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September  1, 1994 


Fellow  Legionnaires:  family  joined 

Earlier  this  year,  The  ^^^^^^  („  ,aunch  an 

''"'*Tn"ana"p— 

American  Legion  Baseball  ean  members, 
hundreds  of  new  ^f^^^^^^Z  Je  doing  it 
The  program  ^^^^^^     the  Legion  Family, 

again.  It's  a  "^"^7'"  Buick  Motor 

Division.  1  urge  you  lo  uuy  promotion. 

"Grand  Slam  for  A«^^"^^^.^?"fber^^^  9-1-94  and 
If  you  purchase  a  new  Buick  be^e^^^ 

10-31-94,  Buick  will 's;;;^^^^^^^^^^         What's  more, 

SwS^c:;— ^^^^ 

Baseball  team  of  your  choice. 
Sincerely, 

Bruce  Thiesen 
mtional  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


September  1, 1994 


l^pon.  Considering  oJS'Jfj'""  "I";  *e  American 
natural  relal/onshio  Z/i^    ^"c'ples  and  values  if.  , 

^  J?  help  commemorate  ™r  7,^^  ?""">'     many  yeai^ 
continued  association  S  iZ  a    '^""'»Raiy  and  our 
extending  our  exclu°?ve  offer  fo^™""  '*S"'".  «  are 

lea.  on  I  ne^Ba  ^"""  y„„r  best 

Pnce  of  ,ke  B„i4  you  "■»"-  'he 

Sincerely, 


r£s;  /  MS//  ro  save  $300  on  any  new  buick. 


1.  This  offer  valid  9/1/94 
through  10/31/94  at  U.SA 
Buick  dealers  only. 

2.  Must  take  retail  delivery 
of  a  new  1994  or  1995 
model  year  Buick  out  of 
dealer  stock  from  9/1/94 
through  10/31/94. 

3.  Offer  valid  only  to 
members  of  the  American 
Legion,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  immediate 
family  members  residing 
at  the  same  address. 

4.  A  current  American 
Legion  or  American 
Legion  Auxiliary 
membership  card  must  be 
presented  at  time  of 
purchase. 


CUSTOMER  NAME 


■ 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


DEALER  CODE 


DELIVERY 


VIN  OF  VEHICLE  PURCHASED 


5.  Only  one  certificate  per 
retail  purchase. 

6.  After  you  negotiate  a 
purchase  price  with  your 
dealer,  present  this 
certificate.  Your  dealer 
vrill  deduct  $300  from  the 
purchase  price. 

7.  See  your  dealer  for 
details  concerning 
availability  of  this 
incentive  with  other 
incentives  from  Buick. 

8.  Certificate  does  not 
apply  toward  Buick 
incentivised  SmartLease 
and  SmartBuy  deliveries. 

9.  Buick  reserves  the  right 
to  amend  or  revoke  this 
program  at  any  time. 


CUSTOMER  SIGNATURE  /  DATE 


DEALER  SIGNATURE 


300 


The  American  legion  Mag- 
azine, a  leader  among 
notional  general-Interest 
publicotions,  Is  published 
monthly  by  The  American 
Legion  for  Its  3,1  million 
members.  These  military- 
service  veterans,  working 
through  nearly  15,000 
community-level  posts, 
dedicate  themselves  to 
God  and  country  and  tra- 
ditional American  values; 
strong  national  security; 
adequate  and  compas- 
sionate care  for  veterans, 
their  widows  and  orphans; 
community  service;  and 
the  wholesome  develop- 
ment of  our  nation's 
youths. 
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Take  action.  Millions  of 
men  are  affected  by  impo- 
tence, but  up  to  now,  most 
haven't  talked  about  it.  Like 
many  common  medical  condi- 
tions, impotence  is  treatable. 
Take  the  first  step  toward 
resuming  a  healthy  relation- 
ship. Ask  your  doctor  about  a 
treatment  method  that  doesn't 
involve  surgery  -  or  drugs. 
Non-surgical  ErecAid®  System 
has  been  used  successfully  by 
over  100,000  couples.  ErecAid 
offers  a  simple  treatment  -  one 
that  is  completely  non-invasive. 
For  most,  it's  the  only  treat- 
ment they'll  ever  need. 
Studies  show  ErecAid  System 
to  be  90%  successful  in  treating 
nearly  any  type  of  impotence  - 
regardless  of  cause.  But  nothing 
happens  until  you  act.  Find  out 
more  about  ErecAid  System 
by  calling 

1-800-435-6780. 


MAKE  THE  CALL 


ErecAid'Systems 

By  Prescription  Only 

o 

OSBON  MEDICAL  SYSTEMS 

P.O.  Box  1478  •Dept.  20 
Augusta,  GA  30903 

ID  1992  Osbon  Medical  Systems  1/93 


FOR  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 

700  N.  Pennsylvania  St. 

P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
317-630-1200 

National  Commander 
Bruce  Thiesen 

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief 
Daniel  S.  Wheeler 

Editor 
John  Greenwald 

Managing  Editor 
Miles  Z.  Epstein 
Associate  Editor 
Raymond  H.  Mahon 
Assistant  Editors 

T.  Douglas  Donaldson 
Ken  Scharnberg 

Art  Director 

Simon  Smtth 

Art  and  Production  Assistants 
Caron  M.  Morales,  Cindy  G.  Johnson 
Production  Manager 
William  L.  PoH 
Administration 
Joan  L.  Berlins,  Patricia  Marschand 

Advertising  Director 
Donald  B.  Thomson 
Advertising  Assistants 
Diane  Andretti,  Natosha  A.  Lukashik 

The  American  Legion  Magazine 
P.O.  Box  7068 
Indianapolis,  IN  46207 
317-630-1200 

Publisher's  Representathres 

Fox  Associates,  Inc. 

Chicago:  312-644-3888 
New  York:  212-725-2106 
Los  Angeles;  213-487-5630 
Detroit,  Ml:  810-543-0068 
Atlanta:  404-252-0968 
San  Francisco:  415-989-5804 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission 

Milford  A.  Forrester,  Chairman,  Greenville,  SC;  Russell 
H.  Laird,  Vice  Chairman,  Des  Moines,  lA;  James  R 
Kelley,  National  Commander's  Representative,  Wayne, 
PA;  George  F.  Ballard,  Belleville,  IL;  Samuel  Barney, 
Lancaster,  OH;  J.  Leslie  BrovKn  Jr.,  Louisville,  KY 
Joseph  Chase,  Hatboro,  PA;  Donald  Conn,  South  Bend 
IN;  James  W.  Conway,  Charlestown,  MA;  Orval  E 
Faubus,  Conway,  AR;  James  H.  Hall,  Hopewell,  NJ 
Halbert  G.  Horton,  Topeka,  KS;  W.B.  (Brad)  Jorgens 
Beardsly,  MN;  Eugene  J.  Kelley,  Savannah,  GA;  James 
V.  Kissner,  Palatine,  IL;  J.  Fred  Mitchell,  Brewton,  AL; 
J.H.  Morris,  Baton  Rouge,  LA;  Richard  L.  Nelson 
Fresno,  CA;  Everett  G.  Shepard,  III,  Woodstock,  CT 
Robert  E.  Vass  Sr.,  Huntington,  WV;  Paul  T.  Woodard, 
Lacey,  WA;  Tom  C.  Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  OK;  John 
W.J.  Richter,  Consultant,  Brenham,  TX;  Neal  L.  Thomas 
Jr.,  Consultant,  Colorado  Springs,  CO. 

Copyright  1994  by  The  American  Legion 

The  American  Legion  (ISSN  0886-1234)  is  published 
monthly  by  The  American  Legion,  5561  W.  74th  Street, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268.  Second-class  postage  paid  at 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204  and  additional  mailing  offices. 
Price:  Annual  subscription,  $12  ($18,  Foreign);  post- 
sponsored  gift  subscriptions,  $6;  Single  copy,  $2.  POST- 
MASTER; Send  address  changes  to  The  American  Legion, 
Input  Services,  P.O.  Box  1954,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

Change  of  Address:  Notify  The  American  Legion,  Input 
Sen/ices,  P.O.  Box  1954,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206.  317-328- 
4640.  Attach  old  address  label,  provide  old  and  new 
addresses  and  current  membership  card  number. 

To  request  microfilm  copies,  please  write  to:  University 
Microfilms,  300  N.  Zeeb  Rd.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48106 

Canada  Post  International  Publications  Mall  (Canadian 
Distribution)  Sales  Agreement  No.  546321 .  Re-entered 
second  class  mail  matter  at  Manila  Central  Post  office 
dated  December  22, 1991. 

Printed  In  USA 

Member  Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Southwest  Elegance 


Hand-Made  Solid  Sterling  Silver 


C.  Bolo  l  ie 


Solid  Sterling  Silver, 

Genuine  Hand 
Carved  Turquoise, 
Sparkling  Cubic 
Zirconia 


jewelry  designed  with  Genuine  Turquoise,  as 
splendid  as  the  land  it  comes  froiu. 

Gorgeous  Turquoise,  the  Aztecs  valued  it 
more  than  gold!  Contrasted  with  nugget  style 
turquoise.  ever>  single  horseshoe  is  so  unique 
it  takes  the  artisan  one  and  a  half  hours  to  fit 
into  its  non-casted  setting,  embellished  with  a 
daz/ling  Cubic  Zirconia. 


Rings  Available  in  sizes  5-15  including  half 
sizes.  Free  custom  sizing  available. 
Bolo  Tic  42  inch  leather  cord  with  Sterling 
Silver  tips. 

A.  Ladies'  Ring  $69.00.  B.  Men  s  Ring  $78.00 
C.  Bolo  Tie  $99.00.  Payable  in  monthl> 
installments.  Includes  gift  box  for  each  item. 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  

If  \  ou  wish  to  return  your  purchase,  >  ou  can 
do  so  w  ithin  30  days  of  your  receipt  of 
purchase  for  replacement,  credit  or  refund 
(less  shipping). 


C  ustomer  Service  Call  1-505-254-1 157 
'^5,  Mon  thru  Fri  —  Mountain  Standard  Time 
P.O.  Box  82130 

Albuquerque.  N.M.  871 98-2 l.M) 


A.  Ladies'  Ring 


Kiilar^ed  to 
.show  detail. 


CREOn  CARD  ORDERS  CALL  i  qaa  taa  ^^A-i 
24  HOURS  -  7  -  DAYS  A  WEEK  l-oUU-^UU-Z^4Z 


How  to  measure  your  ring  size: 

Cut  out  measuring  strip  along  dotted 
line.  Wrap  it  around  the  base  of  the 
finger  on  which  the  ring  will  be  worn. 
When  wrapped  correctly,  the  ring 


sizer  should  slide  easHIy  over  the 
finger,  including  knuckle.  The  number  the 
arrow  points  to  is  your  proper  ring  size. 
Rings  are  available  in  sizes  5  to  15. 


Are  you  doing 
to  lower  your 


MEVACOR®  (Lovastatin)  is  a  prescription  drug  and  only  your  doctor  or  healthcare  professional  authorized  to  prescribe 
the  product  can  determine  whether  you  should  take  it. 

Please  be  sure  to  read  the  important  information  on  the  back  of  this  advertisement. 


^  MERCK 


everything  you  can 
high  cholesterol? 


Tests  prove  MEVACOR  helps  lower  cholesterol 
when  diet  and  exercise  aren't  enough. 


I 


Tim  has  high  blood  pressure 
and  his  dad  died  of  a  heart  attack. 

All  that  and  his  high  cholesterol  put  Tim  at  risk.  High 
cholesterol  is  serious — especially  if  you  have  heart  disease 
or  2  or  more  risk  factors  including:  being  a  man  over  44 
or  a  woman  over  54  or  past  menopause... having  a  family 
history  of  early  heart  problems... high  blood  pressure... 
diabetes... cigarette  smoking... low  HDL  cholesterol. 

Once  he  realized  the  risk, 
Tim  tried  hard  to  lower  his  cholesterol. 

For  6  months,  he  said  "no"  to  cake  and 
"yes"  to  laps  around  the  block.  He  kept 
his  fingers  crossed — the  doctor  had  said 
diet  and  exercise  alone  don't  always  lower 
cholesterol  enough.  It  could  be  genes  or 
body  chemistry;  no  one  knows  for  sure. 


Tests  prove  MEVACOR  really  works. 

MEVACOR  plus  diet  and  exercise  has  been  proven  to 
lower  LDL  cholesterol  better  than  diet  and  exercise  alone. 
And,  though  it  has  not  been  shown  that  MEVACOR  can 
prevent  illness  or  death  from  heart  disease,  MEVACOR 
has  helped  many  people  reach  their  cholesterol  goal  and 
is  generally  well  tolerated.  Of  course,  not  everyone  gets 
the  same  results.  And  not  everyone  on  MEVACOR 
reaches  their  cholesterol  goal. 


His  LDL  cholesterol 
dropped,  but  not  far  enough. 

Tim's  LDL  cholesterol  (the  "bad"  kind  that 
can  build  up  in  arteries)  was  still  high. 
New  national  guidelines  say  people  with 
2  or  more  risk  factors  should  have  an  LDL  less 
than  130.  ..100  or  less  if  you've  had  a  heart  attack. 

The  doctor  prescribed  MEVACOR. 

The  doctor  added  MEVACOR  to  Tim's  diet  and  exercise 
program,  and  his  LDL  really  started  to  go  down! 


Ask  Your 
Doctor 
About 
MEVACOR. 


For  a  free  booklet 
about  cholesterol,  call 

1-800-850-0020. 


Is  MEVACOR  right  for  you? 

Ask  your  doctor.  MEVACOR  should 
not  be  used  by  people  with  liver  disease 
or  possible  Hver  problems,  women  who 
are  breast-feeding,  pregnant  women, 
women  of  childbearing  age  unless 
highly  unlikely  to  become  pregnant, 
or  people  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its 
ingredients.  Because  of  possible  serious 
drug  interactions,  tell  your  doctor  about 
any  medications  you  are  taking. 


There  can  be  side  effects. 

If  s  recommended  that  your  doctor 
perform  routine  blood  tests  to  check  liver  enzymes 
before  and  during  your  treatment.  Tell  your  doctor  if  you 
experience  any  imexplained  muscle  pain  or  weakness 
while  taking  MEAACOR,  as  this  could  be  a  sign  of  serious 
side  effects.  There  are  other  side  effects.  Be  sure  to  read 
the  next  page  and  discuss  them  with  your  doctor. 


The  most  widely  prescribed 
cholesterol-lowering  medication  in  America. 


MEVACOR  is  indicated  as  an  addition  to  diet  for  many  patients  with  high  cholesterol  when  diet  and  exercise  are  inadequate. 


MEVACOR 

(LOVASTATIN) 


MENACOR 

(LOVASTATIN) 


PLEASE  READ  THIS  SUMMARY  CAREFULLY,  AND  THEN  ASK  YOUR  DOCTOR  ABOUT 
MEVADOR.  NO  ADVERTISEMENT  CAN  PROVIDE  ALL  THE  INFORMATION  NEEDED  TO 
PRESCRIBE  A  DRUG.  THIS  ADVERTISEMENT  DOES  NOT  TAKE  THE  PLACE  OF  CAREFUL 
DISCUSSIONS  WITH  YOUR  DOCTOR.  ONLY  YOUR  DOCTOR  HAS  THE  TRAINING  TO  WEIGH 
THE  RISKS  AND  BENEFITS  OF  A  PRESCRIPTION  DRUG  FOR  YOU. 


WHEN  MEVACOR SHdUlU  NOT  BE  USED:  Some  people  should  not  take  MEVACOR.  Discuss  this 
with  your  doctor. 

Allergic  Patients:  MEVACOR  should  not  be  used  by  patients  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its 
ingredients.  In  addition  to  the  active  ingredient  lovastatin,  each  tablet  contains  the  following  inactive 
ingredients:  cellulose,  lactose,  magnesium  stearate,  and  starch.  Butylated  hydroxyanisole  (BHS)  is 
added  as  a  preservative.  Tablets  MEVACOR  10  mg  also  contain  red  ferric  oxide  and  yellow  ferric 
oxide.  Tablets  MEVACOR  20  mg  also  contain  FD&C  Blue  2.  Tablets  MEVACOR  40  mg  also  contain 
D&C  Yellow  10  and  FD&C  Blue  2. 

Patients  with  Liver  Problems:  MEVACOR  should  also  not  be  used  by  patients  with  active  liver 
disease  or  repeated  blood  test  results  indicating  possible  liver  problems.  (See  WARNINGS.) 

Women  Who  Are  or  May  Become  Pregnant:  Pregnant  women  should  not  take  MEVACOR 
because  it  may  harm  the  fetus.  Women  of  childbearing  age  should  not  take  MEVACOR 
unless  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  they  will  become  pregnant.  If  a  woman  does  become 
pregnant  while  on  MEVACOR,  she  should  stop  taking  the  drug  and  talk  to  her  doctor  at  once. 

Women  Who  Are  Breast-feeding:  Women  who  are  breast-feeding  should  not  take  MEVACOR. 

WARNINGS: 

Liver: 

About  2%  of  patients  vfho  took  MEVACOR  for  at  least  one  year  in  certain  studies 
developed  significantly  elevated  levels  of  liver  enzymes,  as  determined  by  blood 
tests.  (See  SIDE  EFFECTS.)  Patients  who  had  these  increases  usually  had  no  symptoms.  These 
elevations  appear  to  become  more  likely  as  the  dose  increases.  Liver  disease  with  symptoms  such  as 
jaundice  has  been  reported  rarely  at  all  dosages  (see  SIDE  EFFECTS). 
Your  doctor  should  perform  routine  blood  tests  to  check  these  enzymes  before  and 
during  treatment  with  MEVACOR.  The  tests  should  occur  every  6  weeks  for  the  first  3 
months,  every  8  weeks  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  afterwards  at  about  6-month 
intervals.  If  your  levels  increase,  your  doctor  should  order  more  frequent  tests.  If  your  liver  enzyme 
levels  increase  to  an  unusually  high  level,  your  doctor  should  discontinue  your  medication.  If  these 
elevations  persist  after  the  drug  is  discontinued,  a  liver  biopsy  may  be  necessary. 
Tell  your  doctor  about  any  liver  disease  you  may  have  had  in  the  past,  and  about  how  much  alcohol 
you  consume.  In  patients  who  have  had  liver  disease  or  consume  large  amounts  of  alcohol, 
MEVACOR  may  be  more  likely  to  cause  these  side  effects. 

Muscle: 

Tell  your  doctor  right  away  if  you  experience  any  unexplained  muscle  pain, 
tenderness,  or  weakness  at  any  time  during  treatment  with  MEVACOR,  particularly  if 
you  have  a  fever  or  if  you  are  generally  not  feeling  well,  so  your  doctor  can  decide  if 
MEVACOR  should  be  stopped. 

Muscle  Breakdown  and  Kidney  Damage: 
Rarely,  patients  taking  MEVACOR  can  develop  severe  muscle  breakdown  or  kidney 
damage.  The  risk  of  muscle  breakdown  is  greater  in  patients  taking  certain  other 
drugs  along  with  MEVACOR,  such  as  the  lipid-lowering  drug  Lopid®  (gemfibrozil),  a 
fibrate,  lipid-lowering  doses  of  nicotinic  acid  (niacin),  the  antibiotic  erythromycin,  or 
drugs  that  suppress  the  immune  system  (called  immunosuppressive  drugs,  such  as 
Sandimmune*  [cyclosporine]).  The  risk  of  muscle  breakdown  is  also  greater  in 
patients  with  kidney  problems  or  diabetes. 

Because  kidney  damage  from  severe  muscle  breakdown  has  been  seen  more 
commonly  with  the  combination  of  MEVACOR/gemfibrozil,  the  possible  benefits  of 
combined  therapy  with  MEVACOR/gemfibrozil  usually  do  not  outweigh  the  risks  of 
severe  muscle  disease,  muscle  breakdown,  or  kidney  damage.  Also,  the  combined 
use  of  MEVACOR  with  other  fibrate  drugs  should  generally  be  avoided. 
Because  there  are  risks  in  combining  therapy  with  MEVACOR  with  lipid-lowering 
doses  of  nicotinic  acid  (niacin)  or  with  drugs  that  suppress  the  immune  system,  your 
doctor  should  carefully  weigh  the  potential  benefits  and  risks.  He  or  she  should  also 
carefully  monitor  patients  for  any  muscle  pain,  tenderness,  or  weakness,  particularly 
during  the  initial  months  of  therapy  and  if  the  dose  of  either  drug  is  increased.  Your 
doctor  may  also  monitor  the  level  of  certain  muscle  enzymes,  or  of  MEVACOR,  in  your 
body,  but  there  is  no  assurance  that  such  monitoring  will  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
severe  muscle  disease. 

If  you  have  conditions  that  can  increase  your  risk  of  muscle  breakdown,  which  in  turn 
can  cause  kidney  damage,  your  doctor  should  temporarily  withhold  or  discontinue 
MEVACOR.  Such  conditions  include  severe  infection,  low  blood  pressure,  major 
surgery,  trauma,  severe  metabolic,  endocrine,  and  electrolyte  disorders,  and 
uncontrolled  seizures.  Discuss  this  with  your  doctor  who  can  explain  these  conditions 
to  you. 

Muscle  Disease  and  Enzymes: 

Temporary,  mild  elevations  in  muscle  enzymes  are  commonly  seen  in  patients  treated  with  MEVACOR. 
However,  in  certain  clinical  studies,  approximately  0,5%  of  patients  (one  in  200)  also  developed  muscle 
disease,  i.e.,  muscle  pain  or  muscle  weakness  associated  with  significant  elevations  in  muscle 
enzymes.  Your  doclor  should  discontinue  therapy  with  MEVACOR  if  significant  elevations  in  muscle 
enzymes  occur  or  if  muscle  disease  is  diagnosed  or  suspected. 

In  studies,  about  30%  of  patients  on  drugs  that  lower  the  immune  system  (including  cyclosporine) 
and  MEVACOR  developed  muscle  disease;  the  corresponding  percentages  for  patients  on  MEVACOR 
and  gemfibrozil  or  niacin  were  approximately  5%  and  2%  respectively. 


PRECAUTIONS: 

Before  starting  treatment  with  MEVACOR®  (Lovastatin),  try  to  lower  your  cholesterol  by  other  methods 
such  as  diet,  exercise,  and  weight  loss.  Ask  your  doctor  about  how  best  to  do  this.  Any  other  medical 
problems  that  can  cause  high  cholesterol  should  also  be  treated. 

Patients  with  the  rare  disorder  known  as  homozygous  familial  hypercholesterolemia  are  less  likely  to 

benefit  from  MEVACOR  and  more  likely  to  develop  elevated  levels  of  liver  enzymes  while  taking 

MEVACOR.  Your  doctor  can  tell  you  if  you  have  homozygous  familial  hypercholesterolemia. 

Drug  Interactions:  Because  of  possible  serious  drug  interactions,  it  is  important  to  tell  your  doctor 

what  other  drugs  you  are  taking,  including  those  obtained  without  a  prescription. 

MEVACOR  can  interact  with  immunosuppressive  drugs,  gemfibrozil,  niacin  (nicotinic  acid)  and 

erythromycin.  See  WARNINGS,  Muscle. 

Some  patients  taking  MEVACOR  and  coumarin  anticoagulants  (a  type  of  blood  thinner)  such  as 
Coumadin®  (warfarin)  have  experienced  bleeding  and/or  increased  blood  clotting  time.  Patients  taking 
these  medicines  should  have  their  blood  tested  before  starting  therapy  with  MEVACOR  and  should 
continue  to  be  monitored  frequently  during  early  therapy.  Once  a  stable  clotting  has  been  documented, 
clotting  can  be  monitored  at  the  intervals  usually  recommended  for  patients  on  coumarin 
anticoagulants  alone.  If  the  dose  of  MEVACOR  is  changed,  the  same  procedure  should  be  repeated. 
Endocrine  (Hormone)  Function:  MEVACOR  and  other  drugs  in  this  class  may  affect  the 
production  of  certain  hormones.  Caution  should  be  exercised  if  a  drug  used  to  lower  cholesterol  levels 
is  administered  to  patients  also  receiving  other  drugs  that  may  decrease  the  levels  of  activity  of 
hormones  (e.g.,  ketoconazole,  spironolactone,  cimetidine).  If  you  are  taking  other  drugs,  tell  your 
doctor. 

Central  Nervous  System  Toxicity;  Cancer,  Mutations,  Impairment  of  Fertility: 

Like  most  prescription  drugs,  MEVACOR  was  required  to  be  tested  on  animals  before  it  was  marketed 
for  human  use.  Often  these  tests  were  designed  to  achieve  higher  drug  concentrations  than  humans 
achieve  at  recommended  dosing.  In  these  tests,  some  of  the  animals  had  damage  to  nerves  of  the 
blood  vessels  in  the  central  nervous  system,  including  the  brain.  Others  developed  certain  cancers  or 
tumors  of  the  liver  or  lung.  Male  dogs  and  rats  sustained  injuries  to  their  reproductive  systems.  Your 
doctor  can  tell  you  more  about  how  drugs  are  tested  on  animals  and  what  the  results  of  these  tests 
mean  about  safety  for  you. 

Pregnancy:  Pregnant  women  should  not  take  MEVACOR  because  it  may  harm  the  fetus. 
There  have  been  rare  reports  of  birth  defects  in  humans  taking  MEVACOR,  including  a  report  of  an 
infant  born  with  birth  defects  of  the  skeleton  and  digestive  system.  Therefore,  women  of  childbearing 
age  should  not  take  MEVACOR  unless  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  they  will  become  pregnant.  If  a  woman 
does  become  pregnant  while  on  MEVACOR,  she  should  stop  taking  the  drug  and  talk  to  her  doctor  at 
once. 

The  active  ingredient  in  MEVACOR  has  been  shown  to  produce  birth  defects  in  the  skeletons  of  mice 
and  rats  given  40  times  the  human  dose  or  more.  No  such  defects  were  seen,  however,  when  rats  were 
given  eight  times  the  human  dose,  when  mice  were  given  four  times  the  human  dose,  or  when  rabbits 
were  given  three  times  the  human  dose. 

Nursing  Mothers:  Drugs  taken  by  a  nursing  woman  may  be  present  in  her  breast  milk.  Because  of 
the  potential  for  serious  adverse  reactions  in  nursing  infants,  a  woman  taking  MEVACOR  should  not 
breast-feed.  (See  WHEN  MEVACOR  SHOULD  NOT  BE  USED.) ' 

Pediatric  Use:  MEVACOR  is  not  recommended  for  children  or  patients  under  20  years  of  age 
because  safety  and  effectiveness  have  not  been  established. 

SIDE  EFFECTS: 

Like  all  prescription  drugs,  MEVACOR  can  cause  side  effects,  and  some  of  them  are  serious. 
Most  patients  tolerate  treatment  with  MEVACOR  well.  Side  effects  that  do  occur  are  usually  mild  and 
short-lived.  In  clinical  studies  with  MEVACOR,  less  than  5  percent  of  patients  dropped  out  because  of 
side  effects.  The  most  common  reason  was  significant  increases  in  liver  function  tests. 
Some  of  the  side  effects  that  have  been  reported  with  MEVACOR  or  related  drugs  are  listed  below.  This 
list  is  not  complete:  It  does  not  give  the  frequency  of  these  side  effects  which  varied  fronfi  study  to 
study  Only  your  doctor  can  weigh  the  risks  versus  the  benefits  of  any  prescription  drug  lor  you.  If 
fVIEVACOR  Is  prescribed  for  you.  be  sure  to  ask  your  doctor  about  side  effects  at  that  time  and  any 
time  you  think  you  may  be  having  a  side  effect 

Digestive  System:  Constipation,  diarrhea,  upset  stomach,  gas,  stomach  pain/cramps,  heartburn, 
nausea,  acid  regurgitation,  dry  mouth,  vomiting,  hepatitis,  jaundice,  fatty  changes  in  the  liver,  and 
rarely,  severe  liver  damage  and  failure,  cirrhosis  and  liver  cancer,  loss  of  appetite,  inflammation  of  the 
pancreas. 

Muscle,  Skeleton:  Muscle  cramps,  aches,  pain,  and  weakness,  leg  pain,  shoulder  pain,  chest  pain, 
joint  pain,  muscle  breakdown.  Muscle  breakdown  can  be  severe.  See  WAf^NINGS,  Muscle. 
Nervous  System:  Dizziness,  headache,  insomnia,  tingling,  memory  loss,  nerve  disease,  nerve 
palsies,  anxiety,  depression,  tremor,  vertigo,  facial  paralysis. 

Skin:  Rash,  itching,  hair  loss,  lumps,  discoloration,  changes  to  hair  or  nails,  dryness  of  skin  or 
mucous  membranes.  Causal  relationship  is  unclear. 

Senses:  Blurred  vision,  altered  taste  sensation,  eye  irritation,  progression  of  cataracts,  eye  muscle 
weakness,  impairment  of  eye  movement. 

Hypersensitivity  (Allergic)  Reactions:  On  rare  occasions,  a  wide  variety  of  symptoms  have  been 
reported  to  occur  either  alone  or  together  in  groups  (referred  to  as  a  syndrome)  that  appeared  to  be 
based  on  allergic-type  reactions,  which  may  rarely  be  fatal.  These  have  included  one  or  more  of  the 
following  features:  a  severe  generalized  reaction  that  may  include  shortness  of  breath,  wheezing, 
digestive  symptoms,  and  low  blood  pressure  and  even  shock;  an  allergic  reaction  with  swelling  of  the 
face,  lips,  tongue  and/or  throat  with  difficulty  in  swallowing  or  breathing;  symptoms  mimicking  lupus 
(a  disorder  in  which  a  person's  immune  system  may  attack  parts  of  his  or  her  own  body);  severe 
muscle  and  blood  vessel  inflammation;  bruises;  various  disorders  of  blood  cells  (that  could  result  in 
anemia,  infection,  or  blood  clotting  problems)  or  abnormal  blood  tests;  inflamed  or  painful  joints; 
hives;  fatigue  and  weakness;  sensitivity  to  sunlight;  fever;  chills;  flushing;  difficulty  breathing;  and 
severe  skin  disorders  that  vary  from  a  rash  to  a  serious  burn-like  shedding  of  skin  all  over  the  body, 
including  mucous  membranes  such  as  the  lining  of  the  mouth. 
Other:  Chest  pain,  edema  (swelling),  loss  of  sexual  desire,  breast  enlargement,  impotence. 
Laboratory  Tests:  Liver  function  test  abnormalities  including  elevated  transaminases,  alkaline 
phosphatase  and  bilirubin,  rare  reports  of  thyroid  function  abnormalities. 
Note:  This  summary  provides  Important  information  about  MEVACOR.  If  you  would  like 
more  information,  ask  your  doctor  or  pharmacist  to  let  you  read  the  professional 
labeling  and  then  discuss  it  with  them. 
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W^ARS  are  won  by  men  and  women  who  are  willing  to  die,  and  do  die 
for  their  country.  Wars  are  won  by  men  and  women  who  lose  their 
arms,  legs,  eyesight  and  hearing  for  their  country.  And  wars  are 
won  by  men  and  women  who  believe  in  what  they  are  fighting  for. 
Our  America  lives  today  because  of  such  men  and  women. 

These  brave  Americans,  joined  by  common  experience  and  sacrifice, 
make  up  the  membership  of  The  American  Legion.  For  75  years,  in  war 
and  peace,  these  veterans  have  worked  to  build  a  better  nation — an  Ameri- 
ca that  takes  care  of  its  veterans;  an  America  that  takes  care  of  its  chil- 
dren; and  an  America  that  works  for  peace  but  is  prepared  for  war  if  its 
interests  are  in  peril. 

Since  1919,  the  United  States  has  called  upon  The  American  Legion, 
along  with  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion,  to  make  our  country  stronger — and  we  have  delivered.  It  is  to  the 
men  and  women  who  have  served  in  war  as  American  GIs  and  in  peace  as 
American  Legionnaires,  and  to  their  families,  that  this  special  75th 
Anniversary  issue  is  dedicated.  Here' s  to  them — For  God  and  Country. . . 

Bruce  thiesen 

National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


Bin  Clinton 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
1994 

**Greetings  to  the  readers  of 
this  Diamond  Jubilee  edition 
of  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MAGAZINE.  I  am  delighted 
to  congratulate  you  as  you 
celebrate  the  75th  anniver- 
sary of  The  American  Le- 
gion. 

"Our  nation's  veterans 
have  served  America  valiant- 
ly. Your  sacrifices  remind  all 
of  us  of  the  great  debt  we 
owe  to  those  who  have 
risked  their  lives  in  defense 
of  liberty.  We  must  never 
forget  the  supreme  dedica- 
tion and  skill  shown  by  our 
men  and  women  in  uniform, 
even  as  you  faced  daunting 
adversity.  On  behalf  of  a 
grateful  nation,  I  express  my 
deep  appreciation  for  your 
selfless  service  and  devotion 
to  our  country. 

"For  three-quarters  of  a 
century,  The  American  Le- 
gion has  organized  programs 
to  help  educate  young  peo- 
ple about  our  freedoms  and 
our  democratic  government. 
They  have  provided  funding 
for  child  welfare  programs 
across  our  nation  and  have 
sponsored  scholarships  for 
some  of  our  nation's  most 
talented  youth.  Its  members 
have  served  as  advocates  for 
the  just  and  equal  treatment 
of  America's  veterans.  And 
the  Legion  has  provided  sup- 
port, friendship,  and  hope 
for  many  veterans  and  their 
families  during  times  of 
great  difficulty  and  sorrow. 


"By  working  to  further 
the  commitment  to  service 
that  has  earned  our  distin- 
guished veterans  the  honor 
and  respect  of  all  of  our  peo- 
ple. The  American  Legion 
exemplifies  the  spirit  of  car- 
ing. I  salute  you  for  your 
extraordinary  patriotism  to 
our  nation  and  for  helping  to 
make  our  country  stronger 
for  the  generations  to  come. 

"Best  wishes  for  a  won- 
derful anniversary  year." 

George  Busli 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  1994 

"The  American  Legion 
means  patriotism.  It  stands 
for  serving  with  honor. 

"When  it  came  to  keep- 
ing America's  defenses 


strong,  I  could  always  count 
on  The  American  Legion's 
support  and  leadership. 

"The  Legion  did  its  part 
to  help  maintain  the  morale 
of  existing  forces.  During 
the  period  preceding  Desert 
Storm,  delegations  from  the 
Legion  visited  with  our 
troops  both  at  home  and 
abroad. »» 

Ronald  Reagan 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  1994 

"I  believe  The  American 
Legion  is  a  unified  force  of 
individuals  —  heroes  of  all 
ages  —  who  share  a  com- 
mon purpose.  They  cherish 
the  sacred  ideals  of  freedom, 
liberty  and  the  rule  of  law; 
they've  put  their  lives  on  the 


line  for  those  privileges  and 
have  been  willing  to  make 
the  ultimate  sacrifice  for  their 
countrymen;  and  they're 
poised  to  keep  the  flame  of 
freedom  and  peace  burning 
brightly  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  all  Americans 
today  and  always. 

"The  cause  of  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  is  a  most  noble 
one.  Too  often  today  we  see 
pictures  on  the  television 
and  reports  in  the  newspaper 
about  the  horrifying  atroci- 
ties plaguing  our  globe  — 
not  to  mention  the  terrors 
taking  place  in  our  very  own 
backyards.  The  Legion  is 
committed  to  a  peaceful 
world,  a  safe  America  and 
community  —  they're  the 
soul  of  peace,  the  champions 
of  a  free  nation.  For  decades, 
they  have  carried  great  bur- 
dens, yet  never  succumbed 
—  knowing  that  the  horror 
of  the  loss  of  liberty  is  equal 
to  the  loss  of  life  itself. 

"The  Legion  represents 
so  many  diverse  cultures  and 
backgrounds.  Its  diversity  is 
its  strength.  Its  members  are 
the  core  of  our  history  and 
can  tell  vivid  tales  of  how 
freedom  was  saved  in  the 
battle  against  tyranny  and 
oppression.  Their  scars  and 
expressive  faces  tell  stories 
about  great  triumphs  and 
yes,  dark  days  when  our 
freedom  was.  threatened  and 
nearly  lost. 

"America's  history  is  rich 
and  colorful.  The  members 
of  the  Legion  tell  that  story. 

Please  turn  page 
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It  is  through  the  courage, 
loyalty  and  faith  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legion  that 
democracy  has  been  and  will 
continue  to  be  forged.  Their 
service  to  this  great  nation  is 
worn  like  a  badge  of  honor 
and  the  preservation  of  our 
fundamental  beliefs  is  the 
priceless  legacy  which  will 
be  passed  on  to  future  gener- 
ations. 

"God  bless  each  one  of 
you  and  God  Bless  Ameri- 
ca." 

Jimmy  Carter 

FORMER  GOVERNOR  OF  GEORGIA 
AND  PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATE, 
1976 

**The  patriotism  of  Legion- 
naires has  been  demonstrat- 
ed not  only  in  military  ser- 
vice but  in  our  working  in 
community  and  national 
affairs,  but  we  must  recog- 
nize that  for  many  of  our  fel- 
low Americans  patriotism  is 
out  of  fashion;  in  fact  it  is  a 
part  of  a  bitter  heritage  of  an 
unpopular  war." 

Richard  M.  Nixon 

VICE  PRESIDENT,  1957 
"It  is  to  the  eternal  credit  of 
The  American  Legion  that 
years  before  the  true  nature 
of  the  Communist  conspira- 
cy was  generally  recognized 
in  this  country  you  saw  the 
threat  and  proceeded  to  edu- 
cate and  alert  the  American 
people  to  the  danger.  For 
that  leadership  in  peace  as 
well  as  for  your  service  in 
war  the  nation  owes  a  debt 
which  I  am  proud  to  ack- 
nowledge to  you  today." 

Gerald  iiird 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTTED 
STATES,  1994 

"The  American  Legion,  rep- 
resenting its  3  million  mem- 
bers, is  a  major  source  of 
strength  on  behalf  of  a  suffi- 
ciently powerful  military 
policy  and  Armed  Forces  to 
maintain  peace  in  areas 
involving  U.S.  national 
interest  or  to  achieve  victory 
if  any  such  conflict  devel- 
ops. The  American  Legion 


has  a  great  tradition  of  sup- 
porting a  U.S.  foreign  policy 
based  on  the  Teddy  Roo- 
sevelt formula,  'speak  softly 
and  carry  a  big  stick.'" 
America  has  benefited  from 
American  Legion  long- 
standing leadership  in  the 
promotion  of  Pentagon  pre- 
paredness as  the  best  way  to 
ensure  our  national  security 
and  peace. 

"In  addition.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Posts  throughout 
the  U.S.  have  been  in  the 
forefront  in  community  ser- 
vice on  behalf  of  a  better 
America  for  all  our  people." 

Lyndon  B.  Jolmson 

U.S.  SENATOR  FROM  TEXAS,  1960 
*'The  American  Legion  is 
composed  of  men  who  did 


What 
The  Legion 
Means  To 
America 

not  stop  serving  their  coun- 
try when  they  took  off  their 
uniform.  You  realize  that 
freedom  up  to  this  point  has 
never  been  won  by  a  single 
struggle;  we  must  also  have 
The  American  Legion  alert 
so  that  it  can  keep  the  coun- 
try awake. »» 

Dwiglit  D.  Eisenlnwer 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTTED  STATES, 
1954 

"As  the  largest  veterans' 
organization  in  the  country, 
the  Legion  has  accepted  a 
special  obligation  to  work 
for  the  best  interest  of  veter- 
ans in  harmony  with  the 
well-being  of  the  entire 
nation.  Battle-tested  in  two 
wars,  the  Legion  has  at  all 
times  remained  resolutely 


alert  in  defense  of  our 
national  security." 

Harry  8.  Truman 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTTED 
STATES,  1959 

"Our  Legion  comrades... at 
that  first  convention  made  it 
clear  that  they  had  not  car- 
ried the  American  Flag 
abroad  to  return  home  and 
see  it  degraded  in  the  land 
of  its  birth... The  American 
Legion  should  live  forever 
in  the  hearts  of  all  those 
who  love  justice,  and  of  all 
those  who  seek  the  triumph 
of  freedom  and  of  the 
right." 

Franldin  D.  Roosevelt 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTTED  STATES, 
1934 

**The  charter  of  the  Legion 
keeps  it  out  of  partisan  poU- 
tics.  The  strength  and  the 
very  existence  of  the  Legion 
depend  on  the  maintenance 
of  that  principle.  You  are  not 
here  as  Republicans  or 
Democrats.  You  are  here,  as 
you  should  be,  as  Americans 
to  work  with  your  govern- 
ment for  the  good  of  the 
average  citizen." 

Herbert  Hoover 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTTED  STATES, 
1932 

"The  American  Legion, 
born  of  world  emergency, 
wields  a  great  influence 
throughout  our  country 
because  it  speaks  for  a  gen- 
eration which  has  proved  its 
citizenship  by  offering  its 
all  to  its  country. You  have 
proved  your  devotion  in 
camp  and  battle.  You  have 
built  up  your  organization 
to  serve  in  peace  as  well  as 
in  war." 

Cahrin  CooDdge 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTTED  STATES, 
1928 

"Members  of  The  American 
Legion.  They  offered  their 
all  to  our  country  in  time  of 
war.  Returning  to  civil  life, 
they  consecrated  themselves 
to  a  continued  service  in 
Please  turn  page 
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The  first  high-fidelity  system  with  a  Napoleon  complex. 


It  may  be  small.  But  the  Bose*  Acoustic  Wave* 
music  system  is  definitely  an  overachiever. 
The  unit  holds  a  compact  disc  (or  cassette) 
player,  AM/FM  radio,  amplifiers,  equalizers, 
and  a  patented  Bose  technology:  an  intricately 
folded,  seven-foot  acoustic  w^aveguide. 

No  other  system  in  the  world  uses 
this  patented  Bose  technology.  Which 
explains  why  no  other  compact  system 
can  produce  such  big,  room-filling  sound.  In 
fact,  the  system's  rich,  natural  sound  quality  is 
comparable  to  audio  systems  costing  thousands 
of  dollars. 

We  know,  that's  hard  to  believe.  So  we're 
ready  to  prove  it.  Call  now  and  we'll  send 


you  our  complimentary  guide  to  this  award- 
winning  system.  And  we'll  tell  you  how  you 
can  try  it  out  in  your  home  for  14  days, 
without  obligation. 

Call  today.  And  learn  about  a  little  stereo 
that  refuses  to  act  like  it. 

Call  1-800-282-BOSE,  ext.  W49. 

Or  mail  to;  Bose  Corporation,  The  Mountain,  DcpL  a)D-W49,  Framingham,  MA  01701-9168. 


TELEPHONE 


BetterscMMKlttrousfi  research! 


maintaining  our  ideals  and 
institutions:  In  every  com- 
munity they  have  been  a 
force  for  good." 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr. 

U.S.  AMBASSADOR  TO  THE  UNITED 
NATIONS,  1959 

**We  live  in  a  world  which 
needs  the  ideals  of  The 
American  Legion." 

CoBn  Powen 

FORMER  CHAIRMAN  JOIhfT  CHIEFS 
OF  STAFF  1994 

**During  difficult  periods  of 
uncertainty  both  during  and 
after  Vietnam,  there  were 
many  who  wanted  to  strip 
our  national  defense  capabil- 
ities dangerously  low.  But  it 
was  The  American  Legion 
who  stood  by  us  and  sup- 
ported our  mission.  You 
have  always  been  there  for 
the  armed  forces." 

Jan  C.  Scruggs 

PRESIDENT,  VIETNAM  VETERANS 
MEMORIAL  FUND,  1983 
**There  is  no  other  veterans' 
group  in  America  that  sacri- 
ficed to  the  extent  The 
American  Legion  did.  And  I 
think  this  really  does  say  a 
great  deal  about  the  charac- 
ter and  the  compassion  that 
The  American  Legion  has 
for  the  fellow  veterans  in 
this  Country.  The  fact  that 
they  really  did  take  the  lead, 
and  really  did  play  the  major 
role  in  getting  the  Memorial 
built  and  constructed." 

Katherine  St.  George 

U.S.  REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  NEW 
YORK,  1961 

"The  American  Legion  is 
doing  a  magnificent  job  in 
educating  the  youth  of  our 
country  in  what  freedom 
really  means.  You  have  to 
teach  children  these  things 
—  you  have  to  teach  them 
freedom  —  you  have  to 
teach  them  the  responsibili- 
ties." 

Fiitton  J.  Sheen 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  BISHOP  1958 
*'You  Legionnaires  know 
what  duty  means." 


Robert  Wyatt 

PRESIDENT  OF  NATIONAL  EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION,  1963 
**The  American  Legion  gave 
to  the  nation  the  most  stu- 
pendous program  of  federal 
participation  in  education  in 
all  of  history  in  the  GI  Bill 
of  Rights.  This  contribution 
to  the  enlightenment  and 
self-sufficiency  of  millions 
of  men  and  women  coming 
out  of  our  recent  wars  marks 
the  Legion  with  the  stamp  of 
dedication  to  the  conviction 
that  freedom  can  survive 
only  where  education  flour- 
ishes." 

Henry  Ford  D 

PRESIDENT.  FORD  MOTOR  CO.,  1945 
**For  it  will  take  leadership, 
not  the  leadership  of  one 

What 
The  Legion 
Means  To 
America 

man,  or  a  few,  but  the  con- 
centrated leadership  of  many 
to  bring  order  out  of  the 
chaos  into  which  war  has 
thrown  the  entire  world.  We 
need  The  American  Le- 
gion." 

Okey  Ifionu 

NIGERIAN  JOURNALIST  1989  (in  an 
article  for  the  Los  Angeles  Times- 
Washington  Post  Sen/ice  after  attend- 
ing Legion  Convention  in  Baltimore) 
"Nations  that  have  no 
Legionnaires  should  invent 
them.  They  are  among  the 
best  custodians  of  a  nation's 
most  cherished  ideals." 

Cblang  Kal-Sbek 

PRESIDENT,  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA, 
1946 

"The  American  Legion  is 


looked  upon  as  a  most  potent 
force  for  preventing  aggres- 
sion and  promoting  interna- 
tional cooperation.  We  are 
proud  to  have  been  your 
comrades  in  arms  and  have 
the  profoundest  admiration 
for  the  brilliant  role  you 
have  played  in  the  decisive 
victory  over  our  common 
enemies." 

John  D.  Rockefeller  iv 

U.S.  SENATOR  FROM  WEST  VIRGINIA 
AND  CHAIRMAN  SENATE  VETERANS 
AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE,  1994 
"The  American  Legion 
continues  to  play  a  major, 
constructive  role  in  shaping 
veterans'  legislation.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Veterans' 
Affairs,  I  am  particularly 
thankful  for  the  Legion's 
help  and  support  in  formu- 
lating the  President's  Health 
Care  Security  Act,  which 
will  benefit  every  American 
veteran. 

"I  also  want  to  congratu- 
late The  American  Legion 
for  continuing  the  tradition 
of  service  which  supports  so 
many  charities  and  results  in 
millions  of  hours  of  commu- 
nity service  each  and  every 
year.  This  is  a  natural  exten- 
sion of  your  members'  patri- 
otism, as  is  the  Legion's 
long-standing  commitment 
to  ensuring  that  the  honor  of 
the  Flag  of  the  United  States 
is  upheld." 

G.V.  (Sonny)  Montgomery 

REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  MISSISSIPPI 
AND  CHAIRMAN,  HOUSE  VETERANS 
AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE  1994 
"From  the  dark  clouds  of 
war  and  casualty  arose  an 
association  in  1919  that  sig- 
naled a  new  optimism  for 
America.  A  citadel  of  patrio- 
tism, The  American  Legion 
has  tirelessly  promoted  com- 
munity service,  law  and 
order,  and  a  sound  national 
defense,  and  has  nurtured 
civic  and  national  pride  in 
our  youth. 

"But  the  effort  with 
which  The  American  Legion 
Please  turn  page 
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THE  50th  Anniversary  Limited-Edition 
Official  a-2  Flying  Jacket 


Own  the  jacket  worn  by  our 
World  War  II  flying  heroes — 
now  with  a  special 
commemorative  lining! 


Honoring  Victory 
in  World  WSarlL 

With  daring,  determination, 
and  extraordinary  courage, 
the  gallant  pilots  of  the  U.S. 
Army  Air  Corps  took  to  the 
skies  during  World  War  II  to 
defend  freedom.  When  our  young 
heroes  climbed  into  their  cockpits, 
they  wore  the  legendary  A-2  Leather 
Flying  Jacket.  The  A-2  was  light- 
weight and  comfortable,  yet  "tough 
as  nails"  and  identified  its  wearer  as  one 
of  an  ehte  breed  of  fighting  men. 

Now,  in  honor  of  victory,  you  can  acquire  The  50th.  Anniversary  Limited- 
Edition  Official  A-2  Flying  Jacket. 

Genuine  Military  Issue.  Not  a  Commercial  Reproduction. 

Cooper  Sportswear  was  an  original  supplier  of  A-2  jackets  during  World 
War  II  and  today  still  produces  official  mihtary  issue  A-2's  for  the  Air  Force. 
Cooper  will  produce  The  50tb  Anniversary  Limited-Edition  Official  A-2 
Flying  Jacket  only  until  the  end  of  the  50th  anniversary  year  of  World  War 
n  victory.  Each  is  distinguished  by  a  specially  commissioned  pictorial  map 
lining.  You  wiU  receive  a  Certificate  of  Authenticity  stating  that  yours  is  a 
hmited-edition  A-2.  Not  a  reproduction  and  not  a  look-alike  copy — this  is 
the  genuine  article!  Available  exclusively  from  Willabee  &  Ward. 

Proudly  Made  in  the  U.S JL.  to  U.S.  Air  Force  Specifications. 

The  50th  Anniversary  Limited-Edition  Official  A-2  Flying  Jacket  is  made 
in  the  U.  S. A. ,  using  material  and  production  methods  specified  iwvDE  in 
by  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  Premium  goatskin  assures  ruggedness 
and  great  looks.  Official  mihtary  issue  details  include  knitted 
cuffs  and  waistband,  regulation  snap-down  collar,  shoulder 
epaulets,  and  roomy  snap-close  pockets. 


CALL  TOLL-FREE:  1-800-367-4534 

Extension  779-1020  ©1994  mbi 

p-------  RESERVATION  APPLICATION  

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. 


tr-s" 


(Convenient  Mondily  Installments. 

You  can  own  this  jacket  for  just  $259  (plus  $9.50  shipping  and  handling) 
payable  in  six  convenient  monthly  credit  card  installments  of  $44.75.  Satis- 
faction is  guaranteed.  You  can  retiirn  the  jacket  in  original  condition  within 
30  days  for  exchange  or  refund.  Available  in  even  sizes  34-52  regular  and 
long.  Call  about  larger  sizes  (to  60)  for  $50  more.  (For  best  fit,  order  one  size 
larger  than  your  usual  jacket  size.)  Questions  about  sizing?  Call — we'U  fit 
you  over  the  phone.  Order  today! 
Phone  orders  normally  shipped  next  business  day. 


Willabee  &  Ward 
47  Richards  Avenue 
Norwalk,  CT  06857 

CALL  TOLL-FREE:  1-800-367-4534 

Extension  779-1020 

Please  send  me  50tb  Anniversary 

Limited-Edition  Official  A-2  Flying  Jacket(s). 

Size(s)  (Even  sizes  34-52):  □  Reg.  □  Long 

For  each  jacket,  charge  6  monthly  installments  of 
$44.75*  to  my  credit  card: 

□  visa   □  MasterCard    □  Discover    nAm.  Ex. 


Credit  Card  No. 
Name  


Exp.  Date 


(Please  print  cleariy.) 


Address . 


City/State/Zip_ 
Signature  


{All  orders  subject  to  acceptance.) 

□  I  prefer  not  to  use  a  credit  card  and  wiU  pay 
by  check.  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $259,  plus 
$9.50  shipping/handling,  a  total  of  $268.50*  for 
each  jacket. 

'Any  applicable  sales  tax  will  be  billed  with  shipment. 
Higber  shipping/handling  outside  U.S. 


is  most  closely  associated 
and  highly  regarded  is  that 
of  perpetuating  deeds  of 
valor  in  wars  past,  keeping 
fresh  in  our  minds  the  pre- 
cious toll  of  our  heritage  and 
assisting  those  upon  whose 
sacrifices  it  was  built. 

"The  organization's  most 
singular  achievement  in  this 
regard,  one  from  which 
every  American  has  benefit- 
ed, is  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  of 
1944.  The  American  values 
so  conspicuous  in  this  and 
other  early  accomplishments 
continue  to  thrive  in  the 
organization  today." 

Jesse  Brown 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  DEPARTMEMT  OF 
VETERANS  AFFAIRS,  1994 
**As  a  Legionnaire,  I  deeply 
respect  the  organization's 
proud  history.  However,  I 
am  convinced  that  The 
American  Legion's  true 
greatness  lies  in  its  rank-and- 
file  members  who  touch  the 
lives  of  Americans  every 
day  in  hundreds  of  towns 
and  cities  from  coast  to 
coast.  Those  continuing  con- 
tributions —  to  such  diverse 
programs  as  Legion  Base- 
ball, Boys  Nation  and  the 
VA  Voluntary  Service  — 
provide  clear  evidence  that 
The  American  Legion  will 
significantly  affect  Ameri- 
can life  well  into  the  21st 
century." 

Clare  Boothe  Luce 

FORMER  U.S  AMBASSADOR  TO 
TTALY,  1973 

"The  American  Legion 
understands  what  patriotism 
is.  It  is  working  for  the  secu- 
rity of  your  country  so  it  can 
work  for  yours.  This  is  what 
The  American  Legion  is 
dedicated  to  doing.  May 
God,  who  went  with  you  in 
all  your  battles,  go  with  you 
all  in  your  struggle  today  for 
peace." 

J.  Strom  Thurmond 

SENATOR  FROM  SOUTH  CAROUNA, 
1984 

"The  members  of  The 
American  Legion  are  true 


beUevers  in  America  and  the 
inherent  goodness  of  our 
people.  The  Legion's  princi- 
ples are  lofty,  and  its  work  in 
the  programs  of  American- 
ism, youth  activities,  Veter- 
ans Affairs  and  Rehabilita- 
tion is  worthy  of  high  praise. 
Any  one  of  these  programs 
fully  justify  the  existence  of 
the  Legion." 

Wnam  J.  Crowe  Jr. 

FORMER  CHAIRMAN,  JOINT  CHIEFS 
OF  STAFF  1985 

**My  generation,  of  course, 
owes  an  invaluable  debt  to 
The  American  Legion.  In 
my  view,  the  GI  Bill  of 
Rights,  passed  in  1944,  is  the 
most  important  piece  of  leg- 
islation produced  by  the 
Congress  in  this  century.  It 


bridged  the  human  gap 
between  peace  and  global 
war,  and  put  our  country  on 
a  firm  and  stable  footing  for 
the  crucial  post-war  era.  It 
was  an  act  initiated,  spon- 
sored and  sold  by  The  Amer- 
ican Legion." 

Douglas  MacArttiur 

FORMER  SUPREME  COMMANDER 
FOR  ALLIED  POWERS  IN  JAPAN 
1952 

**No  fraternity  of  men  ever 
rested  upon  a  more  noble 
concept  than  does  The 
American  Legion.  The  inde- 
structible bonds  which  unite 
its  members  were  wielded  in 
a  heat  of  battle  by  those  who 
laid  life  and  limb  upon  the 
altar  of  self-sacrifice. The 
American  Legion,  composed 


of  men  who  know  and  detest 
war  for  the  scourge  that  it  is, 
is  peculiarly  well-fitted  to 
stand  guard  over  our  her- 
itage of  American  Uberty.  It 
must  exercise  unrelaxed  vig- 
ilance. It  must  ensure  that 
neither  political  expediency, 
nor  foreign  infatuation  influ- 
ence the  expenditure  of  the 
vast  sums  now  under  con- 
templation for  freedom's 
defense." 

Danny  Thomas 

ENTERTAINER  1977 
**I  genuflect  to  the  name  of 
American  Legion  particular- 
ly because  of  your  great 
work  with  youth,  the  inheri- 
tors of  our  great  Country. 
We've  got  to  teach  the  kids 
never  ever  to  tolerate  any- 
body stepping  on  a  flag.  I 
am  an  Ainerican,  and  if  any- 
one steps  on  the  flag  in  front 
of  me,  he  is  a  dead  man  then 
and  there." 

Eddie  RIckenbacker 

PRESIDENT.  EASTERN  AIRUNES, 
1947 

**I  hope  the  day  isn't  far  off 
when  the  Legion  can  proud- 
ly boast  not  3  mUlion  mem- 
bers but  a  membership  of  5 
or  6  million,  and  that,  in 
turn,  will  be  representative 
of  the  spirit  of  America 
which  is  being  dissipated  by 
alien  elements  very  ra- 
pidly." 

Lawton  Chios 

GOVERNOR  OF  FLORIDA,  1994 
"The  Legion  has  stood  for 
God  and  Country  since  the 
First  Great  War.  Through  its 
programs  for  youth,  the 
Legion  has  inculcated  and 
preserved  the  principles  of 
freedom,  justice  and  democ- 
racy. In  schools  across  the 
land,  the  Legion  has  fostered 
and  rewarded  courage,  lead- 
ership, honor,  service  and 
scholarships.  And  through 
all  of  this  noble  service,  the 
Legion  has  preserved  and 
sanctified  the  comradeship 
and  those  who  have  served 
our  nation  through  the  wars 
Please  turn  page 
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There  are  thoLuand^  of  natural  wonders  in  Alaska, 


A    TRADITION     OF  EXCELLENCE 


to  defend  the  principles  upon 
which  this  Nation  was 
founded. 

"As  an  old  cannon  cock- 
er, I  join  all  Americans  in 
congratulating  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  on  its  75th 
Anniversary  and  wish  you  a 
great  Diamond  Jubilee." 

J.  Edgar  Hoover 

DIRECTOR.  FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF 
INVESTIGATION,  1958 
"Legionnaires  have  a  pas- 
sion for  decency,  for  fair 
play,  for  working  together 
and  maintaining  order. 
Through  your  acts  and  sacri- 
fices you  have  proved  that 
true  freedom  is  a  priceless 
gem." 

Gary  Bauer 

PRESIDENT,  FAMILY  RESEARCH 
COUNCIL,  1994 

"The  American  Legion  is 
the  hving  fiber  of  American 
memory;  honoring  those 
who  served,  preserving  the 
traditions  of  service,  and 
guarding  the  future  of  free- 
dom. As  he  lay  dying  the 
orator-statesman  Daniel 
Webster  asked  that  the 
American  Flag  be  fixed  to 
the  top  of  a  mast  and  lighted 
at  night,  so  that  he  could 
view  it  until  his  dying 
breath.  The  American 
Legion  is  both  mast  and  light 
to  our  ideals  of  freedom 
under  God,  holding  them 
high  for  young  and  old  alike 
—  to  see,  to  remember,  and 
to  treasure.  The  Legion  is  75 
years  old,  but  its  spirit  is  that 
of  America  original  and 
immemorial." 

Earl  Warren 

GOVERNOR  OF  CALIFORNIA,  1951 
"The  Legion  is  symbolic  of 
American  strength  and  the 
responsibility  that  goes  with 
it.  Forthright  Americanism, 
unabashed  dedication  to  God 
and  Country,  firm  adherence 
to  democratic  principles  and 
complete  devotion  to  honor- 
able world  peace  were  never 
more  greatly  needed  than  in 
the  troubled  world  of 
today." 


Robert  J.  Eaton 

CHAIRMAN  AND  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER,  CHRYSLER  CORPORATION 
1994 

**Each  day,  throughout  our 
nation,  thousands  of  cars  and 
trucks  pass  over  hundreds  of 
miles  of  streets,  highways 
and  bridges  named  in  honor 
of  The  American  Legion. 

"It's  my  hope  that  every- 
one who  travels  those  arter- 
ies appreciates  the  service  of 
America's  wartime  veterans 
—  and  that  they  comprehend 
the  role  of  The  American 
Legion  in  recognizing  their 
service  to  our  nation. 

"All  too  often  in  its  218 
years  of  independence, 
America  has  had  to  ask  its 
soldiers,  sailors,  airmen  and 
Marines  to  fight  abroad.  The 

What 
The  Legion 
Means  To 
America 

American  Legion  serves  as  a 
functional  testimonial  to 
their  valor  —  and  as  a  con- 
stant reminder  of  the  sacri- 
fice often  required  to  main- 
tain the  precious  freedoms  of 
our  democratic  society." 

Barron  HPton 

CHAIRMAN  HILTON  HOTELS  CORP., 
1994 

"For  75  years,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  has  symbolized 
the  pride  and  patriotism  of 
its  3  million  members,  an 
organization  as  rich  in  tradi- 
tion and  community  service 
as  it  is  in  its  members.  Just 
as  it  did  for  the  last  75  years. 
The  American  Legion  will 
serve  as  a  critical  organiza- 
tion to  promote  a  safe  and 
secure  America  for  the  next 


75  years  and  beyond. We 
salute  The  American  Legion 
on  its  75th  Anniversary,  a 
special  celebration  we  share 
in  common  as  Hilton  also 
marks  its  Diamond  Jubilee 
Anniversary  this  year." 

PeteWDson 

GOVERNOR  OF  CAUFORNIA,  1994 
**As  California's  govemor,  I 
thank  my  lucky  stars  that 
more  than  3  million  Legion- 
naires in  America  are 
involved  with  veterans,  chil- 
dren, our  communities  and 
the  country. »» 

J.  Warren  Cassidy 

EXECUTIVE  VICE  PRESIDENT,  NATION- 
AL RIFLI  ASSOCIATION  1987 
"Both  the  Legion  and  the 
NRA  believe  in  a  strong 
America,  one  in  which  the 
individual  citizen  is  proud 
and  capable  of  defending  its 
freedom." 

Caspar  W.  Weiiberger 

SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE  1985 
"The  Legion  has  always 
provided  a  steady  voice  of 
support  for  our  security.  It  is 
a  voice  based  on  realism, 
strength  of  conviction  and 
commitment  as  demonstrat- 
ed by  your  participation  in 
peace  and  in  war.  You  have 
always  been  there.  America 
is  the  last  great  hope  of  a 
free  world." 

Gen.  Charles  A.  Homer 

USAF,  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  US 
SPACE  COMMAND,  1993: 
*'I  can  recall  the  importance 
of  the  Legion,  particularly 
during  the  very  dark  period 
of  our  nation's  life  —  the 
'20s  and  '30s.  My  father  was 
always  on  the  stump  arguing 
for  preparedness,  particularly 
in  the  '30s.  I  remember  he 
used  to  take  the  train  into 
Chicago,  and  give  speeches 
over  radio  station  WGN  urg- 
ing Americans  to  wake  up  to 
a  threat  that  appeared  to  be 
forming  in  Europe.  And  so, 
believe  me,  the  work  you  do 
today  is  no  less  important, 
and  is  just  as  urgent  as  it  was 
then."  □ 
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Your  urinary  symptoms  may  be  caused  by  a  condition  called  benign  prostate 
enlargement  or  BPH.  BPH  is  not  cancer  and  does  not  lead  to  cancer,  although 
the  two  conditions  can  exist  at  the  same  time.  Remember,  only  a  doctor  can 

evaluate  your  symptoms  and  their 


Is  this  you? 

Yes 

No 

Do  you  get  up  more  than  once  or  twice  a  night  to  urinate? 

□ 

□ 

Do  you  often  have  sudden,  uncontrollable  urges  to  urinate? 

□ 

□ 

Do  you  have  a  hesitant  or  slow  urine  stream? 

□ 

□ 

Do  you  have  a  frequent  need  to  urinate? 

□ 

□ 

If  you  answered  yes  to  even  one  question,  tell  your  doctor. 

©1994,  Merck  £  Co.,  Inc. 
All  rights  reserved. 


possible  causes. 

Today,  symptomatic  BPH  can 
be  treated  by  your  doctor  in 
several  ways.  The  options  are 
monitoring  the  condition  with 
regular  checkups,  surgery,  or  oral 
medicines.  One  oral  medicine  is 
PROSCAR,  the  only  prescription  medicine  for  the  treatment  of  symptomatic 
BPH  that  can  shrink  the  prostate. 

PROSCAR  works  by  blocking  a  hormone  that  can 
cause  the  prostate  to  enlarge.  But  it  is  important  to 
know:  PROSCAR  doesn't  work  for  everyone. 
Although  the  prostate  may  shrink,  there  may  not  be 
an  improvement  in  urinary  symptoms.  However,  in 
clinical  studies  with  PROSCAR,  some  men  have  seen 
an  improvement  in  their  urinary  symptoms  after  2 
weeks.  Others  have  found  that  PROSCAR  took  up  to  several  months  to  help 
them.  Because  all  men  are  different,  you  and  your  doctor  will  need  to  deter- 
mine how  PROSCAR  is  working  for  you. 

If  you  have  any  urinary  symptoms,  see  your  family  doctor  or  a  urologist  soon, 
and  ask  about  PROSCAR.  For  free  information  to  help  you  discuss  your 
symptoms  with  your  doctor,  call  1-800-635-4452. 

For  the  treatment  of  symptomatic  BPH 


Jmg 

[FINASTERIDE] 

The  only  medicine  that  can  shrink  the  prostate. 

Please  see  patient  information  on  the  next  page. 


The  prostate  surrounds 
part  of  the  urethra, 
the  tube  that  carries 
urine  from  the  bladder. 
As  the  prostate  enlarges, 
it  can  squeeze  the 
urethra  and  cause 
urinary  problems. 


J4PO44(302)-MKP4031 


PATIENT  INFORMATION  ABOUT 

PROSCAR*  (Prahs-car) 

Generic  name:  finasteride  (fin-AS-tur-eyed) 

PROSCAR  is  for  the  treatment  of 
symptomatic  benign  prostatic  hyperplasia 
and  for  use  by  men  only. 

Your  doctor  may  prescribe  PROSCAR  if  you 
have  a  medical  condition  called  benign  prostatic 
hyperplasia  or  BPH.  This  occurs  only  in  men. 

Please  read  this  information,  as  well  as  the  leaflet 
which  accompanies  your  medication,  before  you 
start  taking  PROSCAR.  Also,  read  the  leaflet 
each  time  you  renew  your  prescription,  just  in 
case  anything  has  changed.  Remember,  this 
leaflet  does  not  take  the  place  of  careful  discus- 
sions with  your  doctor.  You  and  your  doctor 
should  discuss  PROSCAR  when  you  start  taking 
your  medication  and  at  regular  checkups. 

What  is  BPH? 

BPH  is  an  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland. 
After  age  50,  most  men  develop  enlarged 
prostates.  The  prostate  is  located  below  the 
bladder.  As  the  prostate  enlarges,  it  may  slowly 
restrict  the  flow  of  urine.  This  can  lead  to 
symptoms  such  as: 

•  a  weak  or  interrupted  urinary  stream 

•  a  feeling  that  you  cannot  empty  your  bladder 
completely 

•  a  feeling  of  delay  or  hesitation  when  you  start 
to  urinate 

•  a  need  to  urinate  often,  especially  at  night 

•  a  feehng  that  you  must  urinate  right  away. 

Treatment  options  for  BPH 

There  are  three  main  treatment  options  for  BPH: 

•  Program  of  monitoring  or  "Watchful 
Waiting".  If  a  man  has  an  enlarged  prostate 
gland  and  no  symptoms  or  if  his  symptoms  do 
not  bother  him,  he  and  his  doctor  may  decide 
on  a  program  of  monitoring  which  would 
include  regular  checkups,  instead  of  medica- 
tion or  surgery. 

•  Medication.  Yom-  doctor  may  prescribe 
PROSCAR  for  BPH.  See  "What  PROSCAR 
does"  below. 

•  Surgery.  Some  patients  may  need  surgery. 
Your  doctor  can  describe  several  different  sur- 
gical procedures  for  BPH.  Which  procedure  is 
best  depends  on  your  symptoms  and  medical 
condition. 

What  PROSCAR  does 

PROSCAR  lowers  levels  of  a  key  hormone  called 
DHT  (dihydrotestosterone),  which  is  a  major 
cause  of  prostate  growth.  Lowering  DHT  leads 
to  shrinkage  of  the  enlarged  prostate  gland  in 
most  men.  This  can  lead  to  gradual  improve- 
ment in  urine  flow  and  symptoms  over  the  next 
several  months.  However,  since  each  case  of 
BPH  is  different,  you  should  know  that: 

•  Even  though  the  prostate  shrinks,  you  may 
NOT  see  an  improvement  in  urine  flow  or 
symptoms. 

•  You  may  need  to  take  PROSCAR  for  six  (6) 
months  or  more  to  see  whether  it  helps  you. 

•  Even  though  you  take  PROSCAR  and  it  may 
help  you,  it  is  not  known  whether  PROSCAR 
reduces  the  need  for  surgery. 

What  you  need  to  know  while  taking 
PROSCAR 

•  You  must  see  your  doctor  regularly. 

While  taking  PROSCAR,  you  must  have  regu- 
lar checkups.  Follow  your  doctor's  advice 
about  when  to  have  these  checkups. 

•About  side  effects.  Like  all  prescription 
drugs,  PROSCAR  may  cause  side  effects.  Side 
effects  due  to  PROSCJAR  may  include  impo- 
tence 'or  inability  to  have  an  erection)  and  less 
desire  for  sex.  Each  of  these  side  effects 
occurred  in  less  than  4%  of  patients  in  clinical 
studies.  In  some  cases  side  effects  went  away 
while  the  pati<!nt  continued  to  take  PROSCAR. 

Some  men  taking  I'HOSCjAR  may  have  a 
decrease  in  the  amount  of  semen  released  dur- 


ing sex.  This  decrease  does  not  appear  to 
interfere  with  normal  sexual  ftinction.  Rarely, 
some  men  have  reported  breast  swelling 
and/or  tenderness  or  allergic  reactions  such  as 
lip  swelling  and  rash. 

You  should  discuss  side  effects  with  your  doctor 
before  taking  PROSCAR"  (Finasteride)  and  any- 
time you  think  you  are  having  a  side  effect. 

•  Checking  for  prostate  cancer.  Yom-  doctor 
has  prescribed  PROSCAR  for  symptomatic 
BPH  and  not  for  cancer — but  a  man  can  have 
BPH  and  prostate  cancer  at  the  same  time. 
Doctors  usually  recommend  that  men  be 
checked  for  prostate  cancer  once  a  year  when 
they  turn  50  (or  40  if  a  family  member  has  had 
prostate  cancer).  These  checks  should  contin- 
ue while  you  take  PROSCAR.  PROSCAR  is 
not  a  treatment  for  prostate  cancer. 

•  About  prostate  specific  antigen  (PSA). 

Your  doctor  may  have  done  a  blood  test  called 
PSA.  PROSCAR  can  alter  PSA  values.  For 
more  information,  talk  to  your  doctor. 

•  A  warning  about  PROSCAR  and 
pregnancy. 

PROSCAR  is  for  use  by  MEN  only. 

PROSCAR  is  generally  well  tolerated  in  men. 
However,  women  who  are  pregnant,  or  women 
who  could  become  pregnant,  should  avoid  the 
active  ingredient  in  PROSCAR. 

If  the  active  ingredient  is  absorbed  by  a 
woman  who  is  pregnant  with  a  male  baby,  it 
may  cause  the  male  baby  to  be  bom  with 
abnormalities  of  the  sex  organs.  Therefore, 
any  woman  who  is  pregnant  or  who  could 
become  pregnant  must  not  come  into  direct 
contact  with  the  active  ingredient  in 
PROSCAR. 

Two  of  the  ways  in  which  a  woman  might 
absorb  the  active  ingredient  in  PROSCAR  are: 

Sexual  contact.  Your  semen  may  contain 
a  small  amount  of  the  active  ingredient 
of  the  drug.  If  your  partner  is  pregnant,  or 
if  you  and  your  partner  decide  to  have 
a  baby,  you  must  stop  taking  PROSCAR  and 
talk  to  your  doctor.  If  your  partner  could 
become  pregnant,  proper  use  of  a  condom  can 
reduce  the  risk  of  exposing  her  to  yoixr  semen 
(discuss  this  further  with  your  doctor). 

Handling  broken  tablets.  Women  who 

Eire  pregnant  or  who  could  become  pregnant 

must  not  handle  broken  tablets  of  PROSCAR. 

PROSCAR  tablets  are  coated  to  prevent  con- 
tact with  the  active  ingredient  during  normal 
handhng.  If  this  coating  is  broken,  the  tablets 
should  not  be  handled  by  women  who  are 
pregnant  or  who  could  become  pregnant. 

If  a  woman  who  is  pregnant  comes  into  contact 
with  the  active  ingredient  in  PROSCAR,  a  doc- 
tor should  be  consulted.  Remember,  these 
warnings  apply  only  if  the  woman  exposed  to 
PROSCAR  is  pregnant  or  could  become  pregnant. 

How  to  take  PROSCAR 

Follow  your  doctor's  advice  about  how  to  take 
PROSCAR.  You  must  take  it  every  day.  You 
may  take  it  with  or  between  meals.  To  avoid 
forgetting  to  take  PROSCAR,  it  may  be  helpful 
to  take  it  the  same  time  every  day. 

Do  not  share  PROSCAR  with  anyone  else;  it 
was  prescribed  only  for  you. 

Keep  PROSCAR  and  cdl  medicines  out  of  the 
reach  of  children. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
'PROSCAR'  AND  BPH,  TALK  WITH  YOUR 
DOCTOR.  IN  ADDITION,  TALK  TO  YOUR 
PHARMACIST  OR  OTHER  HEALTH  CARE 
PROVIDER. 


^  MERCK 

©  1994,  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc. 
West  Point,  PA  19486 
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LEGION  OFFERS 
WWII  COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLIEGTION 

THE  American  Legion  year  commencing 
with  the  close  of  the  76th  Annual  National 
Convention  ushers  in  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  end  of  World  War  II.  In  1995,  the  victors 
—  foremost  among  whom  are  the  men  and 
women  who  comprise  nearly  half  the  Legion's 
membership  —  will  commemorate  America's 
triumph  over  the  Axis  powers. 

The  Legion's  World  War  II  Commemorative 
Committee  has  commissioned  a  unique  collec- 
tion of  items  to  help  mark  the  anniversary. 
Every  item  in  the  collection,  ranging  from  nap- 
kins and  coasters  for  Post  homes  to  keepsakes 
for  veterans  and  their  loved  ones,  bears  a  dis- 
tinctive World  War  II  victory  logo  designed  espe- 
cially by  the  committee  for  American  Legion 
members. 

"We  recognized  early  on  that  our  generation 
accomplished  a  feat  that  deserves  to  live  on  in 
the  memory  of  those  who  fought  the  war,  yes, 
but  perhaps  equally  as  important,  in  the  minds 
of  the  generations  who  came  after  us,  too,"  said 
Herman  G.  Harrington,  European  combat  veter- 
an and  Chairman  of  the  Commemorative  Com- 
mittee. Commemorative  gifts,  he  said,  can  be 
passed  as  heirlooms  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion. 

The  collection  was  launched  in  August  with 
the  unveiling  of  the  personalized  World  War  II 
Commemorative  Calendar.  Demand  for  the 
limited  edition  calendar  will  be  overwhelming, 
Harrington  said,  adding  that  because  of  the 
complexity  of  adding  a  different  name  to  each 
calendar,  the  calendars  require  a  lengthy  pro- 
duction time  and  will  not  be  available  after 
November. 

"What  is  particularly  interesting  is  that  we 
expect  many  Legion  Posts  to  order  the  calen- 
dars personalized  in  honor  of  their  World  War 
II  members  as  a  group,"  Harrington  said. 
"Originally,  we  didn't  anticipate  that,  but  those 
calendars  turn  out  really  well." 

Posts  also  can  purchase  a  wall  clock,  mugs, 
beverage  and  shot  glasses,  and  playing  cards  in 
addition  to  the  napkins  and  coasters.  VA  volun- 
teers are  considering  some  of  the  more  person- 
al items  —  lapel  pins,  caps,  watches,  table 
clocks,  Zippo  lighters  and  money  clips,  and  the 
playing  cards  —  as  special  gifts  for  veterans 
hospitalized  during  the  holidays.  And  of  course, 
any  of  the  items  are  ideal  as  gifts  anytime  for  a 
World  War  II  veteran. 

Information  on  purchasing  the  items  is 
available  in  the  Commemorative  Calendar,  at 
the  special  World  War  II  booth  at  National  Con- 
vention or  by  requesting  a  mini  catalog  from 
the  World  War  II  Commemorative  Committee, 
in  care  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Division  at  Nation- 
al Headquarters.  □ 
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The  American  Legion  World  War  II  Commemorative  Committee  Presents 


The  Official  5()th  Annivcrsciry 

World  War  II 

COMiMEMORAl  IVE  CALENDAR 


PERSONALIZED  TO  YOUR  SPECIFICATIONS! 


Limited  Time 
Offer 

ORDER  NOW! 


WORLD  WAR  U 

ConunemoKHlve  Calendar 

1             r—                                   AVAIlAllf  UCtUUVIlTfKOM 
l^^O          mf  UtIUCANUGIONWOUDWARIICOMMEMOIlATIVI 

cOMMrnfE 

VNUARY  1995 


Actual  Size: 

11 'A"  X  10  V4"  Closed 

irA"  X  19  V4"  Open 


30 


25 


26 


20 


27 


14 


28 


In  Recognition 

oittwyailatit        ^fenmatc  ^.  "TfaimiK^toK 


•  Commemorating  the  50th  Anniversary  of 

America's  victory  in  World  War  II. 

50"^  Anniversnrii 

•  Available  personalized  Xa  reco^ize  oif 
memorialize  a  belovedyveteran's  service. 


.Si- 


tus icvents 


•  A  daily  ren^inder  of /ttiejmome: 
of  the  Yedf  of  Vi^^, -vi9^5 


.0  " 

An  ideal  gijft  for  aldwa  (me>  th^,faniilies  of 
those  who  fi^li  in  or  for^9urse:lf . 

•  Proceeds  froii^yiei^e^  t^  I 
Commemorative  Calendar  support  the 
WWII  Memorial  in  Washington,  PC. 

•  Limited  Production  Ron!  Personalized 
calendars  available  only  on  orders  received 
before  October  15,  1994. 


Only  $8.95  for  the  First  Calendar 

$7.95  for  Additional  Calendar 
Personalized  with  the  Same  Name 

An  impressive  and  inexpensive  way  to 
honor  by  name  those  who  won  the  war... 
all  year  long! 


"...To  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars. 


Clip  and  mail  with  your  payment  to:  American  Legion  Commemorative  Calendar,  P.O.  Box  CCC,  Sleepy  Eye,  MN  56085-9901 
Mail  Calendar(s)  to: 
Name  


First  Calendar 


$8.95 


Address 


City/State/Zip  Code  

Please  print  name  of  veteran  to  be  honored  exactly  as  you  wish  it  to  appear  on  the 

calendar:  

IMPORTANT:  One  personalized  name  per  order  form,  please.  You  may 
duplicate  this  form  to  order  calendars  with  another  name. 

Please  select  One  of  the  following: 

O  In  Recognition  of  the  Valiant  Service  of  (living  veteran) 
O  In  Memory  of  the  Valiant  Service  of  (deceased  veteran) 
O  In  Recognition  of  the  Valiant  Service  of  World  War  11  Veterans 
Payment  Method:   □  Check/Money  Order       G  Visa        G  MasterCard 
Visa/MC  Number  


@  $7.95 


Qty.  Total 

MN  Residents  Sales  Tax  6.5%  

Shipping  &  Handling  WE  PAY 
TOTAL   


Include  check/money  order  or 
VISA/MasterCard  number 


Exp.  Date_ 


Signature  

Order  Cut-Off  Date:  October  15,  1994  Please  Allow  6-8  Weeks  for  Delivery 

Quantity  Discounts  Available  -  Please  Call  for  Information  1-800-833-8136 


WHf  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

A\TC  TA  MP 

Editor's  note:  When  we  asked  readers  what  The  American  Legion  means 
to  them,  we  were  inundated  with  hundreds  of  letters,  many  vividly  and 
movingly  describing  how  the  Legion  has  influenced  their  lives.  Legion- 
naires and  their  family  members  wrote  us  about  their  ties  to  the  Legion, 
to  their  local  Posts  and  to  their  fellow  Blue  Cappers.  Below  is  a  selection 
of  those  letters;  we  regret  we  do  not  have  space  to  print  them  all. 


FAMILY  TRADITIOni 

As  A  CHILD,  the  Legion 
was  a  place  to  play  on  the 
cannons  while  my  par- 
ents attended  meetings.  It 
meant  poppies,  flags,  parades 
and  eating  Swiss  steak  at  the 
Auxiliary's  dinner. 
Now,  I  realize  more. 
My  grandfather,  a  WWI 
veteran,  sent  three  sons  to 
World  War  II.  Only  two 
returned. 

Dad  became  Legion  Com- 
mander; mother,  his  advo- 
cate. My  brother  played  taps 
there.  My  husband  attended 
the  Legion's  Boys  State,  and 
served  in  Vietnam.  Another 
brother  served  in  the  Air 
Force. 

My  23-year  membership 
pays  them  tribute.  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  family  speaks  a 
language  of  everlasting  loy- 
alty to  God  and  Country. 
They  sustain  America. 

Wilma  Fleming 
Allef>any,  N.Y. 


IN  « OF  GRIEF 

[ILE  serving  during 
the  Korean  War,  I  was 
granted  only  a  three- 
day  leave  to  come  home  to 
western  Pennsylvania  to 
arrange  the  funeral  for  my 
widowed  mother.  I  contacted 
members  of  the  DuBois,  Pa., 
Legion  Post  where  my 
father,  a  WWI  veteran,  had 
been  a  life  member.  They 
took  care  of  not  only  the 
funeral,  but  the  follow-up 
VA  paper  work.  For  this,  I 
have  dedicated  the  past  40 
years  to  The  American  Le- 
gion. 

Robert  Olson 
Post  476,  Franklin,  Pa. 


IlilVOLVEMEniT 

''HEN  asked  to  join  the 
Legion,  I  was  a  mid- 
dle-aged, inarticulate 
engineer  in  corporate  mid- 
dle management.  The  Post 
was  friendly,  the  members 
blunt  and  honest.  Soon,  a 
commander  asked  me  to 
"just  take  notes  at  meet- 
ings." 

Later,  as  adjutant,  I 
learned  how  complex, 
involved  and  vital  Legion 
programs  are  to  veterans,  the 
community  and  VA  hospi- 


tals. Later,  I  realized  Legion 
involvement  changed  me 
from  a  passive  observer  to  an 
active,  involved  participant 
in  life.  I  became  the  leader  I 
should  have  been  when  I 
was  younger.  My  greatest 
compliment  came  when  our 
Post's  best  young  leader 
said,  "Thanks  for  getting  me 
involved." 

John  E.  Hein 
Post  293,  Mays  Landing,  NJ. 


JOINED  IIU  SERVICE 

THE  American  Legion 
keeps  us  together  so  we 
can  help  each  other.  We 
join  hands  for  our  commu- 
nity services,  such  as  donat- 
ing money  to  victims  of  nat- 
ural disasters. 

Modesto  P.  Agyao 
Post  41 ,  Baguio  City 
Philippines 


MORETHANACLOR 

I FIRST  learned  of  the 
organization  before  it 
even  had  a  name.  At  a 
Salvation  Army  hut  in 
Gondrecourt  four  days  after 
the  Paris  Caucus,  I  heard  a 
report  from  delegates.  At 
first.  The  American  Legion 
meant  to  me  the  continued 


association  of  veterans  of 
the  World  War.  Later  I  real- 
ized that  The  American 
Legion  was  much  more  than 
just  a  social  club,  and  I  was 
glad  to  participate  in  some 
of  its  many  fine  programs. 

Charles  W.  Hill 
Post  1 ,  Topeka,  Kan. 


VOICE  OF  AMERICA 

THERE  seems  to  be  few 
organizations  that  speak 
for  America.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  is  such  an  orga- 
nization. It  approaches  the 
nation's  affairs  and  problems 
with  a  philosophy  that  re- 
flects the  traditional  values 
and  customs  this  country  is 
based  on.  Those  values  are 
honesty,  fair  play,  responsi- 
bility, duty,  honor  and  fami- 

ly. 

Norman  B.  Curry 
Post  675,  Hayward,  Calif. 


6IRILLl£A0ER 

I BELONG  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  because  it  was 
the  only  veterans'  organi- 
zation that  introduced  and 
fought  for  the  GI  Bill  of 
Rights.  By  this  action,  it 
helped  veterans  be  able  to  go 
to  college  and  own  homes. 

Chester  H.  Miller 
Post  311,  Miami,  Fla. 


SCOOTiniGDUlY 

WHEN  I  was  a  boy  grow- 
ing up  in  Collings- 
wood,  N.J.,  I  joined  a 
Scout  troop  sponsored  by  the 
local  American  Legion  Post. 
As  a  Scout,  I  learned  the 
principle  of  duty  to  God  and 
Country.  As  a  man,  when  I 
became  eligible  to  join  the 
Legion,  I  did  so  because  the 
organization  is  based  on  the 
principle  of  duty  to  God  and 
Country. 

I  am  proud  that  Legion 
Please  turn  page 
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New  for  American  Legion  Member  Families 
EXCLUSIVE  UNITED  STATES  VETERANS 
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Commemorative  Military  Rings 

Personalized  with  your  initials  and  year  dates  of  Service 


Personalized  with  your  initials 
and  year  dates  of  Service 


Your  ring  presented  in 
a  handsome  gift  box. 


Available  only  to  Veterans 
OF  THE  United  States 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  IVIarines  and  Coast  Guard 


We  proudly  present  our  Official  United  States  Military  Gold 
Emblem  Rings  to  honor  those  Veterans  who  served  our  Country. 

Your  choice  of  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marine  or  Coast  Guard 
Emblems  sculptured  in  solid  10  Karat  Gold.  Boldly  displayed 
on  genuine  polished  Black  Onyx. 

Set  atop  an  exclusive  "Pillars  of  Strength"  Ring  design  crafted 
of  Solid  Sterling  silver  richly  finished  in  22  Karat  Gold. 

Your  ring  will  be  custom  crafted  to  order  and  engraved  with 
your  initials  and  years  of  service.  A  proud,  permanent  heirloom 
to  treasure  for  a  lifetime. 


CALL  NOW  TOLL-FREE  TO  ORDER  YOUR  RING 

1-800-255-3048 

Monday  -  Friday  from  9am  -  5pm  EST 


INTEREST-FREE  PAYMENT  PLAN 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  100% 


Thank  you  priced  at  just  $149*  and  an 
affordable  payment  plan  is  available. 
If  not  satisfied,  you  may  return  your 
ring  within  30  days  for  replacement  or 
refund-no  questions  asked. 

So  order  today.  You  may  call  toll  free  to  order: 

1-800-255-3048 

These  rings  are  not  sold  in  stores. 

NOTE:  A  custom  ring  sizer  will  be  sent  to  you  before 
shipment  to  assure  your  correct  fit. 


Or  mail  to:  Veteran's  Commemorative  Gold  Emblem  Ring 
731  Martha  Avenue,  Lancaster  PA  17601 

□  YES.  I  wish  to  order  the  following  Exclusive 
Military  Gold  Emblem  Ring(s).  Check  (/)  choices: 

Army  □      Navy  □      Air  Force  □ 
Marine  □     Coast  Guard  □ 

Initials  desired  (3)  

Service  Years: 


to 


I  need  send  no  money  now.  Bill  me  in  four  monthly 
installments  of  $37.25*  each,  with  the  first  payment 
due  prior  to  shipment.  A  custom  ring  sizer  will  be 
sent  before  shipment  to  assure  my  correct  fit. 
And  my  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed. 

□  Shipping  Address  (We  CANNOT  ship  to  P.O.  Boxes) 
Name  


Address 
City  


Allow  4-6  weeks  for  delivery. 


State 


*  Plus  $7.95  for  engraving,  shipping,  and  handling. 
PA  residents  add  6%  ($9.42)  for  sales  tax. 


Zip  

ALM-9/94-R 
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MEMS  TO  ME 


Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units 
charter  almost  2,600  Scout 
units  nationwide,  and  I  am 
proud  the  Legion  conducts 
the  National  Scout  of  the 
Year  Award. 

Walter  S.  BullJr. 
Post  54,  Amarillo,  Texas 


FLAG  WAVERS 

THE  American  Legion 
helps  us  renew  our  re- 
spect for  the  U.S.  Flag 
not  only  on  Flag  Day,  but 
every  day. 

Charles  H.McGill 
Decatur,  Ala. 


HOPE  IS  HERE 

A SIGN  in  our  Post  home 
reads:  "Hope  Is  Here: 
Some  bring  it  when  they 
enter,  others  bring  it  when 
they  leave."  If  you  want 
reforms  in  your  community, 
state,  or  in  the  nation,  join 
the  Legion.  Yes,  hope  is 
here! 

Perry  Calica 
Post  464,  Los  Angeles 


SMAL  TOWN  PRIDE 

MY  FATHER  went  to 
France  with  the  Amer- 
ican Expeditionary 
Force  (AEF)  and  was  a 
charter  member  of  Ameri- 
can Legion  Post  554.  He  re- 
mained a  member  for  the  54 
years  of  life  left  to  him.  His 
50-year  pin  is  part  of  a 
plaque  dedicated  to  him  that 
hangs  on  the  wall  of  my 
house.  He  was  proud  to  be  a 
Legionnaire. 

During  the  '30s  when  my 
brother  and  I  were  growing 
up,  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Magazine  was  the  only 
magazine  that  we  had  access 
to  on  a  regular  basis.  We 
used  what  we  found  in  its 
pages  as  our  window  to  the 
world  and  to  prepare  our 


schoolwork.  It  was  an  in- 
valuable learning  aid  with  its 
views  of  civics,  history  and, 
above  all,  ethics.  For  us,  it 
was  a  textbook  and  covered 
just  about  everything  of 
importance  including  humor 
(my  favorite  was  Walgrens' 
cartoon  feature,  "Saluting 
Demon  of  the  AEF"). 

During  the  '30s  and  '40s 
our  Legion  Post  was  the 
main  gathering  spot  of  the 
town.  Everything  took  place 
there  —  town  meetings,  sup- 
pers, shows,  dances  and 
much  more.  There  was 
scarcely  a  night  when  there 
was  not  some  kind  of  activi- 
ty taking  place  there.  Most 
of  the  older  residents  have 
fond  memories  of  the  place. 
When  I  am  in  the  building,  I 
think  of  my  father,  a  graceful 
waltzer  gliding  across  the 
floor  to  the  strains  of  "Har- 
bor Lights"  or  "Roses  of 
Picardy." 

But  there  was  more  to  the 
Legion  than  just  the  Post 
hall.  Many  of  us  played 
baseball  on  Legion-spon- 
sored teams  or  learned  to  use 
a  rifle  on  the  range  in  the 
Post  basement.  The  Legion 
drum  corps  made  the  town 
proud  with  snap  and  preci- 
sion. The  Post  was  the  place 
our  defense  company  drilled 
before  and  right  after  Pearl 
Harbor,  and  many  of  us 
learned  close-order  drill,  rifle 
nomenclature  and  military 
courtesy  there  as  a  head  start 
before  we  entered  the  ser- 
vice. 

In  our  small  town  of 
2,500  souls,  it  is  no  exagger- 
ation to  say  that  the  Legion 
was  a  large  part  of  our  lives. 
Legionnaires  were  our  role 
models.  They  saw  us  off  to 
another  war,  one  so  horrible 
that  the  world  would  have 
plunged  into  a  new  dark  age 
had  we  failed.  They  prayed 
for  us,  welcomed  us  home, 
fought  for  our  benefits  and 
mourned  for  our  fallen.  For 
me,  the  Legion  always  repre- 
sented what  is  finest  about 
America.  They  were  here 
when  we  needed  them,  they 


fought  the  good  fight,  they 
stayed  the  course,  they  kept 
the  faith. 

Robert  Erhardt 
Post  554,  Fort  Plain,  NY. 


WALLOFTRIROTE 

UR  American  Legion 
Post  offers  a  very  poig- 
nant reminder.  A  wall  of 
our  Post  home  holds  photos 
of  16  servicemen  in  our  lit- 
tle village  who  made  the 
supreme  sacrifice  for  God 
and  Country.  Every  day  is 
Memorial  Day  in  our  Post 
and,  as  one  who  survived,  I 
respect  those  boys  and  their 
families. 

Don  Johnston 
Post  252,  Philmont,  N.Y. 


THELEGIOIUWAniTEOME 

I BELONG  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  because,  as  a 
Vietnam  veteran,  the 
Legion  wanted  me  when  the 
rest  of  the  nation  didn't. 

Harry  T.  Williams 
Post  469,  Yucca  Valley,  Calif. 


A  COMPANY  OF  HEROES 

FOR  40  years,  I  gave  no 
thought  to  joining  the 
Legion.  Why  would  I 
want  to  remember  those 
miserable  two  years  taken 
from  my  life  by  the  Army? 
Besides,  my  war  was  spent 
safely  in  the  stateside  —  far 
from  any  danger. 

What  did  I  have  in  com- 
mon with  my  friend,  Donald, 
who  died  in  a  ball  turret?  Or 
my  friend,  Malcolm,  who 
was  an  infantry  scout  in  the 
Pacific?  Or  my  friend,  Ross, 
who  went  ashore  on  D-Day? 
These  were  the  true  Legion- 
naires —  the  ones  who  suf- 
fered the  fear,  the  mud  and 
the  blood. 

Then  two  years  ago,  at 
age  65,  I  joined  the  Legion. 
Why?  Maybe  I'm  searching 
for  lost  youth.  Maybe  I 
thought  that  the  Legion, 


which  stands  for  Duty, 
Honor  and  Country,  deserves 
my  support.  But  most  of  all  I 
joined  because  of  the  pre- 
cious memory  that,  for  a 
short  period  of  my  Ufe,  I  was 
once  one  of  a  company  of 
heroes. 

Arch  Wakefield 
Post  172,  Tega  Cay,  S.C. 


SECOND  GENERATION 

1 BELONG  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  because  I  am 
proud  to  be  a  second  gen- 
eration veteran.  My  father 
was  Commander  of  Post  23 
in  1926,  the  year  of  my  birth. 
I  was  proud  that  he  was  a 
Legionnaire.  The  Legion  pin 
was  the  only  one  I  saw  him 
wear.  He  was  buried  wearing 
his  Legion  pin. 

Lytle  Landers 
Post  23,  Shelbyville,  Tenn. 


AT  DAT  FOR  VETERANS 

THERE  are  several  rea- 
sons I  belong  to  The 
American  Legion.  When 
I  was  told  I  was  unable  to 
work,  I  filed  for  a  pension. 
At  first  it  was  denied,  but  the 
Legion  went  to  bat  for  me 
and  my  pension  was  ap- 
proved. I  can't  say  enough 
about  the  Legion. 

Clinton  A.  Roberts 
Post  121,  Washington,  Ind. 


GIVING  RACK  THE  GIFT 

A YEAR  before  my  high 
school  graduation,  a 
representative  from  The 
American  Legion  spoke  to 
our  class  about  the  character 
traits  of  honor,  courage, 
leadership  and  service.  A 
medal  would  be  presented  at 
graduation  to  a  student  who 
best  exemplified  these  traits. 
I  strived  to  improve  my 
character  and  I  received  the 
medal. 

My  character  was  further 
strengthened  when  I  joined 
Please  turn  page 
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Men's  Adjust-A-Band 

SLACKS 

for  24-hour  comfort! 

Forever  comfortable,  always  handsome,  Adjust-A-Band  Slacks  from 
BLAIR  feature  hidden  elastic  side  inserts  that  automatically  compensate 
for  waistline  "ups  and  downs"  —  and  no  one  can  tell! 

All  style  details  are  classic,  to  give  you  a  trim,  impeccable  appearance. 
And  the  woven  polyester/cotton  blend  twill  assures  both  wrinkle-free 
performance  and  superb  comfort.  Machine  wash/dry. 

Similar  slacks  cost  as  much  as  $50!  Adjust-A-Band  Slacks  are  much 
less  and  are  available  for  a  Week's  Free  Trial!  Wear  them  anywhere 
you  please. . .  no  obligation  to  keep  them. 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 
ABSOLUTELY!  If  your  Slacks  ever  fail  to 
perform  to  your  satisfaction,  return  them 
for  a  full  refund  or  replacement. 


C  I  Please  rush  my  two  pairs  of  Adjust- 
I  E<^5  A-Band  Slacks  from  BLAIR  for  a 
week's  FREE  TRIAL.  Then  I'll  send  just  $29.95 
plus  handling  and  shipping  —  or  return  the 
Slacks  at  my  expense  and  owe  nothing. 

I     TO  SAVE  EVEN  MORE,  I've  enclosed  my  payment 
now  so  BLAIR  pays  ALL  handling  and  shipping 
I      costs.  All  my  money  will  be  instantly  refunded 
I      if  I'm  not  pleased. 


I 


TO  ORDER:  1.  Circle  your  waist  size. 

30,    32,    34,    36,    38,    40,    42,    44,    46,  48 


2.  Circle  your  inseam. 


SHORT 
(27-28) 


MEDIUM 
(29-30) 


LONG 
(31-32) 


X  LONG 
(33-34) 


3.  Check  {  ^)  colors  wanted. 


(Please  print  dearly) 


Address . 


_Apt.  #_ 


City  . 


State  . 


-Zip. 


Home  Phone  No.  ( . 


-)- 


Credit  orders  subject  to  approval      -    '  '  ■ 
Imported  Offer  good  only  in  USA 

Mail  today  to;  BLAIR®,  WARREN,  PA  16366 
QUALITY  AND  VALUE  SINCE  1910 


The  American  Legion  and 
became  involved  in  commu- 
nity service  for  God  and 
Country.  As  a  Post  comman- 
der and  Americanism  offi- 
cer, I  presented  more  than 
900  medals  to  outstanding 
students,  giving  back  the  gift 
I  had  received,  the  incentive 
for  character  building. 

Joseph  M.  Heidecker 
Post  407,  Chicago 


NATIONAL  COniSCIEniCE 

THE  American  Legion, 
an  organization  devoted 
to  God  and  Country,  is 
the  embodiment  of  loyalty, 
patriotism  and  traditional 
American  values.  Perhaps 
most  important  has  been  the 
role  of  The  American  Le- 
gion in  the  development  of 
a  "national  conscience" 
which  keeps  us  mindful  of 
our  individual  and  collec- 
tive responsibilities  to  keep 
America  strong,  prepared 
and  free. 

Arthur  L.  Aikman 
Carbondale,  III. 


BORN  INTO  THE  LEGION 

I WAS  born  American 
Legion.  I  don't  remem- 
ber life  without  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAG- 
AZINE being  in  our  home. 
My  dad,  a  WWI  Army  vet, 
joined  the  Legion  way  back 
when,  and  1  recall  while  just 
a  small  child  the  suppers 
and  dances  held  at  the 
Legion  hall.  Dad  used  to 
preach  that  the  Legion 
"stood  up  for  the  vets." 

Dad  and  the  rest  of  the 
family  read  each  issue  of  the 
magazine  from  cover  to 
cover.  As  a  child,  1  devel- 
oped a  habit  of  reading  the 
jokes  at  the  back  before  pro- 
ceeding to  read  the  rest  of 
the  magazine.  I  still  read  it 
that  way. 

During  WWII,  as  each 


child  joined  the  service,  Dad 
would  automatically  enroll 
us  in  The  American  Legion 
(on  him)  and  send  us  a 
membership  card.  My  broth- 
er first,  Amy  Infantry.  My 
sister  second.  Navy  Waves. 
And  then  me.  Navy  Am- 
phibious Forces.  All  of  us 
served  overseas,  and  my 
brother  and  I  were  in  the 
Korean  War.  One  of  the  hap- 
piest moments  of  my  Dad's 
life  was  when  he  received 
his  50-year  Legion  service 
pin.  I  am  a  life  member  of 
the  same  Post  where  my 
father  so  proudly  served. 
The  Legion  is  part  of  me. 

Jack  L.  Whenry 
Post  34,  El  Reno,  Okla. 


PAST,  PRESENT  &  FUTURE 

To  Me,  The  American 
Legion  means:  A  con- 
nection with  the  past;  a 
commitment  to  the  present; 
and  a  safeguard  for  the 
future! 

David  Goslin 
Post  1,  Wofford  Heights,  Calif. 


ISLANO  OF  STRENGTH 

THE  Legion  has  been  a 
refuge,  an  island  of 
strength  and  stability, 
providing  camaraderie  for 
all  men  and  women  return- 
ing home  for  75  years.  Le- 
gionnaires have  been  stand- 
ing by  their  fellow  members 
during  war  and  peace, 
guarding  our  precious  rights. 

Edward  E.  Keever 
Post  47,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


NEW  CITIZEN'S  SALUTE 

(BECAME  a  naturalized 
U.S.  citizen  on  Aug.  26, 
1992,  at  the  74th  Nation- 
al Convention  in  Chicago. 
My  spouse  and  my  son  have 
since  come  to  the  United 
States,  and  now  we  live 
together  in  this  country.  My 
thanks  to  The  American 
Legion  for  the  help  you 


gave  me  and  my  family. 

Joseph  Mariano 
Post  1,  National  City,  Calif. 


PASSING  THE  MANTLE 

THE  American  Legion 
means  a  continuance  of 
the  values  we  fought  so 
hard  to  protect.  It  accom- 
plishes this  in  the  form  of 
Boys  State  and  the  award- 
ing of  Legion  scholarships. 
It  is  our  young  people  to 
whom  we  have  to  pass  the 
mantle  of  freedom. 

Bill  Fyles 
Post  286,  Marion,  N.Y. 


FRUITS  OF  FREEDOM 

THE  American  Legion 
heralds  all  that  is  decent 
in  America.  Our  nearly 
15,000  Posts  nationwide 
help  us  to  remember  that 
the  fruits  of  freedom  do  not 
come  cheap. 

Daren  E.  Jack 
Post  16,  Lodi,  Calif 


POLITICAL  CLOUT 

THE  Legion  is  a  force  for 
the  politicians  to  reckon 
with,  and  Legionnaires 
are  not  afraid  to  let  you 
know  what  they  believe  to 
be  right. 

Charles  J.  Bory 
Post  1,  Tafton,  Pa. 


THANKS,  DOUGHBOYS 

PRIOR  to  World  War  H, 
I  worked  in  the  Veter- 
ans Administration.  I 
met  many  veterans  of 
World  War  I,  most  were 
Legionnaires.  Their  enthusi- 
asm and  dedication  im- 
pressed me.  That  dedication 
later  paid  off  in  the  sponsor- 
ship and  passage  of  the  GI 
Bill.  My  National  Guard 
unit  was  mobilized  in  1940. 
Returning  home  in  1946,  I 
immediately  joined  the 
Legion  and  have  had  47 


continuous  years  working  in 
American  Legion  programs. 
It  is  my  way  of  saying 
thanks  to  my  WWI  buddies. 
William  R.  Douglas 
Post  5,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


NOT  FORGOTTEN 

To  ME,  The  American 
Legion  represents  a 
guarantee  that  those  of 
us  who  serve  —  past,  pre- 
sent and  future  —  will 
never  be  forgotten. 

Edward  Zelvis 
Post  766,  Bourbonnais,  III. 


TO  SERVE  AND  PROTECT 

1 BELONG  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  for  the  same 
reason  I  enlisted  in  the 
Marine  Corps:  To  serve  and 
protect  my  nation. 

Ray  B.  Davis  Jr. 
Post  77,  East  Flat  Rock,  N.C. 


WAR  &  PEACE 

FOR  NEARLY  74  years, 
I've  enjoyed  Legion 
friendships  and  socials. 
In  war,  our  comradeship  in 
the  Legion  saves  lives.  In 
peace,  the  Legion  enriches 
lives. 

For  more  than  three 
years,  I  received  programs, 
treats  and  services  from  The 
American  Legion.  Legion 
officers  have  since  helped 
me  process  claims  and  given 
advice  on  obtaining  benefits. 
Memories  and  service  are 
the  trademarks  of  The 
American  Legion,  and  I  am 
proud  to  be  a  life  member. 

Rowe  B.  Myers 
Kirklin,  Ind. 


HIGHEST  PRINCIPLE 

THE  American  Legion 
means,  first  and  fore- 
most, the  advocacy  of 
God. 

John  J.  Shdeed 
Post  137,  Woburn,  Mass.  □ 
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WALK  THIS  WAY  TO  TOTAL-BODY  FITNESS. 


Introducing  the  natural,  more  effective  total-body  workout... 
NordicTrack's  WalkFit '  exerciser. 

5  Reasons  Why  NordicTrack^s  WalkFit  Makes  Ordinary  Treadmills  Obsolete. 


REASON  1:  WALKFIT  IS  YOUR  SUPERIOR  TOTAL-BODY  WORKOUT. 


WalkFit  works  both  your  upper  and  lower  body  so  you  get  a  workout  that  is  substantially  better  than 
ordinary  treadmills  that  work  only  your  lower  body.  So  naturally  you'll  bum  more  calories  per  hour. 
Research  shows  you  can  bum  up  to  79%  more  calories  with  WalkFit  than  with  motorized  treadmills.  With 
WalkFit  you'll  also  control  your  weight,  tone  your  body,  reduce  stress,  and  strengthen  your  cardiovascular 
system  (53%  more  efficiently  than  with  ordinary  treadmills)  and  feel  more  invigorated  than  ever  before! 


REASON  2:  WALKFIT  IS  A  SAFE  WAY  TO  EXERCISE. 


With  WalkFit,  you  set  the  pace  —  unlike  motorized  treadmills  where  the  motor  dominates  your  exercise. 
WalkFit  is  safer  to  use,  because  with  no  motor  to  throw  you  off,  it  stops  when  you  stop.  And  you  can  bum 
up  to  1,000  calories  per  hour  with  WalkFit. 


REASON  3:  WALKFIT  IS  EASY. 


Just  get  on  and  walk  your  way  to  fitness.  In  as  little  as  three,  20- 
minute  workouts  per  week,  you'll  start  seeing  results  —  right  in  the 
convenience  of  your  own  home.  You'll  never  have  to  worry  about 
the  weather  to  exercise,  and  you  won't  have  the  hassle  of  motorized 
treadmills  breaking  down. 


REASON  4:  WALKFIT  IS  FROM 

A  TRUSTED  NAME  —  NORDICTRACK. 


NordicTrack  designed  WalkFit  with  the  same  quality 
as  the  world-famous  NordicTrack®  exerciser.  More 
than  3  million  users  continue  to  trust  NordicTrack  as 
a  fitness  leader  in  total-body  exercise.  With  WalkFit, 
NordicTrack  now  tums  ordinary  walking  into  a 
superior  total-body  exercise. 


REASONS:  NORDICTRACK  GIVES 
YOU  A  30'DAY  IN-HOME  TRIAL. 


We're  so  confident  WalkFit  will  help  you  ultimately 
enjoy  more  of  life,  that  NordicTrack  offers  a  30-day 
in-home  trial  so  you  can  prove  it  to  yourself. 


30-day 
in-home 
trial 


Call  1 '800-44 1-75 12 

today,  and  order  your  own  WalkFit. 


Ext. 
F3XI4 


mm  Ma  CML  Company 


it's  from 

NordicTrack^s 

WALKFIT 


^^Bwcblrecau  1-800-441-7512  mssm 


or  write:  NordicTrack.  Dept.  F3XI4,  lOi  Peavey  Road.  Chaska.  MN  55318-2355 
□  Please  send  me  a  FREE  brochure     □  Also  a  FREE  VHS  videotape 

Naine  

Street  


Cm-. 


State 


Phone (_ 


©1994  NordicTrack  Inc.,  A  CML  Company  •  All  rights  reserved. 


BANDAGE— 

M.E.  Otte 
was  among 
the  Legion's 
drunfi 

corpsman  of 
the  '30s. 


Sevenfy-five 
years  have 
spawned  a 
treasure-trove 
at  oft-forgotten 
or  little-known 
tales  about 
the  Legion 
and  its 
members. 


►  PARADE  OF  HEROES 

In  a  grand  opening  of  the 
1920  National  Convention, 
30  of  the  world's  greatest 
military  heroes  and  20,000 
ex-servicemen  and  women 
marched  down  the  streets  of 
Cleveland  in  a  parade  led 
by  National  Commander 
F.W.  Galbraith,  Jr.  It  was 
standing  room  only  for  the 
half  a  million  spectators. 

►  HALLOWED  GROUND 

Rep.  Hamilton  Fish  Sr. 
of  New  York,  a  Legion 
founder,  sponsored  legisla- 
tion to  create  a  memorial  in 
Arlington  National  Ceme- 
tery to  the  unknown  dead  of 


PARADE  FUN— Drum  majorettes  hitch  a  ride  at  the  San 
Francisco  National  Convention  in  1946. 


World  War  I.  On  Nov.  11, 
1921,  an  unknown  WWI 
soldier  was  buried  with  full 
military  honors.  Etched  on 
the  west  face  of  the  memor- 
ial are  these  simple,  but 
appropriate  words:  "Here 
rests  in  honored  glory  an 
American  soldier  known 
but  to  God." 

Later,  the  Tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier  was  per- 
sistently being  vandalized 


by  souvenir  hunters  who 
chipped  pieces  from  it.  So, 
in  1926,  the  Legion  called 
on  the  government  to  guard 
the  memorial.  The  response 
was  a  sunrise-to-sunset 
guard  until  1937,  when  a 
24-hour  watch  was  institut- 
ed at  the  the  Legion's 
request. 

In  1969,  The  American 
Legion  presented  a  gift  to 
the  nation  —  permanent 


lighting  of  the  Tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier. 

►  BY  ANY  OTHER  NAME 

Many  names  were  nomi- 
nated at  the  Paris  Caucus  in 
1919  for  consideration  of 
the  new  serviceman's  orga- 
nization. Among  them 
were:  Comrades  in  Service, 
the  Foreign  Legion,  Roman 
Legions,  Thundering  Le- 
gion, the  Tenth  Legion,  the 
Theban  Legion,  the  Legion 
of  the  Lark,  The  Legion  of 
Honor,  Loyal  Legion,  and 
American  Legion  of  the 
Great  War  (because  the  ini- 
tials stood  for  both  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  George 
Washington). 

Maj.  Maurice  Gordon  is 
credited  with  making  the 
motion  for  "The  American 
Legion."  His  motion  was 
seconded  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

►  A  LIVING  MEMORY 

Most  American  Legion 
Posts  are  named  for  those 
who  made  the  supreme  sac- 
rifice in  war.  The  memories 


GEN.  DISTINCTION— T/7/S 
medal  was  given  to  honor 
Gen.  Pershing  at  the  1936 
Convention. 
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75^^      n  n  i  V  e  r  s  a  r  y 

from 

0\Ccitiona[  "EmSCem  SaCes 


Lapel  Tack 
#45015   $6^ 


50/50  White  Polo  Shirts 
With  Embroidered  Logo 
#45005  .  .  S  -  XL. . .  .$18^^ 
XXL  $2155 


Collector's  Belt  Buckle 
#45017  $14^ 


Commemorative  Crystal  Decanter 
#45000  $450'' 


Adjustable  Caps 
One  size  fits  most! 
Embroidered  Logo 
#45004  $1025 

Screened  Logo 
#45003   $752 


Neckties 

#45010  .  .  .  .Navy  Regular  $14^5 

#45011  .  .  .  .Navy  Clip  On  $14^ 

#45012  .  .  .  .Maroon  Regular  $1425 

#45013  . . .  .Maroon  Clip  On  $14^5 


Commemorative  Coin 
1  Troy  Ounce  .999  Pure  Silver 
#45022   $2425 


Commemorative  Auto  Plate 
#45014  $3'^ 


Collector's  Shot  Glass 
#45018   $152 


Case^M  Collector  Edition  Pocket  Knife 

Presenlalion  case  has  been  customized  -vince  phoio.  Appearance  will  vary  slightly. 

#45021  $65°" 

The  purchase  of  12  of  a  single  item  qualifles  for  an  automatic  10%  discount  on  listed  prices!! 
See  the  1994  Emblem  Sales  Catalog  for  more  celebration  items!! 


Shipping  &  Handling 

Not  refundable.  Add  to  all  orders: 

Merchandise  Value 

Add 

Up  to  $25.00 

$3.00 

$25.01  to  $50.00 

$4.00 

$50.01  to  $75.00 

$5.00 

$75.01  to  $100.00 

$7.50 

$100.01  &  Over 

$10.00 

Send  order  to:         National  Emblem  Sales,  Dept.  M994 
^    The  American  Legion 
P.O.  Box  1050 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 


Name 
Street . 
City  _ 


State 


_Zip 


Enclosed  is  $ 


or  Charge  My  Credit  Card 


Please  send:  icircie  onei 

Qty.        Item  #  Description 


Card  Number 

Unit  Total 


Shipping  &  Handling  (see  above) 

  Sales  Tax  (if  applicable*) 

GRAND  TOTAL 

*  Sales  Tax  is  applicable  for  tlie  lollov.  ing  states  only:  CA  7  '/,%:  ID  5%:  IN  5%:  MA  5%;  ME  b'i:  NE  S'i 


Expires 


DOUGHBOYS  &  WARRIORS— C/i/ef  Red  Tomahawk  shakes  hands  with  Alton  T.  Roberts.  To  the 
left  of  the  chief  is  1921-22  National  Commander  Hanford  MacNider. 


of  these  fallen  heroes  gener- 
ally are  kept  alive  by  their 
portraits  on  the  walls  of  Post 
homes  and  among  the  pages 
of  Post  histories. 

But  at  George  L.  Giles 
Post  87  in  South  Chicago, 
the  memory  of  the  Post 
namesake  is  as  fresh  as  the 
spoken  word  because  of 


WINGING  \T— Collectibles,  like 
this  1978  pelican  decanter,  are 
popular  at  Conventions. 


dedicated  storyteller  Boysie 
Hannah.  At  97,  Hannah  is 
one  of  only  two  WW  I  vet- 
erans left  in  the  Post.  He 
also  knew  Giles  personally. 
In  fact,  George  Giles  died  in 
Hannah's  arms. 

The  two  were  part  of  the 


four  historic  all-black  regi- 
ments of  the  93rd  Division 
assigned  to  the  French 
army.  They  fought  side  by 
side  with  the  French  in  Bel- 
leau  Woods,  the  Argonne 
Forest  and  Alsace-Lorraine 
during  the  last  fierce  months 


of  1918.  When  the  war 
ended  and  the  doughboys 
returned  home,  Hannah  and 
many  of  his  fellow  Chicago 
veterans  became  charter 
members  of  George  L.  Giles 
Post  87  —  one  of  the  first 
American  Legion  Posts  cre- 
ated in  1919. 

►  HOME  FOR  A  WARPLANE 

Legionnaires  at  Post  46 
in  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
decided  to  raise  $15,000  to 
bring  a  retired  F-4  Phantom 
jet  to  town  to  become  a  part 
of  an  all-veterans  memorial. 

Shortly  after  the  jet 
arrived,  however,  they  dis- 
covered a  startling  coinci- 
dence. Their  own  Post  judge 
advocate,  Joe  Latham,  had 
flown  that  very  plane  on  a 
mission  over  Vietnam  when 
he  was  an  Air  Force  pilot. 

►  SILVER  START 

The  Paris  Caucus  was 
called  to  order  March  17, 
1919,  by  Lt.  Col.  Thomas 
Miller  of  the  79th  Division 
with  the  tapping  of  an  1879 
silver  dollar. 

►  A  TRAGIC  DAY 

Nov.  11,  1919,  was  a  sad 
day  during  the  first  conven- 
tion in  Minneapolis.  A  mes- 
sage of  alarm  sped  along  the 


ICEBREAKERS— /n  a  chilly  1926  re-enactment,  Legionnaires  from  Trent,  N.J.,  cele- 
brated 150th  anniversary  of  Washington's  crossing  the  Delaware. 
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•World's  friendliest  shoe 

•  Featherweight  construction 

•  Glove-soft  luxury  styling 

•  Classic  good  looks 

•  Soft  flexible  uppers 

•  Double  top-stitching 

•  Extra  foam-cushioned 

•  Ideal  for  business, 
dress  or  casual  wear 

•  Water-resistant 

•  Scuff-resistant 

•  Stay-cool  lining 

•  Ribbed  sole 

•  Anti-skid  tread 


$10  Offer 

How  can  we  give  them  for  only 
$10  are  they  stolen?  No,  they 
areA^Orstolen.  They're  the  same 
fabulous  Feather-Steps  we 
nationally  advertise  in  leading 
media  all  over  America.  And  we 
really  will  offer  you  a  pair  for 
only  $10  (guaranteed!)  if  you 
are  among  the  first  10,000  who 
respond  to  this  publicity  ad.  * 

Goodbye  to  Tired  Feet 

Feather-Steps  are  near-weight- 
less to  fight  fatigue,  slipper-soft 
to  eliminate  friction.  Stay-cool, 
cushioned  linings  keep  you  cool 
and  comfy  even  in  summer. 
Non-skid  soles  help  you  walk 
safely  on  wet  or  icy  surfaces — 
even  the  deck  of  a  boat.  Classic 
good  looks  make  this  the  perfect 
all-around  shoe  for  work,  play 
and  dress — so  featherlight  you 
may  forget  you're  wearing 


SORRY — we  reserve  right  to  limit  6  pair  per  address  at  this 
low  price.  Our  amazing  $10  offer  will  not  be  made  in  any 
store  at  anyprice  since  we  sell  direct  to  the  public.  No  dealers 
or  wholesalers,  please.*  We  reserve  right  to  extend  time  and 
quantity  guarantees.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment. 
Full  one  year  money-back  guarantee  excluding  shipping  and 
handling  charges.  Hurry! 


AMAZING  $10  OFFER 


Women's 
Feather-Steps] 
Also 

Available! 


Feather-Step 
Comfort  Shoes 

Item! 

Size 

Price 

How 
Many? 

Total 

Men's 

Black 

R5225 

$10 

$ 

Specify 
Sizes 
7-12 

Brown 

R5226 

$10 

$ 

Gray 

R5227 

$10 

$ 

Women's 

White 

R5379 

$10 

$ 

Specify 
Sizes 
5-10 

Blacl< 

R5380 

$10 

$ 

Taupe 

R5381 

$10 

$ 

FULL 
ONE  YEAR 

MONEY 

BACK 
GUARANTEE 

Add  $3.75  shipping  &  handling  for  each  pair 

$ 

Subtotal 

$ 

In  N'V  &  CA  add  sales  tax 

$ 

Total 

$ 

Amount  Enclosed  $ . 


(RS2283-09) 


(Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.,) 
Or  charge  to  □  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  numbers  below) 

Card# 


Exp.  Date  (Mo)  (Yr)  


Mr/Mrs 
MIss/Ms.. 


Address  

City/Slate/Zip  

MAIL  RBM  Ltd.,  Feather-Step  Shoes, 

TO'       rkant  RTA-tne  Rnv^TAn  Ut>.lr»ullla  IJV-f  lano 


REMEMBER  WHEN 


•  •  • 


CONVENTIONAL  STICK-UP— Through  the  years,  Legionnaires  have  been  l(nown  to 
mal(e  cash  withdrawals  along  parade  routes  at  National  Conventions. 


telegraph  wires.  It  read: 
"This  afternoon  in  Cen- 
tralia,  [Wash.]  American 
Legion  Parade  fired  on 
from  I.W.W.  [International 
Workers  of  the  World] 
headquarters.  Three  [actual- 
ly four]  former  soldiers 


including  Warren  Grimm 
killed.  Three  other  former 
soldiers,  including  Ernest 
Dale  Hubard,  sons  of  lum- 
bermen seriously  injured. 
No  provocation.  13  I.W.W. 
in  jail."  The  telegram  ended 
with  a  curious  postscript: 


SHOW  TIME — The  Legion's  musical,  Red,  White  and  Blue,  pre- 
miered in  1950  at  Hollywood's  Paramount  Theater. 


"Start  something." 

Six  days  earlier,  young 
Grimm  had  returned  from 
Siberia  where  he  had  partic- 
ipated in  a  White  Russian 
counter-revolution  against 
the  Bolsheviks.  He  had  sur- 
vived that  war  only  to  be 
gunned  down  in  his  own 
hometown. 

►  FLOWER  POWER 

Veterans,  poppies  and 
The  American  Legion  have 
been  synonymous  ever  since 
the  Second  National  Con- 
vention in  September  1920 
in  Cleveland,  when  the 
Legion  adopted  the  poppy 
as  its  official  flower. 

Cheering  the  news  was 
Moina  Michael,  a  school 
teacher  from  Athens,  Ga.  It 
was  she  who  was  leading  a 
nationwide  campaign  to 
make  the  poppy,  which 
grew  on  the  bloody  fields  of 
Europe,  the  symbol  of 
"keeping  the  faith  with  all 


who  died"  in  the  Great  War. 
The  month  before,  she  had 
successfully  lobbied  the 
Department  of  Georgia's 
convention. 

Michael  had  been  in- 
spired by  the  poem,  "In 
Flanders'  Fields,"  by  Cana- 
dian medical  officer  Lt.  Col. 
John  McCrae,  the  most 
famous  lines  of  which  read: 

In  Flanders'  fields  the 
poppies  grow 

Among  the  crosses  — 
row  on  row. 

But  in  1921,  the  Third 
National  Convention  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  dropped 
the  poppy  in  favor  of  the 
American  daisy.  However, 
the  following  year,  the 
Fourth  National  Convention 
in  New  Orleans  restored  the 
poppy  as  the  official  Ameri- 
can Legion  flower.  In  1940, 
Michael,  "the  original 
poppy  lady,"  received  a 
Special  Citation  For  Distin- 
guished Service  from  the 
Legion's  National  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

►  YOU  BEHER,  YOU  BET 

A  strange  wager  was 
made  between  National 
Commander  Martin  McK- 
neally  and  Mrs.  Alexander 
Gray,  President  of  the 
Legion  Auxiliary.  Con- 
vinced that  1960  would  be 


Veterans 
as  Citizens 

U.S  POSTAGE 


^3  CENTS 


STAMP  OF  APPROVAL— /n 
7969,  a  6-cent  stamp  honored 
the  Legion's  50th  anniversary. 
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Single-Point  Height 
Adjustment  raises  or  low- 
ers all  4  wheels  at  once  to 
the  precise  height  you 
choose;  no  preset  'stops.' 


NEW  Easy-To-Use  Controls 
including  single  lever  to 
select  ground  speed  and 
engage  wheel  drive.  _ 


Originally-? atented  blade  &  Peck 
Design  creates  sophisticated  airflow 
that  processes  clippings.  ,  


Front  Wheel  Drive  for  top 
mulching  performance.  Multiple 
speed  models  match  speed  to 
mowing  conditions. 


NEW  Wide-Tread  Radial  Turf 
Tires  give  excellent  traction, 
protects  lawn  turf. 


TROV'BILr 


Deck  is  strong, 

 lightweight, 

precision-cast, 


W  A  iLjyk.lt  T  Y 


AMERICA'S  ORIGINAL  MULCHING 
MOWER  DESIGN  JUST  GOT  BEITERI 

New  Features...More  Convenieiice...Outstandiiig  Performance! 


The  ORIGINAL  Mower 
that  introduced  mulching 
33  years  ago. 

'  "The  TROY-BILT®  Mulching 
[Mower,"  writes  Organic  Gardening 
Magazine,  "is  the  godfather  of  all 
mulching  mowers."  Invented 
and  patented  in  1 961 ,  this 
mower  revolutionized  mow- 
ing as  America's  first  and 
best  mulching  mower. 


features  of  our  original  design,  and 
engineered  new  ones.  The  NEW 
TROY-BILT®  Mulching  Mower  is 
better-performing,  easier  to  use,  and 
more  versatile  than 
ever  before! 

Get  all  the  facts! 
Simply  return  the 
coupon  below,  or  for 
fastest  service... 


FREE  NEW  \ 
CATALOG! 


©199^  Garden  Way  Inc. 


It  gives  lawns  a  beautiful  mowed 
finish,  faster  and  easier  than  ever. 
It  eliminates  raking  and  bagging, 
because  clippings  disappear.. .cut  to 
tiny  bits  that  are  blown  deep  into  your 
turf,  where  they  quickly  decompose 
and  fertilize  your  lawn  as  you  mow. 

New  features  malfe  it  better 
than  ever  —  better  than  any 
other  muicher! 

Our  NEW  1 994  line  has  4  models, 
with  push,  electric  start,  and  self-pro- 
pelled options.  We've  kept  the  best 

QTRO^BtLT 

An  American  Legend  Caring  For  The  Land.® 


CAU  TOll  FREE  — ~— 

1-800-767-1300 

Dept.  4451 


TROY-BILT*!  02ncl  St.  and  9th  Ave. 
Troy,  NY  12180  AAASt      3  69 

□  YES!  Please  rush  me  all  the  details  on 
the  NEW  TROY-BILT*  Mulching  Mower... 
including  specs,  a  completely  new  Catalog, 
and  information  on  your  TROY-BILT*  EASY 
PAY  PLAN.  (For  a  free  copy  of  the  7-Year 
Warranty,  write  to  the  address  above.) 

Name  


Address_ 

City  

State 


-Zip_ 


Product  also  available  in  Canada! 


mMEMBERWHEN... 


BEAUTY  EXPERTS— £/n/7y  Greer,  Commander  of  Post  43,  New  York  City,  was  cho- 
sen as  Mrs.  Legionnaire  at  the  1947  convention,  but  not  without  some  follow-up 
beauty  treatments  by  fellow  Legionnaires. 


the  best  year  yet  for  the 
Legion,  the  two  bet  on 
which  organization  would 
enroll  the  most  members  in 
that  year.  The  prize  offered 
by  McKneally  was  a  dia- 
mond ring;  Gray  put  up  a 
Tennessee  walking  horse. 


Gray  conceded  defeat  by 
a  fraction  of  a  percent  and 
presented  the  horse,  which 
pranced  in  the  Miami  Beach 
convention  parade  two  days 
earlier. 

Gray  also  presented  a  gift 
to  the  Legion's  Director  of 


MOVIE  STARS— John  Wayne,  Walter  Pidgeon  and  Ward  Bond 
were  given  awards  at  the  1951  convention  for  serving  the 
country  through  their  film  roles. 


National  Membership, 
George  Rulon.  It  was  large- 
ly because  of  his  efforts  that 
she  had  lost  her  diamond 
ring.  His  prize  was  a  burro. 

►  PARADE  OF  PARADES 

Patriotism  rode  the  rails 
when  the  Legion-sponsored 
Freedom  Train  toured  the 
nation  in  1975-76  with  bi- 
centennial historic  and  com- 
memorative exhibits.  The 
train  left  Wilmington,  Del., 
April  1,  1975,  and  passed 
through  every  state  during 
its  24,000-mile  journey.  It 
stopped  in  138  cities,  offer- 
ing public  tours  of  historical 
exhibits  in  its  26  red,  white 
and  blue  cars. 

One  car,  enclosed  in 
glass,  contained  the  Free- 
dom Bell,  modeled  after  the 
Liberty  Bell  in  Philadel- 
phia's Independence  Hall, 
but  twice  as  large.  It  was  71^ 
feet  tall,  weighed  8/2  tons, 
and  had  a  600-pound  steel 
bronze  clapper.  The  bell  is 


now  on  display  at  Union 
Station  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

►  WATER  WORKS 

Responding  to  a  rumor 
that  the  Legionnaires'  good 
times  were  getting  out  of 
hand  during  the  1933 
National  Convention  in 
Chicago,  manager  of  the 
Hotel  Morrison,  Leonard 
Hicks,  had  this  to  say: 

"We  have  housed  about 
3,600  guests  every  night 
and  I  do  not  believe  we 
have  had  a  $100  worth  of 
damage. 

"Some  of  the  boys 
decided  it  would  be  great 
fun  to  go  up  into  their 
rooms  and  throw  a  little 
water  out  of  the  windows, 
and  the  public  seemed  to 
enjoy  it  so  much  that  I 
thought  I  would  throw  a  lit- 
tle out  myself  last  night, 
and  I  really  had  a  good 
time." 

The  kind  Mr.  Hicks 
didn't  mention  that  his 
hotel's  pillow  cases  held 
the  water  that  dropped  to 
the  streets  below.  □ 


1  ti 


IN  STYLES— /n  the  '30s  and 
'40s,  uniforms  like  these  were 
in  vogue  at  Legion  events. 
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Writes 
Under  Water 

Writes  Upside 
Down  Or  At  Any 
Angle 

•  Writes  On  Glossy 
Photos 

Originally  protected  by  not 
one  but  two  U.S.  patents! 


SPA  ut 

PEN 


usedX  f 
BY    1 4 

NASAy  g 


•  Writes 
Over 
Grease 

•  Writes  In 
Freezing 
Temperatures 
(down  to 
-502  F)! 


Used  On 
Manned 
Space 
Flights! 


Defy  the  laws  of  gravity! 

Space-Age  technology  has  produced  a  pen  that  lets 
you  write  in  any  position,  and  on  a  wide  variety  of 
surfaces.  Developed  for  use  by  Astronauts,  the 
pressurized  ink  chamber  keeps  the  ink  flowing  at 
any  angle.  Space  Pen  allows  you  to  write — clean 
with  less  mess  and  smudging  •  at  any  angle — even 
upside  down»  in  extreme  cold  ( -50  degrees  F)  and 
extreme  heat  ( +400  degrees  F)  •  underwater  •  over 
grease,  fingerprints,  and  photographs.  Ink  will  not 
dry  out  in  100  years,  because  the  cartridge  is  sealed 
and  cannot  leak  or  evaporate!  Available  in  blue  or 
black.   Made  in  the  U.S.A. 

SORRY — we  reserve  right  to  limit  4.  Allow  6-8 
weeks  for  shipment.  Full  1  year  money-back 
guarantee  excluding  shipping  and  handling  charges. 
Hurry! 


*INK  WILL 
NOT  DRY 
OUT  IN 
100  YEARS! 


YES!  Send  me  the  Space  Pen 


BLUE  INK,  $5  (how  many?) 
BLACK  INK,  $5  (how  many?) 


(R77871) 
(R77872) 


SAVE 


□  2  for  $8.95  □  4  for  $17.90 


Add  $2.75  shipping  &  handling.  In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax^TAX  $_ 
Total  •nclosed  $ 


I 

[I 

i  I  Total  anciosed  $  .  Make  check  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge 

In  VISAD  MASTERCARDD  DISCOVER  (Enterall  13or  16  card  numbers  below) 

1 1  Card#  Exp.  Date  (Mo.)  (Yr.)  

;  I  Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  

:  I  Address  

1 1  City/State/Zip  (R77880-01) 

I  Piira  Pen>  Dept.  570-296, 

'  JUHEh  Box  256,  Jericho,  NY  1 1753  j 


A  Special  Report  To  Americm  Legion  Readers 


gggy  NOTICE  OF  ELE 

BASEBM'l'  CARDS   —  

Alt  STARS  * 


IN  GOLD 


1.  Ken  Griffey,  Jr. 
✓2.  Frank  Thomas 

3.  Geoi^e  Brett 
y^.  Kirby  Puckett 
✓5.  Bany  Bonds  ^ 


This  Is  A  Strict  Deadline.  To  Avoid  Disappointment,  You  Must  Order  Before  November  15, 1994. 


In  honor  of  their  selection,  a  special  series  of  baseball  cards  — 
"All  Stars  In  Gold". . .  has  been  issued.  Each  of  the  featured 
Superstars  has  been  immortalized  forever  in  the  gleaming 
beauty  of  22-KARAT  GOLD! 

A  Strictly  Limited  Edition-  Will  Be  Minted  For  Just  28  Days 
YES!-  A  one  time  only  "All  Stars  In  Gold"  First  Edition  SO 
STRICTLY  LIMITED,  that  to  insure  future  scarcity,  The  Gold 
Award  Committee  guarantees  to  restrict  total  production  to  an 
absolute  maximum  limit  of: 

Only  800  Complete  Sets  To  Be  Minted  For  Collectors  And 
Investors  In  Each  State.  . .  Then,  Minting  Stops  Forever! 

Each  of  these  22  Karat  gold  foil  treasure  pieces  is  die  struck  in 


full  raised  relief  with  over  17  square  inches  of  GENUINE  22 
KARAT  GOLD,  and  mounted  in  a  collector's  display  case  to  pre- 
serve its  mint  condition. 

Each  gold  card  features  the  star  ball  player  on  the  front;  his 
career  highlights  on  the  reverse;  plus  an  individual  serial  num- 
ber which  is  officially  registered  in  your  name.  Each  is  also 
accompanied  by  a  Certificate  Of  Authenticity  for  your  own 
insurance  and  appraisal  purposes. 
Here  is  a  truly  an  unprecedented  "22  Karat  Gold  Opportunity" 
for  collectors  and/or  investors  in  baseball  rarities. . .  a  "prized 
find"  for  you  to  admire  and  display. . .  or  even  give  to  a  loved 
one  as  a  unique  one-of-a-kind,  precious  gift  which  may  be 
passed  on  to  future  generations  as  a  treasured  family  heirloom. 


'OR  Rush  Priority  Shipment,  Cm  Toll  Free:  1-800 -510 -MINT  —  Ask  For  Operator  57205 


A  Special  Report  To  American  Legion  Readers 

CTION  RESULTS! 


The  Gold  Award  Committee,  through  special  license 
of  The  Major  League  Baseball  Players  Association, 
has  just  selected  the  five  most  consistently 
outstanding  players  of  the  past  five  years. 


* 


Original 
Nolan  Ryan 
Has  Increased 
33%  In  Val 


ALL  CARDS  SHOWN  ACTUAL  SIZE 


^  V3 


Official  Registration  Form 


Complete  this  order  form  and  mail  today.  Earliest  orders  receive  lowest  serial  numbers 


22K  Gold  Baseball  Cards,  dept.  ag-7777 

1  Eversley  Avenue,  Norwalk,  CT  06851 

Please  send  me  the  quantity  of  "Stars  In  Gold"  22  Karat  gold  foil 
Baseball  Cards  I  have  indicated.  I  understand  that  if  I  am  not  fully  satis- 
fied, I  may  return  the  card(s)  within  14  days  for  a  full  refund  (less  p&h). 
Charge  It:   □  Mastercard  □  Visa  CT  Residents  please  add  sales  tax 


Card# 

Player 

Vm  Price 

P&H 

Total 

#101 

Ken  Griffey,  Jr. 

29.95 

3.50  ea. 

#102 

Frank  Thomas 

29.95 

3.50  ea. 

#103 

George  Brett 

29.95 

3.50  ea. 

#104 

Kirby  Puckett 

29.95 

3.50  ea. 

#105 

Barry  Bonds 

29.95 

3.50  ea. 

Acct# 
Name 


_Exp.  Date . 


Best  Offer!  Complete  Set  Of  All  Five 
Cards  Only  $129.95  plus  $4  p&h 


Total  Cards  Ordered 


Total  Amt.  Enclosed 


$ 


Address 
City  


State 


.Zip. 


Phone  # 


STRICT  LIMIT:  NO  MORE  THAN  TEN  PER  ORDER-  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 


Special  Discount  Prices  Below  Are 
Valid  Only  For  Orders  Sent  By  Nov.  15. 1994 

Order  any  3  to  5  cards  only  $26.95  ea.  plus  $4  p&h 

Order  any  7  to  10  cards  only  $24.95  ea.  plus  $5  p&h 


This  We  1 


On  the  Legion's 
75fh  anniversary, 
we  must 
rededicafe 
ourselves  to  the 
ideais  of  our 
organization, 
be  active,  and 
keep  faith  with 
our  f alien 
comrades. 


By  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr. 


F 


OR  48  YEARS,  I  have  had 
the  high  privilege  of  serv- 
ing on  the  national  level  of 
The  American  Legion,  the 
world's  largest  veterans' 
organization.  From  the  day 
I  walked  through  a  Naval 
hospital  ward  in  Oakland, 
Calif.,  and  saw  the  mutilat- 
ed bodies  of  World  War  II  GIs,  I  knew 
that  I  wanted  to  do  something  to  help 
veterans  and  their  families. 

When  I  returned  to  my  home  state 
of  South  Carolina  after  World  War  II,  I 
went  to  our  state's  only  veterans  hospi- 
tal and  saw  men  being  put  in  the  hall- 
ways —  the  VA  had  a  waiting  list  of 
over  800  GIs.  Later,  I  went  to  the 

A  Navy  World  War  II  veteran,  Past 
National  Commander  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr. 
has  represented  South  Carolina  on  the 
National  Executive  Committee  (NEC) 
since  1953,  and  has  been  Chairman  of 
the  NEC  Suh-Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions since  1956. 


SERVICE — PNC  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr.  has  earned  nationwide  respect  for  his  work  as 
chairman  of  the  South  Carolina  State  Agency  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation.  A 
Greenville,  S.C.,  rehab  facility  bears  his  name. 


funerals  of  some  of  the  men  who  were 
stored  in  the  halls  because  VA  didn't 
have  the  space  to  treat  them. 

After  seeing  all  of  this,  I  became  an 
active  Legionnaire  —  determined  that  I 
would  try  to  alleviate  crowded  condi- 
tions in  our  VA  hospitals;  give  sympa- 
thy to  the  suffering;  give  strength  to  the 
weak;  and  to  keep  faith  with  my  fallen 
friends. 

I  was  determined  that  their  supreme 
sacrifice  would  not  be  in  vain.  And  so  I 
joined  The  American  Legion,  whose 
principles  of  right  and  wrong  have 
become  a  integral  part  of  the  American 
way  of  life. 

On  these  pages,  I  want  to  take  an 
opportunity  to  salute  the  ideals  that 
have  made  The  American  Legion  the 
unselfish  and  unequaled  champion  of 
the  veteran  for  75  years. 


This  we  believe: 

WE  BELIEVE  A  VETERAN 
IS  A  VETERAN. 

One  of  the  great  accomplishments 
of  The  American  Legion  has  been 
making  veterans'  benefits  and  rehabili- 
tation a  non-partisan  issue.  If  some- 
thing is  good  for  veterans,  the  Legion 
will  be  for  it.  And  no  matter  which  side 
of  the  aisle  raises  an  issue  in  Congress, 
the  Legion  hollers  the  same  challenge: 
"How  will  this  help  .veterans?" 

Legionnaires  are  Republicans  and 
they  are  Democrats.  They  are  sena- 
tors, congressmen,  firemen,  doctors, 
lawyers,  clergymen,  insurance  sales- 
men, grocers,  barbers  and  career  mili- 
tary men  and  women.  They  are  old 
and  they  are  young.  They  are  rich  and 
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they  are  poor. 

The  Legion  also  doesn't  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  officer  and  enlisted, 
Army  or  Navy,  Air  Force  or  Marines, 
Coast  Guard  or  Merchant  Marine.  All 
of  us  have  served  our  country  during 
times  of  war,  and  we  share  a  common 
experience  —  and  in  many  cases  — 
common  sacrifices. 

We  live  with  memories  of  war  that 
humble  us  and  fill  us  with  a  sense  of 
spiritual  connection  to  the  freedom  that 
Americans  enjoy.  We  have  a  stake,  if 
you  will,  in  seeing  our  country  live  on 


and  grow  strong  because  we  witnessed 
so  many  give  their  blood  and  some- 
times their  lives  toward  this  end. 

While  the  Legion  is  nonpartisan, 
many  of  you  know  that  there  are  a  lot 
of  politicians  in  the  Legion.  We  are  sort 
of  a  cross  between  a  lobbying  group 
and  an  advocacy  organization  that 
looks  out  for  America's  veterans.  And 
our  3.1  million  members  give  us  a 
voice  that  can  be  heard  in  small  towns 
and  big  cities  from  coast  to  coast. 

We  believe  that  the  contributions  of 
America's  veterans  and  their  sacrifices 


have  earned  them  special 
consideration.  But  like 
the  team  that  is  the  U.S. 
Armed  Forces,  no  veter- 
an is  more  or  less  de- 
serving of  that  which  has 
been  earned  with  blood. 

The  Legion  is  com- 
mitted to  seeing  VA  live 
up  to  the  inscription  on 
the  plague  that  rests  on 
its  Washington,  D.C., 
headquarters  building: 
"To  care  for  him  who 
shall  have  borne  the  bat- 
tle and  for  his  widow, 
and  his  orphan." 

WE  BELIEVE 
PROMISES  MADE 
TO  VETERANS  MUST 
BE  PROMISES  KEPT. 


The  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of 
The  American  Legion  is  an  ideal,  a  set 
of  missions  and  battles  that  can  never 
be  decisively  won  or  lost  —  only 
fought  for. 

Despite  the  lessons  of  history  and 
the  proud  heritage  that  should  elevate 
the  veteran  to  the  highest  degree  of 
respect,  there  will  appear  on  the  hori- 
zon those  who  will  want  to  cut  the  VA 
budget,  eliminate  beds  in  VA  hospitals, 
and  cut  down  or  cut  out  veterans'  bene- 
fits. But  The  American  Legion  has 
always  maintained  that  promises  made 
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to  veterans  must  be  promises  kept. 

Many  short-sighted  poUcy-making 
officials  and  their  followers  will  look 
upon  the  veteran  not  as  a  hero,  but  as 
an  economic  liability.  For  75  years, 
The  American  Legion,  often  as  a  lone 
voice,  has  argued  for  honoring  the 
commitment  the  nation  makes  to  those 
it  sends  into  battle:  If  you  serve  your 
country,  you  wiU  not  be  forgotten. 

When  World  War  II  veterans 
returned  home,  the  Legion  —  by  writ- 
ing and  introducing  the  GI  Bill  — 
made  sure  they  could  get  an  education 
and  successfully  assimilate  back  into 
society.  The  GI  Bill  was  —  and  is  — 
our  greatest  legislative  achievement. 

When  Vietnam  veterans  began  expe- 
riencing Agent  Orange  related  health 
problems,  our  Legion  stood  by  them 
and  does  to  this  day.  While  VA  now 
admits  a  link  between  the  defoliant  and 
many  diseases,  those  years  of  denial 
were  tough  times  for  afflicted  veterans. 
The  Legion  was  their  only  ally. 

And  when  the  families  of  our 
POW/MIAs  could  expect 
no  help  from  the  U.S. 
government  and  little 
media  attention,  the 
Legion  came  through 
with  recommendations  to 
end  their  suffering  and 
obtain  the  fullest  possible 
accounting. 

In  veterans  affairs  and 
rehabilitation,  the  Legion 
has  always  stood  by  vet- 
erans as  they  stood  by 
their  country  in  war. 

WE  BELIEVE  IN 
PATRIOTISM  AND 
AMERICANISM  OVER 
ALL  OTHER  "ISMS." 

The  founders  would  be 
very  proud  of  what  the 
Legion  has  done  for  this 
country  because  The 
American  Legion  has 
always  emphasized  patri- 
otism and  Americanism 
over  all  other  "isms." 

We  have  pressed  for  a  strong  nation- 
al defense,  when  others  have  blindly 
accepted  the  lull  of  peacetime  safety. 


We  have  educated  America's  young 
men  and  women  in  love  of  God  and 
Country,  and  helped  nurture  new  gen- 
erations of  great  Americans.  And  we 
have  fought  communism  and  fascism 
all  over  the  world  through  our  efforts 
on  Capitol  Hill. 

We  believe  in  a  strong  America  — 
an  America  that  has  the  economic  and 
military  might  to  keep  democracy  alive 
here  at  home  and  overseas. 

WE  BELIEVE  IN  KEEPING  FAITH 
WITH  OUR  FALLEN  COMRADES. 

On  this,  the  75th  anniversary  of  The 


American  Legion,  we  must  rededicate 
ourselves  to  the  ideals  of  our  organiza- 
tion, be  active,  and  keep  faith  with  our 
fallen  comrades.  We  must  gird  our- 
selves for  ciny  legislative  fight  that  may 
become  necessary,  and  see  that  any 
veteran  who  needs  hospital  or  nursing 
care  will  have  it. 

No  compromises.  Right  is  right. 
Wrong  is  wrong.  As  we  celebrate  75 
years  of  service  to  community,  state 
and  nation,  we  are  proud  of  our  past 
record  of  accomplishments.  We  look 
forward  to  an  even  brighter  future. 

God  preserve  our  country.  God 
bless  The  American  Legion.  □ 
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Dress  for  Comfort 


Genuine  Leather  Dress  Walkers 

Special  Introductory  Price 

99 


Compare  at  $76.00 


■-GENUINE^ 

/leatherV 


The  most  comfortable  Dress  Walker 
we've  ever  offered. 

The  attractive  styling  of  a  dress  shoe  is  combined  with 
the  latest  athletic  shoe  technology  to  bring  you  ultimate 
foot  comfort. 

Premium  Genuine  Leather  Shoes. 

^  Five-eyelet  tie  shoe  is  constructed  with  a 
GENUINE  LEATHER  upper. 

^  LEATHER  quarter  and  tongue  provide  the  soft 
feel  of  leather  next  to  your  foot. 

^  SPECIALLY  DESIGNED  ORTHOTIC  with  full 
length  cushion  puts  pillowy  soft  support 
underfoot  for  a  luxurious  fit. 

^  MICROCELLULAR  CUSHIONED  OUTSOLE 

is  engineered  to  help  prevent  leg  and  foot 
fatigue. 

^  LIGHTWEIGHT,  RIBBED  OUTSOLE  buffers 
every  step  and  provides  the  support  you  need 
for  a  full  day  on  your  feet. 

Savings  plus  quality. 

You'll  find  that  Stuart  McGuire  shoes  are  superior  to 
other  brands  costing  more  than  twice  as  much.  We  offer 
an  extensive  selection  of  business,  dress,  casual, 
sporty  and  athletic  shoe  styles. 

■^.4*.^  Stuart  McGuire  quality 
1mm    leather  footwear  SINCE  1904 


Introduce  your  feet  to  the  affordable  luxury  of 
Stuart  McGuire  Shoes.  Order  Today! 

I  Ortho-Vent  Inc.  Dept.  #6426 

I  11851  30th  Court  N.,St.  Petersburg,  FL  33716 

i  Rush  this  incredible  value— for  only  $29.99  per  pair. 

i  Widths:  Medium,  Wide 

I  Sizes:  M  7-13  (Half  sizes  except  \2'A.).  W  8-12  (Half  sizes  except  11',^.) 

i  Cordovan  Color  Style  #  60528     Qty   Size    Widtfi  

i  Black  Style  #  60529  Qty   Size    Width  

I  Add  $4.50  postage  and  handling  per  order.  Please  add  $1 .50/pair  for  wide 

1  widths.  (If  shipping  to  FL,  VA,  please  add  required  sales  tax.)  Allow  4-6  weeks  for  deliv- 

1  ery. 

i  Please  make  check  payable  to  :  Ortho-Vent  Inc.  for  $  (Total) 

i  Q  MasterCard      Q  VISA      Q  Am.  Express     Q  Discover 
i  Account  # 


signature  Exp.  Date  l_ 

Print  Name  

Address  

City   State   Zip  

□  Check  for  a  FREE  Stuart  McGuire  Catalog  -  OV  Dept.  #6465 

eOrtho-VenI,  Inc.  1994  HSM  940812 


30-DAY  NO  RISK  GUARANTEE 

Order  todayl  Our  sfioes  are  backed  by  our  90  year  tradition  of  quality.  If  they  are  not  the  most 
comfortable-best  fit  and  value  you  can  find-retum  them  unworn,  postpaid.  We'll  replace  them 
free  or  buy  them  back  for  the  full  merchandise  price-as  you  wish. 
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VENTY-FIVE    YEARS    FOR    GOD    AND  COUNTRY 


The  Legion  was 
created  by  WWI 
GIs  to  take  care  of 
veterans,  their 
families  and 
America  —  the 
nation  they  loved. 


LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•Became  first 
official  WWI 
veterans 
group. 

•Adopted  "The 
American 
Legion"  as  its 
name. 

•Acquired 
nearly  700,000 
members  in 
six  months. 

•Chartered  by 
Congress. 

•  Elected 
Franklin 
D'Olier  first 
National 
Commander 
of  the 
Legion. 


Preamble  to  the  Constitition  of 
The  American  Legion 

For  God  and  Country  we  associate 
ourselves  together  for  the  following 
purposes: 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America;  to 
maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and 
perpetuate  a  one  hundred  percent 
Americanism;  to  preserve  the  memories 
and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the 
Great  Wars;  to  inculcate  a  sense  of 
individual  obligation  to  the  community, 
state  and  nation;  to  combat  the  autocracy 
of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make 
right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote 
peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 
and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of 
justice,  freedom  and  democracy;  to 
consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 
by  our  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness. 

By  Miles  Z.  Epstein 

AMERICAN  GIs  who  fought  and 
won  World  War  I  were  proud  of 
their  service  and  of  their  coun- 
try's role  in  winning  the  peace. 
Many  of  them,  including  war  hero 
Theodore  Roosevelt  Jr.  of  New  York, 
saw  the  victory  as  an  opportunity  to 
form  a  national  veterans  organization. 
Army  Lt.  Col.  Roosevelt  visualized  a 
civilian  group  of  ex-GIs  who  could 
fight  for  America  in  peacetime  —  for 
its  veterans  and  for  its  democratic  insti- 
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tutions  —  with  the  same  fire  and  patri- 
otic spirit  that  led  U.S.  troops  on  the 
battlefields  of  Europe. 

Three  months  after  World  War  I,  in 
February  1919,  Roosevelt  got  the 
chance  he  was  looking  for. 

Dissatisfied  with  some  aspects  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Force 
(A.E.F.),  General  Headquarters  ordered 
20  officers  to  meet  in  Paris. 

These  officers  were:  Roosevelt,  Lt. 
Col.  Franklin  D'Olier,  Lt.  Col.  Eric 
Fisher  Wood,  Lt.  Col.  Francis  R. 
Appleton  Jr.,  Lt.  Col.  G.  Edward  Bux- 
ton, Lt.  Col.  Bennett  C.  Clark,  Lt.  Col. 
Ralph  D.  Cole,  Lt.  Col.  D.  J.  Davis, 
Col.  W.  J.  Donovan,  Lt.  Col.  David  M. 
Goodrich,  Major  T.E.  Gowenlock,  Col. 
Thomdick  Howe,  Lt.  Col.  John  Price 
Jackson,  Maj.  De  Lancey  Kountze,  Lt. 
Col.  R.W.  Llewellen,  Capt.  Ogden 
Mills,  Lt.  Col.  Benjamin  Moore,  Lt. 
Col.  R.C.  Stebbins,  Maj.  R.C.  Stewart 
and  Lt.  Col.  George  A.  White. 

Miles  Z.  Epstein  is  Managing  Edi- 
tor of  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAG- 
AZINE. All  of  the  articles  in  this  sec- 
tion, "Seventy-Five  Years  For  God 
And  Country,"  were  written  by  him. 


FOR  MORE  LEGION  HISTORY 


THE  HISTORY  chronicled  in 
the  following  pages  does  not 
tell  the  entire  story  of  The 
American  Legion.  These  articles 
are  an  overview  of  the  major 
events  and  great  accomplishments 
that  have  made  the  Legion  the 
unequaled  champion  of  veterans 
and  their  families  for  75  years. 

For  the  complete  history  of  the 
Legion,  consider  reading  the  610- 
page  volume.  The  American 
Legion:  An  Official  History  by 
Thomas  A.  Rumer.  It  costs  $19.95, 
including  postage,  and  can  be 
ordered  from  Emblem  Sales.  Call 
(317)  630-1251  or  send  a  check  or 
postal  money  order  to: 
Emblem  Sales 
The  American  Legion 
P.O.  Box  1050 

Indianapolis,  IN  46206.  □ 


While  there,  the  men  went  to  dinner 
at  the  Allied  Officers'  Club  and  could 
talk  of  nothing  but  a  national  veterans 
organization.  Their  enthusiasm  led  to 
two  1919  meetings  that  gave  birth  to 
The  American  Legion  —  one  in  Paris 
for  U.S.  troops  in  the  A.E.F.  after 
World  War  I  and  one  in  St.  Louis  for 
GIs  in  the  states. 

The  Paris  Caucus.  While  Roosevelt 
was  organizing  a  meeting  in  St.  Louis, 
Wood  and  White  used  true  Yankee 
ingenuity  to  bring  about  a 
meeting  for  the  A.E.F.  in 
Paris,  March  15-17,  1919. 

Getting  officers  and 
enlisted  men  from  each 
division  to  Paris  was  no 
easy  task.  To  get  enough 
money  for  carfare,  one 
Army  officer  sold  his  razor  and  two 
five-pound  boxes  of  home-made  fudge 
from  his  mother. 

Other  GIs  received  strange  orders: 
A  sergeant  was  ordered  to  Paris  with 
important  documents,  although  his 
briefcase  contained  only  torn  up  pieces 
of  paper;  another  was  diagnosed  with 
an  illness  that  could  only  be  treated  by 
Parisian  doctors. 

One  way  or  another,  delegates 
arrived  in  France  for  the  Paris  Caucus. 
In  fact,  so  many  GIs  came  to  the  meet- 
ing it  had  to  be  moved  from  the  Ameri- 
can Club  to  the  Cirque  de  Paris,  a  large 
amusement  hall. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  caucus,  the 
ground  rules  established  that  military 
rank  and  political  parties  would  have 
no  place  in  the  creation  of  the  new  vet- 
erans group.  Army  Lt.  Col.  Lemuel 


BIRTHPLACE—//!  the  Cirque  de  Paris,  a 
tiistoric  amusement  tiall,  WW!  veterans 
created  Ttie  American  Legion  at  a  1919 
meeting  ttiat  would  later  be  called  the 
Paris  Caucus. 


BoUes  made  a  motion  to  declare  all  dis- 
tinction of  military  rank  out  of  order 
within  the  caucus  hall.  Inside,  there 
would  be  no  titles,  no  salutes,  no  rank 

—  just  delegates. 

The  meeting  proceeded  under  these 
terms  and  generated  a  com- 
mon understanding  of  what  a 
veterans  organization  should 
be  like.  In  fact,  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  presented  del- 
egates with  the  following  idea 
for  a  veterans  group: 

"We,  the  members  of  the 
military  and  naval  services  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  in  the  Great  War, 
desiring  the  principles  of  justice,  free- 
dom and  democracy  for  which  we  have 
fought;  to  inculcate  the  duty  and  oblig- 
ation of  the  citizen  to  the  state;  to  pre- 
serve the  history  and  incidents  of  our 
participation  in  the  war;  and  to  cement 
the  ties  of  comradeship  formed  in  ser- 
vice, do  propose  to  establish  an  associ- 
ation for  the  furtherance  of  the  forego- 
ing purposes." 

Some  of  this  language  eventually 
became  part  of  the  Preamble  to  the 
Constitution  of  The  American  Legion. 
Its  ideals  were  the  benchmark  for  the 
rest  of  the  discussions  that  took  place  at 
the  Paris  Caucus. 

The  name  —  The  American  Legion 

—  was  chosen  for  this  new  group  and 

Please  turn  to  page  160 
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FULL  LENGTH 
MOVIE  CLASSICS 


Apache  Rose  •  Days  of  Jesse  James 
The  Far  Frontier  •  The  Arizona  Kid 
Young  Buffalo  Bill 
Don't  Fence  Me  In 


North  Of  The  Great  Divide 
Night  Time  In  Nevada 

•  Yellow  Rose  Of  Texas 

•  Sheriff  Of  Tombstone 
Carson  City  Kid  •  My  Pal  Trigger 


EACH 


COLLECTION  #1 


COLLECTION  #2 


You  get  a  rare  collection  of  great  movies  including  such  clas- 
sics as  Apache  Rose,  the  Day  of  Jesse  James,  The  Arizona 
Kid  and  of  course  the  outstanding  masterpiece,  Yellow  Rose 
of  Texas.  Each  full  length  movie  is  a  legend  in  its  own  right. 
These  movies  span  a  career  of  17  years.  They  include  a 
spectacular  array  of  supporting  cast  of  superstars  including 
Gabby  Hayes,  Sally  March  and  many  more.  Roy  Rogers  was 
the  first  great  western  cowboy  to  actually  be  invited  into  our 
homes  weekly  to  thrill  millions  of  us. 


Why  Pay  $19.95? 

Roy  Rogers  and  Dale  Evans  made  some  of 
the  greatest  westerns  of  all  time.  Watch  as 
Roy  Rogers  and  his  trusted  horse,  Trigger, 
outsmart  the  bad  guys  in  such  classics  as 
the  colorful.  North  of  the  Great  Divide.  This 
is  a  rare  collection  that  you  cannot  buy  in 
any  store  -  each  film  is  a  full  length  movie. 
These  are  great  movies  the  whole  family  can 
truly  enjoy.  This  is  old-  fashioned  entertainment 
at  its  absolute  best. 

Each  VHS  video  has  6  full  length  movie  clas- 
sics. They  have  been  reproduced  with  the  most 
advanced,  state  of  the  art  equipment  available 
to  assure  you  of  getting  an  excellent,  superior 
resolution  finish. 

mmm  mmm  mam  wmm  wmm  mmm  mmm  ma  wmm  mm  wmm  mmm  wmm  mm  wmi  mtm  mam  m 

DEER  CREEK  PRODUCTS,  INC.,  Dept.  M429 
3038  N.W.  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33069 

30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

□  Collection  #1  -  6  Full  Length  Roy  Rogers  Movies  only 
$9.95  plus  $3.50  shipping 

□  Collection  #2  -  6  Full  Length  Classic  Feature  only  $9.95 
plus  $3.50  shipping 

□  Complete  Collection  of  #1  and  #2-12  Full  Length 
Movies  only  $17.95  plus  $6.00  shipping 

Name  


Address . 

City   

State 


.Zip. 


The  Founders 


The  WWI 
veterans  who 
founded  the 
Legion  had  no 
idea  that  their 
vision  would 
turn  into  the 
worid's  iargest 
veterans 
organization. 


I AM  so  proud  of  what  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  has  become,"  says  96- 
year-old  George  W.  Bentley,  one  of 
only  five  surviving  founders  of  The 
American  Legion.  "I  had  no  idea  that  a 
meeting  in  1919  would  give  rise  to  the 
world's  largest  veterans  organization 
with  more  than  3.1  million  members. 
The  Legion's  growth  and  contributions 
to  veterans  are  just  remarkable." 

Bentley  was  one  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Force  (AEF)  servicemen 
who  attended  a  meeting  called  the  Paris 
Caucus  to  form  The  American  Legion, 
March  15-17,  1919,  at  the  Cirque  de 
Paris  amusement  hall.  It  wasn't  a  vision 
of  today's  Legion  that  got  Bentley  to 
attend  the  Paris  Caucus,  just  an  adver- 
tisement in  Stars  and  Stripes  and  some 
spare  time.  "I  was  bored  and  thought  it 
would  be  a  good  way  to  kill  time,"  he 
remembers.  "But  1  also  was  curious  to 
see  what  these  fellows  had  in  mind." 

What  these  veterans  had  in  mind  was 
building  an  organization  that  could 
stand  up  for  World  War  I  GIs  and  their 
families.  "We  didn't  know  what  we 
were  creating  exactly,  but  we  knew 
what  veterans  and  their  families  needed 
to  recover  from  the  war,"  Bentley  said. 
"The  American  Legion  was  the  solution 
to  the  problems." 

Founder  Vahan  Dukmejian  adds  that 
"few  of  us  now  living  ever  thought  that 
The  American  Legion  would  be  around 
after  75  years.  We  have  seen  the  Legion 
grow  and  grow  and  become  more 
important  in  the  Hfe  of  the  country  and 
its  veteran  population." 


To  build  on  the  discus- 
sions in  Paris,  the  founders 
met  again  two  months  later 
at  the  St.  Louis  Caucus,  May 
8-10,  1919.  In  St.  Louis, 
Legion  founders  further 
developed  the  Consitution  of 
The  American  Legion  and 
wrote  the  Preamble,  words 
that  have  guided  the  Legion 
over  more  than  seven  decades. 

"It  is  more  than  a  Preamble,"  said 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  WEEKLY, 
June  4,  1919.  "It  is  the  Legion's 
promise  as  well."  The  Legion  kept  these 
words  close  to  heart  as  it  went  about 
building  itself  into  the  world's  largest 
veterans  organization. 

"I've  often  said  that  the  sun  never 
sets  on  The  American  Legion  because 
somewhere  in  the  world,  some  Legion 
Post  is  having  a  meeting  and  someone 
is  reciting  the  Preamble,"  says  Past 
National  Commander  Erie  Cocke  Jr., 
who  revitalized  The  Society  of  Ameri- 
can Legion  Founders  Ltd.  in  1954. 

PNC  Cocke  was  named  an  Honorary 
Founder  for  involving  the  founders 
more  with  the  national  organization 
they  helped  create. 

"I  wanted  to  bring  the  founders  more 
in  touch  with  the  Legion  itself  and  I  did 
this  by  giving  them  recognition,"  says 
Cocke.  Recognition  ranged  from  atten- 
dance at  National  Conventions  to 


LEADERS— Legion 
founders  at  the  St 
Louis  Caucus, 

where  the 
Preamble  to  the 
Constitution  of  The 
American  Legion 
was  written  and  the 
course  for 
involvement  In 
community,  state 
and  nation  was  set. 


speaking  opportunities  at 
other  Legion  functions. 

Founders  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  differ  from 
charter  members  because 
they  either  attended  the 
Paris  or  St.  Louis  Caucus  or 
both.  There  were  at  one 
time  more  than  2,000 
founders,  but  time  has  with- 
ered the  ranks  to  just  five:  Bentley, 
Dukmejian,  Fred  E.  Ellis,  John  T.  Gable 
and  Maurice  Lepavsky. 

"Now,  we  founders  are  feeling  our 
age.  We  may  have  outgrown  our  bod- 
ies, but  not  our  minds  nor  our  hearts," 
says  101-year-old  Dukmejian. 

In  The  American  Legion  Archives  at 
National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis, 
there  are  volumes  of  text  that  describe 
the  great  achievements  of  the  Legion. 
There  are  folders  filled  with  letters  of 
appreciation  for  the  service  to  God  and 
Country  that  is  The  American  Legion. 

"There  is  so  much  to  be  proud  of  if 
you  look  at  what  the  Legion  has  done 
over  the  past  75  years,"  says  National 
Commander  Bruce  Thiesen.  "But  it  all 
comes  back  to  the  founders,  the 
founders,  the  founders." 

What  began  in  1919  with  the  build- 
ing of  The  American  Legion,  continues 
today.  And  as  long  as  the  Legion  and  its 
good  work  endure,  so  too  will  the  lega- 
cy of  the  founders.  □ 
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Some  things  weren't  meant  for  a  wild  ride. 


Your  savings,  for  example. 


Unlike  a  mutual  fund,  GoldPortfolio  accounts  feature  the 
added  safety  of  FDIC  insurance  —  up  to  $100,000  per 
depositor.  And  because  GoldPortfolio  is  offered  by 
MBNA  America,  your  money  is  in  the  care  of  the  nation  s 
"top-ranked"  bank  in  1993,  as  determined  by  Financial  World- 
magazine* 

Rely  on  GoldPortfolio  for  performance,  security,  and 
Customer  satisfaction  —  because  when  it  comes  to  your 
savings,  the  last  thing  you  want  is  a  wild  ride. 


Move  your  dollars  to  a  secure  investment  v^th  proven 
performance  — American  Legion-sponsored  GoldPortfoliof 
FDIC-insured  deposit  accounts  with  higher  interest  rates 
than  the  average  market  rates. 

You  may  have  already  seen  GoldPortfolio®  deposit  accounts 
Usted  in  nationally  recognized  financial  publications.  For 
more  than  four  years,  GoldSavers®  Money  Market  rates 
have  exceeded  the  national  average  rates  calculated  by  Bank 
Rate  Monitor.  And  at  least  one  GoldCertificate®  CD  term  has 
been  ranked  in  J  00  Highest  Yields  for  more  than  80  weeks?' 

Control  your  financial  future  with  FDIC-insured  GoldPortfolio. 

Call  1-800-345-0397,  Extension  6022 

Investor  Service  Representatives  are  at  your  service 
Monday-Friday  8  am-8  pm,  Saturday  8  am-5  pm,  Eastern  time. 

MBNA  supports  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance. 


*December  7.  1993  issue. 

MBNA  America'^  GoldPortfolio?  GoldSaversT  and  GoldCertificate* 
are  federally  registered  service  marks  of  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A. 


tSubstantial  penalty  for  early  withdrawal  of  certificate  of  deposit  funds. 
©  1994  MBNA  America  Bank,  N  A  AD  7- 1869-94 


Member  FDIC 


The  Meaning  of 

THE  American  Legion  Emblem 


THE  UNIVERSAL  trademark  of 
Legionnaires,  The  American 
Legion  Emblem  symbolizes  ^ 
the  ideals  on  which  the  ^ 
Legion  was  founded.  The 
emblem  was  patterned  after 
the  "victory"  buttons  of 
World  War  L  It  was  intend-  i<l^ 
ed  to  be  a  temporary  de-  ^ 
sign,  but  delegates  to  the 


1 


first  National  Convention,  held  in  Min- 
neapolis in  1919,  voted  to  make  it 
the  permanent  badge  of  the  orga- 
nization.    Creation    of  the 
emblem  is  credited  to  Eric 
Fisher  Wood,   a  Legion 
founder,  who  later  turned 
over  the  patent  and  copy- 
W      rights  to  the  national  orga- 
^     nization  for  its  use. 


The  rays  of  the  sun  symbolize  justice,  loyal- 
ty, freedom  and  democracy,  which  dispel 
the  darkness  of  violence  and  evil. 


The  wreath  forms  the  center  of  the  emblem 
and  pays  tribute  to  those  brave  comrades 
who  gave  their  lives  for  their  country. 


The  outer  bronze  ring 
pledges  loyalty  and 
Americanism;  the 
inner  ring  stands  for 
Legion  service  to  our 
communities,  our  states 
and  our  nation. 


The  two  gold  rings  sym- 
bolize two  Legion  objec- 
tives: care  for  sick  and 
disabled  veterans;  and 
the  wholesome  develop- 
ment of  America's  chil- 
dren and  youth. 


The  star  is  the  victory 
symbol  of  World  War  I, 
signifying  honor,  glory 
and  constancy.  The  let- 
ters, "U«S,"  stand  for 
the  United  States  of 
America. 


The  words,  "American 
Legion,"  tie  the  em- 
blem together  in  truth, 
remembrance,  honor, 
service,  rehabilita- 
tion, child  welfare, 
loyalty  and  American- 
ism. 
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PLEASE  HELP  US  BUILD 
THE  CHAPEL  OF  FOUR  CHAPLAINS 


Build  a  Square  Inch  of  the  New  Chapel 
With  a  $1 0.00  Donation 

Our  goal  is  to  raise  $5,000,000.00  for  site  preparation,  construction,  furnishings, 
equipment,  and  facility  support. 

.    500,000  square  inches  x  $1 0.00  per  square  inch  =  $5,000,000.00 

B  Your  $10.00  to  $95.00  donation  entitles  you  to  a  Certificate  of 

Appreciation  for  the  number  of  square  inches  memorialized  in  the  new 
^  Chapel. 

M  Your  $  100.00  to  $245.00  donation  entitles  you  to  a  Certificate  of 

Appreciation,  and  a  display  plate  on  the  Donor  Recognition  Wall  in  the 
^  new  Chapel. 

In   Your  $250.00  to  $500.00  donation  entitles  you  to  a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation,  a  display  plate,  and  an  inscription  on  the  Walkway  of 
Bricks  on  the  grounds  of  the  new  Chapel. 

Donations  can  also  be  made  in  memory  of  or  in  honor  of 
a  loved  one,  aircraft,  ship,  vehicle,  or  unit. 


PLEASE  GIVE  AS  GENEROUSLY 

AS  POSSIBLE  TO:  ' 

I  Name  

Building  Fund  , 

The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains       ,  Address  

P.O.  Box  1943  , 

Valley  Forge,  PA  19482-1943       ^   City  State  Zip 

Telephone  (610)  933-3596 

'  Enclosed  $  


S  E  V  E  N  T  Y  -  F  I  V  E    YEARS    FOR    GOD    AND  COUNTRY 


World  War  I 
veterans  who 
founded  the 
Legion  began  to 
develop  a  vision 
for  a  better 
America. 


LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


Fought  for  new 
U.S.  Veterans 
Bureau. 

Found  500,000 
jobs  for 
veterans. 

Helped  draft 
the  first  Flag 
Code. 

Established 
Child  Welfare 
program. 

Created 
American 
Legion 
Baseball. 

Lobbied  for  a 
strong  National 
Guard  and 
Reserves. 


THE  MEN  who  fought  in  World 
Wai"  I  returned  home  wanting  to 
continue  serving  their  country. 
Their  vehicle  of  service  was 
The  American  Legion.  The  Legion 
took  on  the  post-war  problems  of  vet- 
erans, especially  disabled  veterans,  and 
went  about  making  the  nation  better  for 
them  and  their  families. 

During  the  1920s,  service  to  veter- 
ans, the  community,  American  youth 
and  the  nation  became  the  Legion's 
four-prong  mission — -one  that  would 
continue  for  the  next  seven  decades. 

Service  to  veterans.  Disabled  World 
War  I  veterans  were  subject  to  a  mass 
of  confusing  laws  and  regulations 
without  a  central  authority  to  coordi- 
nate the  process.  Help  arrived  when 
Legion  influence  led  to  the  creation  of 
the  U.S.  Veterans  Bureau. 

The  bureau  consoli- 
dated most  of  the  gov- 
ernment activities  deal- 
ing with  World  War  I 
veterans  and  took  over 
the  work  of  the  War 
Risk  Bureau,  Federal 
Board  for  Vocational 
Training  and  the  Public 
Health  Service.  But  the 
Veterans  Bureau  was 
only  the  first  step  in 
solving  the  many  prob- 
lems that  plagued  dis- 
abled veterans. 

The  Legion  fought  against  ineffi- 
ciency within  the  Veterans  Bureau  and 
worked  toward  further  simplification 
of  the  rules  governing  benefits  for  the 
disabled  veteran.  At  the  1923  National 
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Convention  in  San  Francisco,  the 
Legion  drafted  91  recommendations 
for  improving  the  way  disabled  veter- 
ans were  treated  by  the  government. 

According  to  The  American  Legion: 
An  Official  History  by  Thomas  A. 
Rumer,  "One  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  decade  of  the  1920s  for 
The  American  Legion  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  House  Committee  on 


NifflONAl  COMMANDERS 

im-lXFrederickW.GalhmithJi:'' 

OHIO 

1921 

John  G.  Emery** 
MICHIGAN 

1921-22 

Hanford  MacNider 
IOWA 

1922-23 

AlvinM.  Owsley 

TEXAS 

1923-24 

JohnR.  Quinn 
CALIFORNIA 

1924-25        James  A.  Drain 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

1925-26 

John  R.  McQuigg 
OFIIO 

1926-27 

Howard  R  Savage 
ILLINOIS 

1927-28 

Edwin  E.  Spafford 
NEW  YORK 

1928-29 

Paul  V  McNuU 
INDIANA 

1929-30 

0.  1  A'c  Bodenhamer 

ARKANSAS 

*  killed  ill  iiiilii  rni.sli  irliili'  Niil "/,  (  iiidr. 
**  iJi'ilrd  III  Jill  ( kilhiiiidi's  Icriii  ofiffia-. 

World  War  Veterans  Legislation. 

"Not  only  was  there  now  a  congres- 
sional committee  specifically  created  to 
hear  veterans'  legislation,  but  also  the 
person  named  to  chair  it,  Legiormaire 
Royal  C.  Johnson,  U.S.  Representative 
from  South  Dakota,  had  an  insider's 
view  of  the  work  to  be  done." 

The  net  result  of  the  Legion's  work 
and  the  new  House  committee  was  the 
World  War  Veterans'  Act  of  1924.  It 
broadened  the  criteria  for  service-con- 
nected disability,  recogniz- 
ing, for  example,  tubercu- 
losis as  service-connected. 

The  Legion  continued 
fighting  for  disabled  veter- 
ans and  in  1929  won  pas- 
sage of  the  Rogers  Hospital 
Bill,  which  authorized 
nearly  $16  million  for  hospital  con- 
struction. 

Where  there  was  little  machinery  in 
place  to  help  disabled  veterans,  The 
American  Legion  laid  the  foundation 
for  a  system  that  could  better  serve 
them.  The  U.S.  Veterans  Bureau  and 
some  regulatory  reform  were  the  first 
big  steps  for  disabled  veterans  in  the 
1920s. 

Meanwhile,  the  Americanism  Com- 
mission diligently  worked  to  solve  the 
unemployment  problem  affecting  many 
veterans  in  the  1920s.  Posts  became 
unemployment  bureaus  and  worked 
within  their  communities  to  find  jobs 
for  veterans.  In  1922,  for  example,  the 
Legion  found  pennanent  jobs  for  near- 
ly 500,000  veterans  and  temporary 
employment  for  another  200,000.  As 
veterans  began  to  see  the  Legion  as  a 


LEADER— Pres/dent  Calvin  CooUdge, 
center,  reviews  ttie  parade  at  the  7tn 
National  Convention  in  Omaha,  Neb. 


vehicle  for  helping  each  other,  the 
foundation  for  a  strong  national  organi- 
zation was  built. 

Service  to  the  nation.  Guided  by  the 
Legion,  America  in  the  1920s  moved 
boldly  toward  a  Total  Force  military 
strategy  in  which  a  standing  Army  is 
supported  by  a  strong  National  Guard 
and  Reserve.  This  new  strate- 
gy was  embodied  in  the 
National  Defense  Act  of  1920. 

The  Legion  also  called  for 
a  two-ocean  Navy  and  plans 
to  build  an  aerial  branch  of 
service,  what  we  now  know  as 
the  Air  Force.  The  end  of 
World  War  I  left  Congress  eager,  how- 
ever, to  spend  money  on  anything  but 
defense.  Thus,  the  spirit  and  provisions 
of  the  defense  act  were  never  truly  car- 
ried out. 

Nevertheless,  the  Legion  had  helped 
introduce  the  conceptual  building 
blocks  of  a  Total  Force  strategy  that  it 
supports  today. 

In  1922,  the  Legion  opposed  recog- 
nition of  the  communist  government  of 
Russia.  And  it  maintained  that  position 
even  after  President  Franklin  D.  Roo- 
sevelt established  ties  in  1933. 

The  1920s  also  saw  the  Legion 
emerge  as  the  nation's  leading  guardian 
of  the  Flag.  America's  first  official 
guidelines  for  displaying  and  respect- 
ing the  U.S.  Flag  were  drafted  at  a 
1923  conference  called  by  The  Ameri- 
P lease  turn  to  page  160 
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AS  SEEN  ON  Your  Most  Effective,  Effortless  Mop  Ever!  f 


Easy  Twist  Handle 
Wrings  The  Mop  For  You 


PICKS  UP  SPILLS 
IN  SECONDSr 


THE 


Space  age  fiber  head  absorbs 
over  10  times  its  own  weight! 


Picks  Up  Even  The  Wettest,  Dirtiest, 
Sticl^iest  Mess  In  Seconds! 

Coffee  grounds,  sugar,  syrup, raw  eggs, 
chocolate  milk,  pet  hair,  sand,  / 
grass,  baby  powder,  and  more 

Guaranteed  to  pick  up 
with  your  Incredible 
Mop...  and  your 
hands  never  touch 
water  or  dirt! 


•  No  strength  needed 

•  Protects  hands 

•  No  bending  -  saves  your  back 

•  No  excess  water  •  No  dripping 

•  No  waiting  for  floors  to  dry 

•  No  slipping  on  wet  floors 


PERFECT  FOF 
HARD  TO 
JREACH  AREAS!* 


The  Incredible  Mop  Eliminates  Sweeping 
&  Vacuuming  Before  Mopping 

YES!  Wood,  linoleum,  tile  floors  -  even  the 
grout  lines  are  spotless  in  seconds!  Never 
leaves  a  sticky  residue  or  a  trace  of  dirt. 
Cobwebs,  pet  hair,  dirt  under  furniture  and  stairs 
-  all  disappear. 

This  Mop  is  a  cleaning  dynamo,  yet  it's  super 
lightweight!  Quality  construction  and  a  machine 
washable  head  ensure  you  years  of  time  and 
work-saving  service.  See  for  yourself! 

©  Tristar  Products 


Head  Molds  To  Any  Shape! 

•  Gets  Dust  &  Cobwebs  •  In  Corners 

•  Between  Kitchen  Appliances 

•  Behind  Bath  Fixtures  •  Ceilings  Too! 


ORDER  YOUR  INCREDIBLE  MOP  TODAY! 


I  YES!  This  is  the  most  effective,  effortless  mop  ever.  Please  | 
send  me  the  following  INCREDIBLE  MOP(s)  at  this  special 
low  price: 

□  $14.95  plus  $3.95  S&H  for  one  Mop.  Total  $18.90. 

□  $9.95  each  when  you  buy  two  Mops  plus  $4.95  S&H.  Total  $24.85. 

□  One  additional  Mop  head  -  $4.95  plus  $1.95  S&H.  Total  $6.90 

□  Two  additional  Mop  heads  -  $7.95  plus  $1 .95  S&H.  Total  $9.90 

□  Check    □  Money  Order    □  VISA     □  MasterCard    □  Discover 


Total  Enclosed  $ 


(PA  residents  add  sales  tax) 


Credit  Card  #_ 


_Exp.  Date . 


Print  Name. 


Address . 


Apt.  # . 


City- 


state. 


.Zip. 


Make  check  payable  to: 

TnSTAR  PRODUCTS  •  Dept.  IM230 1B18  DuKe  St.,  LaupeMale,  PA  19605 
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LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•  Led  the  drive  to 
create  the 
Veterans 
Administration. 

•Won  back 
major  benefits 
talcen  away 
from  veterans 
through  the 
Economic  Act. 

•  [Helped  pass 
legislation  to 
provide  federal 
help  to 
veterans 
seeking  jobs. 

•Fought  for  a 
strong  military. 

•Surpassed 
1-million 
members. 


0 


CT.  29,  1929.  The  stock  mar- 
j  ket  collapsed,  spiraling  Amer- 
ica into  The  Great  Depression. 
As  poverty  took  its  toll,  the 
Legion  turned  many  of  its  Posts  into 
relief  agencies  for  veterans  and  other 
citizens,  providing  food  and  help  with 
housing.  Local  communities  were 
very  glad  to  have  a  Legion  presence. 

But  the  good  work  of  Posts  in 
small  towns  and  cities  across  the  Unit- 
ed States  did  not  shield  veterans  bene- 
fits from  the  budget  ax  when  the  bot- 
tom fell  out  of  the  U.S.  economy.  No 
veterans  program  was  safe  from  a 
cost-cutting  frenzy  and  The  American 
Legion  waged  constant  battles  to  keep 
the  benefits  earned  by  veterans  in 
World  War  I. 

The  Legion  reminded  America, 
through  its  publications  and  public  ad- 
dresses, that  veterans 
benefits  were  not  hand- 
outs, but  the  obliga- 
tions of  a  grateful 
nation  that  would  help 
veterans  catch  up  to 
the  opportunities  that 
were  available  to 
those  who  didn't 
serve  in  the  war.  Nev- 
ertheless, desperate  for 
a  way  out  of  economic 
ruin,  America  attacked 
veterans  benefits  with 
an  iron  fist. 

Veterans  benefits.  By  assisting 
Congress  in  the  creation  of  the  Veter- 
ans Administration  in  1931,  The 
American  Legion  succeeded  in  con- 
solidating many  of  the  federal  agen- 


The  American 
Legion  fought 
to  protect 
veterans  benefits 
during  tough 
economic 
times. 
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cies  that  handled  benefits  for  the  dis- 
abled, their  dependents  and  veterans 
of  all  wars.  That  was  the  good  news. 

But  a  year  earlier,  Congress  passed 
a  bill  that  authorized  huge  expendi- 
tures for  disabilities  not  connected 
with  wartime  service.  This  money 
channeled  to  nonveterans  set  the  stage 
for  another  blow  to  veterans  benefits: 
the  Economic  Act  of  1933,  which 
slashed  more  than  $400  million  worth 
of  veterans  benefits  from  the  federal 
budget. 

The  mood  of  the  times  was  well 
captured  in  President  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt's  speech  to  the  1933  Ameri- 


NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 


1930-  31      Ralph  TO'Neil 

 KANSAS 

1931-  32  Henry  L.  Stevens  Jr. 
 NORTH  CAROLINA 

1932-  33  Louis  Johnson 
 WEST  VIRGINIA 

1933-  34  Edward  A.  Hayes 
 n^LINOIS 

1934-  35  Frank  N.  Belgrano  Jr 

CAIJFORNIA 


1935-  36  Ray  Murphy 
 IOWA 

1936-  37   Harry  W.  Colmery 

 KANSAS 

1937-  38    Daniel  J.  Doherty 

 MASSACHUSETTS 

1938-  39  Stephen  f.  Chadwick 

wasiiin(;t()n 


939-40    Raymond  J.  Kelly 
MIC/ //CAN 


can  Legion  Convention  in  Chicago. 
"No  person,  because  he  wore  a  uni- 
form, must  be  placed  in  a  special  class 
of  beneficiaries,  over  and  above  all 
other  citizens,"  he  said.  "The  fact  of 
wearing  a  uniform  does  not  mean  that 
he  can  demand  and  receive  from  his 
government  a  benefit  that  no  other  cit- 
izen receives." 

In  the  fiscal  year  1933  to  1934, 
over  10,000  sick  or  convalescent  vet- 
erans were  thrown  out  of  VA  and 
Army  and  Navy  hospitals 
in  the  name  of  "economy" 
and  in  the  same  year  9,631 
Civilian  Conservation 
Corps  (CCC)  and  Civil 
Works  Adminstration 
(CWA)  workers  were 
treated  in  these  facilities. 

A  wave  of  suicides  by  veterans 
swept  the  nation  as  many  needy,  dis- 
abled veterans  were  left  unable  to  fend 
for  themselves.  Legion  Posts  provided 
shelter  and  food  to  some  of  these  vet- 
erans while  the  national  organization 
fought  to  win  back  veterans  benefits 
and  medical  care.  Fortunately,  many 
of  the  affected  veterans  and  their 
impoverished  families  were  able  to 
buy  food  and  pay  bills  through  help 
from  the  American  Legion  Welfare 
Relief  Fund. 

In  1934,  the  Legion  succeeded  in 
restoring  some  of  the  benefits  that 
were  cut  in  the  Economic  Act  of  1933 
by  getting  the  173rd  Congress  to  enact 
Public  Law  141.  The  law  codified  the 
following  Legion  recommendations: 

•  No  veteran  disabled  in  the  line  of 
duly  should  suffer  any  reductions  in 


MESSENGER— /\t  the  1930  National  Con- 
vention in  Boston,  President  Herbert 
Hoover  appeals  to  Legionnaires  for  their 
support  and  sacrifice  during  the  serious 
economic  troubles  of  the  time. 


benefits  granted  in  legislation  in  effect 
prior  to  March  19,  1933; 

•  Federal  hospitalization  should  be 
provided  to  veterans  who  cannot 
afford  it;  and 

•  Service-connected  veterans  who 
were  given  the  status  prior  to 
March  20,  1933  should  be 
allowed  to  keep  it. 

From  1934  to  1940,  Legion 
legislative  activities  were 
devoted  to  regaining  all  veter- 
ans benefits  and  improving 
existing  ones. 
This  was  a  monumental  task 
because  of  the  repeal  in  1933  of  all 
Public  Laws  granting  medical  or  hos- 
pital treatment,  domiciliary  care,  com- 
pensation and  other  allowances,  pen- 
sion, disability  or  retirement  pay  to 
World  War  I  veterans  and  their  depen- 
dents. Over  a  decade  of  Legion 
achievements  were  wiped  out. 

Except  for  the  Legion,  most  Ameri- 
cans and  their  representatives  in  Con- 
gress forgot  about  the  sacrifices  of 
World  War  I  —  they  forgot  about  vet- 
erans. But  the  Legion  would  not  and 
could  not  allow  America  to  forget  and 
continued  to  speak  out  for  veterans 
and  the  nation  in  such  areas  as: 

Creating  jobs  for  veterans.  In  May 
1930,  the  Legion  signed  an  agreement 
with  the  Department  of  Labor  allow- 
P lease  turn  to  page  162 
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WORLD'S  BEST  I NON-STIC 
FRY  PAN  VALUE ^ — - 


HERE  ONLY 


)NLY 

95 

for  6"  pan 


L 


ZOO^ear 
Quarantee 

If  itever  flakes,  peels, 
scratches,  blisters  or 
wears  out  any  time  in 
the  next  20  years,  we 
guarantee  to  replace 
it  free  or  refund  your 
money  in  full. 


/ 


CFPAMERL 

©1994  RBM  Ltd.,  1200  Shames  Drive,  Weslbury,  NY  11590 


•  Guaranteed  100%  non-stick  surface! 

•  Cooks  without  excess  fat,  butter,  or  oil! 

•  Avoids  extra  calories  and  cholesterol! 

•  Quick-cook  bottom  pre-heats  in  seconds! 

•  Easy-to-hold  handle  stays  cool! 

•  Tested  to  last  20  years! 

•  Won't  flake,  peel  or  wear  out! 

•  Full  20  year  guarantee  excluding  shipping  and 
handling  charges.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment. 

•  We  reserve  right  to  limit  6  per  address.  Hurry! 


BONUS. 


Save  $5  on 
complete 
3  pan  set 

(See  Coupon) 


SIZE 

ITEM# 

PRICE 

QTY 

TOTAL 

6  in. 

R72281 

$3.95 

$ 

8  in. 

R72282 

$4.95 

$ 

93/411 

R72283 

$5.95 

$ 

SAVE 
$5.00 


□All  3  pans  only  $10 
□  2  sets  (6  pans)  only  $20 


{R72280) 


Add  only  $3.95  shpg.  &  hdig.  In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax. 
Tax  $         ■  Total  enclosed  $  . 
Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.  or  charge 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
{Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 

Card  #  

Exp.  Date  (Mo)  (Yr)  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  

Address  

City/State/Zip  

(R72290-01) 

MAIL    RBM  Ltd.  Fry  Pan,  Dept.  570-306 
TO:      Box  1 735,  Hicksvllle,  NY  1 1 802 
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LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•Bolstered  U.S. 
military  power 
in  WWII  with  its 
unlimited 
support. 

•Authored  and 
helped  pass 
the  Gl  Bill. 

•Welcomed 
WWII  veterans 
into  the  Legion. 

•Surpassed  3 
million  in 
membership. 

•Got  VAto  build 
more  hospitals. 

•Stood  up  for 
disabled 
veterans  and 
their  families. 


ON  DEC.  7,  1941,  Japanese 
planes  appeared  over  the 
mountains  looking  down  on 
Pearl  Harbor  and  delivered  a 
surprise  blow  —  an  attack  that  devas- 
tated the  U.S.  Pacific  Fleet  and 
destroyed  75  percent  of  the  U.S.  planes 
on  airfields  around  Pearl  Harbor. 

It  was  a  wake  up  call  to  isolationists 
who  thought  World  War  II  could  be 
avoided,  and  who  lacked  the  Legion's 
commitment  to  military  preparedness. 
Japan  had  officially  invited  the  United 
States  to  the  Second  World  War.  It  was 
an  invitation  America  could  not  refuse. 

After  Pearl  Harbor,  Legion  National 
Commander  Lynn  Stambaugh  immedi- 
ately placed  "all  the  Legion  has  and  is" 
at  President  Franklin  Delano  Roo- 
sevelt's disposal.  World  War  I  veterans 
in  the  Legion  knew  what  it  would  take 
to  get  America  ready 
for  war,  and  they  guid- 
ed the  organization's 
efforts  to  fight  the  evil 
forces   of  Imperial 
Japan  and  Nazi  Ger- 
many. 

Supporting  the  na- 
tion in  WWII.  About 
150,000  Legionnaires 
were  back  in  uniform 
ready  to  fight  World 
War  II.  Others  were  in 
strategic  leadership 
positions  such  as  Navy 
Secretary  Frank  Knox,  Undersecretary 
ol"  War  Robert  Patterson  and  Manpow- 
er Director  Paul  V.  McNutt. 

Thousands  of  other  Legionnaires 
served  on  rations  and  appeals  boards 


merica  needed 
the  manpower, 
wisdom  and 
spirit  of  The 
American  Legion 
to  win 

World  War  II. 
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TRAGEDY — Japan's  surprise  World  War  II  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  sank  the  USS  Arizona. 


•  11 


VICTORY— At  the  1945 
Convention,  Nat'l.  Cmdr. 
Scheiberling  gives  Gen. 
Eisenhower  the  Legion's 
Distinguished  Service 
IVIedal,  above,  and 
6,000  WWII  veterans 
become  Legionnaires,  left. 
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with  state  and  local  agencies.  Nearly 
400,000  served  as  air-raid  wardens, 
300,000  as  volunteer  policemen  and 
50,000  as  volunteer  firefighters. 

Legion  Posts  recruited  men  and 
women  for  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  and 
sponsored  the  Victory  Corps,  a  high 
school  program  that  trained  young  men 
in  military  drill  to  prepare  them  for  the 
war.  Legionnaires  numbered  some  60 
percent  of  the  local  draft  boards. 

During  World  War  E,  Legionnaires 
were  in  uniform  fighting  for  their  coun- 
try and  on  the  home  front  helping  com- 
munities channel  all  of  their  resources 
toward  the  war  effort.  All  of  the 
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1940-41 

MiloJ.  Warner 
OHIO 

1941-42  Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 
NORTH  DAKOTA 

1942-43 

Roane  Waring 

TENNESSEE 

1943-44 

Warren  H.  Atherton 
CALIFORNIA 

1944-45  Edward  N.  Scheiberling 
NEW  YORK 

1945-46 

John  Stelle 
ILLINOIS 

1946-47 

PaulH.  Griffith 

PENNSYLVANIA 

1947-48 

James  F.  CrNeil 
NEH  I lAMPSIIIRE 

1948-49 

Perry  Brown 
TEXAS 

1949-50 

( ieorge  N.  Craig 
INDIANA 

Legion's  efforts  did  pay  off,  but  for 
veterans  and  the  Legion,  a  World  War 
II  victory  for  the  Allies  was  not  the  end 
of  the  struggle. 

Welcoming  WWII  veterans.  Thanks 
to  World  War  11  veterans,  membership 
in  The  American  Legion  surpassed  3 
million  after  the  war.  Young  veterans 
added  fire  and  conviction  to  the 
Legion's  work  as  men  and  women  in 
their  20s  and  30s  became  active  and 
got  leadership  posts. 

The  Legion  knew  what 
World  War  II  veterans 
needed  because  their  deci- 
sion-making bodies  includ- 
ed many  World  War  II 
veterans.  And  the  over- 
whelming need  was  to 
reassimilate  these  men  and 
women  into  the  civilian  work  force. 
Realizing  this  need,  the  Legion  wrote 
and  helped  pass  legislation  that  forever 
changed  veterans  benefits:  the  GI  Bill. 

The  GI  Bill.  The  Serviceman's 
Readjustment  Act  of  1944,  better 
known  as  the  GI  Bill,  was  the  Legion's 
greatest  legislative  achievement.  It  pro- 
vided education  and  housing  benefits 
that  created  a  middle  class  in  America, 
and  successfully  assimilated  millions 
of  veterans  into  civilian  life. 

•  Nearly  8  million  World  War  II 
veterans  went  to  school  on  the  GI  Bill, 
which  covered  their  college  tuition. 
Among  those  who  attained  their  profes- 
sions with  the  help  of  the  GI  Bill  were: 
430,000  engineers;  180,000  medical 
doctors,  dentists  and  nurses;  107,000 
attorneys;  200,000  accountants;  36,000 
clergymen  of  all  faiths;  17,000  writers 


MEALTIME — WWII  servicemen  and 
women  enjoy  a  chicken  dinner  at  the 
1944  American  Legion  National  Conven- 
tion in  Chicago. 


and  journalists;  700,000  mechanics; 
383,000  construction  workers,  83,000 
policemen  and  firemen;  200,000  metal 
workers;  500,000  electrical  workers; 
and  61,000  printers  and  typesetters. 
Another  700,000  took  business  courses. 
Millions  of  veterans  who  would 
have  flooded  the  labor  market 
decided  to  go  to  school.  And 
when  they  did  seek  jobs, 
thanks  to  the  GI  Bill,  they 
were  prepared  to  compete  for 
good  paying  positions. 

•  The  home  loan  provi- 
sions of  the  GI  Bill  made 
home  ownership  possible  for  millions 
of  veterans.  In  fact,  since  World  War 
II,  60  percent  of  all  new  single-family 
residences  have  been  built  for  veterans 
who  obtained  GI  Bill  financing. 

For  more  on  the  GI  Bill,  see  page 
62.  lust  as  the  GI  Bill  positively  affect- 
ed veterans'  lives  long  after  World  War 
II,  the  wounds  suffered  by  GIs 
remained  an  ongoing  battle. 

"The  plain  fact  is  that  wars  don't 
begin  or  end  on  a  given  day,"  noted 
Eddie  Cantor  in  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  MAGAZINE.  "This  war 
(WWII)  didn't  end  on  August  14, 
1945,  any  more  than  it  began  on  Dec. 
7,  1941.  Ask  the  boys  who  were  on 
Iwo  or  Okinawa,  at  Anzio  or  the  Battle 
of  the  Bulge,  the  veterans  who  are  now 
lying  blind,  crippled  or  pyschoneurotic 
Please  turn  to  page  164 
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U.S.  GOVERNMENT  ISSUE 

Worid  War  II  Watch 


layered  in 


Accurate  in  Every  Detail.  From  the  battlefield  to  the  board- 
room we  fought  hard  to  recreate  this  piece  of  history.  Now,  for 
the  first  time,  in  23  Karat  GOLD  layers.  And,  at  a  value 
packed  price  everyone  can  enjoy.  No  detail  was  over- 
looked, and  every  quality  feature  is  guaranteed.  Like  our 
updated  Quartz  movement  accurate  to  within  five  sec- 
onds a  month.  For  good  measure  we  added  a  thick 
Genuine  Leather  Strap.  And,  our  23K  Gold  case 
contains  the  exact  military  dial  used  by  our  armed 
forces  worldwide.  Even  the  original  government 
order  information  and  stamping.  Layered  in  23K 
Gold,  have  all  been  replicated  in  every  detail.  A 
wonderful  authentic  timepiece  can  now  be 
yours,  a  touch  of  nostalgia  to  be  discussed 
and  fashionably  worn  by  all  who  were 
touched  by  the  Great  War.  It's  been  50 
years  now  and  most  of  us  will  never 
forget. 


Shown 
Actual 
Size 


Very  Timely 

Handsome^ 

This  smart  looking  rugged 
timepiece  will  be  a  welcome  addi- 
tion to  any  wardrobe.  Handsome  and 
generously  thick  leather  strap  is  ultra 
comfortable.  And,  of  course  the  easy  to 
read  military  dial  will  keep  you  right  in  step, 
and  right  on  time.  A  very  sensational 
value  beautifully  layered  In  genuine  23 
Karat  GOLD. 


Especially 
Designed  for: 

•  Military 

•  Aviators 

•  Sportsmen 
m»  Collectors 

•  Army,  Navy, 
Air  Force, 
Marines 

•  Executives 

•  Americans 
throughout 
the  land. 


Technical  Specifications: 

Exact  Military  Dial,  night-read  orange  numbers  for 
hours  01 :00  to  12:00.  Inside  ring  shows  hours 
13:00  to  24:00.  Precise  second  indices,  outside 
ring  shows  seconds  in  increments  of  five  with  , 
Signal  Red  sweep  secondhand.  No  distortion 
rugged  crystal  cover,  hefty  "set  pin",  Quartz 
movement  accurate  to  within  five  seconds 
month.  Genuine  Leather  Strap.  Hard  metal 
bezel,  stainless  steel  back,  and  buckle  ALL 
LAYERED  IN  23  KARAT  GOLD.  Replicated 
from  Department  of  War  Order  15X-S275873. 


Technical  Sergeant  Francis  L 
Garrett,  Company  A,  1st 
Battalion,  71st  Infantry 
Regiment,  44th  Division. 
Toured  European  Theater 
of  Operations.  Shown 
original  Army  photo 
1943,  and  today.  Age 
78,  Retired  Cave 
Creek,  Arizona. 


Genuine 
LEATHER 

Hefty  Strap 

This  generous  leather  strap 
is  carefully  cut  from  fine 
tanned  leather  hides.  Then,  a 
comfort  cushion  is  put  inside, 
and  rugged  matching  stitching 
finishes  off  the  good  looks. 
Sturdy  buckle  in  23K  Gold  lay- 
ers, two  leather  "keepers",  and 
eight  eyelet  holes  for  your 
adjustable  comfort. 


This  is  not  some  skinny  European  import. 
The  original  thickness,  heft  and  weight  of  the 
WWII  Military  Edition  was  maintained  for  your 
enjoyment. 


M.A.C.  BY  MAIL 


Makes 
a  Great 
Gift! 

As  a  matter  of 
fact  that's  how  it 
all  began.  That's 
my  Uncle.  I  was 
looking  for  a  special 
gift  for  him  and  came 
across  a  WWII  antique 
watch  in  the  local 
Army/Navy  store  here  in 
Tempe.  It  was  irresistible  even 
though  the  price  tag  was  $200 
bucks.  It  was  worth  every  penny 
of  it  because  the  smiles  and  con- 
versation went  a  long,  long  way. 

903  S.  Hohokam  Drive 
Tempe,  Arizona  85281 


Government  Issue 
World  War  II  Watch 


23K  Gold 


Layered 


$2g95 


111 


Mail  TODAY  to:  M.A.C.  By  Mail 

903  S.  Hohokam  Drive,  Tempe,  Az  85281 
YES!  Please  rush  my  23Karat  GOLD  World  War  II  Watch(s)  as 
checked  below.  100%  GUARANTEE:  I  understand  that  if  at  any 
time,  for  any  reason,  I  am  not  completely  satisfied,  I  may  return 
the  watch  for  a  prompt  refund  of  every  penny  I  paid  for  it. 
Total  for 
Watch(s)$__. 
Add 

Sliipping  / 
Handling  $  


Az  residents 
add  sales 
tax 
Total 
Paid  or 

Charged  $  

□  Check  Enclosed 

□  VISA  □  MasterCard 


23K  Gold  Layered 
Government  Issue 
World  War  II  Watch 

Quantity 

Check  (V) 

One.. .$29.95 

Two.. .$54.90 
(Save  $5.00) 

Three.  $79.85 
(Save  S10.00) 

Credit  Card  Number-Please  print  all  digits 

Name  


Expires 


Street 


City 


State 


-Zip. 


THE  GI  Bill 


I  Coiled  America's 
I  greatest  piece  of 
I  socioi  iegisiation, 
I  tine  Legion- 
l  written  GI  Biii 
:  ciianged  tine 
I  country:  34 
t  miiiion  veterans 
t  went  to  sciiooi, 
I  bougtit  iiomes 
i  and  buiit  a 
*  better  nation. 


WHAT  do  former  Pres- 
ident Gerald  Ford, 
country  singer  John- 
ny Cash,  actor  Peter 
Graves  and  Air  Force  Maj.  Gen. 
Jeanne  Holm  have  in  common? 
They  are  all  veterans  who  took 
advantage  of  the  Legion-written 
GI  Bill. 

For  more  than  34  million 
American  veterans,  the  Service- 
man's  Readjustment  Act  of 
1944  —  commonly  known  as  the  GI 
Bill  —  has  meant  the  realization  of  the 
American  dream:  an  education,  a  good 
job  and  a  home  of  their  own. 

Former  President  Gerald  Ford  was 
one  ex-GI  who  used  the  GI  Bill  to  buy 
a  house.  "After  my  wife  and  I  were 
married,  we  bought  our  first  house  in 
Grand  Rapids  (Mich.),"  says  Ford. 
"The  GI  Bill  allowed  us  to  get  a  higher 
priced  home  because  of  the  guarantee, 
and  at  4  percent  interest." 

The  President  also  received  another 
benefit  from  the  GI  Bill.  "When  I  came 
back  from  the  service  to  practice  law,  I 
received  —  I  believe  it  was  —  $200  in 
supplemental  or  readjustment  benefits." 

For  20  milHon  veterans,  the  GI  Bill 
meant  a  better  education,  and  for  the 
nation,  a  highly  skilled  workforce.  "The 
GI  Bill  was  the  great  democratizer," 
says  Brent  Breedon,  formerly  of 
Georgetown  University  and  an  expert 
on  the  GI  Bill.  "Prior  to  World  War  II, 


HAND-WRITTEN  HISTORY— PNC  Harry  Colmery's 
portrait  hangs  above  his  original  draft  of  the  GI  Bill 
displayed  at  National  Headquarters. 


college  was  something  available  mainly 
to  the  wealthy." 

Breedon  notes  that  a  college  degree 
was  not  the  primary  goal  of  many  GIs. 
"Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  most  vet- 
erans of  World  War  n  did  not  use  the 
GI  Bill  to  get  a  degree.  They  learned 
trades  and  skills  and  went  to  work." 

The  GI  Bill,  however,  offered  an 
unmatched  opportunity  for  those  who 
did  want  to  pursue  a  college  education. 
For  Hawaii  Sen.  Dan  Inouye,  who  lost 
an  arm  to  wounds  received  in  Italy,  it 
was  the  answer  to  his  prayers.  "Without 
the  GI  Bill,"  he  says,  "higher  education 
and  graduate  studies  would  have  been, 
at  best,  a  dream." 

Inouye  attended  college  for  three 
years  at  the  University  of  Hawaii  and 
two  years  of  graduate  school  at 
George  Washington  University.  He 
says  he  was  once  asked  what  was  the 
most  important  legislation  Congress 
had  enacted  in  this  century.  "The  GI 


Bill,"  he  said. 

The  impact  of  that  massive, 
educated  workforce  on  Post-war 
America  is  undeniable,  accord- 
ing to  former  Texas  Rep.  Jim 
Wright.  "It  [the  GI  Bill]  has 
repaid  the  Treasury  at  least  $20 
for  every  dollar  it  cost  through 
additional  taxes  on  higher 
incomes,"  he  wrote  the  Legion 
in  1984  on  the  40th  anniversary 
oftheGI  BiU. 

The  GI  Bill  also  was  a  major 
boon  to  state  colleges  across  the 
country.  Federal  dollars  pumped 
into  those  schools  for  thousands 
of  student  veterans  allowed 
them  to  expand  their  campuses 
and  curricula. 

The  GI  Bill  even  made 
dreams  come  true  for  undiscov- 
ered, talented  veterans  such  as 
country  music  star  Johnny 
Cash.  "After  my  Air  Force  dis- 
charge in  1954,  I  struggled  to 
get  into  broadcasting  and  get 
my  foot  in  the  door  for  a 
singing  career,"  Cash  says.  "At 
the  suggestion  of  a  radio  station 
manager,  I  entered  Keegan 
School  of  Broadcasting  in 
Memphis.  The  school  was  paid 
for  on  the  GI  Bill,  else  I  could  not  have 
afforded  to  go." 

Five  months  later.  Cash  started 
recording,  and  a  successful  career  was 
launched. 

What  would  have  happened  if  the  GI 
Bill  had  never  been  written? 

"Without  the  bill,  I  and  many  others 
would  never  have  had  the  opportunities 
we  had,"  says  actor  Peter  Graves,  a  vet- 
eran of  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  and 
current  host  of  Arts  and  Entertain- 
ment's Biography  series.  Graves,  a 
budding  musician  before  he  volun- 
teered for  the  Army,  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota.  He  says,  "The  GI 
Bill  was  the  only  thing  at  that  time  that 
would  get  me  through  school.  I  supple- 
mented its  income  with  money  from 
my  music." 

With  a  degree  in  drama.  Graves  fol- 
lowed his  well-known  brother,  James 
Arness  (who  was  badly  wounded  dur- 
Please  turn  to  page  154 
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They  serve  quietly. 


They  deserve  our  applause. 

Honor  America's  POWs,  Vietnam  Veterans 
and  Women  in  the  Military, 

The  U.S.  Mint  proudly  pays  tribute  to  the  contributions 
of  these  dedicated  Americans  with  three  very  special, 
limited  edition  coins.  Your  purchase  of  any  one 
or  all  three  of  these  legal  tender,  silver  dollar 
coins  will  not  only  honor  veterans  and 
active  military,  but  will  directly  contribute 
funds  to  the  creation  and  maintenance  of 
permanent  memorials. 

From  each  Women  In  Military 
Service  Silver  Dollar  sold,  $10  will 
go  to  help  build  a  memorial  in  our 
Nation's  capital.  Each 
Prisoner  of  War  Silver 
Dollar  sold 
will  contribute 
$10  to  help  build 
a  museum  in  Andersonville,  Georgia, 
and  $10  from  the  sale  of  each  Vietnam 
Veterans  Memorial  Silver  Dollar  will  go 
toward  a  fund  to  help  maintain  this 
important  memorial. 


Prisoner 
of  War 
Silver 
Dollar 


Orders  postmarked  by 
September  9,  1994  are  eligible 
for  a  special  Pre-lssue  discount. 

Coins  shown  are  not  actual  size.  Designs  depicted  are  renderings 
of  the  U.S.  Veterans  Commemorahve  Silver  Dollars  and  are  subject 
to  slight  modification  during  engraving. 


Women  In  Military 
Service  For  America 
Memorial  Silver  Dollar 


Vietnam 
Veterans 
Memorial 
Silver  Dollar 


Purchase  all  three  and  save. 

Purchase  all  three  Silver 
Dollars  as  a  set  and  save  up  to 
$14  over  their  individual  prices. 
Place  any  order 
by  September  9  and 
receive  a  Pre-lssue  dis- 
count as  well.  Order 
your  U.S.  Veterans  Commem- 
orative Silver  Dollars  today  by 
returning  the  form  below  or  calling 

1-800-424-2180 


United  States  Mint,  Pre-Issue  Reservation  Form,  US.  Veterans  Commemorative  Silver  Dollars 


>>  Orders  are  nol  valid  until  accepled  by  the  United  States  Mint  You  may  cancel  your  order  at  any  time 
prior  to  shipment  and  return  any  detective  product  lor  replacement  up  to  30  days  alter  receipt  The  Mmi 
reserves  Itie  right  to  limit  quantities  and  may  discontinue  accepting  orders  al  any  time  Coins  may  be  delivered  in  mul- 
tiple shipments  at  ditferent  times.  Please  allow  approximately  7  weeks  lor  delivery  To  qualify  tor  Pre-lssue  prices,  orders 
must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  September  9, 1994 


DO  NOT  SEND  CASH.  Make  checks  or  money  orders  payable  lo  United  Slates  IVIinL  The  Mini  accepts  orders  only  under  the 
preprinted  terms  described  on  this  order  form  To  inquire  about  your  order,  please  contact:  Customer  Service  Center,  United  Stales 
Mint,  10001  Aerospace  Road,  Lanliam,  MD  20706  (Telephone  301-436-7400, 9  00  AM  -  5  00  PM  Eastern  Time.  Monday  -  Friday) 


OpI. 
No. 

Qty. 

Ilenn 

Regular 
Price 

Pre-lssue 
Price 

Subtotal 

VII 

Tliree  Coin  Set  Prool 

$91  00 

$79J0 

V13 

Prisoner  ol  War  Silver  Dollar  Prool 

35  00 

31.00 

V15 

Vielnam  Velerans  Memorial  Silver  Dollar  Prool 

35.00 

31.00 

VI 7 

Women  In  Military  Service 

For  America  Memorial  Silver  Dollar  Prool 

35  00 

31.00 

NT  USE  ONLY 


Total  Order  Price 


METHOD  OF  PAYMENT: 
Credit  Card  Account  No. 


□  Check       □  Money  Order     □  VISA       □  MasterCard 


Credit  card  orders  will  be  billed  and  checks  Expiration 
deposited  upon  receipt  by  the  Mint.  Date: 

Signature- 
Name  


.  Date. 


V01V040 


Address_ 
City  


State 


.Zip. 


Mail  to:  United  States  Mint,  P.O.  Box  41998,  Plliiadeipllia,  PA  19101-1998.     Daytime  Telephone  No 


SEVENTY-FIVE    YEARS    FOR    GOD    AND  COUNTRY 


Korean  War 
Glsand 
their  families 
were  not 
forgotten  by 
The  American 
Legion. 


LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•Welcomed 
Korean  War 
veterans  into 
the  Legion. 

•  Fought  for 
Universal 
Military 
Training. 

•Won  passage 
of  Korean  War 
Gl  Bill. 

•  Defended  VA 
from  critics 
who  wanted  to 
dismantle  the 
agency. 

•Created  The 
American 
Legion  Child 
Welfare 
Foundation. 


PORK  CHOP  Hill.  The  very 
name  of  this  U.S.  outpost  only 
begins  to  describe  the  horrors 
of  the  Korean  War  (1950- 
1953),  a  conflict  that  took  nearly 
34,000  American  lives. 

It  was  at  Pork  Chop  Hill  and  count- 
less other  sites  in  Korea  that  American 
forces  died  for  seemingly  meaningless 
ground,  all  in  the  hopes  of  turning  back 
communist  North  Korea's  grab  for 
democratic  South  Korea  across  the 
38th  Parallel. 

Reporting  from  Korea  for  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE, 
Marine  Combat  Correspondent  T/Sgt. 
James  C.  Jones  Jr.  explained  the  situa- 
tion: 

"When  the  war  reached  the  'yo-yo' 
stage,  he  [the  American  GI]  lost  sight 
of  any  clear-cut  objective  he  may  have 
had,  and  sometimes  he 
wondered  if  it  really 
was  worth  fighting 
hard  for  the  next  hill, 
when  all  it  meant  was 
going  on  to  the  next 
hill,  and  the  next,  until 
he  was  hit  hard,  at 
which  time  he  was 
ordered  to  withdraw." 

Veterans  of  this  war 
joined  The  American 
Legion  to  ensure  the 
United  States  would 
learn  from  the  many 
mistakes  made  in  the  Korean  War  — 
mistakes  that  caused  needless  Ameri- 
can combat  deaths.  Their  efforts  did 
much  to  prepare  America  for  future 
wars. 
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Korean  War  lessons.  General  of  the 
Army  Douglas  MacArthur  said  that 
"one  of  the  greatest  contributions  The 
American  Legion  has  made  to  the 
nation  has  been  in  the  strengthening  of 
the  potentialities  of  the  citizen  soldier." 

Indeed,  one  of  the  lessons  of  the 
Korean  War  was  the  need  for  Universal 
Military  Training  (UMT)  and  for  a 
strong  Reserve  and  National  Guard.  In 
the  1950s,  the  Legion  worked  cease- 
lessly for  both. 

TTie  Legion  began  its  push  for  UMT 
—  military  training  for  all  young 
American  men  —  in  1919  after  World 
War  I  exposed  a  weakness  in  the  way 


NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 


1950-51 

Erie  Cocke  Jr 

GEORGIA 

1951-52 

Donald  R.  Wilson 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

1952-53 

Lewis  K.  Gough 

CALIFORNIA 

1953-54 

Arthur  J.  Connell 

CONNECTICUT 

1954-55 

Seaborn  P.  Collins 

NEWMEXICO 

1955-56  /.  Addington  Wagner 

MICHIGAN 

1956-57 

Dan  Daniel 

VIRGINIA 

1957-58 

John  S.  Gleason  Jr 

ILLINOIS 

1958-59 

Preston  J.  Moore 

OKLAHOMA 

959-60  Marlin  B.  McKneally 
NEW  YORK 


America  prepared  for  and  fought  its 
wars.  Drafted  GIs  were  put  in  harm's 
way  much  too  soon  and  without 
enough  training. 

When  history  repeated  itself  in  the 
Korean  War,  with  high  death  tolls 
among  poorly  trained  citizen  soldiers, 
the  Legion  successfully  lobbied  for  the 
Universal  Military  Training  and  Ser- 
vice Act,  signed  by  President 
Harry  Truman  in  1951,  and 
for  the  Reserve  Forces  Act  of 
1955.  To  the  Legion  and 
Gen.  MacArthur,  UMT  was 
vital  because  it  was  the  best 
way  to  integrate  the  citizen 
soldier  into  the  U.S.  Armed 
Forces.  However,  both  pieces  of  legis- 
lation failed  to  go  as  far  as  the  Army 
and  the  Legion  wanted. 

While  the  Legion  could  not  get 
America  to  adopt  true  UMT,  these  leg- 
islative victories  improved  U.S.  readi- 
ness and  —  as  MacArthur  said  —  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  United  States  to 
"adopt  the  principle  of  Universal  Mili- 
tary Training." 

The  American  Legion  also  pushed 
at  every  opportunity  for  a  strong 
Reserve  and  National  Guard.  The 
Legion  knew  that  America  needed  to 
transform  its  conventional  forces  into 
more  of  a  deterrent.  After  all.  North 
Korea  did  not  view  America  as  a  threat 
when  it  invaded  South  Korea  in  1950. 

"It  is... probable  that  the  Korean 
War  would  not  have  occurred  if  the 
aggressor  had  known  what  the  United 
States  would  do,"  said  Secretary  of 
State  John  Foster  Dulles  before  the 
1953  American  Legion  National  Con- 


BLOW  OUT— Texas  Sen.  Lyndon  John- 
son celebrates  his  51st  birthday  at  the 
Minneapolis  convention  in  1959. 

vention  in  St.  Louis. 

Dulles,  a  30-year  member  of  Post 
108  in  New  York  City  and  founder  of 
State  Department  Post  68,  gave  his  fel- 
low Legionnaires  advice  that  shaped 
American  Legion  policy  in 
the  1950s.  "If  events  are 
likely  which  will  in  fact  lead 
us  to  fight,  let  us  make  clear 
our  intention  in  advance, 
then  we  shall  probably  not 
have  to  fight,"  he  said. 
Legionnaire  Dulles  was 
right.  During  his  tenure  as  Secretary  of 
State,  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAG- 
AZINE observed,  "no  Americans  had  to 
fight  in  fresh  conflicts  on  foreign  soil; 
the  free  world  lost  no  inch  of  territory." 

Korean  War  GI  Bill.  "The  Congress 
finally  got  around  to  recognizing  the 
"police  action"  in  Korea  as  a  full- 
fledged  war  —  and  the  men  who  are 
fighting  there  are  entitled  to  veterans 
benefits,"  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MAGAZINE  stated  in  July  1951.  In  this 
case,  veterans  benefits  meant  medical 
care,  disability  compensation,  pensions 
and  burial  rights. 

In  1952,  The  American  Legion 
helped  win  passage  of  the  Korean  War 
GI  Bill  (the  Veterans  Readjustment 
Assistance  Act  of  1952),  which  extend- 
ed WWII  GI  Bill  education  benefits  to 
a  new  group  of  veterans.  As  publicized 
by  VA,  it  provided  "education  and 
training  benefits  as  well  as  home,  farm 
Please  turn  to  page  165 
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^  CLEARANCE  SA 

^   &  Free  Gift! 


Cassettes 


ROY  ACUFF  "20  Greatest  Hits"  6001   $12.98 

BLUEGRASS  HITS  "30  Famous  Classics"  7819  $8.98 

BOB  WILLS  "20  Fiddle  Tunes"  010  $14.98 

BOXCAR  WILLIE  "Boxcar  Blues"  1401  $7.98 

CAJUN  COLLECTION  "25  Ultra  Rare  Historic  Recordings"  013  $19.98 

CAJUN  COUNTRY  "Best  from  Kershaw,  Newman,  IVIore"  339  $8.98 

CARTER  FAMILY  "Original  Wildwood  Flower  &  More"  586  $7.98 

CARTER  FAMILY  "Anchored  In  Love:  1927-1928"  1064   $10.98 

CARTER  FAMILY  "My  Clinch  Mountain  Home:  1928-1929"  1065  $12.98 

COUNTRY  HITS  FROM  THE  194G's  "16  Originals"  208  $8.98 

COWBOY  COPAS  "Filipino  Baby"  2077  $4.98 

DUELING  BANJOS  &  OTHER  BLUEGRASS  FAVORITES  2296  $6.98 

FIDDLERS  GREATEST  "30  All  Time  Hits"  7823  $12.98 

FLATT  &  SCRUGGS  "20  Greatest"  7787  $8.98 

RED  FOLEY  "Blues  in  My  Heart"  20266  $7.98 

LEFTY  FRIZZELL  "20  Golden  Hits"  6007  $12.98 

HAWKSHAW  HAWKINS  "1 6  Greatest  Hits"  220  $6.98 

HEE  HAW  GOSPEL  QUARTET  VOL.  I-IV  (4  cassette  set)  19801   $49.98 

HOMER  &  JETHRO  "Best  of  Comedy"  2072  $6.98 

JIM  &  JESSE  "Best  of  Bluegrass"  2212  $5.98 

GEORGE  JONES  "He  Stopped  Loving  Her  Today  &  More"  380  $6.98 

GEORGE  JONES  "24  Gospel  Greats"  7791  $9.98 

THE  JUDDS  "Collector's  Series"  2278  $7.98 

LOUVIN  BROTHERS  "Thank  God  For  My  Christian  Home"  5041  $6.98 

LULU  BELLE  &  SCOTTY  "Sweethearts  Still"  260   $6.98 

GEORGE  MORGAN  "Room  Full  Of  Roses"  2094  $6.98 

JIMMY  C.  NEWMAN  &  CAJUN  COUNTRY  Alligator  Man"  6039   $10.98 

MINNIE  PEARL  "Best  of  Comedy"  2226  $7.98 

RAY  PRICE  "30  Greatest  Hits"  (3  cassette  set)  1234  $23.98 

JIM  REEVES  "Collector's  Series"  8405  $9.98 

RENO  &  SMILEY  "11  Volume  Collection"  (11  cassette  set)  0109  $39.98 

JIMMIE  RODGERS  "With  The  Carter  Family"  1061  $10.98 

JIMMIE  RODGERS  "6  Tape  Historic  Collection"  5660  $59.98 

CARL  SMITH  "20  Legendary  Greats"  7832   $7.98 

HANK  SNOW  "Collector's  Series"  2279  $9.98 

RED  SOVINE  "Golden  Hits"  412  $7.98 

STANLEY  BROTHERS  "6  Tape  Collection"  154  $19.98 

MEL  STREET  "20  Greatest  Hits"  7824   $9.98 

HANK  THOMPSON  "20  Greatest  Hits"  7807   $10.98 

ERNEST  TUBB  "Walking  The  Floor  Over  You"  20496  $7.98 

ERNEST  TUBB  "Waltz  Across  Texas  &  More"  20506  $8.98 

CONWAY  TWITTY  "Hello  Darlin'"  20268  $8.98 

KITTY  WELLS  "Dust  on  the  Bible"  20717  $7.98 

WILMA  LEE  &  STONEY  COOPER  "Walking  My  Lord  Up  Calvary's  Hill"  348  ..$5.98 

HANK  WILLIAMS,  SR.  "40  Greatest  Hits"  821233  $19.98 

HANK  WILLIAMS,  SR.  "12  Rare  Demos"  006   $12.98 

BOB  WILLS  "21  Golden  Hits"  411  $9.98 

BOB  WILLS  "Fiddle  Tunes"  010  $14.98 

MAC  WISEMAN  "20  Greatest  Hits"  7790  $9.98 

FARON  YOUNG  "30  Greatest  Hits"  (3  cassette  set)  4345   $23.98 

YOUR  HIT  PARADE  "40  Big  Band  Hits"  (4  cassette  set)  16934  $19. 


BILL  ANDERSON  VIDEO  "Scrapbook"  (60  min.)  101  $19.98 

PATSY  CLINE  VIDEO  "The  Real  Patsy"  (48  min.)  817  $19.98 

PATSY  CLINE  VIDEO  "Remembering  Patsy"  (50  min.)  110  $29.98 

LEWIS  GRIZZARD  "An  Evening  With..."  (60  min.)  820   $19.98 

COUNTRY  HALL  OF  FAME  #1  "E.  Tubb.W.  Pierce,  more"  (30  min.)  5001. ..$11. 98 
COUNTRY  HALL  OF  FAME  #2  "C.  Smith,  Carter  Family,  more"  (30  min.)  5002".. $11 .98 
COUNTRY  HALL  OF  FAME  #3  "J.  Dickens,  C.  Copas,  more"  (30  min.)  5003  ...$11 .98 

COUNTRY  HALL  OF  FAME  #4  "F.  Young,  Wilburns,  more"  (30  min.)  5004   $11 .98 

COUNTRY  LINE  DANCIN'  VIDEO  "It's  Easy  to  Learn!"(2  video  set)  2738..$14.98 

GEORGE  JONES  "Live  in  Tennessee"  (60  min.)  1 1 1  $19.98 

GEORGE  JONES  "Same  Ole  Me"  (60  min.)  0104  $29.98 

LORETTA  LYNN  VIDEO  "Honky  Tonk  Girl"  (60  min.)  0106  $29.98 

MINNIE  PEARL  VIDEO  "Old  Times"  (50  min.)  1922   $29.98 

WEBB  PIERCE  "Greatest  Hits  on  Video"  (52  min.)  1666  $19.98 

CHARLIE  PRIDE  "Live!"  (26  min.)  72259  $19.98 

JIM  REEVES  "Gentleman  Jim  Reeves"  (50  min.)  1658  $19.98 

MARTY  ROBBINS  VIDEO  "Super  Legend"  (2  hrs.)  242   $34.98 

MARTY  ROBBINS  "Best  of  His  TV  Show"  (3  hrs./3  tapes)  244  $79.98 

RAY  STEVENS  VIDEO  "Comedy  Video  Classics"  (30  min.)  77703....$19.98 

RAY  STEVENS  VIDEO  "Live"  77701   $19.98 

RAY  STEVENS  VIDEO  "More  Live"  77702  $19.98 

ERNEST  TUBB  VIDEO  "Thanks  Troubadour  Thanks"  (62  min.)  803  .$19.98 

CONWAY  TWITTY  VIDEO  "#1  Hits"  (45  min.)  2467   $19.98 

CONWAY  TWITTY  VIDEO  "King  of  Hits"  (45  min.)  2468  $19.98 

CONWAY  TWITTY  VIDEO  2-PAK  2677  SAVE!  BOTH  VIDEOS  FOR  $29.98 

PORTER  WAGONER  "Life  &  Legend"  (60  min.)  001  $29.98 

HANK  WILLIAMS,  SR.  'Tribute  by  Various  Artists"  (60  min.)  1 659  .$19.98 
SHEB  WOOLEY/BEN  COLDER  "Greatest  Video  Hits  34  $19.98 
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Vietnam 
divided  our 
nation  but 
the  Legion 
united  in 
support  of 
our  troops. 


lEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•Helped  win 
passage  of 
Vietnam  Era 
Gl  Bill. 

•Demanded  full 
accounting  of 
POW/IVIIAs. 

•  Launched  a 
major  jobs 
program  for 
veterans. 

•  Saved  1 5  VA 
domiciliaries 
and  regional 
offices. 

•  Persuaded  VA 
to  keep  at  least 
one  regional 
office  in  every 
state. 


THEY  were  outcasts.  Soldiers 
fighting  a  war  that  nobody  want- 
ed. Blamed  for  policies  they  did 
not  create."  That's  how  The  Viet- 
nam Experience  from  Time-Life  Books 
described  Vietnam  veterans.  And  that's 
how  many  Americans  treated  them.  But 
not  The  American  Legion. 

In  the  1960s,  it  was  Legion  parades 
that  welcomed  Vietnam  veterans  home. 
It  was  the  Legion  that  fought  for  their 
medical  care  and  for  the  Vietnam  Era  GI 
Bill.  And  it  was  Legionnaires  who 
brought  them  into  their  Posts  to  strength- 
en and  expand  the  organization. 

Sticking  to  its  founding  principles 
and  the  missions  spelled  out  in  its  Pre- 
amble, the  Legion  pursued  whatever 
policies  were  best  for  America's  veter- 
ans and  their  families.  It  did  everything 
in  its  power  to  truly  "make  right  the 
master  of  might." 

In  a  decade  remem- 
bered most  for  its 
unrest  and  uncertain- 
ties, the  Legion's  posi- 
tive contributions  to 
America  included: 

Standing  by  GIs. 
"Vietnam  veterans 
proved  themselves 
good  Americans  under 
enemy  fire,  as  well  as 
when  under  fire  from 
some  of  their  own 
countrymen,"  said 
National  Commander  John  E.  Davis,  a 
former  two-term  governor  of  North 
Dakota.  "No  generation  of  young  veter- 
ans ever  understood  the  nature  of  com- 
munism or  the  meaning  of  American- 


V 


BOYS  N 
TEACHES 
FUTURE 
LEADER 


68 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


SEPTEMBER  1994 


69 


ism  better  than  they  do." 

The  Legion  fought  against  the  anti- 
Vietnam  veteran  sentiments  that 
received  much  of  the  media's  atten- 
tion. Protesters  burning  the  American 
Flag  made  the  news  with  their  flair  for 
prime-time  drama.  The  American 
Legion,  however,  would  not  allow 
these  protests  to  define  our  nation's 
attitude  toward  Vietnam  veterans. 

Under  a  Legion  program  called 
Operation  Show  Your  Colors,  Posts 
rallied  behind  U.S.  troops  in  Vietnam 
and  for  those  who  returned  home  from 
the  fighting.  American  Flag  pins  were 


NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 

1960-61 

Mlliam  R.  Burke 
CALIFORNIA 

1961-62 

Charles  L.  Bacon 
MISSOURI 

1962-63 

James  E.  Powers 
GEORGIA 

1963-64 

Daniel  F.  Foley 
MINNESOTA 

1964-65  Donald  E.  Johnson 

IOWA 

1965-66 

L.  Eldon  James 
VIRGINIA 

1966-67 

John  E.  Davis 
NORTH  DAKOTA 

1967-68  miliamE.  Galbraith 

NEBRASKA 

1968-69 

William  C.  Doyle 
NEWJERSEY 

1969-70 

J.  MiUon  Patrick 
OKLAHOMA 

'f  ami 
,  wfm 

mm 


distributed  all  over  the  nation  by  the 
Legion's  National  Headquarters  in 
Indianapolis  with  cards  that  said: 
"Americans  are  serving  the  cause  of 
freedom  in  Viet  Nam.  I  wear  my 
country's  flag  to  show  that  I  support 
their  efforts." 

As  part  of  this  program,  Nassau 
County,  N.Y.  Legionnaires  led  and 
sponsored  a  214-hour-long  parade  with 
25,000  marchers  in  support  of  GIs  in 
Vietnam.  In  Secaucus,  N.J.,  a  bill- 
board on  Route  3  pro- 
claimed "To  Our  Guys  In 
Vietnam.  Give  'Em  Hell! 
We're  With  You  100%." 

But  the  Legion  knew 
words  of  encouragement 
would  only  go  so  far.  And 
so  the  national  organiza- 
tion focused  its  efforts  on 
POW/MIAs,  jobs,  education  and 
health  care. 

Supporting  POW/MIAs.  Legion- 
naires became  one  of  the  first  groups 
to  lobby  Congress  to  seek  a  full 
accounting  of  our  POW/MIAs  in 
Southeast  Asia. 

Commander's  Messages  in  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 
warned  that  America  was  not  doing 
everything  in  its  power  to  pressure 
Vietnam  on  the  POW/MIA  issue.  And 
they  asked  Legionnaires  to  call  and 
write  their  representatives  in  Congress 
on  behalf  of  our  missing.  And  they 
did. 

Families  of  GIs  listed  as  POW  or 
MIA  found  the  Legion  to  be  a  power- 
ful ally  in  pressuring  the  government. 
But  the  controversial  nature  of  the 


HOMEFRONT — Legionnaires  organized 
parades  supporting  American  troops 
serving  in  Vietnam. 

Vietnam  War  made  the  POW  issue  too 
tangled  for  the  nation's  largest  veter- 
ans organization  to  resolve. 

As  a  RAND  study  would  reveal  in 
1985,  the  U.S.  State  Department 
"became  concerned  that  the  POW 
issue  could  drag  the  [Vietnam]  war  on 
much  longer  than  militarily  necessary. 
Its  major  task  was  to  prevent 
the  POW  issue  from  being 
blown  out  of  proportion  and 
prolonging  the  conflict." 

In  other  words,  peace  at 
any  price.  America's  sad 
legacy   on  the  Vietnam 
POW/MIA  issue  remains 
even  in  the  1990s. 

Finding  jobs  for  veterans.  GIs  that 
returned  home  from  Vietnam  got 
immediate  job  assistance  from  the 
Legion.  In  fact,  the  Legion  was  the 
first  organization  to  initiate  a  jobs  pro- 
gram for  Vietnam  veterans  on  a 
national  scale. 

Under  the  Jobs  for  Veterans  pro- 
gram, the  Legion  held  job  fairs  that 
got  Vietnam  veterans  in  touch  with 
employers,  school  representatives  and 
community  leaders  who  could  help 
them  find  work.  Thousands  of  veter- 
ans found  work  through  the  program, 
and  it  was  eventually  adopted  by  the 
federal  government. 

In  the  1960s,  the  Legion  also  initi- 
ated the  Our  Kind  of  Guy  program, 
personally  contacting  thousands  of 
Please  turn  to  page  J 67 
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collector  quality,  acid-free  paper  to  give  lasting, 
vivid  color. 


The  Vietnam  Veterans  of  America  present  the 
inspirational  art  print  "Reflections" by  Lee  Teter 
which  gives  visual  definition  to  the  purpose  and 
meaning  that  "The  Wall"  has  for  Americans  - 
not  just  a  list  of  faceless  names,  but  a  place  to 
visit  and  remember  people  we  love,  who  fought 
for  each  other  and  America. 

This  Open  Edition  art  print  with  an  image 
size  of  26  "x  19",  is  printed  in  permanent  inks  on 
T-SHIRTS  AVAILABLE  ON  WHITE  $12.00  ea.  (M-XL)  $14.00  ea.  (XXL)  +  2.50  ea.  shipping 
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During  the 
Bicentennial,  the 
Legion  helped  mark 
200  years  of 
American  freedom 
and  world 
leadership. 


LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•  Preserved 
Veterans 
Preference. 

•  Saved  Senate 
Veterans 
Affairs 
Committee. 

•Fought  for 
Total  Force 
military. 

•Supported  U.S. 
POW/MIAs  and 
their  families. 

•Opposed 
pardon  of 
Vietnam  draft 
evaders. 

•Fought  against 
the  Panama 
Canal  Treaty. 


IN  THE  early  1970s,  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  predicted  the 
demise  of  The  American  Legion. 
Citing  an  aging  membership,  the 
Journal  said  the  Legion  would  slowly 
fade  away. 

It  never  happened.  The  Legion  rose 
to  every  challenge  of  the  decade.  It 
supported  our  troops  in  Vietnam  and 
when  they  returned  home.  It  helped 
America  deal  with  threats  ranging  from 
regional  wars  to  communism.  And 
when  there  was  a  need  to  set  America 
straight  in  the  turbulent  '70s,  The 
American  Legion  delivered. 

Among  Legion  achievements  that 
proved  The  Wall  Street  Journal  wrong 
were: 

Veterans  Preference.  Thanks  in 
large  part  to  an  all-out  lobbying  effort 
by  The  American  Legion,  President 
Jimmy  Carter's  civil 
service  reform  legisla- 
tion —  a  proposal  to 
dilute  preference  for 
veterans  in  federal  jobs 
—  was  rejected  by  the 
House  and  Senate. 

"We  are  grateful  to 
those  dedicated  con- 
gressmen who  defeated 
this  latest  attempt  to 
deprive  our  nation's 
veterans  of  the  slight 
advantage  provided  by 
the  Veterans  Prefer- 
ence Act  in  getting  and  retaining  feder- 
al jobs,"  said  National  Commander 
John  M.  (Jack)  Carey. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  also 
upheld  the  constitutionality  of  veterans 
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preference  laws  during  the  decade. 

Veterans  preference  began  with  the 
passage  of  the  Legion-supported  Veter- 
ans Preference  Act  in  1944  that  gave 
able-bodied  veterans  a  five-point  pref- 
erence on  federal  job  exams.  The  10- 
point  preference  for  disabled  veterans 
was  not  at  risk  in  Carter's  legislation. 

Senate  influence.  Veterans  stood  to 
lose  significant  leverage  within  the 
Senate  when  Sen.  Adlai  E.  Stevenson 
of  Illinois  submitted  a  proposal  to  rele- 
gate the  Senate  Committee  on  Veterans 
Affairs  to  subcommittee  status  under 
the  Human  Resources  Committee.  But 
the  Legion  wouldn't  allow  it. 


NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 


1970-71 

Alfred  P.  Chamie 

CALIFORNIA 

1971-72 

JohnH.  Geiger 

ILLINOIS 

1972-73 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

TEXAS 

1973-74 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 

MAEYLAND 

1974-75  James  M.  Wagonseller 

OHIO 

1975-76 

Harry  G.  Wiles 

KANSAS 

1976-77 

William  J.  Rogers 

MAINE 

1977-78  Robert  Charles  Smith 

LOUISIANA 

1978-79 

John  M.  Carey 

MICUICAN 

1979-80 

Frank  /.  Hamilton 

INDIANA 

Legion  National  Commander 
William  J.  Rogers  sent  telegrams  to  all 
members  of  the  Senate  Rules  and 
Administration  Committee  urging  them 
to  "retain  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs  in  its  present  form  and 
oppose  any  recommendations  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
Senate  recognition  and  identification  of 
veterans'  problems." 

When  veterans  needed  to  preserve 
their  voice  in  the  Senate,  the  Legion 
delivered. 

POWIMIAs.  Legion- 
naires at  the  Post  level 
sponsored  events  to  honor 
POW/MIAs  and  helped 
their  families  while  they 
too  were  held  hostage  to 
Vietnam.  Memorials  were 
dedicated,  money  was  raised  and 
National  Commanders  used  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  to 
inform  the  American  people  about  the 
issue. 

"Anything  and  everything  that 
keeps  concern  for  POWs  in  the  open 
and  amplifies  its  sound  is  all  to  the 
good,"  said  National  Commander 
Alfred  P.  Chamie.  "The  more  that  such 
protest  comes  from  below  the  federal 
government,  the  better." 

Total  Force.  One  of  the  lessons  of 
Vietnam  was  the  need  to  combine 
active  and  reserve  forces  in  order  to 
win  wars  with  minimum  casualties. 
Pushed  through  Congress  with  Legion 
leverage,  this  concept  became  known 
as  Total  Force  and  built  the  U.S. 
Armed  Forces  into  the  greatest  military 
force  ever  assembled. 


FUTURE — The  Legion  provided  college 
scholarships  to  thousands  of  young 
Americans  such  as  these  Arizona  youths. 

Selective  Service.  During  the  '70s, 
the  Legion  called  for  a  continuation  of 
an  active  peacetime  draft  and  con- 
demned President  Carter's  decision  to 
grant  amnesty  to  those  who  evaded  the 
Vietnam  War  by  dodging  the  draft. 

Before  Congress,  the  Legion  quoted 
George  Washington,  who  said  that 
every  American  "owes  to  our 
nation  not  only  a  portion  of 
his  property,  but  even  of  his 
own  personal  services  to  the 
defense  of  it." 

World  affairs.  Although 
the  Vietnam  War  dominated 
the  '70s  from  the  standpoint 
of  Legion  activities  on  the  homefront, 
other  world  hot  spots  received  atten- 
tion, including  the  Middle  East  and 
Panama.  Here  are  some  of  the  positions 
that  the  Legion  took  in  the  decade: 

•  Supported  Israel  against  Egypt  and 
Syria  in  ttie  Yom  Kippur  War. 

•  Opposed  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty 
which  gave  control  of  the  canal  back  to 
Panama. 

•  Supported  continued  U.S.  ties  with 
Taiwan  and  opposed  the  admittance  of 
communist  China  to  the  UN. 

•  Criticized  the  UN  for  relying  on 
U.S.  money  to  carry  out  agendas  favor- 
able to  the  Soviet  Union  and  China. 

•  Backed  the  development  of  the  M- 
X  missile  and  urged  for  a  deterrent 
force  of  U.S.  nuclear  weapons  to 
counter  the  Soviet  threat. 

Please  turn  to  page  168 
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Seat  belts 
can  be  a  pain 
in  the  neck! 


•  Adjusts  shoulder 
strap  off  your  neck 

•  Maintains  shoulder 
restraint  tension 

•  Easy  to  use 

Comfort  Ride  Seat  Belt  Adjusters  reroute 
shoulder  belt  away  from  neck  and  face  with 
no  loss  of  safety!  Makes  any  standard  three- 
point  seat  belt  safer  because  it  fits  you  better. 
And,  since  it  is  more  comfortable,  you  won't 
mind  wearing  it.  Ideal  for  small  adults  and 
children.  Just  clip  it  onto  your  seat  belt  and 
enjoy  a  safer,  more  comfortable  ride!  Full 
one  year  money-back  guarantee  excluding 
shipping  and  handling.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks 
for  shipment. 

SORRY — at  this  low  price  we  reserve  the 
right  to  limit  5  sets  per  address.  Hurry! 


MAIL  NOW  FOR  AMAZING  LOW  PRICE 
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Total  enclosed  $  .  Make  check  to  RBM  Ltd. 

Or  charge  □  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 


Card# 


Exp.  Date  (Mo.)  (Yr.)  
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City/State/Zip  (R68400-01 ) 
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LEGION  ACHIEVEMENTS 


•  Proved  Agent 
Orange  caused 
illnesses. 

•  Elevated  VA  to 
cabinet  level. 

•Donated  $1.2 
million  to  build 
The  Wall. 

•  Pressed 
Congress  on 
POW/MIA 
issue. 

•  Saved  VA  Vet 
Centers. 

•Stopped  tax 
on  veterans 
benefits. 

•Helped 

disaster 
victims. 


N  THE  1980s,  technology  took  off 
in  high  gear  and  never  looked 
back.  The  decade  saw  such  inno- 
vations as  stealth  fighter  planes, 
artificial  hearts,  personal  computers 
and  digital  recordings.  But  for  Ameri- 
ca's veterans,  it  was  not  technology 
that  motivated  the  federal  government 
and  Congress  to  act  on  their  behalf.  As 
Pope  John  Paul  II  so  aptly  put  it, 
"Technology  increases  what  we  can 
do,  but  it  cannot  teach  us  the  right 
thing  to  do." 

It  was  up  to  The  American  Legion 
again  to  become  the  great  teacher  and 
get  America  to  do  the  right  thing  for  its 
veterans. 

Legion  lobbying  during  the  '80s 
was  instrumental  in  gaining  a  cabinet 
seat  for  veterans,  as  the  Veterans 
Administration  became  the  Department 

of  Veterans  Affairs   

(VA).  "Elevating  VA 
to  cabinet  level  merely 
confirms  what  the 
Legion  has  been  saying 
since  its  founding: 
America's  veterans  are 
important,"  said  Na- 
tional Adjutant  Robert 
W.  Spanogle. 

Noteworthy  Legion 
efforts  during  the 
decade  included: 

The  Wall.  Honor 
and  respect  were 
returned  to  Vietnam  veterans  with  the 
construction  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  in  the  nation's  capitol.  Final- 
ly, America  was  able  to  say  thank  you 
to  the  GIs  who  fought  for  our  country 


MAKING 
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1980 


but  came  home  to  find  they  were  as 
unpopular  and  scorned  as  the  war  they 
fought  in.  The  Legion  was  the  single 
largest  donor  to  the  memorial  with  con- 
tributions exceeding  $1.2  million. 

PTSDI Agent  Orange.  The  Legion's 
role  in  honoring  Vietnam  veterans  with 
The  Wall  was  only  a  beginning.  When 
VA  proposed  to  close  Vet  Centers,  the 
Legion  successfully  lobbied  to  save  the 
treatment  facilities  for  Vietnam  veter- 
ans suffering  with  Post  Traumatic 
Stress  Disorder  (PTSD). 

Agent  Orange  victims  also  gained  a 
powerful  ally  when  The  American 
Legion  rallied  to  their  cause.  Since  the 
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TEXAS 
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WEST  VIR(;iNIA 

U.S.  government  would  not  address  the 
Agent  Orange  health  problems  afflict- 
ing Vietnam  veterans,  the  Legion  con- 
ducted and  completed  studies  with 
Columbia  University  that  showed  a 
demonstrable  link  between  the  defo- 
liant and  diseases,  hi  the  courtroom  and 
the  laboratory,  the  Legion  attacked  the 
government's  mishandling  of  the  issue 
and  led  the  fight  for  Agent  Orange  ben- 
efits. 

Benefit  claims.  The  Legion  was  one 
of  the  driving  forces 
behind  the  fight  to  create 
The  U.S.  Court  of  Veterans 
Appeals  (CVA),  an  inde- 
pendent forum  for  deciding 
questions  of  law  on  veter- 
ans'  claims  relating  to 
Agent  Orange,  PTSD  and 
other  issues.  CVA  was  a  welcomed 
addition  to  the  claims  process  because 
veterans  needed  an  appeals  court 
avenue  outside  of  VA,  where  regula- 
tions and  rules  were  being  interpreted 
inconsistently  and  incorrectly,  resulting 
in  unfavorable  decisions  against  veter- 
ans. 

During  the  '80s,  the  Legion  also  had 
to  repeatedly  fight  off  attempts  by 
some  in  Congress  who  wanted  to  tax 
veterans  benefits. 

All  of  the  Legion's  lobbying  efforts 
on  behalf  of  veterans  were  given  a 
boost  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in 
1983,  when  it  overturned  a  previous 
ruling  by  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals, 
District  of  Columbia,  that  "veterans 
groups  were  not  entitled  to  special  tax- 
exempt  status  while  other  charitable 
organizations  that  engage  in  lobbying 


FREEDOM— Afaf'/.  Cmdr.  Bacon  meets  a 
member  of  El  Salvador's  military  during  a 
1984  visit  to  Central  America  to  promote 
democratic  reform. 

are  denied  such  an  advantage." 

Said  Justice  William  H.  Rehnquist: 
"It  is... not  irrational  for  Congress  to 
decide  that,  even  though  it  will  not  sub- 
sidize substantial  lobbying  by  charities 
generally,  it  will  subsidize  lobbying  by 
veterans  organizations. 

"Veterans  have  'been  obliged  to 
drop  their  own  affairs  and  take 
up  the  burdens  of  the  nation, 
subjecting  themselves  to  the 
mental  and  physical  hazards 
as  well  as  economic  and  fami- 
ly detriments  which  are  pecu- 
liar to  military  service  and 
which  do  not  exist  in  normal 
civil  life.' 

"Our  country  has  a  long  standing 
policy  of  compensating  veterans  for 
their  past  contributions  by  providing 
them  with  numerous  advantages.  This 
policy  has  'always  been  deemed  to  be 
legitimate.'" 

Jobs.  Not  only  did  the  Legion  lead 
the  way  in  helping  veterans  with  claims 
before  VA,  but  it  also  was  on  the  front 
lines  fighting  for  jobs  for  veterans.  The 
Legion  helped  establish  the  position  of 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veter- 
ans Employment  and  Training  and  suc- 
ceeded in  having  legislation  passed  to 
provide  more  training  assistance  for 
veterans.  At  the  grassroots  level,  the 
Legion's  network  of  more  than  15,000 
Posts  found  thousands  of  jobs  for  vet- 
erans. 

Please  turn  to  page  168 
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Victory  Through  Air  Power . . . 
6  Volumes  Of  Awesome  Combat  Footage! 


...The  compelling  story  of  America's 
fighter  aces  and  their  gut-wrenching 
battles  through  four  wars...  superbly 
captured  on  dramatic  authentic  origi- 
nal air-to-air  and  air-to-ground  combat 
film...  now  available  on  video  tape  for 
the  first  time  ever  in  a  special 
collector's  edition! 


A  Chronicle  Of  Courage 


From  World  War  I ...  World  War  II ...  Korea ... 
Vietnam  ...  War  Birds  Of  World  War  II ...  Chopper 
Fury ...  The  Fighter  Aces ...  The  Jet  Wars  ...  The 
Flying  Marines  ...  Target  Air  Strikes  ...  Featuring 
The  Greatest  Aces  And  Daredeyil  Pilots  In  The 
Most  Thrilling  Dogfights  And  Combat  Raids 
Eyer  Filmed! 


Volumes  Of  Actual 
Combat  Footage ... 


Climb  aboard  for  the  ride  of  your  life  and  relive  the  action  with 
the  men  who  flew  some  of  the  most  fearsome  fighter  planes 
ever.  Swing  down  at  400  miles  per  hour,  machine  guns  blazing 
at  over  200  rounds  per  minute.  You're  right  there  in  the  cockpit 
in  the  dogfight  of  your  life  ...  in  World  War  I's  famous  Sopwith  Camel 
...  the  P-40  Warhawk  ...  RAF  Spitfire  ...  F-86  Sabre  ...  AH-1  Cobra 
Attack  Chopper ...  the  front-line  warplanes  and  the  men  who  piloted  them  to  victory  in  a 
"battlefield"  where  there  were  no  points  for  second  place.  You'll  see  F-86  Sabres  in  head 
to  head  combat  with  the  MIG-15  ...  dive  bombers  in  the  Battle  Of  Midway  sinking  four 
Japanese  carriers  . . .  magnificent  close  air  support  of  the  Marines  at  Guadalcanal . . .  F-1 05 
Thunderbirds  in  their  bombing  runs  over  North  Vietnam  dodging  surface-to-air  missiles 
and  anti-aircraft  fire  all  the  way  ...  AH-1  Cobras  loaded  with  machine  guns,  cannon, 
grenade  launchers  pouring  it  on  enemy  positions.  This  incredible  color  and  black  & 
white  combat  footage  collection  takes  you  as  close  as  you  can  get  to  the  action  with  spe- 
cial narration  by  the  pilots  who  were  there.  This  dramatic  series  was  previously  available 
on  six  videos  for  up  to  $89.95.  Now  for  the  first  time  ever  the  original  uncut  version  is  avail- 
able in  a  giant  2-volume  collection.  You  can  own  it  at  our  give-away  price  of  only  $19.98 
for  each  volume  or  buy  both  volumes  for  only  $29.98.  This  authentic  collection  is  a  mag- 
nificent tribute  to  all  the  brave  pilots  and  airmen  who  served  their  country  so  gallantly  and 
is  not  available  in  any  store  at  this  low  price. 


GREAT  AIR  BATTLES  ■ 

COLLECTION  #1 

Warbirds  Of  World  War  II 
Chopper  Fury 
The  Fighter  Aces 

COLLECTION  #2 

The  Jet  Wars 
The  Flying  Marines 
Target  Air  Strikes 

THIS  OFFER  MAY  NOT  BE  REPEATED 

Hurry,  order  now  to  get  prompt  delivery  of  our  first  edition  run.  All 
videos  are  produced  on  state-of-the-art  equipment  and  the 
quality  of  these  authentic  documentaries  is  excellent.  You  must 
be  thrilled  and  delighted  with  these  historic  collections  or  return 
the  tapes  for  a  full  refund  of  purchase  price  (less  P&H). 

COLLECTOR'S  EDITION  -  r 

JOT  AVAILABLE  IN  STORES 

..MAIL  NO-RISK  COUPON  TODAY.. 


I     "  ■         ■  1 

VIDEO  BARGAINS,  Dept.  AB-26 
One  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwalk,  CT  06851 

Please  rush  me  those  Great  Air  Battles  on  Video  Tape  I  have  checked  below 
on  your  full  money  back  guarantee  If  not  delighted. 

□  COLLECTION  #1  -  3  Original  Uncut  Volumes  of  Authentic  Footage  only  $19.98 

□  COLLECTION  #2  -  3  Original  Uncut  Volumes  of  Auttientic  Footage  only  $19.98 

□  SAVE  BIG!  Buy  COLLECTIONS  #1  &  #2  for  only  $29.98. 


Add  only  $5  P&H  no  matter  how  many  collections  you  order. 


Enclosed  is  $  CT  Residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

CHARGE  IT:  □  VISA    □  MasterCard 

Acct.  #   Exp.  Date_ 

Name  

Address  

City  


State 


-Zip 


SEVENTY-  FIVE    YEARS    EOR    GOD    AND  COUNTRY 


Leadership,  focus 
and  vision— 
that's  what  The 
American  Legion 
gives  the 
post-Cold  War 
world. 


Welcomed  new 
members  from 
Lebanon, 
Grenada, 
Panama  and 
Gulf  War. 

Legion  health- 
care ideas 
included  in 
President's 
plan. 

Fought  to  keep 
U.S.  military 
strong. 

Developed  plan 
to  protect  GIs 
in  future  wars. 

Continued  fight 
for  Agent 
Orange  victims. 


"N  A  DECADE  marked  by  infusion, 
illusion  and  confusion,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  was  a  constant  in  a 
.world  searching  for  leadership. 
Infusion.  Congress  made  more  than 
two  million  veterans  of  Lebanon, 
Grenada,  Panama  and  the  Gulf  War  the 
first  Legion-eligible  GIs  since  the  Viet- 
nam War.  And  the  Legion  welcomed 
this  infusion  of  young  men  and  women 
into  the  ranks. 

Many  GIs  were  introduced  to  the 
organization  when  President  George 
Bush  asked  National  Commander 
Robert  S.  Turner  to  go  to  the  Persian 
Gulf  to  review  troop  morale.  In  addi- 
tion, THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGA- 
ZINE was  shipped  to  U.S.  troops 
monthly  during  the  Gulf  War. 

"The  Legion  was  the  only  veterans 
organization  to  travel  on  an  official  trip 
to  see  U.S.  troops  and 
assess  their  morale," 
says  PNC  Turner.  "We 
reported  to  President 
Bush  that  America's 
troops  were  motivated 
and  ready  to  do  the  job 
—  contrary  to  what 
some  newspapers  were 
reporting." 

A  groundswell  of 
"mutual  helpfulness" 
from  Posts  across  the 
country  also  introduced 
many  American  fami- 
lies to  The  American  Legion  through 
the  Legion's  Family  Support  Network 
(FSN).  It  provided  whatever  families 
needed  during  the  Gulf  War:  money, 
volunteers  to  make  home  repairs,  or 
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just  someone  to  talk  to. 

For  example,  a  young  mother  in 
Wiconisco,  Pa.,  found  her  bills  piling 
up  as  her  reservist  husband's  GI  pay 
was  much  less  than  his  civilian  salary. 
Through  FSN,  Pennsylvania  Legion- 
naires helped  her  with  heating  bills, 
groceries  and  some  needed  emotional 
support. 

While  the  Gulf  War  signaled  an 
infusion  of  new  Legion  members,  it 
was  also  the  beginning  of  a  massive 
military  drawdown  which  forced  many 
military  men  and  women  to  switch 
from  hunting  Iraqis  to  hunting  civilian 
jobs. 

With  more  than  500,000  troops 
being  cut  from  the  service  by  1995,  the 
Legion  launched  a  program,  in  cooper- 
ation with  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
the  Laborers'  International  Union  of 
North  America,  to  train  recently  dis- 
charged veterans  for  construction  and 
waste  management  jobs.  Many  veter- 
ans are  finding  work  through  this  pro- 
gram. 

For  Gulf  War  veterans  who  want  to 
attend  school,  the  Legion  has  spear- 
headed a  campaign  for  a  new  GI  Bill, 
one  which  would  cover  the  majority  of 
their  tuition  costs.  This  fight  continues. 

Illusion.  Many  in  Congress  voted  to 
move  closer  to  official  ties  with  Viet- 
nam based  on  the  illusion  that  Hanoi  is 
being  cooperative  on  the  POW/MIA 
issue.  The  American  Legion  spoke  out 
against  rewarding  Vietnam. 

And  when  President  Clinton  lifted 
the  U.S.  economic  embargo  on  Viet- 
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nam,  the  Legion  stood  with  many 
POW/MIA  families  and  labeled  the 
action  a  "betrayal"  of  our  missing. 

The  Legion  testified  about  the  lack 
of  effort  to  account  for  our  POW/MIAs 
and  proposed  a  nine-point  plan  to  better 
protect  U.S.  troops  in  future  wars.  The 
Legion's  plan  won  a  national  award 
and  was  endorsed  by  a  former  com- 
mander of  Delta  Force,  America's  elite 
anti-terrorist,  hostage-rescue  team. 

Another  illusion  found  roots  in  the 
public  perception  that 
Agent  Orange  is  a  dead 
issue.  The  case  against  the 
toxic  Vietnam  War  defo- 
liant is  still  being  fought  by 
the  Legion  and  will  not  be 
dropped  until  all  victims 
are  compensated.  One  vic- 
tory was  a  National  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences report  that  linked  three  new  dis- 
eases to  Agent  Orange.  One  step 
closer. . . 

Another  issue  given  the  illusion  of 
unimportance  by  the  media,  protecting 
the  U.S.  Flag,  is  at  the  top  of  the 
Legion  agenda.  With  most  state  legisla- 
tures on  record  as  agreeing  with  the 
Legion  that  our  flag  must  be  protected, 
the  Legion  is  leading  a  campaign  to 
amend  the  U.S.  Constitution  to  allow 
Congress  and  the  states  to  enact  laws  to 
defend  the  U.S.  Flag  from  physical 
desecration.  Victory  will  be  no  illusion. 

Confusion.  President  Clinton's 
attempt  to  allow  homosexuals  into  the 
military  was  staunchly  opposed  by  the 
Legion,  and  this  opposition  helped 
hmit  the  scope  of  a  compromise.  Open 
homosexuality  remains  prohibited  in 


MORALE— Sgf.  Michael  Harger,  82nd  Air- 
borne Div.,  receives  a  Legion  care  pack- 
age during  the  Gulf  War  from  Nat'l 
Cmdr.  Robert  S.  Turner  (center)  and 
Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco,  who  iater  suc- 
ceeded Turner. 


the  U.S.  military  thanks  —  at  least  in 
part  —  to  Legion  involvement. 

The  Legion  also  cautioned  Congress 
and  the  nation  that  a  strong  America 
needs  a  strong  military,  even  in  the 
post-Cold  War  world.  Confu- 
sion about  the  U.S.  military's 
role  in  future  conflicts  was 
eliminated  by  the  Legion's 
continued  insistence  on  the 
United  States  having  a  strong 
Armed  Forces  to  prevent 
man-made  military  disasters. 
Legionnaires  also  helped  the  nation 
prepare  for  and  deal  with  natural  disas- 
ters. Through  the  National  Emergency 
Fund  (NEF),  the  Legion  helped  mem- 
bers and  Posts  rebuild  from  floods,  hur- 
ricanes and  earthquakes.  Over  $1  mil- 
lion in  short-term  grants  has  been  used 
to  help  Legionnaires  and  their  families 
put  their  lives  back  together. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  mark  of  The 
American  Legion  in  the  1990s  is  An 
American  Legion  Proposal  To  Improve 
Veterans  Health  Care,  the  Legion's 
plan  to  reform  the  veterans'  health-care 
system.  Its  wisdom  has  been  recog- 
nized by  President  Clinton's  health- 
reform  task  force,  and  many  of  the 
Legion's  recommendations  are  part  of 
the  Clinton  plan. 

They  include:  allowing  VA  to 
Please  turn  to  page  169 
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New  Membership  Benefit 

10.25%  ANNUITY 


For  Legionnaires  And  Their  Familie 


THE  NATIONAL  Executive  Committee  of 
The  American  Legion  has  approved  a  new 
membership  benefit  for  Legionnaires:  a  tax- 
deferred  annuity  with  a  first-year  10.25*  per- 
cent interest  rate. 

This  offer  is  only  available  to  members  of  The 
American  Legion  and  their  families  through  Jack- 
son National  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Lansing, 
Mich. 

"This  annuity  provides  you  with  a  competitive 
interest  rate,  a  tax-deferred  way  to  save  money,  and 
it  also  contributes  to  Legion  programs  at  the  same 
time,"  says  National  Commander  Bruce  Thiesen. 

For  the  first  12  months,  the  annuity  pays  10.25 
percent,  and  although  rates  will  fluctuate  after  that, 
the  interest  rate  will  never  be  less  than  3  percent. 
There  are  no  front-end  or  annual  policy  fees,  sales 
charges  or  maintenance  fees. 

To  enroll  in  the  annuity,  a  minimum  single  con- 
tribution of  $5,000  is  required,  says  the  Legion's 
insurance  representative,  Jimmy  A.  Luther,  CLU, 
President  and  CEO  of  Tim-Cor  Financial  Corpora- 
tion. "Tax-deferred  annuities  are  the  most  efficient 
way  to  accumulate  income  with  the  most  flexible 
option  for  distribution  of  income  at  a  future  date," 
he  says. 

Luther  adds  that  this  annuity  allows  you  to  take 
up  to  10  percent  of  its  value  out  in  any  12-month 
period  without  a  surrender  charge.  For  larger  with- 
drawals, this  surrender  charge  decreases  each  year 
until  it  disappears  after  nine  years.  If  you  are  under 
59  V2,  you  may  be  subject  to  a  10  percent  IRS  tax 
penalty  on  withdrawals. 

This  annuity  is  currently  available  in  all  states 
except  New  York  and  Maine. 

Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Company  has 
been  in  business  for  33  years  and  has  nearly  $20  bil- 
lion in  assets.  Its  parent  company.  Prudential  Cor- 
poration PLC  of  Great  Britain,  is  one  of  the  world's 
largest  insurance  organizations  with  over  $93  bil- 
lion in  assets.  Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany is  highly  rated  by  A.M.  Best,  Standard  and 
Poors  and  Moody's,  all  independent  authorities  on 

*  Subject  to  change 


HIGH  MARKS  FOR 
PERFORMANCE 

INDUSTRY  analyst  A.M.  Best  studied  the 
actual  five-year  accumulation  values  of  the 
single  premium  annuity  plans  of  some  lead- 
ing annuity  companies  Jackson  National  Life 
Insurance  Company  came  out  on  top. 


COMPANY 


FIVE-YEAR  ACCUMULATION 
VALUES  SPDA* 


Jackson  National  Life 

Allstate 
IDS  Life 

Lincoln  National 

SAFECO 

Travelers 

Report  Average  (Median) 


$15,331 

$14,808 
$14,325 
$14,653 
$15,157 
$14,724 
$14,687 


*  Accumulation  value,  as  of  Dec.  31,  1992, 
of  a  $10,000  premium  paid  January  1,  1988. 

Source;  Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Company/SesCs  fteview,  NovemtKr  1993. 


the  insurance  industry. 

"I  hope  you  will  take  the  opportunity  to  consider 
this  annuity  as  you  assess  your  own  personal  finan- 
cial planning  needs,"  National  Commander 
Thiesen  says.  "We  hope  this  program  will  become 
another  reason  Legion  membership  is  so  valuable." 

A  competitive  interest  rate.  A  tax-deferred  way 
to  save  money.  And  a  way  to  contribute  to  Legion 
programs.  This  annuity  is  all  of  these  things. 

To  participate  in  the  program,  please  fill  out  the 
coupon  on  the  accompanying  page  or  write:  Jack- 
son National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Dept.  ALA, 
5901  Executive  Drive,  P.O.  Box  24068,  Lansing,  MI 
48909-4068. 


Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Companies 

Jackson  National  life  Insurance  Company 
Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Michigan 

Wntlly  Ihm'il  SiihslitUirU'\  ii/  I'm/oiilUil  OirjmmlUiil  pk  Lwiiloii.  Eiliilwid 
11(11111'  (iriKi's  LmslnK.  Mli'lilj>;in 


Current  rate 

(as  of  7/11/94,  subject  to  change) 

A  bonus  interest  rate, 
guaranteed  for  one  full  year! 

Expected  renewal  (if  renewed  today):  6.1%. 

The  American  Legion  Annuity  is  offered  by 
Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Home 
Office:  Lansing,  Michigan.  Jackson  National 
is  known  throughout  the  country  as  one  of  the 
top  producers  of  individual  fixed  annuities. 


DIAMOND  JUBILEE 


Just  complete  and  send  the  coupon  below.  You 
can  find  out  more  about  how  The  American 
Legion  Annuity  can  help  provide  lasting  financial 
security  to  you  and  your  family  for  years  to  come. 


El 


I'm  interested! 


Please  provide  me 
with  more  information 
about  The  American 
Legion  Annuity.  I  understand  there  is 
no  cost  or  obligation. 

Hurry! 

Rates  are  subject  to  change  at  any  time. 

In  Michigan,  offered  by  Jackson  National 
Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Michigan,  Home 
Office:  Lansing,  Michigan. 


The  American 
Legion  Annuity 


issued  by  Jackson  National  Life 


A  SINGLE  PREMIUM  DEFERRED  FIXED  ANNUITY 

Designed  especially  for  Legion  members  and  their 
families  —  for  long-term  retirement  plans  or  other 
financial  goals 


Tax  deferral 

You  pay  no  income  tax  on  accumulating  interest  until  you  withdraw  it  from  the  policy! 

Safely 

Safety  of  principal  with  a  guaranteed  floor  interest  rate  of  3%.  The  American  Legion 
Annuity  is  guaranteed  to  grow  regardless  of  adverse  changes  in  the  stock  or  bond 
markets. 

Liquidity 

You  can  take  up  to  10%  withdrawals  every  year  without  a  surrender  charge. 
Withdrawals  may  have  tax  penalties;  consult  your  tax  advisor  for  details. 

No  loads 

Free  from  front-end  or  annual  fees,  loads  and  sales  charges.  Your  money  goes  to 
work  for  you  right  away. 

Current  interest  rate  includes  a  base  rate  and  a  first-year  bonus  which  are  guar- 
anteed for  the  first  policy  year.  Renewal  rate  will  probably  be  less.  Policy  form  no. 
B404.  Surrender  charges:  9%  first  year,  8%  second  year,  7%  third  year,  6%  fourth 
year,  5%  fifth  year,  4%  sixth  year,  3%  seventh  year,  2%  eighth  year,  1%  ninth  year 
and  none  thereafter.  Minimum  premium  $5,000. 

At  maturity,  many  income  options  are  available.  Not  available  in  New  York  or  Maine. 


Copy  or  clip  this  coupon.  Fill  it  out  and  send  it  to: 

American  Legion  Annuity 
Jackson  National  Life,  Dept.  ALA 
P.O.  Box  24068 
Lansing,  Michigan  48909-4068 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


ZIP 


Phone 


Date  of  Birth 


Best  Time 
to  Call 


□  a.m. 

□  p.m. 


FIGHTING 

FOR  VEIERANS 


The  American 
Legion  lios 
aiwoys  been  in 
file  veterans' 
corner  — 
lieiping  to  found 
VA;  pushing  the 
Gl  Biii  through 
Congress;  and 
urging  treatment 
of  Gis  exposed  to 
Agent  Orange. 


By  Ken  Scharnberg 


T 


HE  INK  on  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  charter  was 
barely  dry  when  the 
Legion  launched  its  first 
salvo  at  Congress  on  be- 
half of  veterans. 

A  month  after  the 
Legion's  first  National 
Convention  in  1919,  De- 
partment commanders  attending  a 
conference  in  Washington  were  invit- 
ed to  a  dinner  at  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives' restaurant. 

At  that  time,  Congress  was  drag- 
ging its  feet  in  resolving  the  problems 
of  wounded  World  War  1  veterans.  In 
hopes  of  getting  the  congressmen's 
attention.  Legion  delegates  invited 

Ken  Scharnberg  is  an  Assistant 
Editor  of  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MAGAZINE. 


JOBS  for  FIGHTERS 


WORKING— >\fter  World  War  I,  many 
Legion  Posts  formed  employment 
committees  to  find  work  for  veterans. 


several  disabled  veterans  from  nearby 
Walter  Reed  Army  Hospital  to  attend. 
Lawmakers  at  the  dinner  were  visibly 
shaken  when  they  saw  how  the  war 
had  so  physically  changed  the  GIs. 

A  few  days  later.  Congress  passed 
a  bill  raising  total  disability  from  $30 
to  $80  a  month,  giving  the  Legion  the 
first  of  many  victories  it  would 
achieve  for  veterans  over  the  next  75 
years. 

Like  Congress,  many  Americans  in 
the  early  1920s  didn't  want  to  be 
reminded  of  the  human  sufferings  of 
war.  The  result  was  that  the  few  hospi- 
tals available  for  veterans  were  usually 
temporary  wooden  barracks  that  were 
crumbling  with  age  and  neglect.  Nor 


INFLUENCING 

The  Legion  has 
access  to  VA's  too 


was  there  one  government  agency 
specifically  assigned  to  handle  veter- 
ans' welfare. 

The  Public  Health  System,  for 
example,  was  responsible  for  supply- 
ing physicals  for  veterans  filing 
claims  and  for  treating  the  wounded 
and  injured.  The  rehabilitation  divi- 
sion of  the  Federal  Board  of  Vocation- 
al Education  was  responsible  for  sup- 
plying training  and  employment  help 
for  the  injured  veterans.  The  Bureau 
of  War  Risk  Insurance,  originally 
established  to  handle  claims  for  sunk 
ships  and  lost  cargoes,  was  given  the 
responsibility  of  collecting  the  premi- 
ums and  administering  claims  for 
injured  veterans. 

None  of  these  government  agencies 
was  prepared  for  the  huge  flow  of  vet- 
erans coming  home,  resulting  in  much 
interagency  buck-passing.  As  a  result, 
claims  languished  for  months. 

The  Legion  sought  legislation  that 
would  give  disabled  veterans  some 
relief.  In  July  1921,  the  Sweet  Bill  was 
signed  into  law.  It  established  the  Vet- 
erans Bureau  by  incorporating  the 
three  government  agencies.  Even  this 
was  not  a  total  victory,  since  the 
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HEALING— The 

Legion  made  the 
country  pay 
attention  to  the 
suffering  of  WWI 
veterans,  above, 
right. 

FEEDING— 

During  the 
Depression, 
many  Post- 
sponsored  soup 
l<itchens,  left, 
fed  veterans. 


Bureau  of  Pensions  and  the  Bureau  of 
National  Homes  for  Disabled  Volun- 
teer Soldiers  was  still  involved  with 
veterans. 

In  those  days,  Legionnaires  were 
often  impatient  with  a  nation  that 
seemed  to  forget  what  it  owed  veter- 
ans. They  were  fiercely  defensive  of 
American  ideals  and  their  pledge  to 
care  for  disabled  veterans,  their  wid- 


ows and  children.  And  they  were  less 
than  tolerant  of  anti-veteran  sentiment. 
Sometimes,  things  got  out  of  hand, 
like  the  time  an  editor  in  Carpenteria, 
Calif.,  wrote  a  column  disparaging 
veterans.  He  wound  up  being  horse- 
whipped by  a  five-man  delegation 
from  a  nearby  Post.  Though  the  Post 
officers  maintained  that  all  they  had 
intended  was  for  the  delegation  to 


speak  with  the  newsman,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  wanted  no  part  of  the  law- 
less image.  The  Post's  charter  was 
cancelled. 

The  incident  illustrated  a  stigma 
veterans  had  to  overcome.  Jaundiced 
Americans  viewed  World  War  I  as  lit- 
tle more  than  an  excuse  to  visit  France 
at  government  expense.  Veterans  were 
seen  as  paid  sightseers.  The  veterans, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  resentful  that 
while  they  were  away  fighting,  some 
of  their  neighbors  had  profited  greatly 
from  the  war.  And  they  had  the  jobs, 
while  there  were  none  for  returning 
veterans. 

"I  have  never  been  able  to  feel  any 
patience  with  a  system  or  policy 
which  permits  men  to  stop  bullets  with 
their  bodies  at  a  dollar  a  day  [as  oth- 
ers] make  bullets  with  their  hands  for 
$8,  $10,  or  $12  a  day,"  was  how 
Michigan  Rep.  Joseph  W.  Fordney 
described  the  inequities  faced  by  vet- 
erans seeking  work. 

Many  Posts  formed  employment 
committees  and  tried  to  find  work  for 
local  veterans.  At  the  national  level, 
the  Legion  joined  forces  with  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  the  Veterans 
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Bureau  in  an  effort  to  clean  up  the 
claims  mess. 

Word  spread  of  the  good  work  tak- 
ing place  in  this  "Legion  outfit"  and 
by  the  end  of  1921  the  Legion  had 
brought  800,000  WWI  veterans  into 
its  fold.  Posts  became  the  hubs  of 
community  activities,  ranging  from 
employment  help  for  veterans  to  rally- 
ing centers  for  patriotic  activities.  The 
early  issues  of  THE  AMERICAN 

Legion  Weekly  and  its  successor, 
The  American  Legion  Magazine, 
recorded  hundreds  of  stories  of  Posts 
helping  their  less  fortunate  comrades 
with  everything  from  shelter  to  loans. 
But  progress  was  slow.  By  late 


1929,  more  than  14,000  war-disabled 
veterans  —  primarily  victims  of  tuber- 
culosis (TB)  and  mental  illness  — 
were  awaiting  treatment  at  one  hospi- 
tal alone.  Conditions  were  similar  at 
the  53  other  veterans  hospitals.  Some 
veterans  were  stored  in  jails,  "poor 
houses"  and  charitable  institutions. 

Tens  of  thousands  had  contracted 
TB  while  serving  overseas.  The  cure 
was  to  move  to  the  desert,  where  vic- 
tims were  relegated  to  TB  "colonies," 
usually  far  from  any  city  or  town. 

Where  the  veterans  went,  the 
Legion  followed.  Posts  sprang  up 
within  the  colonies.  In  one  case,  a 
Legion  Post  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  rented 
an  airplane  and  seeded  the  area  around 
a  TB  Post  with  wildflower  seeds,  cre- 
ating a  garden  in  the  California  desert. 
A  number  of  Posts  and  Departments 
built  convalescent  camps  where  bat- 
tered, war-weary  veterans  could  recu- 
perate. 

But  ominous  clouds  were  forming 


over  the  country's  economy  by 
December  1929.  Urging  his  member- 
ship to  pay  their  dues  immediately, 
the  Commander  of  the  S.  Rankin 
Drew  Post  in  New  York  told  his  mem- 
bers, "I  have  just  received  word  from 
the  treasurer  that  the  Post  account  was 
kept  in  the  Clarke  Brothers  Bank, 
which  recently  failed.  We  are  there- 
fore, very  much  out  of  luck." 

Out  of  luck  described  a  huge  num- 
ber of  Americans  as  the  Great  Depres- 
sion settled  in.  Post-sponsored  soup 
kitchens  began  to  appear  as  concerned 
Legionnaires  looked  after  veteran  and 
non-veteran  alike.  Opening  a  twice-a- 
week  kitchen  in  Pleasantville,  N.  J.,  in 
December  1929,  Post  81  served 
14,000  meals  in  less  than  15  months. 
In  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Legion  Posts  con- 
tributed food,  clothing  and  fuel  to 
more  than  12,000  people  in  1929. 

Across  the  country,  unemploy- 
ment, hunger  and  lack  of  adequate 
clothing  existed  in  thousands  of  com- 
munities. By  May  1930,  the  Legion 
had  signed  an  agreement  with  the 
Department  of  Labor  allowing  Posts 
to  screen  veterans  for  job  placement. 

Alliances  were  forged  with  com- 
munity organizations  such  as  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  If  a  job  was 
available,  the  Legion  would  know 
about  it.  If  a  family  needed  food,  the 
Legion  was  there.  If  a  household  had 
no  fuel,  the  Post  saw  that  coal,  wood 
or  oil  was  supplied. 

The  Great  Depression  proved  con- 
clusively that  not  only  was  the  Post 
the  heart  of  The  American  Legion,  but 
in  many  cases  it  was  also  the  soul  of 
its  community.  More  than  just  veter- 
ans helping  veterans,  America  learned 
that  the  Legion  was  Americans  help- 
ing their  neighbors. 

But  within  a  decade.  World  War  II 
would  force  16  million  American  men 
and  women  to  answer  their  country's 
call.  When  they  eventually  came 
home.  The  American  Legion  again 
was  ready  to  serve  them.  But  the  Vet- 
erans Administration  —  which  had 
replaced  the  Veterans  Bureau  in  1932 
—  was  not. 

By  1943,  75,000  veterans  a  month 
were  being  discharged,  a  significant 
number  of  them  wounded,  maimed  or 
mentally  ill.  VA  was  understaffed, 
with  too  few  hospitals  and  run  by  too 
many  bureaucratic  divisions.  Thou- 
sands of  GIs  desperately  needing  help 
weren't  getting  it. 

Looking  toward  the  needs  of  veter- 
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AIDING— Korean 

War  GIs  were 
made  fully  eligible 
for  VA  and  Gl  Bill 
benefits,  thanks  to 
the  Legion's  efforts 
in  Congress. 


ans  after  the  war,  Legion  experts 
decided  Congress  had  to  pass  an 
omnibus  bill  that  would  bring 
the  entire  package  of  VA  bene- 
fits and  services  under  one 
agency. 

The  American  Legion's  posi- 
tion was  not  popular  with  Con- 
gress or  other  veterans  organiza- 
tions that  lacked  the  same 
foresight.  Amid  incredible  resis- 
tance, the  Legion  drafted  and 
persuaded  a  reluctant  Congress 
to  pass  one  of  the  most  effective 
and  important  pieces  of  social 
legislation  America  ever  enacted 
—  the  Serviceman's  Readjust- 
ment Act  of  1944  —  more  com- 
monly known  as  the  GI  Bill. 
(See  "The  GI  Bill,"  Page  62  for 
the  impact  of  the  GI  Bill  on 
America.) 

The  GI  Bill  offered  honor- 
ably discharged  GIs  a 
chance  to  own  their 
own  home,  attend 
school  and  find  em- 
ployment. It  also  pro- 
vided benefits  for 
wounded  and  disabled 
veterans,  as  well  as 
for  widows  and  or- 
phans of  veterans  who 
had  died  in  service  to  their  country. 

The  battle  for  the  GI  Bill  nationally 
overshadowed  other  veterans  issues 
during  the  war  years.  But  at  the  local 
level.  Posts  continued  to  be  the  com- 
munity headquarters  of  direct  aid  to 
veterans  and  their  families. 

As  the  war  dragged  on,  thousands 
of  veterans  returned  home  without 
limbs.  The  Legion  hired  amputees 
from  within  its  own  ranks  and  sent 
them  across  the  country  to  teach 
returning  GI  amputees  how  to  deal 
with  their  loss.  By  1946,  largely 
through  Legion  efforts,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Medicine  and  Surgery  — 
forerunner  of  the  VA's  Veterans 
Health  Service  and  Research  Adminis- 
tration —  was  created  to  conduct 
research  in  prosthetics. 

And,  perhaps,  the  most  heartbreak- 
ing, yet  comforting,  service  Legion 
Posts  provided  during  the  war  were 
honor  guards  and  burial  details  for 
fallen  servicemen.  Considering  the 
Posts'  work  on  behalf  of  veterans,  it  is 
little  wonder  why  Legion  membership 
skyrocketed  to  an  all-time  high  of  3.3 
million  in  1946. 

However,  the  country  had  barely 


readjusted  to  peacetime  when 
the  North  Korean  army  crossed 
the  38th  parallel  and  invaded 
South  Korea  in  June  1950. 
Again  the  Legion  went  to  Con- 
gress to  fight  for  GI  Bill  benefits,  this 
time  for  Korean  veterans. 

Unlike  World  Wars  I  and  II,  the 
Korean  War  presented  the  Legion  with 
unusual  challenges.  Since  Korea  was 
officially  called  a  police  action  at  that 
time,  GIs  wounded  in 
Korea  were  not  recog- 
nized by  the  government 
as  war  veterans  and. 


GUIDING— 

Kansas'  VVFAP 

chief  Andy 
Aelmore,  right, 
explains  the  range 
of  Legion  services 
to  Vietnam  veteran 
John  Schaefer. 


therefore,  were  ineligible  for 
VA  benefits.  After  a  lengthy 
battle,  the  Legion  finally  got 
Congress  to  pass  Public  Law  28 
in  1952,  recognizing  those  who 
served  during  the  Korean  Con- 
flict as  war  veterans. 

In  a  similar  case,  the  widow 
of  a  warrant  officer  killed  in 
Korea  applied  for  benefits,  but 
was  refused.  By  definition,  a 
warrant  officer  is  neither  an 
enlisted  man  nor  an  officer  and 
the  law  granted  widow's  bene- 
fits to  "widows  of  officers  or 
enlisted  men."  The  woman's 
husband  was  neither,  so  her 
claim  was  denied.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  took  up  her  case  and 
eventually  won,  an  action  that 
affected  hundreds  of  other  war- 
rant officer  widows. 

Even  as  the  Legion  fought 
for  benefits  for  Korean  War 
GIs,  it  did  not  ignore  other  vet- 
erans. One  such  Legion  effort  in 
1950  prevented  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  Social  Secu- 
rity benefits  for  WWII  veterans.  Mili- 
tary service  in  the  1940s  did  not  count 
toward  Social  Security.  The  Legion 
lobbied  successfully  to  get  a  $160 
credit  toward  Social  Security  for  each 
month  of  active  duty  between  Sept. 
16,  1940,  and  July  24,  1947. 

Men  in  uniform  also  have  occupied 
much  of  the  Legion's  attention  over 
the  years.  During  the  Korean  War,  the 
Legion  sponsored  the  Hometown,  USA 
radio  program.  The  Legion's 
Washington  office  accepted 
recorded  telephone  mes- 
Please  turn  to  page  170 


SEPTEMBER  1994 


89 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION:  SHINING  FROM  SEA  TO  SEA 


Tlir«e  Million 
Good  Neipors 


America  is  a  far 
riclier  p/oce 
because  of  fine 
never-ending 
efforfs  of 

Legionnaires.  Thiey 
serve  fine  nafion, 
providing  hope, 
fieip  and 
inspirafion. 


By  Les  Brindley 


HERE  ARE  115  words, 
repeated  thousands  of 
times  each  year,  that 
solemnly  echo  through 
American  Legion  Posts  in 
cities,  towns  and  villages 
all  across  America. 

They  are  the  115  words 
of  the  Preamble  to  The 
American  Legion  Constitution.  And 
any  Legionnaire  would  argue  that  every 
one  of  these  words  is  important. 

But  as  in  most  such  documents. 


T 


there  is  one  section  that  stands  out,  one 
clause  that  sums  up  and  embraces  all  of 
the  others.  That  section  is  the  heart  of 
the  Preamble,  both  literally  and  figura- 
tively. It  is  13  words  long,  starting  pre- 
cisely 51  words  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Preamble  and  concluding  exactly 
51  words  from  the  end. 

Those  words  are:  "To  inculcate  a 
sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the 
community,  state  and  nation." 

It  all  comes  down  to  that:  a  sense  of 
individual  obligation  —  obligation  to 
defend  the  Constitution;  obligation  to 
promote  patriotism;  obligation  to  mutu- 
al helpfulness,  to  democracy,  to  justice, 
to  freedom,  to  law,  order  and  the  mem- 
ory of  the  sacrifices  of  U.S.  veterans. 

It  is,  in  short,  a  call  to  service  —  a 
summons  answered  by  thousands  of 
Legionnaires  every  day  in  every  part  of 
the  country.  Each  has  already  served 
America  in  time  of  war.  Each  now  tries 

For  this  article,  freelance  writer 
Les  Brindley  flew  nearly  6,000  miles, 
drove  more  than  7,000  miles,  toured 
22  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
visited  a  score  of  small  towns  and 
more  than  a  dozen  cities  across  the 
country.  He  spoke  with  Legionnaires 
at  more  than  60  Posts  in  the  United 
States  and  overseas.  Brindley  wrote 
the  article  on  American  Legion  base- 
hall,  "Diamond  Mine,"  which  ap- 
peared in  the  May  1993  issue. 
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to  serve  again  in  time  of  peace. 

How  they  serve  may  be  as  common 
as  participating  in  an  American  Legion 
blood  drive  or  as  unique  as  being 
named  The  American  Legion  Recruiter 
of  the  Year. 

ORDINARILY  EXTRAORDINARY 

For  example,  what  could  be  more 
common  than  a  July  4th  fireworks  dis- 
play? But  in  Bloomington,  Ind.,  the 
$12,000  in  pyrotechnics  —  along  with 
parades,  bands  and  speeches  —  is  not 
paid  by  the  city,  but  by  Bloomington 
Post  18.  Members  of  Post  18  don't  feel 
what  they're  doing  is  exceptional, 
though.  They  say  it  is  just  their  way  of 
having  veterans  lead  the  way  on  the 
nation's  most  patriotic  day. 

Looking  for  something  extraordi- 
nary? Try  the  license  tag  agency  run  by 
Post  8  in  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  About 
20,000  times  each  year.  Winter  Haven 
residents  are  saved  the  long  drive  to  the 
county  seat  when  they  need  to  register 
a  car  or  boat  or  get  another  kind  of 
license.  They  just  go  to  a  specially  built 
annex  at  the  Legion  Post  downtown. 

"It  was  set  up  by  special  legislation 
35  years  ago;  I  got  it  passed,"  says 
Legionnaire  Ray  Mattox,  an  attorney 
and  former  state  lawmaker.  "It's  a 
tremendous  convenience  to  the  people 
of  Polk  County." 

Still  looking  for  something  unique? 
Cruise  into  Mineral  Wells,  Texas,  over 


Labor  Day  weekend  and  take  a  look  at 
the  air  show  sponsored  by  Post  75.  The 
Post  spends  more  than  $50,000  to  bring 
in  military  aircraft,  mostly  from  World 
War  II,  for  residents  to  see  and  watch 
fly. 

"Last  year  was  the  first  year  we 
showed  a  profit,"  says  Legionnaire  Bill 
McLaughlin.  "All  profits  go  to  the  local 
community  for  educational  purposes." 

The  situation  is  the  same  in  Wilson, 
N.C.,  where  Post  13  has  run  the  Wilson 
County  Agricultural  Fair  since  1 934. 

"We  normally  have  somewhere  in 


the  neighborhood  of  30,000  people 
attend  the  week-long  fair,"  says 
Legionnaire  Eddie  Price.  "Of  course,  it 
takes  most  of  the  profit  to  keep  up  the 
fair  grounds  and  the  buildings,  but  the 
rest  goes  back  into  other  services." 

If  fairs  are  good,  carnivals  can  be 
fabulous.  Just  ask  the  dozens  of  chil- 
dren's organizations  that  have  received 
$1,186,738  over  the  years  as  a  result  of 
the  hard  work  and  generosity  of  The 
American  Legion  family  at  Highland 
Post  201  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Since  1953,  Post  201  has  staged  an 
annual  Child  Welfare  Carnival  during 
the  last  weekend  in  July  to  benefit  chil- 
dren. 

Last  year's  was  the  best  ever,  orga- 
nizers say.  "There  were  probably 
50,000  over  the  two  nights,"  says 
Legionnaire  Tommy  Russell,  carnival 
chairman,  who  reports  that  the  Post 
raised  $60,500,  which  was  distributed 
to  16  children's  organi- 
zations. "It  takes  a  lot  of 
hard  work  on  the  part  of 
a  lot  of  people." 

Every  Legionnaire 
loves  a  parade.  Perhaps 
none  love  one  more  than 
the  members  of  Post 
532  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Each  September,  they  stage  their  Walk 
for  Yanks  parade  to  raise  money  for  the 
Ohio  Department's  Gifts  for  The 
Yanks  Who  Gave  program,  which  pro- 


PRINTOUT— There's 
no  muss  and  little 
fuss  as  Post  37  in 
Ames,  Iowa,  gives 
parents  peace  of 
mind  with  an 
inkless  fingerprinter. 
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vides  $250,000  each  year  in  Christmas 
gifts  and  suppUes  for  hospitahzed  Ohio 
veterans. 

The  parade  features  high  school 
bands,  military  vehicles  and  most  of 
Columbus'  veterans'  organizations. 
Post-sponsored  Scout  troops  wade 
through  the  crowds  collecting  dona- 
tions. "The  1993  parade  had  a  good 
turnout  and  we  made  a  lot  of  money," 
says  Legionnaire  Jerry  Clark,  who 
coordinated  it  for  the  Post. 

The  list  goes  on  and  on.  Virtually 
every  Legion  Post  in  the 
nation  donates  hundreds  of 
hours  and  thousands  of  dol- 
lars a  year  to  help  hospital- 
ized veterans. 

Posts   like   the  ones 
around   Santa  Barbara, 
Calif.,  run  a  transport  ser- 
vice for  veterans  who  can't  walk  from 
the  VA  hospital  to  the  county  clinic  for 
tests. 

Transportation  is  provided  by  a  bat- 
tery-powered tram  donated  by  the  Cali- 
fornia 16th  District  Auxiliary  to  the 
Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs.  The 
tram  is  driven  from  8  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
daily  by  one  of  17  Legion  and  Auxil- 
iary volunteers  led  by  Legionnaire 
Kenneth  O'Connell  of  Ventura  Post 


339.  The  volunteer  drivers  carry  about 
250  to  300  veterans  a  week,  providing 
them  with  coffee  and  snacks. 

At  Tampa,  Fla.,  members  of  Post 
111  bring  hospitalized  veterans  to  their 
Post  each  Veterans  Day  for  a  big  bash. 
They  come  in  wheelchairs,  gumeys  or 
under  their  own  steam  to  enjoy  food, 
drinks  and  entertainment  that  includes 
the  Tampa  Bay  Buccaneers'  cheerlead- 
ers. 

"The  veterans  love  it,"  reports 
Legionnaire  Bob  Alderman.  "Last  year 
we  had  two  guys  in  gumeys. 
One  of  them  asked  the  other 
one  if  he  was  going  to  have 
a  beer.  He  said,  "  'Can't,  I'm 
driving.'" 

But  while  Legionnaires 
everywhere  are  eager  to  help 
hospitalized  veterans,  others 
go  about  their  work  quietly  to  help  vet- 
erans beset  by  addiction  or  habitually  in 
trouble  with  the  law. 

CRIME  AND  REDEMPTION 

Consider  the  efforts  of  Legionnaires 
at  Post  54,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and 
Post  147,  Odessa,  Fla. 

In  Battle  Creek,  members  of  Post  54 
have  been  involved  in  the  VA's  Transi- 
tional Living  Program  that  tries  to  help 


Service  Record 


  Pearl  Harbor  sur- 
vivor; lost  husband,  a  Marine,  and 
later  lost  unborn  child  due  to  bomb- 
ing injuries.  Joined  Army  in  January 
1943  after  recovering;  left  11 
months  later  due  to  severe  pneu- 
monia. 


  As  adjutant  of  Post  in 

which  92  percent  of  members  are 
blind  or  vision-impaired,  Eleanor 
Smith  has  been  called  a  one- 
woman  whirlwind.  Led  by  Smith, 
members  of  the  Post  do  extensive 
volunteer  work  in  veterans  hospi- 
tals, including  donating  a  van  to 
one.  They  also  help  children  in  two 
Indian  tribes  and  in  a  Mexican  vil- 
lage; support  two  homes  for  run- 
away and  abused  children  and  an 
orphanage;  and  donate  trees  for 
planting. 


Legion  Record 


Joined  in  1945.  Cur- 
rent Post  adjutant,  past  district  adju- 
tant, past  district  service  officer, 
past  assistant  fifth-area  adjutant, 
four  years  adjutant  and  six  years 


"There  are  only  a  few  of  us 
who  can  see,"  she  says,  "so  we  just 
work  for  the  rest  of  them.  I  love  the 
Legion.  It's  my  life.  My  kids  say,  'If 
you  ever  have  an  accident,  mom, 
we  won't  worry.  You  won't  be 
spilling  blood,  you'll  be  bleeding 
American  Legion.'" 


addicted  veterans  become  clean,  sober 
and  productive  again. 

Started  in  1989  as  an  outreach  pro- 
gram for  addicted  veterans  staying  at  a 
run-down  hotel  downtown,  the  project 
has  since  grown  to  a  90-day  intensive 
residential  counseling  program.  It 
boasts  a  success  rate  of  more  than  60 
percent  of  patients  who  stay  away  from 
drugs  and  alcohol,  far  higher  than  the 
revolving  door  program  of  treatment 
before  it. 

"This  program  literally  saved  my 
life,"  says  graduate  and  Vietnam  veter- 
an Bob  Goss,  a  former  hotel  bookkeep- 
er who  says  he  didn't  draw  a  sober 
breath  for  a  decade  and  who  now  is  a 
bookkeeper  for  the  program.  "Before, 
VA  addiction  programs  would  just 
send  you  back  into  the  streets  just  as 
broke  as  the  day  you  came  in  and 
before  you  knew  it,  you  were  back  on 
the  bottle." 

But  director  Marian  Gibbs  says  they 
never  would  have  survived  without  the 
help  of  Post  54,  which  provided  critical 
assistance  when  the  program  was  near 
closing  for  lack  of  funds. 

"If  it  hadn't  been  for  Post  54  getting 
the  ball  rolling,  we  would  have  just 
died  on  the  vine.  Our  being  here  today 
is  due  entirely  to  the  efforts  that  Post  54 
Legionnaires  invested  on  our  behalf  to 
make  others  involved  as  well,"  she 


§  says. 


Last  year,  the  Post  convinced  the 
Department  of  Michigan  to  officially 
adopt  the  program.  The  Department 
responded  in  a  big  way. 

"It  was  like  Christmas  in  April," 
laughs  Gibbs  as  she  recalls  the  delivery 
of  25  beds,  bedsteads  and  mattresses 
from  the  Legion  Department  and  a 
donation  to  buy  a  commercial  washer, 
dryer  and  vacuum  cleaners  from  the 
Auxiliary. 

In  addition.  Post  54  also  gives  each 
eligible  graduate  a  membership  in  The 
American  Legion.  "It's  got  a  lot  of 
warmth  to  it.  They  make  you  feel  at 
home  and  welcomed  —  there's  a  lot  of 
love,"  says  Post  Commander  Jack  Ein- 
hardt.  "The  graduates  from  four  years 
ago  just  keep  coming  back  and  urging 
these  guys  to  become  better  citizens  in 
the  community." 

Half  a  continent  away  in  the  Tampa 
suburb  of  Odessa,  Florida  Legionnaires 
rebuilt  a  house  to  help  rebuild  shattered 
lives. 

It  started,  as  so  many  Legion  stories 
do,  with  a  neighbor.  The  neighbor  told 
Fred  Tetlow,  who  was  Post  147  Com- 
mander at  the  time,  about  a  remarkable 
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program  called  Tampa  Cross- 
roads, a  halfway  house  for 
nonviolent  drug-addicted 
criminals.  The  halfway  house 
was  run  by  the  Rev.  Frank  B. 
Vardeman  as  a  private  ministry  in 
cooperation  with  the  state  corrections 
department.  Tampa  Crossroads  boasted 
a  recidivism  rate  of  only  30  percent, 
compared  to  a  70-percent  rate  national- 

ly- 

Tetlow  invited  Vardeman  and  one 
of  his  clients  to  address  a  Post  meeting. 
When  the  two  were  finished,  they  had 
won  a  Legion  hall  full  of  new  support- 
ers. 

When  Vardeman  told  the  Legion- 
naires that  one  thing  his  program  need- 
ed most  desperately  was  homes  to 
house  his  clients,  he  set  in  motion 
another  American  Legion  miracle. 

Tetlow,  a  retired  building  contrac- 
tor, and  his  fellow  Legionnaires  literal- 
ly went  to  work.  They  purchased  an 
abandoned,  decaying  crack-cocaine 
house  from  the  city  of  Tampa  for  $1.  It 
needed  to  be  completely  refurbished 
and  refurnished. 

"If  you  had  seen  it  then,  you  would 
have  torched  it,"  says  current  Post  147 
Commander  Fred  Rich. 

"Several  of  us  went  down  on  week- 
ends. We  rebuilt  the  walls  and  the  foun- 
dation, rewired  the  electricity,  redid  the 
plumbing.  All  of  it  was  done  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Post  and  inmates  at  the 
halfway  house  who  we  used  for  labor 
[they  earned  community  service  credit 
for  helping]." 


Texas,  get  an  up- 
close  look  at  WWII 
aviation  at  the  annual 
air  show  put  on  by 
Post  75. 


Where  did  they 
get  the  supplies? 
"Fred  Tetlow 
called  in  a  lot  of 
markers  that  were 
owed  him  from  suppliers  he 
knew  in  the  contracting  busi- 
ness," Rich  says.  "1  mean,  he 
scrounged  like  you  never  saw  in 
your  life.  We  all  did." 

When  it  was  finished,  a  little 
more  than  a  year  after  it  had 
begun.  Legionnaires  and  Auxil- 
iary members  furnished  it  and 
threw  a  housewarming  party. 

"It's  really  a  remarkable 
story,"  says  Rev.  Vardeman. 
"It's  what  I  think  America's  all 
about:  the  spirit  of  volunteerism. 
Most  people  don't  want  to  help 
our  types  of  clients  because 
they've  broken  the  law,  broken 
into  people's  houses.  People  are 
angry  at  criminals.  But  1  pick  up 
none  of  that  from  the  Legion- 
naires. You  can't  put  a  dollar 
value  on  the  sort  of  warmth 
that's  there." 

The  first  resident  to  move  in 
was  Mary  Steele.  30,  a  woman 
who  began  abusing  drugs  at  age 
7  and  was  twice  busted  on 
cocaine  charges.  Today,  she  has 
been  drug-free  for  more  than  a 
year  and  is  maintaining  an  A 
average  at  a  vocational  college. 
She  now  has  one  ambition 
beyond  a  career. 

"I  would  like  to  join  The 


STEPPING  OUT— Elderly  residents  of  Winter 
Haven,  Fla.,  get  into  the  swing  at  the  senior  citi- 
zen dances  sponsored  by  Post  8.  Up  to  300 
crowd  the  dance  floor  each  week. 


STEPPING  SMART— The  Junior  ROTC  at  Capital 
High  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  is  sponsored  by  Post  505. 
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American  Legion  Auxil- 
iary," she  says.  "They're 
among  the  winners  in  the 
world.  They're  out  there 
trying  to  make  things  better  and  be  bet- 
ter Americans.  I  would  like  to  be  a  part 
of  that,  to  give  something  back  to  the 
community." 

The  ambition,  she  says,  awaits  only 
her  locating  her  grandfather's  WWII 
discharge  papers.  "They've  touched 
me,"  she  continues.  "Society  would  be 
totally  lost  without  organizations  like 
Tampa  Crossroads  and  The  American 
Legion." 

These  are  examples  of  only  two 
Legion  Posts  with  ideas  on  how  to  help 
their  communities.  But  there  are  nearly 
15,000  Posts  out  there  and  most,  if  not 
all,  have  their  own  ideas  on  how  to 
make  their  neighborhoods  better. 

IDEALS  AND  IDEAS 

Post  37  in  Ames,  Iowa,  came  up 
with  a  good  one.  Thousands  of  Legion 
Posts  give  school  awards  to  outstanding 
students.  In  Ames,  the  Legionnaires 
give  letters. 

"They're  just  like  the  varsity  athlet- 
ic letters,  but  with  a  lamp  of  knowl- 
edge instead  of  a  football  or  whatev- 
er," says  Dana  Thompson,  a  past  Post 
Commander. 

The  letters  go  to  juniors  and  seniors 
with  a  grade  point  average  of  3.5  or 
higher  and  are  awarded  at  a  special  cer- 
emony sponsored  by  the  Post. 

"One  father  last  year  had  a  kid  who 
was  an  excellent  athlete  and  had  an  ath- 
letic letter  and  a  daughter  who  won  the 
academic  letter.  He  came  up  to  me  after 


than  lessons  at 
Leglonville,  the  safety 
patrol  camp  run 
by  the  Department 
of  Minnesota. 


the  ceremony  and  said  he 
was  prouder  of  the  acade- 
mic letter,"  Thompson 
says. 

In  Erie,  Kan.,  Legionnaires  at  Post 
102  like  the  idea  of  tradition.  The  Old 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  Reunion,  begun  by 
Civil  War  veterans  more  than  120  years 
ago,  was  adopted  by  the  Post  in  the 
1920s  and  has  been  growing  ever  since. 
Today,  it's  a  week-long  festival  jointly 
conducted  by  the  Post  and  the  city. 

The  festival  includes  concerts, 
dances,  a  tractor  pull,  a  rodeo,  kids' 
games,  a  mud  run  and  —  in  keeping 
with  the  tradition  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  —  a  bean  feed  that  will 
blow  your  socks  off.  Post  volunteers 
buy  and  cook  1 ,400  pounds  of  beans  in 
52  cast-iron,  30-gallon  ket- 
tles. Then  they  give  them 
away  to  hungry  festival- 
goers. 

How  many  people  come? 

"Who  knows,"  says 
Legionnaire  James  Kinne, 
who  heads  the  festival  com- 
mittee. "We  have  enough  people  come 
that  they  take  away  our  1,400  pounds 
of  beans."  For  the  record,  1,400  pounds 
of  beans  provides  between  6,200  and 
8,400  servings. 

When  the  folks  at  Post  159,  Venice, 
Fla.,  said  they  were  out  for  blood  a  few 
years  back,  they  really  meant  it.  Their 
idea  was  to  have  the  best  blood  bank  in 
the  state. 

Post  members  boast  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Florida's  traveling  blood  bank 
trophy  leaves  their  trophy  case  only 
once  each  year  —  to  be  taken  to  the 


Legionnaires  heard 
that  Ashley  Ostrom 

needed  a  $3,700       state  convention 
wheelchair  lift,  they      where  it  is  re- 
bought  it  for  her.       awarded  to  Post 

  159. 

"Our  staff  loves  the  Legion,  they 
love  us  and  we  have  a  great  working 
relationship,"  says  Laurel  O'Connors, 
donor  services  manager  for  the  Gulf 
Area  Regional  Blood  Bank. 

With  more  than  1,000  units  of  blood 
currently  in  the  bank,  the  Post  makes  its 
supply  available  to  anyone  who  needs 
it.  "If  I  needed  blood  for  a  particular 
patient,  I  know  this  Post  would  give  it," 
O'Connors  says. 

The  idea  of  raising  good  citizens 
was  foremost  in  the  minds  of  Legion- 
naires at  Post  1 1  in  Florence,  Ala. 
That's  why  the  Post,  which  has  nei- 
ther a  bar  nor  bingo  —  the 
Post  home  is  even  smoke- 
free  —  still  managed  to 
scrape  together  enough 
money  to  send  65  boys  to 
Boys  State  and  1 1  girls  to 
Girls  State  last  summer.  It 
was  a  Post  record,  but  not 
much  more  than  the  usual  number  they 
send. 

For  20  years,  the  Florence  Post  also 
has  sponsored  what  it  calls  County 
Government  Day. 

Kids  at  each  of  the  county's  schools 
run  for  various  county  offices.  On  Elec- 
tion Day,  they  vote  on  real  balloting 
machines  and  150  are  sent  to  the 
offices  of  the  county's  50  elected  offi- 
cials to  watch  how  government  works. 

And  officials  cooperate  fully.  The 
county's  most  important  criminal  trials 
are  scheduled  so  that  the  kids  get  a  taste 
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of  life-and-death  jurisprudence  in 
action. 

At  lunch,  the  kids  and  their  hosts  all 
head  down  to  the  Legion  hall  for  a 
meal  prepared  by  the  Post.  "The  com- 
munity as  a  whole  has  really  helped  us 
here,"  says  Legionnaire  Lavern  Tate. 
"There's  no  way  we  could  do  these 
things  by  ourselves." 

And  so  it  is.  Nearly  15,000  Posts 


Service  Record 


Served  in  U.S.  Arnny 
as  combat  quartermaster  during 
World  War  II.  Discharged  at  end  of 
war. 


Legion  Record 


Joined  in  1963.  Past 
house  chairman,  Post  commander 
for  past  three  years. 

KninilTW  Instrumental  in  rejuvenat- 
ing a  Post  in  a  very  poor  neighbor- 
hood in  South  Chicago.  "Our  Post 


and  3.1  million  Legion- 
naires with  a  lot  of  good 
ideas,  and  all  willing  to  be 
good  neighbors. 

Neighbors  like  Verne  "Red" 
Gulsvig  of  Post  49,  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  who  helped  improve  the  life  of 
Ashley  Ostrom,  a  9-year-old  who  is 
wheelchair-bound  by  cerebral  palsy. 

Ashley's  family  learned  about  The 

Howard  Blackmon 

Post  87,  Chicago,  III. 


had  been  failing  for  a  number  of 
years,"  he  says.  "I've  just  tried  to 
get  them  back  on  track  and  get 
them  aligned  with  the  purposes  of 
The  American  Legion  and  what  the 
Legion  dictates  that  we  should  be 
doing."  Helped  restart  school 
awards.  Helped  restart  Post  Christ- 
mas, Halloween  and  Easter  parties 
for  kids,  and  Thanksgiving  dinner 
for  needy.  Instrumental  in  getting 
Post  reinvolved  in  Boys  State  and 
the  Special  Olympics.  Helped  reju- 
venate Post's  ROTC  program.  Post 
leads  annual  Doughboy  parade  on 
Veterans  Day,  which  honors 
African-American  veterans  of  World 
War  I. 

Bi|l[ilW  "Working  through  The 
American  Legion  is  really  a  way  for 
me  to  get  involved  and  pay  back 
some  of  the  debt  I  think  I  owed  to 
the  community." 


FAIR  TERRITORY— 

Blue  caps  are  a 
common  sight  at 
the  Wilson  County 
Fair,  N.C.  The  fair 
is  sponsored 
by  Post  13. 


American  Legion  when  they 
bought  her  a  motorized 
wheelchair  in  March  1993, 
but  then  discovered  it  was 
too  heavy  to  lift  into  their  van.  And 
they  could  not  afford  the  $3,700  to  buy 
a  wheelchair  lift.  Enter  Gulsvig. 

"Red's  daughter  knew  the  Os- 
troms,"  explains  Ed  Holt,  the  Post  49 
membership  chairman,  "so  she  told 
Red  and  he  brought  it  up  with  the 
membership."  Ashley  had  her  lift  in  no 
time  flat. 

"It  was  a  very  quick  process.  Within 
two  or  three  weeks  it  was  all  done," 
recalls  Peggy  Ostrom,  Ashley's  grand- 
mother. "We  didn't  do  anything  but 
give  the  Legion  the  price.  That  was  a 
real  miracle." 

No  miracle  at  all,  says  Gulsvig. 
"When  people  need  help,"  he  says  sim- 
ply, "what  we  want  to  do  is  help  them." 

HELPING  HAS  MANY  FACES 

In  Hays,  Kan.,  members  of  Post  173 
and  its  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
(SAL)  Squadron  like  to  think  helping  is 
their  middle  name.  When  the  teenaged 
son  of  a  Post  member  committed  sui- 
cide, they  thought  they  should  teach 
Hays  residents  the  warning  signs.  So 
they  paid  to  bring  in  experts,  who  put 
on  a  two-day  seminar  for  teachers,  par- 
ents and  health  professionals.  The  Post 
later  did  the  same  thing  to  help  in  the 
fight  against  child  sexual  abuse. 

When  a  tomado  leveled  a  large  por- 
tion of  Andover,  Kan.,  two  years  ago, 
causing  nearly  $9  million  in  property 
damage,  Hays  SAL  Commander  Tony 
Schumacher  went  on  television  to 
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appeal  for  relief  supplies.  What  came  in 
from  Legion  members  and  other  Hays 
residents  nearly  overwhelmed  him. 

"We  didn't  know  what  kind  of 
response  we'd  get.  We  had  a  small 
trailer.  That  was  way  too  small,"  Schu- 
macher recalls.  "So  someone  gave  us  a 
truck.  That  was  too  small  too.  Finally 
someone  came  through  and  gave  us  a 
big  U-Haul  truck  to  take  it." 

Post  173  was  not  finished  yet.  As  a 
tribute  to  local  Vietnam  veterans  and 


the  families  of  the  Hays  boys  who  died 
there,  the  Post  and  SAL  raised  $10,000 
to  bring  in  the  Moving  Wall,  a  scaled- 
down  replica  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Post,  SAL  and  community  volun- 
teers took  a  large  vacant  lot  next  to  the 
Post  and  with  37  dump-truck  loads  of 
fill  dirt,  lots  of  landscaping  stones, 
gravel,  concrete  and  dozens  of  trees 
and  shrubs,  they  tumed  it  into  a  tempo- 
rary home  for  The  Wall.  When  the 


GIFT  BAGS— Post 
259,  Excelsior, 
Minn.,  sent 
Convention 
souvenirs  to 
liospitalized 
veterans. 


MOVING  EXPERIENCE— Post  173  in 
Hays,  Kan.,  spent  $10,000  to  bring  the 
Moving  Watt  replica  of  the  Vietnam  Veter- 
ans l\/lemorial  to  town.  Nearly  20,000  peo- 
ple paid  their  respects  at  The  Wall. 


replica  left,  the  site  became  a  perma- 
nent veterans'  memorial  park. 

They  expected  10,000  visitors  dur- 
ing The  Wall's  eight-day  stay  last 
October.  Nearly  20,000  came,  many 
leaving  flowers,  poems,  photographs 
and  momentos  behind. 

"We  had  a  truck  driver  come  in," 
said  past-SAL  finance  officer  Mark 
Wunder,  who  manned  the  registration 
tent.  "He  saw  the  sign  on  the  highway. 
He  said  he'd  been  chasing  The  Wall  all 
over  the  country  and  kept  missing  it. 

He  said  it  was  important  to  him.  His 
father's  name  is  on  it." 

A  WALL  OF  RED  TAPE 

The  Wall  also  played  a  significant 
role  in  a  project  launched  by 
Legionnaires  of  Post  96, 
Hutchinson,  Minn.  They 
believed  the  name  of  a  local 
boy  who  died  of  injuries  suf- 
fered on  an  aircraft  carrier 
off  Vietnam  should  be  on  it. 
And  they  fought  the  Penta- 
gon to  see  that  it  got  there. 


The  bureaucratic  odyssey  began  in 
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tally  fired  in  a  storage  room.  Donald 
Maki  got  out  but  went  back  in  when  he 
heard  his  supervisor  screaming  for 
help.  As  a  result,  Maki  suffered  second 
and  third  degree  bums  over  82  percent 
of  his  body.  He  died  six  weeks  later. 

In  1987,  friends  visiting  Washington 
discovered  that  his  name  was  not  on 
The  Wall.  Donald's  father  Chet,  a 
Legionnaire,  asked  Post  96  for  help. 
Thus  began  a  tortuous,  winding  journey 
through  Washington  red  tape  that 
didn't  end  until  last  year. 

They  were  told  that  Maki  wasn't  eli- 
gible because  he  was  a  civilian  when  he 
died  (the  Navy  retired  him  after  the 
accident).  They  also  were  told  that  he 
wasn't  eligible  because  he  wasn't  tech- 
nically in  a  combat  zone  (he  was).  The 
runaround  went  on  for  five  years  with 
letters  being  sent  back  and  forth  from 
the  Legion  and  the  family  to  the 
bureaucrats.  Bucks  were  passed  and 
phone  calls  transferred,  with  hopes 
eroding  all  the  while. 

Maki's  sister,  Brenda  Rydberg,  says 
it  finally  ended  when  she  prayed  for 
inspiration.  It  came.  She  decided  to  find 
out  whether  the  names  of  the  other 
sailors  who  died  in  the  accident  were 
on  The  Wall.  Sure  enough,  they  were. 


"That  was  the  ammunition 
we  needed,"  she  says. 

On  Memorial  Day  1993, 
Donald  Maki's  name  finally 
was  engraved  on  the  memo- 
rial. Post  96  paid  for  the 
entire  family  to  travel  to  Washington 
for  the  ceremony. 

"The  Legion  has  been  outstanding. 
They're  a  good  Post  and  they've  done  a 
lot,"  Donald's  father,  Chet,  said. 

The  Maki  family  now  has  another 


BEAN  DIP— Two 

young  diners  get 
help  from  mom  at 
the  Wauseon,  Ohio 
United  Veterans' 
Bean  Feed, 
co-sponsored 
by  Post  265. 


LEGIONNAIRE  EXTRAORDINAIRE 


William  Lincoln 

Post  963,  Ulysses,  Pa. 


sergeant  at  arms,  currently  serving 
on  membership  committees  at  dis- 
trict, section  and  department  levels. 


Service  Record 


Retired  after  more 
than  25  years  in  the  military,  includ- 
ing three  in  the  Army  and  22  in  the 
Air  Force. 


Legion  Record 


First  joined  in  early 
'50s;  has  held  every  Post-level  office 
at  least  once,  including  Post  com- 
mander three  times  and  adjutant  for 
one  year,  current  member  of  honor 
guard,  past  district  commander,  cur- 
rent department  Americanism  chair- 
man, current  department  assistant 


lyotalile 


In  a  town  so  depressed 
that  even  the  chamber  of  commerce 
had  folded  and  churches  could  no 
longer  afford  youth  activities,  Lincoln 
got  Legion  and  Auxiliary  involved, 
starting  back-to-school,  Halloween, 
Christmas  and  Easter  parties. 
"They've  been  really  active  since  Bill 
moved  into  the  area.  He  has  made 
the  whole  Legion  just  much,  much 
nicer,  much  more  active,"  says 
Ulysses  Mayor  Donna  McCaslin. 

BMW  "Why  do  we  do  it?  I  guess, 
the  first  reason  would  be  love  of 
God.  When  I  came  here,  I  saw  there 
was  nothing  for  the  children  and  I 
knew  we  had  to  do  something  for 
them.  My  wife  says  all  of  our  children 
are  grown  up,  but  now  we  have 
about  100  more  in  the  neighbor- 
hood." 


goal:  to  convince  Navy  offi- 
cials to  posthumously  award 
Donald  with  a  medal  for 
going  back  into  the  room. 
They  admit  it  will  be  an 
uphill  fight,  but  they're  hop- 
ing that  some  of  Donald's  old  ship- 
mates who  witnessed  the  accident  will 
read  this  article  and  help  them  in  their 
quest. 

THE  WESTERN  HERITAGE 

It  became  clear,  traveling  across 
America,  that  there  are  as  many  chap- 
ters in  the  Legion  story  as  there  are 
Posts. 

As  we  moved  West  late  last  Septem- 
ber, it  seemed  like  summer  in  the  val- 
ley in  southwestern  Colorado,  even 
though  we  were  more  than  a  mile 
above  sea  level. 

The  morning  sun  bums  hot  here  in 
the  land  where  the  Indians  of  Mesa 
Verde  carved  homes  out  of  the  cliffs, 
where  Coronado  searched  in  vain  for 
cities  of  gold,  and  where  prospectors 
centuries  later  would  find  the  precious 
metal,  along  with  its  sister,  silver,  not 
in  cities,  but  in  rich  veins  deep  in  the 
mountains. 

It  is  here,  in  a  city  named  for  anoth- 
er Spanish  conqueror,  that  Post  75  of 
Cortez,  Colo.,  continues  its  half-centu- 
ry  quest  to  preserve  one  of  the  great  tra- 
ditions of  the  American  West  —  the 
rodeo. 

But  this  isn't  just  any  rodeo.  This 
one's  just  for  kids.  It's  the  annual  Cortez 
American  Legion  Junior  Rodeo,  held  in 
the  Post's  own  rodeo  arena. 

On  this  weekend,  197  kids  ranging 
in  age  from  2  to  1 8  get  a  chance  to  feel 
what  it's  like  to  ride,  rope  and  occa- 
sionally bite  the  dust.  And  they  do  it  all 
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ON  PARADE— 

Gatha  Amos  shows 
the  colors  at  the 

Doughboy  Parade,      in  front  of  hun- 
sponsored  each       dreds  of  cheer- 
Veterans  Day  by       ing  parents,  sib- 
Chicago  Post  87.       lings  and  friends, 
while  a  profes- 
sional rodeo  announcer  urges  them  on. 

"A  lot  of  these  kids  will  never  ride 
in  a  high  school  rodeo,  let  alone  college 
or  professional,"  says  outgoing  Post 
Commander  Dan  Moeller.  "This  is  the 
only  chance  a  lot  of  them  will  ever 
get." 

And  what  a  chance.  There  are 
events  for  everyone.  On  Saturday,  there 
is  a  dance  at  the  Legion  hall  for  all  the 
young  cowboys  and  cowgirls  and  their 
families.  On  Sunday,  the  Post  will 
again  play  host,  this  time  for 
the  awards  banquet  and  its 
$7,500  in  prizes  —  ranging 
from  traditional  oversized 
belt  buckles  for  the  winners 
of  each  event  to  memorial 
trophies  and  traveling  tro- 
phies for  the  high  scorers. 
For  the  all-around  boy  and  girl  winners, 
there  are  the  big  prizes  —  complete 
saddle  rigs. 

Everything  is  done  with  volunteer 
help  and  donated  money.  The  Legion, 
the  Auxiliary,  the  SAL,  local  business- 
es and  individuals  donate  the  prizes. 
The  junior  Auxiliary  runs  the  conces- 
sion stand.  Members  of  the  rodeo  com- 
mittee aim  each  year  to  break  even,  but 
if  they  don't,  the  Post  steps  in  and 
makes  up  the  difference. 

"It's  just  one  of  the  things  that  the 
Legion  does  for  the  youth,  for  the  com- 
munity, every  year,"  says  Cindy  Green, 
an  Auxiliary  member  who  heads  the 


rodeo  committee  along  with  three  non- 
Legion  volunteers. 

Why  do  the  Legion  and  the  volun- 
teers do  it?  Perhaps  no  volunteer  sums 
it  up  better  than  Chuck  Sullivan,  a  pro- 
fessional rodeo  announcer  who  has 
refused  paying  jobs  to  do  this  rodeo  for 
nothing  every  year  for  nearly  a  decade. 

"When  I  was  a  kid  there  was  always 
someone  involved  for  me.  You  feel  that 
you  need  to  give  something  back  to  the 
community,"  he  says. 

"We've  got  197  youthls  of  the  com- 
munity right  here  rodeoing  together. 
Ninety-five  percent  of  them  are  with 
their  families.  That's  not  a  bad  turnout, 
to  have  that  many  young  people  all 
together,  helping  one  anoth- 
er, talking  to  one  another.  I 
would  venture  to  say  there 
ain't  none  of  them  smoking 
dope  or  shooting  dope  or 
snorting  dope  or  whatever 
the  hell  else  they  do  with 
that  stuff.  These  kids  aren't 
snow  white,  but  they're  a  pretty  damn 
good  kind  of  people." 

For  Sullivan  and  Post  75,  last  year's 
rodeo  meant  even  more.  Although  a  Viet- 
nam veteran,  Sullivan  had  for  several 
years  turned  down  invitations  to  join  the 
Legion,  saying  that  his  time  on  the  road 
would  get  in  the  way  of  being  a  Legion- 
naire. 

But  on  this  Saturday  night,  filled 
with  the  same  camaraderie  he  saw  ear- 
lier among  the  kids,  Sullivan  takes  out 
his  pen,  fills  out  his  card,  writes  a  dues 
check  and  hands  both  to  a  beaming  Dan 
Moeller,  the  Post  Commander. 

"I'll  do  this  rodeo  for  as  long  as 


VEIN  GLORIOUS— 

Legionnaires  at 
Post  159  in  Venice, 

Fla.,  celebrate 
Veterans  Day  with 
a  parade  and 
by  giving  blood. 


they  ask  me," 
says  the  new 
Legionnaire  with 
a  laugh.  "And 
they    ask  me 


every  year. 


SMYRNA  TIMES  TWO 

The  Legion,  indeed,  does  ask  much 
from  its  members  in  the  name  of  their 
communities.  Here  is  how  two  Posts 
that  share  a  name  and  a  commitment 
answered  the  call  in  their  communities. 

Each  Post  resides  in  a  town  called 
Smyrna,  but  there  the  similarity  ends. 
One  is  in  the  Georgia  foothills  north- 
west of  Atlanta,  the  other  in  the  flat, 
sandy  Delaware  farmland  on  the  penin- 
sula between  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
the  Atlantic. 

At  Post  160  in  Georgia,  folks  want- 
ed to  do  more  to  feed  the  hungry,  so 
they  established  a  food  bank. 

Launched  in  1982  with  $485  in 
cash,  plenty  of  sweat  and  lots  of  donat- 
ed refrigerators,  freezers  and  shelves, 
the  Post  food  bank  has  fed  a  lot  of  hun- 
gry people  in  and  around  the  Atlanta 
suburb. 

"We've  given  away  an  estimated 
half  a  million  meals  since  the  program 
started,"  says  Jim  Spruce,  the  Post's 
community  service  chairman,  hi  1991- 
92  alone,  the  food  bank  gave  away 
24,654  meals  to  545  adults,  629  chil- 
dren and  75  senior  citizens. 

Post  volunteers  put  in  as  many  as 
250  hours  a  week  collecting,  unloading 
and  stocking  food  and  household  items 
that  have  been  donated  or  purchased. 

Needy  persons  referred  by  Legion- 
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naires  or  local  agencies  get  enough  free 
food  and  other  supplies  to  keep  them 
going  for  a  week  to  10  days. 

"I  don't  think  we've  ever  turned 
down  someone  who  was  deserving," 
says  Edward  A.  Smalley,  a  Post  volun- 
teer. "If  they  knock  on  that  door  and 
come  in  here  and  they  need  help,  we 


help  them  —  above  and 
beyond." 

Above  and  beyond  the 
call  also  is  practiced  up  in 
Smyrna,  Del.  Just  ask 
Ricky  McLamb.  The  Legion  saved  his 
life.  Now  he's  using  it  to  help  save  oth- 
ers. 


Legionnaires  at 

Post  31  in 
Lancaster,  S.C., 
load  Cliristmas 
basl<ets  they  will 
deliver  to  the  needy 


LEGIONNAIRE  EXTRAORDINAIRE 


Leroy  Torres 

Post  49,  Albuquerque,  N.M. 


1 


Service  Record 


  Served    in  U.S. 

Army,  1972-80,  Staff  Sergeant, 
stateside  and  in  Germany. 


Legion  Record 


Joined  in  1980.  Past 
Post  third  vice  commander,  past 
Post  commander,  past  district  com- 
mander, Past  department  vice  com- 
mander, current  department  mem- 
bership chairman. 

KHITTW  Organized  Post  49  efforts 
to  send  care  packages  to  Post 
members  who  were  with  the  Re- 


serves in  Saudi  Arabia  during 
Desert  Shield.  Before  the  fighting 
ended,  the  Post  had  sent  more  than 
20,000  packages  —  everything 
from  toilet  articles  to  books,  maga- 
zines, food,  stationary,  pens  and 
pencils,  and  even  letters  and  cards 
from  schoolchildren.  The  response 
to  his  call  for  donations  was  so 
overwhelming  that  they  were  able  to 
send  care  packages  to  all  the  sol- 
diers from  New  Mexico  and  to  many 
from  out  of  state. 

UJnni'Tm  a  Vietnam-era  veteran 
and  I've  known  all  the  hassles  they 
went  through,  when  there  were  more 
people  against  them  than  for  them. 
The  same  thing  surfaced  during  the 
Saudi  Arabia  deal.  I  wanted  to  show 
them  that  there  were  people  out 
there  who  were  for  them.  When  we 
started  doing  that,  it  caught  fire 
across  the  country  and  the  fly-by- 
nights  who  were  protesting  went 
back  into  the  closets." 


To  tell  his  story, 
McLamb  goes  back  to  1923. 
In  those  days,  the  nearest 
hospitals  were  from  35  to  50 
miles  away.  When  people 
became  seriously  ill,  they  had  to  either 
find  their  own  transportation  or  face  a 
grueling  trip  to  the  hospital  on  a 
stretcher  in  a  railroad  baggage  car. 

As  a  solution  to  the  problem. 
Legionnaires  of  Post  14  raised  $2,250 
to  buy  a  1924  Meteor  ambulance, 
launching  the  nation's  first  Legion-run 
ambulance  service.  For  the  past  60 
years,  the  Post  has  continued  to  raise 
money  to  support  the  service.  That 
ambulance  service  is  the  reason  why 
McLamb  is  here  today.  In  1983, 
McLamb  was  a  young  motorcycle  rider 
who  failed  to  see  a  stopped  car  on  a 
dark  road  and  hit  it. 

The  ambulance  arrived  a  few  min- 
utes later.  "At  the  scene,  they  said  I  had 
no  pulse.  I  wasn't  breathing,"  McLamb 
recalls.  "The  impact  collapsed  both  my 
lungs.  They  did  CPR  on  me  in  the 
ambulance  and  brought  me  back." 

His  health  was  restored,  and 
McLamb  didn't  think  much  about  the 
accident  for  several  years.  Then,  in 
February  1992,  he  saw  an  ad  in  a  local 
paper  asking  for  ambulance  volunteers. 

McLamb  answered  the  call.  Today, 
he's  their  most  active  volunteer.  Of  the 
886  runs  made  by  the  service  between 
January  and  September  1993,  McLamb 
made  nearly  250. 

"The  vast  majority  of  the  runs  are 
just  sick  people,"  McLamb  says,  "but  I 
have  been  on  a  couple  that  were  heart 
failures,  and  we  administered  CPR  to 
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bring  them  back.  It's  just  a 
real  good  feeling  to  know 
that  I  can  be  there  to  help 
like  they  were  there  when  I 
needed  help." 

"It's  totally  Legion," 
boasts  Legionnaire  Carlton 
Smith,  who  has  been  a  vol- 
unteer for  four  decades. 
"Our  charter  says  the  Post 
will  provide  ambulance  ser- 
vice to  the  community.  The 
people  in  Smyrna  are  going 
to  be  served  by  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  when  they  need 
help." 


WHEN  DISASTER 
STRIKES 

To  be  there  "when  they 
need  help."  That's  how  most 
Legionnaires  see  their 
pledge  to  their  communities, 
their  states  and  their  nation. 

That's  why  the  Legion  is 
always  on  hand  when  disas- 
ter strikes  —  collecting  food  and  sup- 
plies, feeding  relief  workers  and  disas- 
ter victims,  handing  out  grants  and 
doing  whatever  else  is  needed. 

The  Legion  was  there  when  the 
earthquake  struck  California  in  Janu- 


PLANE  TRUTH— 

Joe  Latham 
(kneeling)  of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa, 

Post  46,  once 
piloted  the  jet  that's 

now  a  local 
veterans  memorial. 


ary.  The  Legion  was  there 
when  Hurricane  Andrew 
struck  Florida  and 
Louisiana  in  1992.  The 
Legion  was  there  the  sum- 
mer of  1993  when  flood 
waters  deluged  the  Mid- 
west. 

Post  312  Commander  Jim  Paul  in 
St.  Charles,  Mo.,  recalls  the  flood  relief 
work.  "We  moved  probably  40  tons  of 
relief  supplies  through  the  Post  in  about 
three  weeks.  Without  the  help  of  other 


IMAIRE  EXTRAORDINAIRE 


Tom  Brown 

Post  40,  Chino  Valley,  Ariz. 


Notable 


Service  Record 


Joined  U.S.  Navy  in 
1959.  Served  in  Vietnam.  Was  a 
Torpedoman's  Mate  First  Class  in 
river  patrol  forces  when  wounded 
by  a  mine.  Given  a  medical  dis- 
charge in  1970.  Wound  caused 
spinal  cord  injuries  that  has  him 
mostly  confined  to  a  wheelchair. 


Legion  Recom 


Joined  in  1988.  Cur- 
rent Post  historian,  past  Post  com- 
mander, past  Post  adjutant,  past 
Post  finance  officer,  past  Post  exec- 
utive committeeman. 


 Was  one  of  the  founders 

and  organizers  of  the  Chino  Valley 
Food  Bank  in  1989.  Food  bank  was 
housed  in  Post  until  a  permanent 
home  was  found  in  a  town  commu- 
nity center  in  1993.  Continues  to 
serve  on  food  bank  board  and 
serves  as  statutory  agent  for  the 
bank,  which  has  fed  more  than 
10,000  families.  Helped  organize 
and  gather  $10,000  in  relief  money 
and  supplies  for  victims  of  flooding 
in  Camp  Verde,  Ariz.,  in  early  1993. 
Helped  organize  benefit  that  raised 
$8,516  for  families  of  three  girls 
killed  and  one  injured  in  1992  traffic 
accident  in  town.  Helps  organize 
Post's  annual  Christmas  drive, 
which  gathers  new  and  used  toys 
and  clothes  to  give  to  needy  chil- 
dren at  a  Post  Christmas  party. 


lifTTiM  "Per  capita,  our  Post  is  one 
of  the  doingest  Posts  in  the  nation. 
We're  a  crazy  crew,  but  it  works." 


Legionnaires  around  the 
country,  we  couldn't  have 
done  what  we've  done." 

At  nearby  Ste.  Genevieve, 
Mo.,  Post  150  was  open  day 
and  night  for  weeks  to  feed 
victims  and  relief  workers. 
"In  the  beginning  when  this 
was  really  strong,  we  were 
serving  about  1,000-plus 
meals  a  day,"  Legionnaire 
Jack  Trapp  says.  "It's  a  hor- 
rible thing  to  happen,  but 
you  find  out  how  a  commu- 
nity pulls  together.  It's  been 
marvelous." 

Lt.  Rebecca  Dickson,  an 
assistant  Salvation  Army 
corps  officer  in  Quincy,  111., 
is  ebullient  in  her  praise  for  the  Legion. 
Dickson  helped  coordinate  the  tons  of 
supplies  and  thousands  of  dollars  in 
flood  relief  sent  by  Legionnaires  and 
others  to  stricken  cities  and  towns  in 
the  Midwest  last  year. 

"Without  organizations  like  The 
American  Legion,  we  wouldn't  be  able 
to  do  what  we're  doing,"  says  Dickson. 
"It  has  been  an  immense  help.  Without 
them,  we  couldn't  survive  or  reach  the 
number  of  people  we're  reaching." 

To  learn  how  much  one  Post  can  do, 
you  might  take  a  trip  deep  into  the 
Cajun  country  of  southern  Louisiana. 
Nestled  in  a  hamlet  of  5,000  people 
amid  the  bayous  and  sugar-cane  fields 
is  Patterson  Post  242. 

But  when  Hurricane  Andrew 
whipped  into  Louisiana  after  devastat- 
ing southern  Florida  in  1992,  Post  242 
and  its  200  members  were  there. 

The  flag  flying  in  front  of  the  Post 
that  day  tells  the  story.  Only  the  field  of 
stars  survived  Andrew's  onslaught.  The 
13  stripes,  like  the  town  and  its  envi- 
rons, were  torn,  shredded  and  left  near- 
ly unrecognizable. 

Miraculously,  the  Post  home  was 
undamaged.  That's  when  Legionnaires 
like  past  Post  Commander  Asa  Stewart 
stepped  in.  With  no  water  and  no 
power,  Post  members  still  used  their 
barbecue  and  gas  cookers  to  feed 
National  Guard  troops  and  other  rescue 
workers  for  several  days.  When  relief 
supplies  began  coming  in,  they  turned 
the  Post  into  a  relief  center. 

"We  helped  people  from  Lafayette 
to  Grand  Isle,"  recalls  Stewart.  "We 
had  approximately  seven  18-wheelers 
unloaded  here,  plus  20  or  30  smaller 
trucks.  We  shipped  food,  clothing  and 
furniture  to  people  who  needed  it.  It 
was  a  24-hour  job." 

Please  turn  page 


100 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


CEREMONV  AND  DEMOCRACI 


The  legion  Meeting 


HE  MUSIC  of  laughter 
and  voices  raised  in 
greeting  reverberate  as 
men  and  women  in  blue 
and  white  caps  file  into 
the  Post  hall.  With  many, 
the  hair  under  the  caps  is 
gray;  with  some,  it  still  glows  with 
the  colors  of  youth. 

Some  lean  heavily  on  canes  or 

crutches  as  they  enter.   

Some  come  in  wheel- 
chairs. The  cacophony 
continues  as  they  find 
seats  with  their  comrades, 
all  facing  a  podium  where 
other  blue-capped  men 
and  women  —  the  Post 
officers  —  are  seated. 

On  the  podium  is  a 
microphone  and  a  gavel. 
Behind  it  is  a  large  poster 
bearing  the  words  of  the 
Preamble  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  The  American 
Legion. 

Suddenly,  the  Post 
Commander  raps  the  gavel 
three  times  and  all  stand  at 
attention. 

The  silence  is  punctu- 
ated by  the  sound  of  marching  boots 
on  the  wooden  floor.  From  the  back 
of  the  hall,  a  uniformed  color  guard 
steps  smartly  forward  bearing  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  and  The 
American  Legion  banner.  Comes  the 
command,  "Hand  salute." 

The  guard  stands  the  Colors  in 
place,  the  American  Flag  on  the  left, 
the  Legion  banner  on  the  right.  With 
the  guard  at  attention,  the  men  and 
women  face  the  flag  with  caps  in 
their  right  hands  held  over  their 
hearts.  They  bow  their  heads  as  the 
chaplain  offers  prayer.  Still  standing 
with  caps  pressed  to  their  hearts, 
they  recite  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

After  the  guard  has  been  dis- 
missed, the  men  and  women  begin 
the  Preamble  to  The  American 
Legion  Constitution  —  "For  God 
and  Country,  we  associate  ourselves 


Like  our  system  of 
government  Post 
meetings  oren't 
olwoys  perfect.  But 
tiiey  wori<. 


k 


HAND  SALUTE!— Leg/onna/re  Jack  Stoakes  of  Cleveland 
Post  469  gives  Old  Glory  a  salute  as  a  Post  meeting  ends. 


together  for  the  following  purpos- 
es...". 

On  an  empty  chair  in  the  center 
of  the  podium,  a  black  and  white 
POW/MIA  banner  is  draped 
solemnly  over  an  empty  chair. 

Another  Post  meeting  of  The 
American  Legion  is  in  session. 

Sophisticates  might  view  this 
unabashed  patriotism  as  corny  or 
old-fashioned. 

But  the  men  and  women  here  feel 
no  cause  for  apology.  They  have 
worn  the  uniform  in  time  of  war, 
witnessed  battle  in  all  its  horror, 
bled  for  this  nation's  flag  or  seen  the 
shadow  of  death  steal  across  the 
faces  of  friends. 

They  will  show  their  patriotism 
over  and  over  again  during  the 
course  of  the  meeting.  One  by  one, 
the  chairmen  and  chairwomen  of  the 


Post's  committees  on  children  and 
youth,  Americanism,  membership 
and  others  will  take  the  podium  to 
make  their  reports.  One  by  one,  they 
will  stop  along  the  way  to  offer  a 
crisp  salute  to  the  flag. 

Members  then  will  learn  about 
the  financial  strength  of  the  Post; 
how  much  money  is  available  for 
charity;  the  number  of  schoolchild- 

  ren  visited  to  hear  the 

Legion  message  of  "God 
and  Country";  or  matters 
as  routine  as  a  broken 
satellite  dish  or  as  note- 
worthy as  a  plan  to  raise 
funds  to  bring  a  replica  of 
the  Vietnam  Veterans' 
Memorial  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

This  is  the  Legion  story 
being  told  and  retold  in 
meetings  conducted  every- 
where —  in  Posts  so  small 
that  the  Commander  has  to 
double  as  Chaplain,  or 
Posts  so  large  that  the 
meeting  room  is  cav- 
ernous. They  may  speak 
with  a  Yankee  twang  or  a 
Southern  drawl.  They  may 
worship  in  a  hundred  different 
churches,  temples  or  synagogues 
and  hold  a  thousand  opinions  about 
the  issues  of  the  day.  But  the  unwa- 
vering respect  for  their  nation  and 
its  flag  is  constant. 

Yet,  the  Legion  meeting  is 
democracy  in  action  —  in  all  its 
willful,  raucous,  disputative,  quar- 
relsome, contrary  and  often  head- 
strong beauty.  There  are  no  auto- 
matic rubber  stamps  by  the  rank  and 
file  on  what  Post  officers  say.  When 
the  floor  is  opened  to  new  business, 
the  officers  on  the  podium  some- 
times find  themselves  on  the  busi- 
ness end  of  some  old-fashioned 
American  dissension. 

It  may  be  a  member  of  a  Michi- 
gan Post  who  argues  unsuccessfully 
that  his  Post  should  not  devote  much 
Please  turn  to  page  169 


SEPTEMBER  1994 


101 


In  fact,  the  Post  home  was  closed  to 
ordinary  Legion  activities  for  two 
months  as  supplies,  Legion  grants  and 
food  were  distributed  and  federal  emer- 
gency grant  applications  filled  out. 

Past  Department  Auxiliary  President 
Cindy  Newton  of  Post  47,  Ponchatoula, 
came  down  with  her  daughter,  Kathy, 
now  state  Junior  Auxiliary  President,  to 
help  unload  a  semi-truck  full  of  relief 
supplies  sent  from  Legion  National 
Headquarters  in  Indianapolis. 

"We  thought  we  would  never  see 
the  end  of  that  big,  old  semi,"  recalls 
Newton.  "We  didn't  think  there  would 
be  enough  room  for  all  the  stuff  they 
had  sent.  It  was  unreal.  We  had  at  least 
30  to  35  people  unloading  that  truck, 
but  it  took  us  four  or  five  hours." 

Legionnaires  at  Post  242  saw  that  it 
all  got  to  the  right  place.  "This  old  hall, 
we  had  it  set  up  like  a  department 
store,"  Stewart  says.  "We  had  all  the 
clothes  laid  out,  shoes,  suits  and  coats, 
furniture.  Everything  was  laid  out  and 
sized.  We  fed  and  served  the  veterans 
first,  then  everyone  else." 

Patterson  resident  Donald  Wood  had 
joined  the  Legion  just  weeks  before 
Andrew  hit  and  destroyed  his  trailer. 
He  said  Stewart  hunted  him  down  to 
tell  him  how  to  sign  up  for  aid. 

"In  my  case,  the  Legion  aid  made  up 
for  the  week  of  work  that  I  missed,"  he 
recalls.  "But  I  saw  families 
here  that  lost  everything.  It 
made  me  feel  good  that  I  was 
a  member,  seeing  what  The 
American  Legion  was  doing 
for  the  community." 

AND  A  LOT  MORE 

"Some  people  think  all  we  do  at  the 
Legion  is  sit  around  and  drink  beer," 
says  Post  Commander  Fred  Rich  of 
Post  147,  Odessa,  Fla.  "Don't  get  me 
wrong,  we  like  to  have  fun.  But  that's 
not  what  The  American  Legion  is  all 
about.  There's  a  lot  more  to  it  than 
that." 

More,  like  the  $115,376  spent  on 
community  service  or  donated  to  chari- 
ty by  Post  21  in  Tipton,  Ga.,  last  year. 
The  Post  gave  $25,000  to  complete  a 
new  field  house  for  the  high  school 
football  team  —  a  structure  that  now 
bears  the  Legion  name.  All  that  without 
a  bar  to  raise  money. 

More,  like  the  $65,167.89  spent  on 
community  service  and  the  $5,461 
donated  outright  to  charities  by  Post 
183  in  Parkville,  Md.,  last  year. 

More,  like  the  $27,000  donated  to 
charities  by  Post  235  in  Fort  Walton 


Beach,  Fla.,  where  Post  mem- 
bers also  logged  4,700  hours  of 
voluntary  community  services 
and  drove  6,300  miles  to  per- 
form them. 

Then  there  is  the  $85,000  in  charita- 
ble donations  made  by  Post  207  in 
Trenton,  Maine,  over  the  past  year  and 
a  half. 

And  the  parenting  seminars  spon- 
sored by  Post  543  in  Red  Lion,  Pa.  In 
four  six-week  seminars 
held  each  year,  the  Post 
brings  in  experts  to  teach 
parents  of  both  toddlers 
and  teens  how  to  be  better, 
more  effective  parents. 

The  program  has  drawn 
raves  from  the  students, 
parents  and  the  school  district.  The  Post 
charges  $11  for  seminar  materials,  but 
the  money  is  refunded  when  the  course 
is  completed.  Auxiliary  members 
cheerfully  baby-sit  while  mom  and  pop 
are  in  class. 

"Our  belief  at  Post  543  is  that  if  the 
Legion  organization  wants  to  memori- 
alize the  veterans  of  our  wars,  the 
greatest  memorial  they  could  erect 
would  be  to  improve  the  homes  of  the 
American  families,"  says  Legionnaire 
Raymond  Smith.  "Without  good  homes 
and  good  families,  this  country  would 
not  have  the  strength  it  needs." 

BIG  POSTS,  BIG  HELP 

Strength  is  one  thing  the  Legion's 
largest  Posts  have  plenty  of,  and  with 
members  ranging  in  the  several  hun- 
dreds or  thousands,  they  put  it  to  good 
use  in  their  communities. 


NEW  START— 

Post  147  of  Odessa, 
Fla.,  built  a  halfway 
house  in  Tampa 
to  help  rehabilitate 
first-time  offenders. 


Take  a  trip  to 
Wauseon,  Ohio,  to  get 
an  idea  of  what  a  large 
American  Legion  Post 
can  do.  The  tidy  and 
prosperous  farming  community  sits 
about  midway  between  Toledo  and  the 
Indiana  border,  just  off  Exit  3  of  the 
Ohio  turnpike. 

To  see  it  for  the  first  time  is  to  be 
almost  transported  back  to  a  simpler 
time  —  an  age  where  everyone  seems 
to  know  everyone  else  by  name,  where 
folks  don't  lock  their  cars,  where  the 
drive-in  movie  is  the  place  to  be  on  Sat- 
urday night  and  the  churches,  on  Sun- 
day morning. 

The  time  is  last  year's  Labor  Day 
weekend,  early  on  Saturday  morning. 
On  the  outskirts  of  town,  in  a  large  park 
that  had  been  com  fields  not  too  long 
ago,  work  is  nearly  complete  on  a 
$250,000  community  shelter  house  that 
will  bear  The  American  Legion  name. 
The  building  was  made  possible 
because  of  a  $50,000  donation  by  the 
town's  Post  265. 

The  shelter  house  includes  an  indoor 
meeting  area  for  clubs  and  a  spacious, 
covered  area  with  a  recessed  concrete 
floor  that  will  double  as  a  picnic  area  in 
summer  and  an  ice  rink  in  winter. 

"This  will  just  be  great  for  the  kids," 
says  past  Post  Commander  Clifford 
Rashley  as  he  stands  in  front  of  the 
nearly  completed  structure.  He  points 
to  a  steep  hill  about  80  yards  away. 
"That's  man-made,"  he  says.  "Part  of 
the  same  project;  it's  for  sledding.  The 
kids  will  love  that." 

Please  turn  page 
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''Electric"  Train  Sets 


Full  1-year 
money-back  guarantee. 

As  part  of  a  nationwide  publicity  campaign,  a  multi- 
million  dollar  New  York  firm  will  give  away  its 
fantastic  set  of  battery-operated  electric  trains — 
the  nationally  advertised  TRANS-AMERICAN 
GOLDEN  EAGLE  FLYER™— for  the  astonishing 
price  of  only  $5  each  to  the  first  10,000  who 
respond. 

Each  set  includes  an  independently  battery-powered, 
tum-of-the-century  style  locomotive — ^pulling  a  coal 
tender,  boxcar  and  caboose.  Also  included  are  8 
sections  of  modular  tracks  and  a  dual-position  lever- 
switch  that  shunts  the  entire  train  from  track  to 
track  and  from  curve  to  straightaway. 

Easy  finger  action.  Able  to  run  continuously  from 
noon  to  midnight  (a  full  12  hours)  on  just  one 
ordinary  alkaline  "A A"  flashlight  battery  (not 
included).  For  ages  3  and  up. 

SORRY-we  reserve  right  to  limit  6  sets  per  address 
at  this  price.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment. 
Full  one  year  money-back  guarantee  excluding 
shipping  and  handling  charges.  We  reserve  right  to 
extend  time  and  quantity  guarantee.  Hurry! 


Includes  barn,  stone  walls,  fences,  wind  mill,  horses, 
cows,  sheep,  chickens,  pigs,  geese,  rabbits,  goat, 
farmer,  wife,  daughter.  50  pieces  in  all! 


□  Yes,  send  (how  many)  

"GOLDEN  EAGLE"  Electric  Train  Set(s) 
for  only  $5  each. 


(R44300) 


SPECIAL 
BONUS 


Farmland  Set— Over  50  pieces, 
only  $3  per  set  (how  many)  

(R46620) 


Add  $2.75  shipping  &  handling. 

In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax.  Tax  $  . 

Total  enclosed  $  . 

Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge  to 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below.) 

Card#  

Exp.  Date  (Mo)  . 
Mr/Mrs 

Ms/Miss   

Address   

City/State/Zip  .. 


(Yr) 


(R46630-01) 


MAIL  TO: 


RBM  Ltd.,  Train  Set,  Dept.  570-294 
Box  256,  Jericho,  NY  11753 


Downtown  stands  the  newly  com- 
pleted Veterans'  Memorial.  Built  with 
the  help  of  a  $6,000  donation  from  Post 
265  in  1992,  the  memorial  is  the  first  in 
Fulton  County  to  honor  residents  who 
gave  their  lives  in  the  world  wars, 
Korea  and  Vietnam. 

Just  north  of  town,  at  the  Fulton 
County  Fairgrounds,  it  is  just  after  9 
a.m.  and  the  first  full  day  of  the  annual 
agricultural  fair  is  getting  underway. 
Fairgoers  the  night  before  saw  the 
Legion  —  along  with  other  county  vet- 
erans' groups  —  perform  the  flag-rais- 
ing ceremony  to  open  the  annual  cele- 
bration of  cows,  carnival  rides  and 
cotton  candy. 

But  the  Legion's  involvement  is  far 
from  over. 

At  the  center  of  the  midway,  dozens 
of  dedicated  veterans  have  been  at 
work  since  before  sunrise  in  and 
around  a  covered  pavilion. 

hi  seven  giant  cast-iron  kettles,  the 
veterans  —  all  members  of  the  Legion 
or  other  veterans'  groups  —  are  prepar- 
ing what  many  say  there  is  no  such 
thing  —  a  free  lunch. 

hi  the  kettles  just  outside  the  pavil- 
ion, 200  pounds  of  dried  beans  are  sim- 
mering with  100  pounds  of  ham  and 
more  than  60  loaves  of  bread  are  being 
prepared,  hiside,  tables  are  set  up  with 
the  necessary  condiments.  Coffee,  ice 
tea,  milk,  juice  and  soft  drinks 
are  available. 

All  of  this  is  an  annual  tra- 
dition in  these  parts.  It  is 
called  the  Fulton  County 
United  Veterans'  Bean  Feed, 
and  it  has  been  going  on  for 
as  long  as  any  one  can 
remember. 

The  purpose  is  simple:  a  free  lunch 
and  plenty  of  fellowship  for  any  veter- 
an who  wants  it.  The  fair  lets  veterans 
in  free  that  day  and  these  volunteers  see 
that  they  don't  go  away  hungry. 

The  lunch  will  start  at  1 1  a.m.  By 
1 1 :30,  the  line  of  hungry  veterans  will 
extend  all  the  way  down  the  midway. 

Before  it's  over,  more  than  1,200 
veterans  will  have  been  fed,  "along 
with  a  few  ringers,"  one  Legion  volun- 
teer laughs. 

But  the  bean  feed  is  still  90  minutes 
off,  and  another  piece  of  Post  265 's 
generosity  remains  to  be  recognized 
this  morning.  At  the  south  end  of  the 
midway  is  a  small  landscaped  park 
with  bench  space  for  perhaps  20  weary 
fairgoers  to  rest  in  the  shade  of  tower- 
ing oak  trees.  In  the  center  of  the  little 
oasis  is  a  water  fountain  with  a  plaque 


bearing  the  emblem  of  The 
American  Legion. 

The  rest  area  was  built  with 
part  of  a  $20,000  donation  by 
Post  265,  the  remainder  having 
gone  toward  the  purchase  of  more  land 
for  the  fairgrounds. 

In  the  sharp  sunlight  filtering 
through  the  trees,  Post  Judge  Advocate 
DeFord  R.  Schwall  reads  the  dedication 
speech. 

"Perhaps  more  than  any 
institution,"  he  says,  "The 
American  Legion  is. ..a 
microcosm  of  the  very 
United  States  that  it  con- 
stantly serves." 

The  words  are  apropos, 
perhaps  as  much  for  the 
speaker  as  the  subject  of  his  speech. 
For  55  years  ago,  Schwall,  now  a  suc- 
cessful attomey-tumed-businessman  in 
his  seventh  decade,  was  awarded  — 
courtesy  of  Post  265  —  a  trip  to  what 
was  then  a  new  Legion  program 
designed  to  teach  America's  boys  how 
the  nation's  government  works.  He  was 
just  the  second  boy  from  Wauseon  ever 
to  attend  Boys  State. 

SMALL  PACKAGES 

Like  Wauseon,  a  great  many  of  the 
Posts  that  have  been  mentioned  are 
large.  But  small  Posts  also  can  do  plen- 
ty to  help  their  communities.  Take  Post 
416  of  Lowes  Grove,  N.C.,  for  exam- 
ple. Membership  there  barely  edges 
into  three  figures  each  year.  The  Post 
has  no  bar,  restaurant  or  bingo. 

Nonetheless,  Post  416  maintains  a 
growing  inventory  of  more  than 


These  students  in 
Enfiporia,  Kan., 
learn  Flag  respect 
from  the  Post  5 
Flag  Etiquette  Team. 


$40,000  in  medical 
equipment  that  it  lends 
to  anyone  in  its  commu- 
nity who  needs  it. 

The  inventory  in- 
cludes electric  and  manual-powered 
hospital  beds,  wheelchairs,  a  wheel- 
chair lift,  crutches,  walkers,  IV  equip- 
ment, portable  toilets  and  automatic 
breathing  equipment. 

Without  the  traditional  funding 
sources,  how  can  Post  416  afford  it? 
The  answer  is  simple:  peanuts,  millions 
of  them.  Post  volunteers  buy,  cook, 
pack  and  sell  more  than  four  tons  of 
North  Carolina  peanuts  each  year.  They 
then  turn  around  and  use  the  profits  to 
fund  Post  activities,  including  the  med- 
ical equipment-lending  program. 

Post  Adjutant  Carl  Riddle  Jr.  laughs 
when  he  thinks  back  about  how  they 
got  started  in  the  business.  "It  was  1969 
and  we  had  a  Post  commander  at  the 
time  who  told  us  we  could  make 
money  selling  peanuts,"  Riddle  recalls. 
"I  was  the  only  idiot  in  the  whole 
crowd  that  said  it  wouldn't  work." 

So  the  program  was  started  all  with 
a  loan  of  $90  for  peanuts  and  jars. 

"He  said  we'd  make  $1,200  by  the 
end  of  the  year,"  Riddle  says.  "At  the 
end  of  the  period,  we'd  made  $1,200 
and  a  nickel." 

Today,  using  a  specially  designed 
commercial  kitchen,  buying  peanuts  by 
the  ton  and  jars  by  the  gross,  the  Post 
makes  up  to  10  times  that  much,  Riddle 
says,  depending  "on  the  price  of  raw 
peanuts  and  how  many  ballgames  are 
on." 

Please  turn  page 
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MYllrVITAMlilPilES" 


FAMOUS  BRAND 

SODA  CAN  SAFE 


TOP  UNSCREWS 


Police  Say  This  CANADA  DRY 
Can  Could  Well  Be  Your  Best 
Protection  Against  Burglars! 

When  burglars  break  in,  they  spend  only  enough 
time  to  grab  money  or  valuables  in  obvious  places. 
That  is  why  Police  consider  this  clever  SODA  CAN 
SAFE,  a  great  idea.  Mix  it  in  with  other  soft  drinks 
in  your  refrigerator,  or  on  your  pantry  shelves.  This 
special  CAN  SAFE  has  been  designed  with  a  screw 
on  top  to  provide  a  very  secret  compartment, 
which  will  hold  your  extra  cash,  and  many  pieces 
of  jewelry  safely.  And  even  though  similar  CAN 
SAFES  sell  for  $  19.95  or  more ...  This  one  is  yours 


FREE  WITH  EVERY  ORDER 


FREE  with  any  order.  Just  check  the  box  on  the 
Order  Form  and  add  $2.50  for  handling. 
This  Offer  Expires  Sept.  30,  1994 

May  Never  Be  Repeated!  J 


They're  probably  lower  than  you  dreamed  possible — especially  if  you 
have  been  buying  in  the  store. 

But  that's  only  half  the  story.  Most  important,  you'll  also  love  our  high 
quality  and  the  personal  attention  you  get.  Send  in  your  order  today  LEE  NUTRITION 
while  these  low  prices  are  in  force. 


VITAMINS 

BY  MAIL  FROM 


"NIACIN 

TIME  RELEASE  SOO  MG.  TABLETS 
^00  >|  50  250  FOR  8.00 
^TABS  *f      500  FOR  15.00 

Ask  your  Doctor  about  the  possible 
Cholesterol  lowering  benelits  of 
NIACIN  »si«'3 


BETA-CAROTENE 

CAPSULES  100  FOR  2.95 
25,000  lU  250  FOR  6.75 
PRO-VITAMIN  A  500  FOR  12.75 


i  Special  0(fa 

I        500  MG. 

I  VITAMIN 
I 


with  Rose  Hips 

LIMIT 
ONE  OF  ANY  SIZE 
TO  A  FAMILY 


c 


100  DAY 
SUPPLY 


991 


□  500  for  4.85 1 

□  1000  for  8.95' 

OFFER  EXPIRES  I 

9/30/94    MAIL  COUPON  WITH  ORDERS 


CALCIUM  600 

PLUS  VITAMIN  O 

Each  tablet  contains  1 500  Mg  ot  Calcium  Carbon 
ate  which  suppifes  600  mg  oi  eiemeniai  calcium 
Oius  125  I  u  ot  Vitamin  0  to  help  Calcium 
absofbtion  Same  potency  as  CALTRATE™  600 
plus  Vitamin  D  selling  at  $6  84  for  60  tablets  Our 
prices - 

60  TABLETS  3.00    120  TABLETS  4.50 
240  TABLETS  8.00  #5059it 


Enjoy  3  Nuthtlous  M«a(a  on  The 

GRAPEFRUIT  DIET  PILL 

PLAN  AND  LOSE  WEIGHT  FAST 

Contains  one  o(  ttie  strongest  diet  aids 
available  without  prescription  Includes 
mcxJern  etfective  diet  plan  that  lets  you 
en|oy  3  delicious  meals  and  snacks 
everyday  as  you  lose  weight  #51409 
90  roR  2.98  250  for  6.00  soo  for  9.85 


X^peeid  0((ei- 

I  400  UNIT 

!  VITAMIN 

I  CAPSULES 

_  LIMIT 

I  ONE  OF  ANY  SIZE 

■  TO  A  FAMILY 


E 


69M 


30  DAY 

SUPPLY  WW  I 
□  100  for  1.79  ■ 

  □  500  for  8.49  | 

OFFER  EXPIRES  □  1 000  for  15.95  | 

9/30/94    MAIL  COUPON  WITH  ORDER  ■ 


19  GR.  1200  mg  HI-POTENCY  | 

LECITHIN  I 


VITAMIN  A  CREME 

FOR     ,r)|-xiMr>l  \      2  OZ  FOR 

SKIN  (RETINOL)  »6.50 

^NO  PRESCRIPTION  REQUIRED  »6006i 


CARE., 


THE  MOST  WANTED  POTENCY 

,  .5I359T  nixxn 

[250  MG.  CAPSULES  1500  MG.  CAPSULES 

100  lof     250  lor      I       50  lor     100  lor 

$2.89  $6.25  I  $2.75  $4.95 


Chelated 

ZINC 

15  MG  TABLETS 

TABLETS  790 
1.000  for  $6.50 


•  5I7«T 

9  Vltil  Minerals 

Multi- 
Minerals 

100  QQC 

TABLETS  30 
500  FOR  $4.50 


HIGH-FIBER 

FIBER  TABLETS 

combines  the  6 
highest  fiber 
sources  in 
every  tablet 

150  TABS  2.49 
300  TABS  4.50 


#50ie7T  HIGH  POTENCY  #50195T 

VITAMIN  B6 

50  MG.  Tablets  100  MG.  Tablets 
100for99e  100  for  2.19 
500  for  4.39  500  for  9.79 


Pure  -  ^ 

Lecithin  . 
granules 

1  Lb.  2  Lbs. 

3.75  5.95 


•  5I565T 

HERBAL 

UXATIVE 
100  -lis 

TABLETS  I 
SOO  FOR  4.95 


•  50M5 

BONE 
MEAL 

TABLETS 

TABLETS  3«J 
500  tor  S3  95 
1,000  lor  S6  75 


•S0021 

VITAMIN 

A  &  D 

TABLETS 
(5000A,  400D) 
1 0O  for  S9« 
500  for  2.85 
1000  for  4.95 


•  503I0T 
SOO  MO 

BEE 
POLLEN 
TABS 

100  tor  2'' 9 
500  for  $8.50 


•  50390 

BORON 

FOR  BETTER 
UTILIZATION 
OF  CALCIUM 

90  TABS -1.95 
180  TABS-3.50 


CRANBERRYcAPSULES 

Equal  to  1132  MG  of  cranberry  juice 
Has  been  found  to  favor  urinary  tract 

m  FOR  $2.49  'Iso  for  $5.29 


HIGH  FIBER 

BRAN 

500  MG  Tablets 
100  for  69C 
500  for  $2.99 


ACIDOPHILUS 

CAPSULES 

100  for  1.79 
500  for  8.75 


MULTI-CAL 

TABLETS 
100  For  .950 
500  For  3.75 


»50e23T 

COD  LIVER 
OIL  CAPS 

100 

CAPS  1  ''^ 
500  Caps  $4.99 


HERBAL 
DIURETIC 


BREWER'S 
YEAST 

7Vi  GRAIN 
TABLETS 

Tablets  I" 
1,000  for  $3.98 


500  mg  Tablets 

L-LYSINE 

100  »250 
300  '6^5 


IRON 
TABS 

100—1.49 
500—5.49 


»51425T 

VITAMINS  FOR 

HAIR  CARE 

l5fppT  5995 


•5l9r9T 

PAPAYA 
PAPAIN 

DIGESTANT 
100 
TABLETS 


79* 

500  for  3.29 


•  52183T 

SELENIUM 

100  MCG. 
TABLETS 

100 
TABS 
500  tor  $7.99 


•  52274T 

Therapeutic 
with  Minerals 

same  potency,  same 
formula  as  Squit)t)s 
Theraqran-M® 

100  $198 

TABLETS  I 

500  tor  $9.49 


•  506a2T 

SENTRO 

VITES 

witti  minerals 
comparable  to 
CENTRUM 
at  one  third 
the  pnce 
130  Tabtots  2.9« 


OYSTER 
CALCIUM 

TABLETS 

COMPARABLE  TO 
OSCAL-  »50625 
2iO  mg  wiin  Vil  0 

100  FOR  1.50 
SOO  mo  #50633 
100  FOB  2  75 


100-B  COMPLEX 

100  MG  EACH  OF  B-1.  B-2,  B-6  NIA- 
CINAMIDE, CHOLINE,  INOSITOL,  PAN- 
TOTHENIC ACID  &  PABA,  100  MCG 
EACH  OF  B-12  BIOTIN  &  FOLIC  ACID 

IOo'ta'bS  $5.49  200  TABS  $9.99 

"KEY  4"  TABS 

KELP,  VITAMIN  B6,  LECITHIN 
&  CIDER  VINEGAR 

Highest  Quality  usisapT 
Only  ttie  low  price  is  different 

100  for  79«  500  for  2.99 


Four  Protectors  in  One  Sottgel  Capsule 

"ANTl-OWANT  FORMULA" 

NUTRITIONAL  PROTECTORS 

#51888   30lor^3.95   60for^7.25  120forM2.50 

* 5004 7 

ALFALFA 

Tablets 

TABLETS  59* 
1  000  tablets  $3.95 

#51326T 

GARLIC 
OIL 

CAPSULES 

Capsules  79c 
500  tor  J3.19 

#5I011T 
DOLOMITE 
TABLETS 

Laboratory  tested 
100  cn^t. 
TABLETS  OyP 
1,000  tor  S3  89 

CHROMIUM  PICOLINATE 

200  MCG  TABLETS 
100-4.89  200-8.89 

OAT 
BRAN 

FIGHTS 
CHOLESTEROL 

*51916T 

CEREAL 

1  lb, -1.85 
3  lbs  -4.65 
6  lbs  -8.95 

*51920 

TABLETS 

100-1.10 
500-4.75 
1000-8.50 

GINKGO  BILOBA 

60  MG  CAPSULES 
30-7.49       *5i338  60-13.99 

jf^     . .  .  Improves  the  digestibility 
l_  _  ^  „ ot  beans...and  broccoli,  cabbage. 
OCalllJ  cauliflower  and  foods  made  with 
DROPS                    wnote  grains  and  more. 

*50280      ^5  serving  size  .55  II.  oz.  $8.95 

POTASSIUM  ^  25 
GLUCONATE  soTJiroo 

595  MG  «OT50    1.000  lor  S9.50 


1     PRICES  IN  THIS  AD  GOOD  UNTIL  SEPT  30,  1994  | 

'  MASTERCARD.  VISA  and 

MAIL  YOUR  ORDER  TO 

Lee  Nutrition 

290  l\^AIN  ST  B456 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02142 


MIRACURE 
ANTIFUNGAL 

TOE  &  FINGER 
TREATMENT 

•64113 

1  OZ.  S5" 


$225 


INDIVIDUAL  B-VITAMIN  Tablets 


VITAMIN  B1 
■NIACIN 
NIACINAMIDE 
FOLIC  ACID 
BIOTIN 
CHOLINE 
PANTO  ACID 
PABA 


100  mg. 
100  mg. 
100  mg. 
400  meg. 
300  meg, 
250  mg. 
100  mg. 
100  mg. 


#51046T 

#51789 

#51839 

#51284 

.#50351 

#50773 

#50617 

#519617 


100  for  SOO  lor 
$1.25  $5.50 


$1.40 
$1.00 
65C 
$1.45 
$1.65 
$1.69 
$1.00 


$4.95 
$3.85 
$2.85 
$6.50 
$6.95 
$5.75 
$4.50 


.^J'Natural  12" 

Brpmers  Yeast,  Lecrthin.  Alfalfa,  Kelp,  Hose 
Hips,  Whey.  Papaya.  Apple  Pectin.  Wheat  Germ. 
Dolomite.  Desiccated  Liver.  Bene  Meal 

A  dozen       250  lor  1.85 
Supptements  in  .       ■  -in 
ONE  tablet      I.OOO  'O^  3.49 

Desiccated  LIVER  Tablets 

.siu«T  7V2  GRAIN 
100  FOR  99C    I.OOO  FOR  7  50 


BALANCED  50  MG. 


B-COMPLEX 


HI-POTENCY 

"LEE-PLEX  50  MG." 

In  1  cap  daily;  50  rT>g  eacti  ot  Vit  61. 
B2.  B6.  Niacinamtde,  PantotheoK: 
AckJ.  Choltne,  Irtosrtoi.  50  mg  Para- 
Amtnotwnzotc  AckJ.  50  meg.  each  ol 
B12.  d-Btotin.  400  meg  Folk:  Acid 

100        095      250  p25 

CAPS       O         CAPS  O 

•50252T 


Hl-POTENCY 

STRESS  FORMULA 


High  Potency  B  Complex  &  Vit  C 

100    O50        250  C45 

TABS         .5Z225TTABS  O 


100  MCG. 

VITAMIN 

.50703  B-12 

100  FOB  79C 
500  FOB  3.75 


SOO  MCG. 

VITAMIN 

B-1  2*5021  IT 

100  FOR  1.8S 
SOO  FOR  7.S0 


'ALOE-VITE' 

wrih  ALOE  VERA.  Vflamins  A,  D.  E  and 
Panthenol  Relieves  skin  itching,  pain  and  irn- 
tation,  promotes  healing  #60152 

2  OZ.  TUBE-3.00  2  FOR  5.00 


DISCOVER  cards  accAptttd 
Pleas*  prinl  card  number  arKt 
expiration  date  on  separate 
pteca  ol  paper  We  reserve  the 

nght  to  limit  quantities 
U,S,A  ORDERS  ONLY, 


NAME  OF  PRODUCT 


Shipping  charge 


Handling  charge  lor  Soda  Can  Safe 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


TOTAL  AMOUNT 


$2,50 


$2,50 


TO  FAX  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  ORDER 
DIAL  1-617-661-6259 


FREE 
SODA 
CAN 
SAFE 


Just  check  this  box,  add  $2,50f0f  handling 

□ and  mail  your  order  by  Sept.  30,  1994, 
We'll  include  your  FREE  Soda  Can  Safe 
y»ith  any  order.  ITEM  #867506 


PRINT  NAME 


"A  lot  of  Posts  would  like  to  know 
how  we  do  this  and  how  we  make  the 
money  off  it,  but  we  don't  tell  'em," 
peanut  committeeman  Carson  Rich 
says  with  a  sly  country  smile.  "It's  a 
military  secret." 

The  medical  equipment  program, 
however,  is  no  secret,  and  the  Post  tries 
to  keep  it  that  way.  "We  purchase  this 
equipment  for  people  in  this  area  who 
need  it,  for  as  long  as  they  need  it,  on  a 
no-charge  basis,"  Riddle  says.  "We 
have  no  restrictions.  They  don't  have  to 
be  a  Legion  member.  They  don't  even 
have  to  be  a  veteran.  The  only  require- 
ment is  need." 

He  estimates  the  Post  has  saved  the 
people  of  the  area  between  $40,000  and 
$50,000  in  rental  fees  alone. 

Both  programs  have  paid  off  for  the 
Post  —  the  first  in  money,  the  second 
in  community  respect. 

"We're  proud  of  our  program,"  Rid- 
dle says.  "We're  known,"  he  laughs, 
"as  the  Peanut  Post." 

STRENGTH  IN  NUMBERS 

Of  course,  every  Post  in  the  nation 
can't  sell  peanuts.  To  get  the  most  out 
of  their  own  ideas,  many  Posts  and 
often  whole  Departments  pool  their 
resources  to  make  a  bigger  splash  with 
their  community  services. 

In  Minnesota,  the  Department  owns 
and  operates  a  summer 
camp  to  train  student  safety 
patrol  officers.  Posts  all  over 
the  state  raise  funds  to  send 
kids  there. 

In  Michigan,  Posts  col- 
lect pull  tabs  from  beer  and 
soft  drink  cans,  sell  them  as 
scrap  and  use  the  money  to  buy  med- 
ical equipment  for  hospitals  and  ambu- 
lance services. 

The  average  price  of  the  equipment 
they  purchase  is  $2,500.  When  you 
consider  that  there  are  about  700  tabs  to 
the  pound  and  a  pound  brings  in  a  little 
over  30  cents.  Well,  that's  about  5.6 
million  tabs  for  each  piece  of  equip- 
ment. The  Department  has  made  about 
20  such  purchases  to  date. 

People  all  over  the  state  are 
involved.  "There  was  a  fourth-grade 
class  and  the  teacher  wanted  to  show 
the  kids  what  a  million  of  something 
looked  like.  So  they  collected  a  million 
tabs  for  us,"  says  Department  Adjutant 
Hugh  Hess.  "This  has  involved  just 
about  everyone,  not  just  folks  in  The 
American  Legion." 

In  Georgia,  the  Department  runs  a 
research  foundation  that  donates  the 


interest  on  $200,000  in  princi- 
pal each  year  to  state  hospitals. 

Says  Robert  A.  Wellman,  a 
past  Department  Commander 
who  runs  the  program:  "We've 
given  Decatur  VA  Hospital  about 
$40,000  in  the  last  eight  to  10  years. 
We've  given  Emory  Hospital  over 
$50,000  for  cancer  research.  It's  a  real 
fine  program,  and  we're  hoping  to 
drive  the  fund  up  to  $1  mil- 
lion." 

The  42  Legion  Posts  in 
the  Detroit  Association  raise 
money  to  send  3,500  needy 
kids  to  the  Shrine  Circus 
each  year,  giving  them  both 
a  day  at  the  circus  and  soft 
drinks,  popcorn  and  ice  cream  to  help 
them  enjoy  the  show. 

The  Posts  and  the  District  ensure  the 
kids  have  transportation  —  either  from 
the  schools  or  the  Legion  — and  even 
provide  special  accommodations  for 
handicapped  kids,  including  signers  for 
the  deaf  and  people  to  describe  the 
action  for  the  blind. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  fun  that  day,"  says 
Gloria  Licari,  an  Auxiliary  member  and 
the  Detroit  Association  secretary. 

Six  Posts  in  the  Cleveland  area  have 
teamed  up  for  53  years  to  benefit  chil- 
dren. Posts  469,  438,  339  in  Cleveland, 
703  in  Parma,  610  in  Brookpark  and 
309  in  Maple  Heights  have  been  the 
mainstays  of  Camp  Cheerful,  a  summer 
camp  for  kids  with  physical,  medical  or 
.sensory  disabilities. 

The  Legionnaires  serve  as  the  car- 
penters, plumbers,  electricians,  painters, 


Greenbelt,  Md., 
"helps  keep 
Greenbelt  a 
community,"  says 
the  mayor. 


roofers,  builders,  grounds- 
keepers  and  general 
maintenance  men  and 
women  for  the  camp. 
All  year  long  they  raise 
money  to  see  that  kids  who  can't  afford 
to  go  have  the  money  to  enjoy  the 
camp  along  with  those  who  can. 

"In  building  the  buildings,  in  the 
upkeep,  in  the  money  for  campers,  the 
Legion  has  donated  literally  thousands 
and  thousands  of  dollars  and  thousands 
of  hours,"  says  David  Mable,  the  camp 
director. 

For  overall  coordinated  effort,  it 
would  be  tough  to  top  the  dedication  of 
the  hundreds  of  Posts  and  thousands  of 
Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  in 
Indiana  and  Oklahoma.  Volunteers  in 
those  states  work  year  round  to  bright- 
en the  lives  of  kids  at  two  homes  for 
orphaned,  abused  or  unwanted  chil- 
dren. 

The  two  facilities  are  the  Indiana 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Children's  Home 
in  Knightstown,  Ind.,  and  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Children's  Home  in  Ponca 
City,  Okla. 

The  first  is  run  by  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, the  second  by  the  Legion  Depart- 
ment of  Oklahoma.  But  at  both,  it  is 
The  American  Legion  family  that  pro- 
vides birthday  and  Christmas  gifts. 
Thanksgiving  feasts,  extra  supplies, 
entertainment,  weekend  excursions  and 
a  home-away-from-the-home  for  the 
kids  who  so  desperately  need  it. 

"The  Legion  has  been  involved  for 
more  than  50  years,  in  an  ancillary  way 
Please  turn  page 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


A  Legendary  Collection  From 
Our  Proudest  Days! 


Homecoming 


On  Records,  Tapes  & 
Compact  Discs 


Star  Dust  Artie  Shaw  •  Moonlight  Cocktail 

Glenn  Miller  w/Ray  Eberle  &  The  Modemaires  • 
Paper  Doll  Mills  Brothers  •  I  Don't  Want  To 
Walk  Without  You  Harry  James  w/Helen 
Forrest  •  On  The  Sunny  Side  Of  The  Street  • 
Tonimy  Dorsey  •  I  Can't  Begin  To  Tell  You 
Bing  Crosby  w/Carmen  Cavallaro  •  I'll  Be  With 
You  In  Apple  Blossom  Time  Andrews  Sisters  • 
Together  Helen  Forrest  &  Dick  Haymes  •  All  Or 
Nothing  At  All  Frank  Sinatra  w/Harry  James  • 
Rumors  Are  Flying  Frankie  Carle  •  Is  You  Is 
Or  Is  You  Ain't  (Ma'  Baby)  Bing  Crosby  &  The 
Andrews  Sisters  •  There  Goes  That  Song  Again 
Russ  Morgan  •  Shoo  Fly  Pie  And  Apple  Pan 
Dowdy  Dinah  Shore  •  Who  Wouldn't  Love  You 
Kay  Kyser  w/Trudy  &  Harry  Babbitt  •  Jersey 
Bounce  Benny  Goodman  •  You  Made  Me  Love 
You  Harry  James  •  Candy  Johnny  Mercer, 
Jo  Stafford  &  The  Pied  Pipers  •  Straighten  Up 
And  Fly  Right  Nat  "King"  Cole  •  Amor  Andy 
Russell  •  On  The  Atchison,  Topeka  And  The 
Santa  Fe  Johnny  Mercer  •  Till  Then  Mills 
Brothers  •  We  Three  (My  Echo,  My  Shadow, 
And  Mc)  The  Ink  Spots  •  My  Heart  Tells  Me 
Glen  Gray  &  The  Casa  Loma  Orchestra  •  Dream 
The  Pied  Pipers  •  Long  Ago  And  Far  Away 
Helen  Forrest  &  Dick  Haymes  •  Amapola  Jimmy 
Dorsey  w/Bob  Eberly  &  Helen  O'Connell  • 
Dolores  Tommy  Dorsey  w/Frank  Sinatra  &  The 
Pied  Pipers  •  Frencsi  Artie  Shaw  •  Twilight 
Time  Three  Suns  •  I  Hear  A  Rhapsody  Charlie 
Barnett  w/Bob  Carroll  •  A  String  Of  Pearls 
Glenn  Miller  •  God  Bless  America  Kate  Smith  • 
If  I  Loved  You  Perry  Como  •  Symphony  Freddy 
Martin  w/Clyde  Rogers  •  Tangerine  Jimmy 
Dorsey  w/Bob  Eberly  &  Helen  O'Connell  • 
Sunday,  Monday  Or  Always  Bing  Crosby  • 
Blues  In  The  Night  Woody  Herman  •  I'll  Be 
Home  For  Christmas  Bing  Crosby  •  Cocktails 
For  Two  Spike  Jones  •  Racing  With  The  Moon 
Vaughn  Monroe  •  I  Dream  Of  You  Tommy 
Dorsey  w/Freddy  Stewart  •  I  Had  The  Craziest 
Dream  Harry  James  •  One  Dozen  Roses  Dick 
Jergens  •  Bell  Bottom  Trousers  Tony  Pastor 
w/Ruth  McCollough  •  (I've  Got  A  Gal  In) 
Kalamazoo  Glenn  Miller  w/Marion  Hutton  & 
The  Modemaires 


1945 


45 


Original  Hit  Recordings  by 
the  Great  Stars  of  That  Golden  Era 

It  was  one  of  the  greatest  moments  in  our  history  ...  a  time  of 
celebration  and  joy  ...  of  family  reunions  and  love  ever  after. 
And  it  was  the  golden  age  of  America's  popular  music  ...  the  Hit 
Parade  ...  the  bobby  soxers  ...  and  all  the  great  men  of  our 
Armed  Forces  who  came  marching  home  to  the  sounds  from 
America's  bandstands  ...  The  Andrews  Sisters  promising  that  I'll 
Be  With  You  In  Apple  Blossom  Time  ...  Glenn  Miller's  I've 
Got  A  Gal  In  Kalamazoo  ...  and  the  song  on  everyone's  lips 
as  the  lights  came  on  again,  Together  sung  by  Dick  Haymes 
and  Helen  Forrest  ...  the  very  special  melodies  and  words  that 
were  a  part  of  our  lives  and  still  are. 

Every  soldier,  sailor  and  marine  who  endured  the  time  of 
separation  from  loved  ones  will  remember  the  thrill  of  that  first 
homecoming  embrace.  It  was  a  moment  that  will  live  forever  in 
our  hearts  and  in  the  music  that  helped  keep  the  home  fires 
burning  ...  in  such  songs  as  Long  Ago  And  Far  Away  sung  so 
beautifully  by  Bob  Eberly  and  Helen  O'Connell  ...  All  Or 
Nothing  At  All  by  Harry  James  and  Frank  Sinatra  ...  Kate 
Smith's  immortal  rendition  of  God  Bless  America  ...  Benny 
Goodman's  famous  Jersey  Bounce  ...  Paper  Doll  and  Till 
Then  by  The  Mills  Brothers  ...  and  the  great  Artie  Shaw's  unfor- 
gettable Star  Dust.  Here  are  45  original  classics  that  will  rekin- 
dle your  warmest  memories  of  that  precious  era  when  America's 
boys  came  home.  It  is  a  collection  you  will  cherish  and  enjoy  for 
years  to  come.  Not  available  in  any  store. 


OUR  GUARANTEE:  If  for  any  reason  you  are  not  100%  satisfied 
with  your  purcliase,  you  may  return  it  within  30  days  for  a 
complete  refund.  So  order  with  confidence! 


NOT  IN  STORES!  MAIL  COUPON  TODAY! 
,  NO  RISK  COUPON  

The  Good  Music  Record  Co.,  Dept.  050591  ©  Good  Music  Record  Co.,  Inc.  ' 
P.O.  Box  1782,  Ridgely,  MD  21681-1782 

YES  please  rush  me  HOMECOMING  1945  collection.  1  understand  that  1  may  return  the 
albums  for  any  reason  whatsoever  and  receive  a  full  refund.  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 
order  payable  to  Good  Music  Record  Co.  NY  &  MD  residents  please  add  local  sales  tax. 

D  3  Cassettes  D  2  Compact  Discs         D  4  Records 

$19.95  (#111617)  $24.95  (#111625)  $21.95  (#111633) 

(Enclose  $3.50  for  mailing  and  handling  per  item.)  Signature  

□  Check  Enclosed  □  VISA   □  MASTERCARD   □  DISCOVER 

Acct  No.  Exp.  Date  

Name  

Address  

City  


State 


Zip_ 


to  enhance  the  lives  of  our  stu- 
dents," says  Bob  Mohnar,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Knightstown  home. 
"I  don't  think  we  could  do  half  of 
what  we  do  now  either  socially  or 
educationally  without  the  help  of 
the  veterans." 

At  the  Oklahoma  facility,  of 
course,  the  Legion  does  even  more. 
The  Department  provides  the  $1.3 
million  annual  operating  budget. 

But  in  each  facility,  it  is  the 
Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units 
that  make  the  difference. 

At  both,  each  child  is  sponsored 
by  at  least  one  Legion  Post  or  Aux- 
iliary Unit.  Most  are  sponsored  by 
two  or  three.  The  kids  get  to  know 
their  sponsors  and  the  Legiormaires 
get  to  know  and  love  their  kids. 

Sponsorship  money  buys  every- 
thing from  clothes  to  school  needs, 
transportation,  birthday  and  Christ- 
mas presents  and  things  as  esoteric 
as  piano  lessons.  At  Ponca  City, 
the  sponsors  give  each  of  their  kids 
$50  and  take  them  shopping  to  buy 
Christmas  presents  for  loved  ones. 

"It's  an  ongoing  thing  all  year 
long,"  says  Bertha  Thompson, 
Indiana  Auxiliary  President.  "The 
sponsors  bake  cookies  and  candy 
all  year.  They  add  color  to  an  otherwise 
sterile  environment." 

At  both,  there  is  an  annual  carnival 
where  the  Legion  family  meets  with  the 
kids.  At  Knightstown,  Posts  bring 
rides,  games,  gift  booths,  food  and  bev- 
erage stands  and  all  the  other  accouter- 
ments  of  a  carnival.  Each  kid  gets  $10 
to  spend  from  the  sponsoring  Post  or 
Unit  and  individual  Legionnaires  gen- 
erally wind  up  tripling  that  amount. 

When  it's  all  over,  the 
Legionnaires  add  up  what 
they  took  in  —  most  of  it 
out  of  their  own  pockets  — 
and  donate  it  to  the  school. 

"They  will  generate 
probably     $15,000  to 
$18,000  on  Legion  Day 
each  year,"  says  Mohnar,  who  esti- 
mates that  total  Legion  donations 
"probably  come  to  the  tune  of  close  to 
$100,000  a  year." 

"I  heard  someone  say  it  takes  two 
weeks  to  calm  the  kids  down  after," 
laughs  Ann  Fisher,  chairwoman  of  the 
Knightstown  Home  Foundation,  a 
Legion-Auxiliary  group. 

In  Ponca  City,  there's  another  plus 
that  the  Legion  provides  for  the  kids. 
"Every  kid  that  graduates  gets  an  inter- 
est-free loan  for  college,"  says  Ken 


Adams 
facility. 


of  the  Oklahoma 


WINGED  HONOR— 

Post  161  of  Arvada, 
Colo.,  donated  a 
$26,000  bronze 
eagle  to  top  a 
veterans'  memorial. 


A  LEGION  IN  SPORTS 

When  anyone  discusses  Legion  pro- 
grams that  benefit  youth,  American 
Legion  baseball  is  usually  the  first  that 
springs  to  mind.  And  rightly  so,  for  in 
1993  nearly  $15  million  was  spent  by 
Posts  to  sponsor  4,404  baseball  teams 
and  other  sports. 

But  in  baseball  or  in  other 
sports,  there  are  always  Posts 
that  go  that  one  step  beyond 
the  call  of  duty. 

Witness  Post  38  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  Members  of  Post 
38  don't  sponsor  just  one 
baseball  team.  They  sponsor 

93. 

In  fact.  Post  38  runs  just  about  all 
organized  baseball  in  Baton  Rouge  — 
about  93  teams  comprising  nearly 
1 ,700  kids  ranging  in  age  from  9  to  18. 

And  they've  been  doing  it  for  66 
years  now. 

"We  buy  more  baseballs  than  any 
other  organization  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana,"  boasts  Legionnaire  R.E. 
"Bob"  Waltman,  league  finance  chair- 
man and  a  former  league  commission- 
er. 


"Our  budget  ranges  between 
$150,000  to  $175,000  a  year," 
Waltman  says.  "We  estimate  we 
save  the  city  about  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  a  year,  because  the 
league  is  all  voluntary." 

At  the  end  of  each  season,  mem- 
bers of  the  Post  play  host  to  an 
awards  banquet,  usually  attended 
by  600  or  more  parents  and  play- 
ers. They  present  awards  ranging 
from  T-shirts  to  watches  to  Legion 
jackets  and,  to  the  best  four  student 
athletes,  scholarships  to  any 
Louisiana  college  or  university. 

"We  get  amazing  community 
support,  and  it  only  happens 
because  parents  know  that  the  pro- 
gram is  wholesome,"  says  Post 
Commander  Joseph  DiVincenti. 

If  Baton  Rouge  is  the  hotbed  of 
baseball,  then  Hutchinson,  Kan., 
must  be  the  heartland  of  basketball, 
or  at  least  all  that's  played  in 
America's  junior  colleges. 

For  the  past  45  years,  the  tiny 
city  just  northwest  of 
Wichita  has  been  host  to 
the  National  Junior  Col- 
lege Basketball  Tourna- 
ment (NJCAA),  thanks 
almost  entirely  to  Hutchin- 
son Post  68. 

In  1949,  when  the  tour- 
nament was  struggling  and 
the  National  Junior  College  Basketball 
Association  was  trying  to  fmd  a  perma- 
nent home.  Post  68  made  a  daring 
move.  It  decided  to  bring  it  to  Hutchin- 
son by  putting  up  a  $5,000  guarantee 
—  a  big  gamble  in  those  days,  says 
Legionnaire  Tom  Westfall,  the  tourna- 
ment commissioner. 

It  paid  off,  and  has  been  growing 
ever  since.  Volunteers  from  Post  68  — 
more  than  200  strong  every  year  —  sell 
tickets,  direct  cars  into  the  parking 
areas,  serve  as  ushers  and  hosts,  sell 
souvenirs,  line  up  half-time  entertain- 
ment, statisticians,  timekeepers  and  ref- 
erees. And,  as  always,  raise  the  flag  and 
lead  in  singing  the  national  anthem. 

"There's  a  lot  of  dedication,"  West- 
fall  says.  "These  people  take  a  week  of 
vacation  so  they  can  work  at  the  tour- 
nament. But  they  don't  consider  it 
work.  They  just  think  it's  the  greatest 
thing  in  the  world  to  be  involved  in." 

Now  held  in  a  7,600-seat  arena,  the 
five-day,  16-team,  26-game  tournament 
is  an  overwhelming  success  story  each 
March. 

It  is  an  event  that  helps  everyone. 

Please  turn  page 
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CAR  BRUSH  LEAVES 

A  DEEP  SILICONE  SHINE 

^  SIMPLY  BRUSH  - 
AUTOMATICALLY  POLISHES 


Why 
pay 
$30.00? 

It's  like  getting  a  professional  shine  instantly! 
Gives  Dirty,  Dingy  Cars  a  Deep  Luster  in  Just  Minutes 

•  No  Effort  •  No  Watering 
•  No  Waxing  •  No  Scratching 
It's  Easy  &  Fast! 


Our  advanced  design  Car  Care  Brush  contains 
unique  formulation  of  cleaning  and  polishing  agents 
right  on  the  brush.  This  is  no  ordinary  brush.  It  effec- 
tively attracts  dirt  and  grime  like  a  magnet,  replacing  it 
with  a  brilliant  showroom  silicone  shine.  Eliminates  the 
need  to  use  harsh  detergents,  car  waxes,  or  even 
water.  All  you  do  is  simply  wipe  your  car  clean  with 
our  non-abrasive,  amazing  brush.  It  automatically 
applies  our  special  cleaning  and  polishing  agents 
simultaneously  leaving  behind  a  deep  silicone  shine 
which  protects  your  car's  finish.  Results:  It  takes  just 
minutes  for  your  car  to  look  like  new. 

foEER  CREEK  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  M427 
'  3038  NW  25th  Ave.  Pompano  Beach  FL.  33069 
'  Comes  with  a  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 
I  □  One  Car  Care  Brush  only  $4.95  plus  $1 .50 


shipping  and  handling 
□  Two  Car  Care  Brushes  only  $8.95  plus  $2.50 


'  Name 
I 


Address 


I  City  . 
j_State_ 


EAn-PIERCiNG  105  DSCI8EL  SiRSN 


Legal  In  All  50  States 


Why  pay 
$19.95 


CAN  BE  HEARD  V2  MILE  AWAY 

Police  departments  and  crime  experts  all  agree 
that  the  safest,  most  effective  deterrent  to  crime  is 
a  deafening  alarm  siren.  But  the  best  thing  is  it 
works  from  a  safe,  secure  distance;  and  unlike 
mace,  if  you're  not  sure  there  is  danger  why  take 
any  chances.  Simply  turn  the  switch  on  -  no  one  gets  hurt  and 
you  have  the  security  of  knowing  that  help  is  quickly  on  the 
way.  It's  a  non-violent  method  that  really  works.  For  added 
security,  it  comes  with  an  easy-to-use  illuminating  flashlight. 
Easily  fits  in  your  hand.  Comes  with  a  convenient  carrying 
strap  -  emits  a  loud,  shrieking  sound  instantly  protecting  you 
from  suspicious  looking  characters,  as  well  as  vicious  dogs. 
It's  a  small  price  to  pay  for  personal  round-the-clock  protec- 
tion. Takes  2  AA  batteries,  (not  included) 


Quickly  Scares 
intruders  Away 

n)¥ER"cREEirp"R6DUCTS,7NC.~e"t."M42^       —  —  — . 

'  3038  N.W.  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach  FL.  33069 

Comes  with  a  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

□  One  105  Decibel  Siren  only  $8.95  plus  $2.50  shipping 

□  Two  105  Decibel  Sirens  only  $16.95  plus  $4.00 

Name   

Address  

City   

State  Zip  


The  city  gets  an  estimated  $1  million 
injection  of  revenue  into  its  hotels, 
restaurants  and  other  businesses.  The 
NJCAA  gets  a  large  influx  of  cash  for 
its  athletic  programs  from  ticket  sales. 
The  fans  get  five  days  of  great  basket- 
ball, and  the  Post  gets  money  from  its 
sponsor  fee  and  souvenir  sales  for  its 
other  community  activities. 

"All  of  the  things  that  the  Legion  is 
able  to  do  in  Hutchinson  kind  of  play 
off  the  high  visibility  they  get  during 
that  week  in  March,"  says  Dan  Dem- 
ing,  a  Hutchinson  city  commissioner. 
"The  good  will  that  comes  out  of  that 
tournament  gives  them  an  automatic 
high  profile  to  do  other  projects  which 
are  important  to  Hutchinson,  but  don't 
have  the  same  impact." 

The  people  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
have  reasons  to  be  grateful  to  Post  46 

—  18  of  them.  Each  of  those  reasons 
has  a  pin,  a  flag,  a  fairway  and  a  green. 
And  for  many,  there's  a  19th  reason, 
too.  There's  a  cold  beer  waiting  when 
they  are  finished  with  the  first  18. 

Post  46  gave  Marshalltown  a  golf 
course.  To  the  residents  of  this  central 
Iowa  city  of  30,000,  it  means  a  lot. 

For  Marshalltowners  who  are  not 
members  of  a  private  club.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Memorial  Golf  Course 
offers  the  opportunity  for  a  relaxing 
afternoon  on  the  links  just  a  few  blocks 
from  the  town  center.  The 
next  closest  public  course  is 
30  miles  away. 

Nearly  1,600  people  buy 
season  passes  and  play 
about  40,000  rounds  of  golf 
at  the  Legion  course  each 
year. 

"It's  good  for  the  Post  and  for  the 
community,"  says  Benny  Blank,  a  past 
Commander.  "It  brings  us  all  closer 
together." 

Many  other  Posts  throughout  the 
country  operate  recreational  facilities 
for  their  communities. 

Post  15  in  Detroit  Lakes,  Minn., 
runs  a  97-space,  lakeside  campground 
open  to  all  who  want  to  witness  the 
beauty  of  the  "Land  of  10,000  Lakes." 

Post  137  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  opens 
its  two  swimming  pools  to  just  about 
any  community  organization  that  asks 

—  groups  ranging  from  pre-schools  to 
Scouts  to  youth  sports  teams,  many  of 
which  are  also  sponsored  by  the  Post. 

Post  291  in  Newport  Beach,  Calif., 
home  to  the  only  American  Legion 
yacht  club  in  the  world,  makes  sure 
those  boats  don't  go  to  waste. 

"We  have  a  youth  sailing  program 


here  for  both  boys  and  girls," 
says  Legionnaire  John 
McDaniel,  who  is  rear  com- 
modore of  the  yacht  club. 

The  Post  even  sponsors  sail- 
ing classes  for  the  blind. 

"We  bring  about  75  blind  people 
down  and  some  of  our  members  bring 
their  sailboats.  They  do  quite  well,  all 
by  sense  of  feel  and  sense  of  the  wind 
—  even  the  sun  rays  tell  them  where 
they're  going,"  he  says. 

SPECIAL  KIDS'  PRO- 
GRAMS 

One  athletic  program  that 
benefits  handicapped  kids  is 
special  to  nearly  all  Legion- 
naires. That  is  the  Special 
Olympics.  Attend  a  meet  anywhere  in 
America  and  you'll  find  Legionnaires 
and  Auxiliary  members  volunteering  to 
make  the  events  extra  special  for  the 
kids. 

In  Wayne  County,  W.Va.,  you'll 
find  the  Special  Olympics  is  run  almost 
completely  by  Ceredo/Kenova  Post  93. 
"This  is  a  concerted  effort  by  the  Post, 
the  SAL  and  the  Auxiliary,  says 
Legionnaire  Gary  Adkins,  who  coordi- 
nates Post  help  for  the  project  and  is  the 
Legion's  state  Special  Olympics  chair- 
man. "Without  the  Post,  Special 
Olympics  as  we  know  it  would  not 
exist  in  Wayne  county,"  he  says. 

Members  of  the  Legion  family 
donate  their  time  and  raise  money  for 
350  Special  Olympians  in  the  county, 
which  earned  them  a  Point  Of  Light 
award  from  President  George  Bush  two 
years  ago. 


TREATS— For 

seven  years,  Post 
963,  Ulysses,  Pa., 
has  run  a  Halloween 
party  with  games 
and  prizes. 


But,  says  Adkins, 
"The  bottom  line  is  the 
kids  and  what  you  do  for 
them.  These  kids  de- 
serve it;  they  are  excep- 
tional athletes  as  well.  You  get  far  more 
out  of  it  than  you  put  into  it." 

SPREADING  THE  WEALTH 

Sports  programs  for  kids  play  a  big 
part  in  the  lives  of  Legionnaires  at  Post 
94  in  the  retirement  community  of  Sun 
City  West,  Ariz.  The  Post  doesn't  let  its 
lack  of  a  Post  home  slow  it  down  in 
raising  money  for  youths  in  nearby 
towns. 

They  call  it  the  Good  Neighbor  Pro- 
gram. "We  solicit  funds  from  residents 
of  Sun  City  —  we  write  letters  to  all  of 
the  homeowners  —  and  donate  money 
to  Surprise  and  El  Mirage  for  swim- 
ming, baseball,  touch  football,  field 
trips  and  weightlifting  for  the  older 
kids,"  past  Post  Commander  Mary 
Ellen  Piotrowski  says.  "Last  year,  we 
gave  them  $13,600.  This  year  we  didn't 
do  as  well  —  we  gave  $9,000." 

Post  233  in  Loganville,  Ga.,  also 
believes  in  contributing  to  children. 
Last  year  the  Post  gave  its  local  schools 
$25,200  for  such  things  as  computers, 
spelling  bees,  home  economics,  the 
honors  program,  the  middle  school 
band  and  teacher  appreciation.  The 
Post  also  kicked  in  $18,000  for  a  new 
building  for  local  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts. 

When  Rollinsford,  N.H.,  needed  a 
new  baseball  field.  Post  47  convinced  a 
local  cemetery  to  donate  unused  land 
and  the  Post  did  the  rest.  "The  little 
Please  turn  to  page  1 72 


110 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


AIR  FILTRATION 

For  those  who 
suffer  from  dust- 
related  or  allergic 
discomforts,  the 
Oreck  XL 
CELOC  Hypo- 
Allergenic 
filtfation  system 
removes  up  to 
99.7%  of  irritants 
from  the  air. 
There's  virtually 
no  after  dust. 


PRESENTING  THE  8  POUND  ORECK  XL. 
PROVEN  ON  THE  WORLD'S  MOST 
GRUELING  TESTING  GROUNDS: 

1 HOTELS,  AIRPORTS  AND  OFFICES. 
For  over  20  years  the  Oreck  XL  has  been  the  darhng  of  cleaning 
professionals  at  literally  thousands  of  hotels,  from  the  Sheraton  Plaza, 
Chicago  to  the  Omni  Royal  Orleans. 
The  reason?  It's  the  most  thoroughly  thought  out,  brilliantly  engineered 
lightweight  vacuum  ever  made. 
Pile-lifting  roller  brushes  whirling  at  6,500  RPM  professionally  groom 
your  carpet  as  they  clean. 

On  bare  floors  the  Oreck-developed  Microsweep^'^  delivers  70  million 
brush  strokes  per  minute.  The  Oreck  XL  is  the  only  upright  that 
automatically  adjusts  from  the  thickest  carpet  to  bare  floors. 
And,  unlike  conventional  uprights  which  lose  up  to  80%  of  their 
cleaning  power  while  vacuuming,  the  Oreck  XL  has  a  unique  top-fill 
design  which  provides  full  cleaning  power  all  the  time. 

A  POWERFUL  INDUCEMENT  TO  CLEAN  YOUR 
HOME  LIKE  AMERICA'S  BEST  HOTELS. 

There's  a  lot  more  to  a  room  than  bare  floors  and  carpets.  So  for 
everything  above  the  floor,  Oreck  has  invented  a  4  pound  super 
compact  canister  with  the  cleaning  power  of  a  heavy  industrial 
machine. 

Through  this  special  offer,  when  you  buy  the  8  pound  Oreck  XL  you 
get  the  compact  canister  free.  That's  a  $160  savings.  What's  more, 
we'll  let  you  try  the  Oreck  XL  in  your  home  without  obligation  for  15 
days.  If  you  don't  love  it,  you  don't  keep  it. 


For  a  free  brochure  call  toll-free 

1-800-989-4200  Ext.  66050 
Or  mall  coupon  today.  No  salesperson  will  visit. 


66050 

CORPORATION 

100  Plantation  Road,  New  Orleans,  LA  70123 

□  Yes!  I  want  to  learn  how  the  ORECK  XL  Hotel  Vacuum  can 
help  me  clean  my  home  faster,  easier  and  more  effectively.  Please 
send  me  your  FREE  information  kit,  without  cost  or  obligation. 

I  understand  I  will  receive  absolutely  FREE  a  Super  Compact 
Canister,  with  the  purchase  of  the  ORECK  XL  Hotel  Vacuum. 

□  Also  include  details  of  ORECK' s  Extended  Payment  Plan  with 
No  Interest  or  Finance  Charge. 


Name 


FREE  GIFT  WITH  PURCHASE 

Super  Compact 
Canister 

The  4-lb.  dynamo 
you've  seen  on 
TV.  The  motor's 
so  powerful  it 
liftsa  16-lb. 
bowling  ball! 
Hand-holdable  and 
comfortable.  Cleans  under 
refrigerators...  car  seats... 
books...  ceilings...  even 
typewriter,  computer  and  piano 
keys.  With  8  accessories. 
Yours  FREE  when  you 
purchase  an  ORECK 
XL  upright.  Offer 
limited,  so  act  now. 


(please  print) 


Address 


City. 


State 


-Zip  . 


Telephone(_ 


area  code 


(optional) 


HOW  THE  LEGION  WORKS 
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The  National 
Convention, 
ttie  Nationai 
Executive 
Committee  and 
12  commissions 
carry  out  tine 
membership's 
mandates. 


By  Ray  Mahon 


E 


ACH  YEAR,  some  3  mil- 
lion Legionnaires  at  nearly 
15,000  Posts  across  the 
nation  give  millions  of  dol- 
lars and  countless  hours  of 
themselves  to  support  local 
community  programs  that 
foster  a  strong  America. 
Their  impact  locally  is 
mirrored  nationally,  where  members 
of  The  American  Legion  staff  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  work  hand  in  hand 
with  the  nation's  lawmakers,  the  Sec- 
retary of  Veterans  Affairs  and  the 
President. 

Thanks  to  The  American  Legion, 
this  nation  surely  is  a  better  place  — 
for  its  children,  for  its  veterans  and 
their  families,  and  for  every  American. 

Why  is  The  American  Legion  so 
effective?  The  answer  lies  in  the  dedi- 
cation of  its  members  and  the  unity 
provided  by  the  strong  organization 
they  have  established. 

The  keystone  of  that  organization 

Ray  Mahon  is  associate  editor  of  this 
magazine. 


is  the  National  Convention 
—  the  legislative  body  of 
The  American  Legion  — 
which  is  attended  annually 
by  5,000  delegates  from 
Posts  and  Departments  throughout  the 
world.  It  is  here  where  Legion  policies 
are  voted  on  and  approved  or  disap- 
proved. And  it  is  here  that  the  dele- 
gates elect  the  National  Commander 
and  National  Vice  Commanders  for 
the  coming  year. 

Since  every  American  Legion 
action  or  position  begins  with  a  reso- 
lution, the  delegates  must  carefully 
consider  nearly  200  resolutions  that 
are  presented  annually  on  the  conven- 
tion floor.  Those  that  pass  become  the 
Legion's  mandate  for  policies,  pro- 
grams and  operations,  and  constitute 


LEADERS— The 

National  Convention 
gives  tlie  national 
commander  his 
marching  orders. 
Here,  Cmdr.  Bruce 
Thiesen  meets  with 
Sen.  Bob  Dole. 


the  congressional  legisla- 
tive priorities  for  the  year. 

Many  of  the  resolutions 
originate  from  Legion- 
naires at  the  Post  level  and 
must  work  their  way  through  District, 
County  and  Department  levels  before 
they  reach  the  convention. 

While  the  National  Convention  is 
the  legislative  or  policy-making  body 
of  The  American  Legion,  the  Legion's 
constitution  gives  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  (NEC)  sole  authority 
in  administrative  matters.  For  exam- 
ple, while  the  National  Convention 
can  set  the  amount  of  dues  Legion- 
naires must  pay,  only  the  NEC  can 
approve  the  Legion's  budget. 

The  NEC  meets  four  times  annual- 
ly —  at  National  Headquarters  in  May 
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RESOLVED— The 

National  Executive 
Committee,  witli 
representatives  from 
each  Department, 
meets  four 
times  a  year. 


and  October, 
and  immediate- 
ly before  and 
after  the  Na- 
tional Conven- 
tion. Members  of  the  NEC  are  the 
National  Commander  who  is  the  pre- 
siding officer;  the  five  National  Vice 
Commanders;  and  one  NECman  and 
one  alternate  NECman  from  each  of 
the  55  Legion  Departments.  Past 
National  Commanders  have  a  voice, 
but  not  a  vote. 

The  red-capped  NEC  members 
come  from  diverse  backgrounds,  but 
all  share  a  common  bond:  They  are 
veterans  and  they  are  community 
leaders  who  firmly  believe  in  the 
Legion  and  what  it  stands  for. 

As  directed  by  the  Legion's  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  the  NEC  also 
establishes  standing  commissions  and 
committees  to  create  programs  that 
support  Legion  policies  set  by  the 
National  Convention. 

To  help  commissions  administer 
programs,  the  National  Commander 
appoints  a  National  Adjutant  who  is 
authorized  to  hire  as  many  employees 
as  necessary  to  do  the  job.  The 
National  Adjutant's  staff  at  National 
Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  and  at 
the  Washington  Office  is  assigned  to 
divisions  aligned  with  each  of  the 
commissions. 


The  American  Legion 
has  12  standing  national 
commissions. 

Six  commissions  direct 
Legion  programs:  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation, 
Americanism,  Children  and 
Youth,  Economic,  National 
Security  and  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  other  six  direct  the 
Legion's  internal  opera- 
tions: Finance,  Internal 
Affairs,  Legislative,  Nation- 
al Convention,  Public  Rela- 
tions and  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  MAGAZINE. 


lEGIMM  COMMISSION 

Putting  The  Teeth  In  Legion  Policy 


HIS  PHYSICAL  appearance 
would  not  be  mistaken  for  that 
of  a  gladiator.  Instead  of  shin- 
ing armor,  his  attire  was  as 
sartorially  correct  —  suit, 
spats,  walking  stick  —  as  men's  fash- 
ions of  the  day  would  dictate.  But  in 
the  1920s,  '30s  and  '40s,  John 
Thomas  Taylor  was  the  Legion's  man 
on  Capitol  Hill. 

As  vice  chairman  of  the  legislative 
committee  and  as  Legislative  Director 


MONEY- 

The  Finance 
Commission,  made 
up  of  executives, 

banl<ers  and 
lawyers,  manages 
the  Legion's  assets. 


for  1 1  years,  Taylor  was 
a  champion  equal  to  the 
task  for  a  young  Ameri- 
can Legion  making  its 
debut  in  the  legislative 
arena.  He  worked  fever- 
ishly not  only  for  the  needs  of  the 
nation's  veterans  and  their  families, 
but  also  to  present  to  a  reluctant  Con- 
gress the  Legion's  position  calling  for 
establishing  an  adequate  national 
defense  for  America. 

Taylor  quickly  learned  what  repre- 
sentatives he  should  go  to  for  getting 
pro-veteran  bills  passed  in  Congress. 
He  also  knew  which  clerks  to  charm 
for  speedy  results  in  getting  his  mea- 
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sures  through  commit- 
tees. 

If  some  representative 
questioned  his  power, 
Taylor  would  notify 
Legion  Posts  in  the  rep- 


resentative's district,  and  the  next  day 
the  lawmaker  would  be  deluged  with 
telegrams  from  irate  constituents. 
Taylor's  achievements  blazed  a  trail 
for  those  who  would  succeed  him  on 
the  Legislative  Commission. 

As  the  Legion's  voice  in  Washing- 
ton, the  Legislative  Commission  and 
its  professional  staff  present  the 
Legion's  positions  and  concerns 
Continued  on  page  148 


FINANCE  Commission 

Guarding  The  Legionnaire's  Dollar 


ter  and  perpetuate  a  100  percent  Amer- 
icanism." 

From  its  origin  in  1919  to  this  day, 
the  Americanism  Commission  and  its 
division  staff  have  concentrated  on 
programs  that  achieve  a  greater  under- 
standing and  appreciation  for  the 
American  way  of  life.  Much  of  the 
emphasis  has  focused  on  programs  and 
activities  geared  to  America's  future  — 
the  nation's  youth. 

Guiding  and  challenging  America's 
youths  are  such  programs  as  Legion 
Baseball,  Junior  Shooting  Sports,  Boy 
Scouts  activities.  Education  and  School 
Awards,  Citizenship,  the  National  High 
School  Oratorical  Contest,  Boys  State 
and  Boys  Nation,  Service  to  God  and 
Country,  and  the  Flag  Education  and 
Flag  Etiquette  programs. 

Over  the  years,  the  Legion  and  the 
flag  have  become  almost  synonymous 
to  many  Americans.  With  the  full 
weight  of  the  Legion  behind  it,  the  first 
U.S.  Flag  Code  was  passed  by  Con- 
gress in  1942.  The  commission  and  its 
staff  annually  answer  about  1,600  let- 
ters and  phone  calls  on  flag  etiquette. 
And  Legionnaires  at  the  local  level  are 
leaders  in  sponsoring  Flag  Day  and 
other  patriotic  observances. 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  a 
Continued  on  page  148 


THE  NINE-MEMBER  Finance 
commission  ensures  that  the 
assets  of  The  American  Legion 
are  prudently  and  professionally 
managed  so  there  will  be  suffi- 
cient funds  available  to  carry  on  the 
many  Legion  programs  and  services. 

Other  responsibilities  of  the  com- 
mission are  to  recommend  a  national 
operating  budget  for  the  approval  of 
the  NEC  and  to  oversee  the  invest- 
ments of  the  national  organization. 
The  investment  philosophy  empha- 
sizes conservation  of  capital  with 
moderate  income  growth. 

Commission  members  —  bankers, 
lawyers  and  business  executives  — 
formally  meet  four  times  a  year,  but 
they  are  always  "on  call"  to  see  that 
the  $9  of  each  Legiormaire's  member- 
ship dues  that  goes  to  National  Head- 
quarters is  wisely  spent.  Before 
approving  a  $9,000  expenditure,  for 
example,  members  of  the  commission 
are  well  aware  that  it  will  take  the 
membership  dues  of  1,000  Legion- 
naires to  pay  for  it.  Assisting  the 
commission  is  a  National  Treasurer 
and  the  full-time  staff  of  the  Finance 
Division.  The  Treasurer  manages  the 
investment  portfolio  and  accounts  for 
every  dollar  of  income  —  and  every 
penny  spent  —  in  his  annual  report  to 
the  National  Convention. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insur- 
ance Committee,  the  National 
Emblem  Committee  and  the  Overseas 
Graves  Decoration  Trust  also  fall 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Finance 


Commission.  Although  The  American 
Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corpora- 
tion is  not  part  of  any  commission,  it 
submits  its  reports  through  the 
Finance  Commission  to  the  NEC,  as 
does  The  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation,  Inc.  □ 


AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 

Justice,  Freedom,  Democracy 


"m  yATIONS  that  have  no  Le- 
%    gionnaires  should  invent  them," 

^  Nigerian  journalist  Okey  Ifionu 
^  once  wrote.  "They  are  among 
jL  "  the  best  custodians  of  a  nation's 
most  cherished  ideals." 

Ifionu 's  statement  was  prompted  by 
what  she  saw  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  Baltimore  in  1989.  One  after 
another.  Legionnaires  addressed  the 
convention  floor,  pronouncing  their 
love  for  the  flag  while  expressing  dis- 
gust over  acts  of  flag  desecration  and 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  ruling  pro- 
tecting those  acts. 

What  Ifionu  was  also  witnessing 
was  a  reaffirmation  of  a  founding  goal 
of  the  Legion  to  promote  and  preserve 
traditional  American  values  —  "to  fos- 
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CHILDREN  &  YOUTH — The  Legion  supports  a  number  of  youth  programs  across 
America,  including  this  anti-drug  campaign  in  California. 


Children  &  YOUTH  COMMISSION 

A  Square  Deal  For  Ever/  Child 


w 


HILE  the  Americanism 
Commission  attends  to  the 
spiritual,  patriotic  and  educa- 
tional needs  of  America's 
youth,  the  Children  &  Youth 
Commission  concentrates  on  pro- 
grams that  care  for  their  physical  well- 
being.  (The  commission  was  actually 
known  as  the  National  Welfare  Com- 
mission until  May  1970,  when  it  was 
changed  by  a  resolution  at  the  NEC 
Spring  Meeting.) 

From  the  days  when  it  provided 
housing  for  hundreds  of  World  War  I 
orphans  to  today,  as  it  lobbies  for 
tougher  laws  against  child  pornogra- 
phy, the  Legion  has  initiated  or  sup- 
ported programs  that  benefit  Ameri- 
ca's children  and  youth. 

Until  World  War  II,  the  commis- 
sion's focus  was  on  children  of  veter- 
ans, but  following  the  war  the 
Legion's  efforts  expanded  to  include 
all  American  children. 

Since  1925,  the  Legion's  Tempo- 
rary Financial  Assistance  (TFA)  pro- 
gram has  been  providing  emergency 
medical,  food  and  shelter  grants  to 


SUPPORTING  SCOUTS— National  Commander  Thiesen  meets  with  Scouts  at  the 
national  Scout  Jamboree.  The  Legion  charters  about  2,500  Scout  troops  nationwide. 


needy  veterans'  families.  In  1993 
alone,  TFA  provided  more  than 
$398,000  to  veterans'  families. 

Legion  efforts  throughout  the  years 
have  led  to  the  adoption  of  child  labor 
laws,  compulsory  education  laws,  fos- 
ter-home care,  education  for  handi- 
capped children,  programs  for  juvenile 
delinquents  and  the  development  of 
kindergartens. 

At  Posts  all  over  the  country, 
Legionnaires  helped  provide  milk  and 
food  for  children  in  school  lunch  pro- 
grams in  the  '30s  and  '40s. 

The  Legion  also  pioneered  day- 
care facilities  in  the  1940s  for  children 
of  working  mothers  whose  husbands 
were  in  uniform.  During  the  same 
period,  the  Legion  helped  create  the 
American  Heart  Association,  and 
donated  money  to  the  National  Foun- 
dation for  Infantile  Paralysis,  con- 
tributing to  the  development  of  the 
Continued  on  page  148 


LEGIONNAIRES  who  served 
during  war  know  its  costs  in 
suffering  and  loss  of  life.  That  is 
why  those  who  make  it  through 
war  love  peace  so  much.  It  is 
certainly  also  why  one  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion's  founding  purposes  is  "to 
promote  peace  and  good  will  on 
earth."  From  the  beginning,  the  For- 
eign Relations  Commission  and  its 
committee  predecessors  have  believed 
that  the  best  hope  for  world  peace  lies 
in  a  strong  foreign  policy  backed  by 
strong  national  defense.  Legionnaires 
know  that  weakness  or  "peace  at  any 
price"  only  invites  attack. 

The  commission,  its  Foreign  Rela- 
tions Council  and  the  combined 
National  Security/Foreign  Relations 
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HOW  THE 

LEGION 
WORKS 


GOOD  PICKIN'— 

The  National 
Convention 
Commission 
selects  convention 
cities.  This  year  it's 
Minneapolis,  Minn 


staff  regularly  convey 
that  message  to  Congress 
and  the  President.  It  is 
their  hope  that  federal 
officials  will  heed  the 
foreign  policy  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  Legion's 
resolutions.  After  all,  those  resolu- 
tions reflect  the  sound 
advice  and  support  of  3.1 
million  Legionnaires  who 
represent  all  classes  and 
ethnic  backgrounds  with- 
in our  society.  And 
through  the  years,  the 
government  has,  indeed, 
listened. 

Since  it  began  in  1919, 
the  Legion  has  been  an  outspoken  foe 
of  communism.  It  opposed  U.S.  diplo- 
matic recognition  of  the  Soviet  Union 
in  1933  and  of  China  in  1948,  and 
continues  to  oppose  recognition  for 
Castro's  Cuba.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Legion  has  supported  extending  eco- 
nomic aid  to  countries  that  joined  the 
United  States  in  combating  the  spread 
of  communism  and  promoting  democ- 
racy. 

It  has  long  supported  the  idea  of  a 
United  Nations  composed  of  indepen- 
dent states  dedicated  to  world  peace 
and  security,  but  it  disapproves  of  the 
concept  of  a  world  government.  The 
Legion  continues  to  favor  internation- 
al cooperation  and  participation  in 
mutual  defense  pacts  such  as  NATO, 
ANZUS  and  OAS.  But,  it  believes 
such  participation  should  not  be  at  the 
expense  of  national  sovereignty.  The 
United  States,  according  to  the 
Legion,  should  retain  the  right  to  act 
Continued  on  page  150 


internal  affairs 
Commission 

Keeping  The  American  Legion  Strong 


IT  IS  NOT  by  mere  luck  or  acci- 
dent that  The  American  Legion  is 
the  largest  and  fastest  growing 
veterans'  organization  in  the 
world.  It  takes  a  well-developed 
national  and  local  membership  team 
to  recruit  thousands  of  new  members 
each  year  and  still  retain  the  old  ones. 

The  Internal  Affairs  Commission 
and  its  staff  at  National  Headquarters 
in  Indianapolis  are  constantly  seeking 


ways  to  reach  new  membership  highs 
and  ensure  the  Legion's  voice  for  vet- 
erans on  Capitol  Hill  remains  strong. 

Innovative  direct-membership 
solicitation,  renewal  programs 
through  the  mail  and  the  Paid-Up-For 
Life  membership  plan  have  been 
extremely  successful.  But  the  best 
recruiting  tool  has  always  been  the 
word-of-mouth  messages  about  the 
Legion's  accomplishments  by  local 
Legionnaires. 

Charged  with  the  Legion's  national 
membership  recruitment  programs  is 
the  Membership  and  Post  Activities 
Committee  (M&PA),  one  of  four 
committees  within  the  Internal  Affairs 
Commission.  M&PA  also  helps  estab- 
lish new  Posts  and  provides  them  with 
guidelines  on  Post  operations,  as  well 
as  planning  regional  leadership  train- 
ing seminars. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
Committee  reviews  proposed  changes 
to  the  Legion's  Constitution  and 
makes  recommendations  to  the  com- 
mission. Over  the  years,  the  commit- 
tee has  proposed  constitutional 
changes  that  opened  membership  eli- 
gibility to  new  groups  of  wartime  vet- 
erans, such  as  those  who  served  dur- 
ing Lebanon,  Grenada,  Panama  and 
the  Persian  Gulf. 

The  Resolutions  Assignment  Com- 
mittee reviews  the  hundreds  of  pro- 
posed resolutions  and  assigns  them  to 
the  appropriate  national  commission 
or  convention  committee  for  consider- 
ation. On  occasion,  resolutions  are 
submitted  that  do  not  belong  to  a  spe- 
cific commission  or  committee.  One 
Continued  on  page  152 


CONVENTION  COMMISSION 

Seft/ng  The  Scene  For  The  Annual  Meeting 


BECAUSE  of  its  size  and  the 
economic  windfall  it  brings, 
the  annual  National  Conven- 
tion of  The  American  Legion 
is  well  sought  after  by  major 
U.S.  cities.  During  an  average  Legion 
Convention,  up  to  $15  million  will  be 
spent  by  the  organization  and  individ- 
ual Legionnaires. 

Convention  host  cities  are  tenta- 
tively chosen  at  least  five  years  in 
advance.  Representatives  from  bid- 
ding cities  and  host  Legion  Depart- 
ments present  their  offers  to  the  Con- 
vention Commission,  which  submits 
its  recommendation  to  the  NEC  for 
final  approval. 

Assisting  the  commission  in  coordi- 
nating and  planning  a  Convention  is  a 
full-time  National  Convention  Director 
and  a  Convention  Corporation,  which 
is  set  up  in  the  host  city  as  early  as 
three  years  in  advance.  The  Conven- 
tion Corporation  is  made  up  of  officers 
and  a  board  of  directors.  The  president 
of  the  corporation  appoints  1 1  commit- 
tee chairmen  who  are  responsible  for 
various  Convention  events.  To  assist 
them,  the  chairmen  select  as  many  as 
400  Legionnaires  to  staff  the  commit- 
tees and  assist  at  the  Convention. 
Some  5,000  hotel  rooms  must  be 
reserved  to  house  the  12,000  Legion- 
naires, American  Legion  Auxiliary 
members  and  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  during  the  seven-day  Conven- 
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tion  period.  These  local 
volunteers,  led  by  a  Corpo- 
ration Chairman  and  the 
National  Convention  Direc- 
tor, meet  with  state  and 
local  governmental  agen- 
cies as  well  as  hotel  and  convention 
bureau  officials  to  work  out  arrange- 
ments and  service  agreements. 

The  commission  and  corporation 
also  handle  the  myriad  details 
involved  in  the  huge  Convention 
parade  in  each  host  city.  □ 


HEALING  HELP— 

One  of  the 
fundamental 
missions  of  the 
Legion  is  to  help 
veterans  in  their 
rehabilitation. 


VETERANS  AFFAIRS  & 

Rehabiliwion  Commission 

A  Helping  Hand  For  Veterans 
Ana  Their  Families 


THE  CORNERSTONE  of  the 
Legion's  service  to  the  nation's 
veterans  is  the  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  (VA&R) 
Commission.  Armed  with 
Legion  mandates  and  guided  by  the 
commission,  the  VA&R  staff  at  the 
Legion's  Washington  Office  continu- 
ally petitions  Congress  and  VA. 

Its  staffers  testify  before  congres- 
sional committees  frequently,  work 
with  Capitol  Hill  experts  writing  laws 
and  are  in  daily  contact  with  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  —  all 
to  ensure  that  the  government  keeps 
its  promise  to  veterans. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Legion, 
the  commission  and  its  staff  were  a 
driving  force  in  the  battles  to  establish 
a  federal  agency  to  deal  with  the 


many  problems  of  veterans 
returning  from  World  War 
I.  The  veterans  had  served 
their  country  well  and  they 
needed  help  —  vocational 
rehabilitation,  education, 
social  and  economic  readjustment, 
compensation  and  pensions,  medical 
care  and  assistance  for  their  depen- 
dents and  survivors.  The  work  of  the 
VA&R  Commission  helped  lay  the 
foundation  for  what  became  the  fore- 
runner of  the  Veterans  Administra- 
tion, now  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs. 

But  it  was  two  decades  later  when 
the  Legion  VA&R  program  produced 
one  of  the  Legion's  greatest  contribu- 
tions to  veterans.  The  Legion  was  the 
chief  author  of  the  1944  Servicemen's 
Readjustment  Act,  better  known  as 
the  GI  Bill  (See  Page  62).  The  land- 
mark legislation,  written  by  a  five- 
man  Legion  committee,  improved  VA 
medical  care,  established  job-training 
programs,  guaranteed  home  loans  and 
enabled  thousands  of  WWII  veterans 
to  go  to  college. 

The  commission's  role  as  advocate 
for  veterans  has  not  diminished  over 
the  years.  In  the  1950s,  when  there 
were  heavy  pressures  on  Congress  to 
dismantle  the  VA  system.  Legion- 
naires were  able  to  thwart  those 
efforts  and,  instead,  successfully  lob- 
bied for  improved  programs  and  ser- 
vices for  Korean  War  veterans. 

VA&R  has  also  walked  the  point 
for  Vietnam  veterans.  The  Legion  was 
a  forerunner  in  urging  the  government 
to  recognize  that  many  veterans  were 
Continued  on  page  150 


NAFIONAI  SECURin 
COMMISSION 

A  Strong  Defense  To  Deter  Aggression 


AT  THE  first  National  Conven- 
tion in  1919,  the  Legion's 
Committee  on  Military  Policy 
—  forerunner  of  today's 
National  Security  Commission 
—  made  it  clear  that  one  of  the  found- 
ing goals  of  the  new  organization 
would  be  a  strong  national  defense. 

Passed  at  the  convention  were  res- 
olutions that  supported  universal  mili- 
tary training  and  called  for  a  small 
regular  military  force  and  a  citizens' 
army  composed  of  an  organized 
Reserve  and  National  Guard. 

Since  then.  The  American  Legion 
has  remained  a  guiding  force  in  shap- 
ing national  security  policies  that  keep 
America  strong. 

The  National  Security  Commission 
today  supervises  a  permanent  division 
staff  in  Washington,  D.C.  Because  of 
their  overlapping  responsibilities,  the 
National  Security  Commission  and 
the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  are 
served  by  the  same  division  staff.  The 
1970  merger  has  enabled  the  Legion 
to  speak  with  a  unified  voice  on  both 
topics  before  congressional  commit- 
tees and  other  federal  agencies. 

Assisting  the  commission  and  its 
staff  are  the  National  Security  Council 
and  six  committees:  Aerospace, 
Defense/Civil  Preparedness,  Law  and 
Order,  Merchant  Marine,  Military 
Affairs  and  Naval  Affairs. 

The  commission  also  encourages 
Legionnaires  and  Posts  to  participate 
in  four  programs  that  contribute 
strength  and  stability  to  the  nation  at 
the  grassroots  level.  They  are  the 
Blood  Donor  Program,  the  ROTC  and 
JROTC  Awards  Program,  Support 
Law  Enforcement  Program  and  the 
Red  Cross  Cooperation  Program. 

In  November  and  December  each 
year  the  Legion  conducts  its  Holiday 
Blood  Donor  Drive.  But  Legionnaires 
and  members  of  the  Auxiliary  also 
participate  in  other  local  blood  drives 
throughout  the  year.  Legion  volun- 
teers annually  donate  nearly  120,000 
pints,  making  The  American  Legion 
the  largest  blood  donor  organization 
in  the  country.  Several  Posts  also  are 
Continued  on  page  150 
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Economic  Commission 

Jobs  For  Veterans 


SERVING  veterans'  economic 
needs  —  especially  finding  them 
jobs  —  has  always  been  a  Legion 
goal.  As  early  as  1921,  Legion 
volunteers  serving  with  the 
American  Legion  National  Employ- 
ment Commission  helped  some 
200,000  WWI  comrades  find  jobs. 

Today,  "Jobs  for  Veterans"  contin- 
ues to  be  the  guiding  principle  of  the 
Economic  Commission, 
which  was  created  in 
1947  to  help  GIs  return- 
ing from  World  War  IL 

Over  the  past  46  years, 
members  of  the  Econom- 
ic Commission  and  its 
division  staff  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  have  backed 
employment  and  re- 
employment legislation  for  veterans, 
pushed  for  enactment  of  veterans'  pref- 
erence in  federal  employment  and 
argued  for  special  job  programs  for  the 
disabled  and  older  workers.  In  1983 
alone,  more  than  20,000  unemployed 
Vietnam  and  Korean  War  veterans 
found  jobs,  thanks  to  Legion-backed 
"Jobs  For  Veterans"  programs  passed 
by  Congress. 

And,  of  course,  one  of  the  Legion's 
greatest  achievements  —  the  GI  Bill  of 
Rights  —  allowed  thousands  of  veter- 


INFO  NETWORK 

The  Public 
Relations  Division 
spreads  the  word  of 
the  Legion's  good 
works  to  national 
and  local  media. 


WORKING  FOR  JOBS— The  Legion 
runs  employment  programs  for  ser- 
vice members  and  veterans. 


ans  to  buy  homes  and  secure 
their  economic  future  by 
receiving  a  college  education. 
Legion  spokesmen  argued  success- 
fully for  extension  of  the  home-loan 
program  in  1956;  fought  attempts  to 
curtail  veterans  preference  hiring  poli- 
cies; and,  in  1969,  got  Legion  liaison 
officers  appointed  to  Small  Business 
Administration  (SBA)  offices  through- 
out the  country  to  help  veterans  inter- 
ested in  starting  a  business. 

In  1980,  the  Economic  Commission 
was  successful  in  getting  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  to  name  an  assistant  sec- 
retary of  labor  for  veterans'  employ- 
ment. A  year  later,  the  Legion 
recommended  that  the  SBA  appoint  a 
Veterans  Task  Force  to  find  out  what 
was  needed  to  help  veterans  start  their 
own  businesses.  As  a  result,  25  percent 
of  all  SBA  lending  money  now  goes  to 
veterans,  and  there  have  been  numer- 
ous SBA  seminars  aimed  at  helping 
veterans  —  most  of  them  sponsored  by 
Legion  Posts. 

As  the  Vietnam  War  was  drawing 
to  a  close  in  the  early  1970s,  Legion 
efforts  in  finding  jobs  for  returning 
veterans  were  so  noteworthy  that  the 
Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committee 
unanimously  adopted  a  resolution 
commending  the  Legion  and  the  Eco- 
nomic Commission  for  their  help.  Typ- 
ical of  these  efforts  were  "job  fairs" 
held  by  Posts  to  bring  veterans  and 
potential  employers  together. 

Each  year  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion, the  Economic  Commission  pre- 
sents national  awards  to  a  small,  medi- 
Continued  on  page  152 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 

Jelling  The  American  Legion  Story 


A LEGION  Post  provides  scholar- 
ships for  local  students. 
Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  prepare 
meals  for  victims  of  a  disaster. 
A  Legion  Department  Service 
Officer  helps  a  veteran  get  VA  med- 
ical care  for  a  service-connected  ail- 
ment. 

Selfless  acts  such  as  these  by 
Legionnaires  often  go  unnoticed  all 
over  the  nation. 

It  is  the  chief  job  of  the  Public 
Relations  Commission  to  bring  the 
good  works  of  the  Legion  and  its 
members  to  the  public's  attention. 
The  commission,  its  Chairman,  the 
Director  of  the  Public  Relations  Divi- 
sion and  his  staff  in  Indianapolis, 
working  in  cooperation  with  a  Media 
Relations  Manager  in  the  Washington 
Office,  steadily  feed  the  nation's 
media  —  TV  and  radio  stations, 
newspapers  and  magazines  —  with 
information  about  the  Legion's  pro- 
grams and  contributions  to  veterans, 
children  and  youth,  and  their  commu- 
nities in  general. 

But  the  commission  admits  it  can- 
not succeed  without  the  volunteer 
grassroots  efforts  of  Legion  Post  and 
Department  Public  Relations  Chair- 
men. It  is  through  their  efforts  that  the 
Legion's  story  can  best  be  told.  The 
commission,  however,  offers  guid- 
ance and  technical  support  through  its 
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PAGE  PROOF— 

THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  MAGAZINE 

is  the  1 9th  largest 
in  the  country, 
with  3.1  million 
readers. 


division  staff  and  the  National  Ameri- 
can Legion  Press  Association,  com- 
posed of  editors  and  public  relations 
volunteers  at  the  Post  and  Department 
levels. 

The  Public  Relations  Division  and 
the  Media  Relations  Office  in  Wash- 
ington also  respond  to  queries  from 
the  news  media,  prepare  slide  shows 
and  videos,  promote  the  programs  of 
other  divisions  of  The  American 
Legion  and  write  speeches  for  nation- 
al officers.  □ 


Magazine  Commission 

Mirroring  Legion  Service  To 
God  And  Country 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGA- 
ZINE is  the  main  channel  of 
communications  between  the 
national  organization  and  its  3.1 
million  members. 
Under  the  guidance  of  the  Maga- 
zine Commission  and  its  Chairman, 


the  Magazine  Division  publishes  arti- 
cles that  promote  the  growth  of  Amer- 
ican Legion  programs,  reports  about 
issues  of  importance  to  The  American 
Legion,  informs  members 
about  Legion  policy 
objectives,  and  instills 
pride  in  being  a  veteran 
and  a  member  of  The 
American  Legion.  A  re- 
cent readership  survey 
showed  that  virtually  all 
Legionnaires  read  their 
magazine  each  month. 
The  average  reader  spends  almost  an 
hour  with  each  issue,  making  it  the 
fourth  most  read  monthly  in  America, 
according  to  Mediamark  Research 
Inc. 

According  to  the  Audit  Bureau  of 
Circulations,  the  magazine,  with  3.1 
million  circulation,  ranks  19th  of  145 
leading  U.S.  magazines  in  total  paid 
circulation.  Its  total  gross  revenue  is 
$16  million  annually. 

It  has  a  reputation  as  a  highly  pro- 
fessional general-interest  magazine  — 
one  that  Legion  founders  envisioned 
at  the  1 926  National  Convention  when 
they  said  the  magazine  "shall  be  built 
into  an  institution  of  public  service  — 
not  alone  for  The  American  Legion, 
but  for  all  Americans  —  which  shall 
be  one  of  the  enduring  monuments  of 
this  organization."  □ 


NATIONAL  EMBLEM  SALES 

The  Legion's  Store 


LEGIONNAIRES,  members  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
and  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  each  year  buy  more  than 
$6  million  worth  of  emblematic 
and  patriotic  items  from  National 
Emblem  Sales  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Of  the  more  than  2  million  items 
bought  annually,  flags  are  the  most 
popular.  In  any  given  year,  members 
of  the  Legion  family  buy  some 
300,000  flags,  making  The  American 
Legion  one  of  the  largest  —  if  not  the 
largest  —  distributor  of  U.S.  flags  in 
the  world.  The  second  most  popular 
item?  The  Legion  cap,  which  Emblem 
Sales  sells  at  cost  to  encourage  every 
Legionnaire  to  have  one  for  wear  at 
Legion  meetings  and  patriotic  obser- 
vances. □ 


MERCHANDISE  PARADISE— E/nb/em  Sales  offers  a  variety  of  Legion-related 
products,  from  pins  to  pennants,  from  ties  to  T-shirts. 
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EGIONNAIRES  visiting 
Indianapolis  have  a  stand- 
ing invitation  to  tour  Na- 
tional Headquarters.  "After 
all,  it's  your  building," 
says  National  Commander 
Bruce  Thiesen. 

The  four-story  building 
is  located  at  700  North 
Pennsylvania  Street,  on  The  American 
Legion  Mall  in  the  heart  of  Indiana's 
capital.  Completed  in  1950  by  the  state, 
the  building  was  turned  over  to  the 
Legion  after  the  original  headquarters 
building  across  the  mall  became  too 
small  for  the  fast-growing  organization. 
The  original  building  now  houses  the 
National  Auxiliary  and  Department  of 
Indiana  offices. 

Bringing  the  Legion's  headquarters 
to  Indianapolis  is  credited  to  the  politi- 
cal savvy  of  three  Indiana  Legion- 
naires: National  Executive  Committee- 


FRONT  DOOR— /n  1950,  Indiana  built  the 
four-story  headquarters  building  for  the 
Legion,  which  leases  it  from  the  state. 


man  Dr.  T.  Victor  Keene,  and  business- 
men Robert  L.  Moorhead  and  Walter 
Myers.  At  the  first  National  Conven- 
tion in  Minneapolis  in  1919,  the  three 
engaged  in  a  tug  of  war  with  represen- 
tatives from  Minneapolis,  Tucson  and 
other  cities  to  find  a  home  for  the 
Legion.  After  debate  and  two  votes, 
the  three  men  convinced  convention 
delegates  to  make  Indianapolis  the 
headquarters. 

The  headquarters  houses  the  offices 
of  the  National  Commander,  National 
Adjutant,  National  Judge  Advocate, 
National  Treasurer  and  six  divisions: 
Americanism,  Children  &  Youth,  Inter- 
nal Affairs,  Public  Relations,  Finance, 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 
and  Emblem  Sales. 

The  National  Library  and  the  Emil 
A.  Blackmore  Museum  are  on  the 
fourth  floor,  as  is  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  (NEC)  meeting  hall, 


120 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


WASHINGTON  OFFICE— Located  near 
the  lYh/te  House,  the  Legion-owned  build- 
ing is  the  hub  of  legislative  activities. 


which  resembles  the  U.S.  Senate  cham- 
bers. There  the  NEC  holds  its  Fall  and 
Spring  meetings.  On  exhibit  on  the 
third  floor  is  the  original  draft  of  the  GI 
Bill  of  Rights,  which  was  written  by 
The  American  Legion  in  1944. 

With  the  advent  of  the  computer 
age,  more  space  was  needed  to  serve 
the  needs  of  Legionnaires.  So  the 
National  Headquarters  rents  office 
space  on  Indianapolis'  northside  for  its 
Management  Information  Services 
Division  and  HP  Direct,  the  Legion's 
direct  mail  and  fulfillment  subsidiary. 

To  keep  tabs  on  the  nation's  capitol, 
the  Legion  owns  a  Washington,  D.C., 
office  for  its  Legislative,  National 
Security/Foreign  Relations,  Economic, 
and  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
divisions.  Located  two  blocks  from  the 
White  House,  it  was  dedicated  in  1951 
by  President  Truman,  a  long-time 
Legionnedre.  □ 


MUSEUM  &  MIS— Headquarters  houses 
the  Emit  A.  Blackmore  Museum,  inset.  On 
Indianapolis'  northside  is  the  Legion's 
Management  Information  Services  (MIS). 
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How  THE  LEGION  HELPS 


IN  TIMES  OF  NEED 


Through  its  myriad  programs  of  assistance, 
the  Legion  reaches  out  to  heip  veterans, 
their  famiiies,  the  nation's  chiidren  and  the  country 
every  day  of  the  year 


HOPE— Legion 
Posts  opened 
their  doors  to 
feed  and  iiouse 
IVIidwest  victims 
of  the  Great 
Flood  of  '93. 


A 


GRANDMOTHER 
called  the  Legion  after 
her  daughter  and  son-in- 
law  were  sent  to  the  Per- 
sian Gulf,  leaving  her 
with  their  six-month-old 
baby.  She  had  no  money 
for  food,  baby  supplies 
or  furniture.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion's  Temporary  Financial 
Assistance  program  gave  the  grand- 
mother $300  to  tide  her  over  until  the 
parents'  allotment  checks  arrived. 

The  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and 
surrounding  waters  rose  to  engulf  Post 
318  of  Parkville,  Mo.  Through  a  grant 
provided  by  the  Legion's  National 
Emergency  Fund,  the  Post  was  able  to 
turn  back  the  tide  of  devastation  and 
begin  to  rebuild. 

America's  children  with  Crohn's 
disea.se  and  ulcerative  colitis  learn  to 
better  cope  with  (heir  afflications, 
thanks  to  the  book,  Living  with  IBD, 


which  was  funded  through  the  Legion's 
Child  Welfare  Foundation. 

These  are  just  three  examples  of 
how  the  Legion  helps  veterans,  their 
families,  the  nation's  children  and  the 
country  every  day  of  the  year.  This  help 
comes  from  such  programs  as: 

National  Emergency  Fund,  After 
Hurricane  Hugo  struck  the  East  Coast 
and  a  powerful  earthquake  shook  the 
West  Coast  in  1989,  the  National  Exec- 
utive Committee  unanimously  ap- 
proved Resolution  30  which  re-estab- 
lished the  National  Emergency  Fund 
(NEF).  Since  then,  the  fund  has  provid- 
ed Legionnaires  and  Legion  Posts  with 
more  than  $771,000  for  disaster  relief. 
In  the  wake  of  the  Midwest  flooding  in 
the  summer  of  1993,  the  NEF  gave  476 
grants  totaling  more  than  $283,000. 

Temporary  Financial  Assistance. 
Since  1925,  the  Temporary  Financial 
Assistance  program  (TEA)  has  been 
providing  food,  medical  care  or  other 


necessities  for  needy  veterans'  children. 
To  be  eligible  for  this  assistance,  the 
veterans  must  have  served  honorably 
during  wartime,  and  the  child  must  be 
under  age  18.  In  1993,  TEA  granted 
almost  $400,000  to  955  veterans'  fami- 
lies, providing  2,182  children  with 
food,  clothing  and  shelter. 

Child  Welfare  Foundation.  The 
American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foun- 
dation, which  marks  its  40th  anniver- 
sary this  year,  has  given  more  than  $4 
million  in  grants  to  nonprofit  organiza- 
tions that  increase  national  awareness 
of  problems  affecting  children. 

The  primary  source  of  the  founda- 
tion's income  is  the  contributions  of 
Legion,  Auxiliary,  SAL  and  Eight  & 
Forty  members.  Leading  the  contribu- 
tion charge  for  the  foundation  are  the 
Regional  Action  Teams  (RATs).  These 
teams,  composed  of  hard-working 
Legion  family  volunteers,  spearhead 
donation  activities  nation- 
wide and  assist  Posts  in  their 
fundraising. 

The  foundation's  board 
approves  grants  for  such 
wide-ranging  projects  as 
drug  abuse  prevention  and 
identifying  Tourette  Syn- 
drome in  children.  Dona- 
tions to  the  foundation  are 
tax  deductible,  and  100  percent  of  all 
contributions  are  used  for  projects 
designed  to  help  children. 

Family  Support  Network.  Formed 
even  before  Desert  Shield  became 
Desert  Storm,  the  American  Legion 
Family  Support  Network  (ESN)  was 
created  to  assist  families  of  Gulf  War 
veterans.  By  calling  the  network's  num- 
ber, (800)  433-3318,  GIs'  families 
could  get  Legion  help  in  such  areas  as 
car  and  household  repairs,  babysitting, 
lawnmowing  and  money  problems. 
Since  the  Gulf  War,  ESN  has  continued 
its  toll-free  number  to  help  veterans  and 
their  families  with  reajustment  prob- 
lems. 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration 
Trust.  The  American  Legion  Overseas 
Graves  Decoration  Trust  pays  for  flags 
and  other  decorations  to  be  placed  at 
the  graves  of  GIs  buried  on  foreign  soil. 
Over  the  past  71  years,  the  trust  fund 
has  decorated  the  graves  of  Americans 
buried  in  West  Germany,  Tunisia,  Italy, 
Luxembourg,  the  Netherlands,  New 
Zealand,  New  Guinea,  Belgium,  Eng- 
land, France  and  the  Philippines. 

Please  turn  to  page  158 
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THERIVIAL 
SOCKS  , 


For  Only 

$5 


So  light  and  thin  you 
won't  even  Icnow 
you're  wearing  them! 


•  Lets  your  •  Helps  keep  feet  toasty 
skin  warm  and  dry  even  at 

breathe!       zero  degrees! 


Helps  Keep  Your  Feet  Toasty 
Warm  Even  At  Zero  Degrees! 

Wear  them  under  your  regular  socks — they '  re 
so  thin  and  feather-light,  you  won't  even 
know  you  have  them  on — except  that  your 
feet  are  so  nice  and  toasty  warm!  Made  of 
incredible^pace  age  "knit, "  they  let  your  skin 
breathe  and  won't  "crowd"  your  feet. 

Ideal  for  sports  and  camping,  (Store  a  pair  in 
your  car  in  case  of  emergency!)  Easy  care — 
just  toss  in  washing  machine!  Available  in 
regular  length  and  knee-highs  too! 

BONUS — Thermal  gloves  made  from 
same  super-thin  Space  Age  fabric. 

SORRY — we  reserve  right  to  limit  6  pair  per 
address.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment. 
Full  one  year  money-back  guarantee  exclud- 
ing shipping  &  handling.  Hurry! 


Knee-highs 
Iso  available 


Thermal  Gloves 
Too! 


«    MAIL  COUPON  FOR  THIS  LOW  PR 

CE 

1      Thermal  Socks 
&  Gloves 

Item  # 

Price 

Quantity 
of  Pairs 

Total 

Socks 

V59210 

$5 

$ 

One  Size 
Fits  All 

Knee-highs 

V59230 

$5 

$ 

Gloves 

V59190 

$5 

$ 

Socks 

V59220 

$5 

$ 

One  Size 
Fits  All 

Knee-highs 

V59240 

$5 

$ 

Gloves 

V59200 

$5 

$ 

SAVE 

Shipping  &  handling 

$  2.75 

Any  2  pair  for  $9 
Any  3  pair  for  $13 
Any  6  pair  tor  $25 

Subtotal 

$ 

In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax 

$ 

TOTAL 

$ 

Total  enclosed  $_ 


.  Make  check  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge 


□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER  (Enter  all  13  or  16  numbers  belowr) 

Card  #  

Exp.  Date  (Mo.)  (Yr.)  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  


Address.. 


City/State/Zip  (R59260-01 ) 

MAIL  F)BM  Ltd.,  Thormai  Socks,  Dept  570-295 
TO:     Box  256,  Jorlcho,  NY  1 1753 


KEEPING  THE  lEGION  ON  TRACK 


By  Ken  Scharnberg 


T 


RADITIONALLY,  a  Le- 
gionnaire is  charged  a  dollar 
if  caught  eating  while  wear- 
ing a  Legion  cap.  I  charge  a 
buck  a  person  for  saying 
'gentlemen'  without  saying 
ladies." 

In  essence,  that  statement 
by  Department  of  Colorado 
Commander  June  Thomas  sums  up  the 
Legion  of  the  '90s:  progressive  and 
growing  —  in  strength,  stature  and  sta- 
mina. Today,  Legion  officers  represent 
all  sexes,  races  and  attitudes,  reflecting 
the  homogeneous  makeup  of  the  3.1 
million  veterans  of  The  American 
Legion. 

Whether  it  be  Post,  District,  Depart- 
ment or  National  level,  the  basic  elect- 
ed offices  are  Commander,  Vice  Com- 
mander, Adjutant,  Chaplain,  Finance 


Whether  if  is  at  the 
Post  District 

Department  or 
Nationai  ieveL  the 

Legion's  undying 
service  to  America 

depends  on  its 

eiected  officers. 


Ken  Scharnherfi  is  an  Assistant  Editor 
qf'TWL  AME'RK.'AN  LBGION  MAGAZINE. 


Officer,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Historian, 
Service  Officer  and  Judge  Advocate. 
The  duties  are  basically  the  same, 
except  for  the  scope  and  scale  of 
responsibility. 

Commander 

Like  many  Legion  officers,  June 
Thomas'  path  to  Department  Comman- 
der began  at  the  Post  level  where  she 
served  as  the  first  female  Commander 


of  her  Post.  There,  Thomas  has  worked 
with  the  city  council  to  promote  a  local 
veterans  memorial.  As  Department 
Commander  she  now  deals  with  the 
state  governor  on  behalf  of  all  Col- 
orado veterans.  At  any  level,  however, 
the  Commander  is  the  person  who  rep- 
resents the  Legion  and  conveys  the 
Legion's  projects  and  programs  to  the 
community  and  other  organizations.  In 
every  respect,  the  Commander  is  the 
spokesperson  for  the  Legion. 

Vice  Commander 

Since  Commanders'  responsibilities 
at  all  levels  are  extensive,  three  elected 
lieutenants  are  delegated  some  of  the 
work.  The  First  Vice  Commander  may 
assume  the  duties  of  retaining  and 
increasing  membership.  The  Second 
Vice  Commander  may  be  responsible 
for  Post  activities,  entertainment,  patri- 
otic observances,  and  veterans  affairs 
and  rehabilitation. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

The  Commander's  third  lieutenant  is 
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property  taxes.  s 
This  makes  the  Finance  Officer's  i 
job  in  Arizona,  from  Post  level  through  | 
Department,  particularly  challenging  in 
the  coming  months. 

Finance  Officer 

The  Legion  Finance  Officer  is  in 
charge  of  the  books,  ensuring  that  the 
fixed  expenses  of  the  organization  are 
met  and  that  any  money  spent  is  prop- 
erly authorized.  These  duties  include 
collecting  membership  dues,  paying  the 
rent  or  mortgage  payment  on  the  Post 
home  or  Department  office,  and  paying 
the  bills. 

Judge  Advocate 

The  Judge  Advocate  is  expected  to 
provide  or  obtain  legal  advice  and  to 
ensure  that  the  by-laws  and  constitution 
of  the  Legion  are  interpreted  properly 
during  the  conduct  of  all  Legion  busi- 
ness. 

Historian 

The  job  of  the  Historian  is  to  record 
and  maintain  the  accomplishments  and 
activities  of  the  Post  or  Department. 
Since  the  work  of  the  Historian  is 
cumulative,  most  Posts  have  found  it 
beneficial  to  keep  the  job  in  the  hands 
of  the  same  person  year  after  year. 

For  more  than  25  years,  Wilbur 
Please  turn  to  page  156 


the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  who  maintains 
decorum  at  Legion  functions  and  meet- 
ings. It  is  up  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
ensure  that  visitors,  guests  and  new 
members  are  welcomed  to  the  organi- 
zation and  introduced  to  the  Comman- 
der and  other  members. 

Adjutant 

While  the  Commander  has  the  high 
profile,  it's  the  Adjutant  who  handles 
the  day-to-day  business  of  the  Post  or 
Department. 

The  Adjutant  can  be  likened  to  an 
Army  first  sergeant  or  a  ship's  engineer 
in  the  Navy.  As  the  Commander  steers 
the  course,  the  Adjutant  supplies  conti- 
nuity that  keeps  the  organization's 
motor  working. 

"The  Adjutant  is  the  per- 
son responsible  for  the  bud- 
get and  who  answers  endless 
questions  from  both  mem- 
bers and  local  or  state  offi- 
cials," says  Al  Tercero, 
recently  retired  Arizona 
Department  Adjutant.  "If 
you  don't  know  the  answers, 
you  need  to  know  where  to  go  to  find 
them." 

Robert  Reinhardt,  Tercero 's  succes- 
sor, agrees.  He  was  a  Post  Adjutant 
before  accepting  the  Department  job. 
He  says  his  duties  as  Department  Adju- 
tant are  much  like  running  a  Post.  There 


are  the  reports  to  be  filed,  the  budget  to 
maintain,  programs  and  projects  to  be 
organized  and  the  myriad  other  duties 
of  running  a  major  business. 

For  Arizona,  the  budget  and  Rein- 
hardt's  duties  can  become  even  more 
complicated  in  the  next  year.  Accord- 
ing to  Tercero,  the  Department's  long- 
time efforts  to  obtain  tax-exempt  status 
from  Arizona  for  Post  homes  was  final- 
ly successful.  For  some  Posts,  this 
means  a  savings  of  more  than  $7,000  in 


Wilbur  Moline 
has  recorded  the 
achievements 
of  his  Post 
for  25  years. 


> 


SEPTEMBER  1994 
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Service  Officers 


VETERANS'  BENEFIT 

lA#/VDDiriDS 


Each  service  officer  is  a  ciaims  expert 
adviser  friend  and  more.  For  75  years, 
fliese  dedicated  advocates  tiave  led 
veterans  ttirougli  tine  maze  of  VA  ruies. 


WARRIORS— John 
Tyndall  (right)  is 

typical  of  the 
Legion's  cadre  of 
Service  Officers 
who  help  veterans 
get  the  benefits 
they  deserve. 


L 


IKE  a  scene  from  a  by- 
gone era,  warriors  of  sev- 
eral Indian  Nations  gather 
in  a  circle  to  honor  their 
war  dead.  As  sacred 
smoke  swirls  in  the  air, 
John  Tyndall  listens 
intently  to  the  Medicine 
Man  tell  of  great  deeds,  of 
loss,  and  pain.  There  is  honor  here, 
and  healing  for  those  who  are  injured 
in  mind  and  body. 

Behind  Tyndall,  the  Vietnam 
Memorial  looms  like  a  black  monolith 
in  the  shadowy  half-light  of  a  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  evening. 

Tyndall  is  proud  of  his  heritage  and 
equally  proud  of  veterans.  That's  one 
reason  why  he  serves  as  North  Caroli- 
na's Department  Service  Officer 


(DSO). 

He  doesn't  have  to  be  here.  He's 
already  worked  a  50-hour-week  serv- 
ing veterans  for  the  Legion.  But  Tyn- 
dall is  here  in  Washington  on  the 
weekend  because  he  feels  he  has  an 
obligation. 

"My  family  —  brothers,  uncles,  all 
but  my  mother,  are  veterans.  My  father 
served  in  World  War  I  and  was  a  POW 
during  World  War  II.  Service  is  a  fam- 
ily tradition." 

Tyndall,  a  Navy  retiree,  is  always 
ready  to  go  the  extra  step  to  help  Indi- 
an veterans  in  need.  He  serves  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  Guilford 
Native  American  Association  in 
Greensboro,  N.C.,  works  with  the 
Urban  Native  American  Program  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Vietnam  Veteran 


Intertribal  Association.  He  has  coun- 
seled veterans  at  Indian  powwows, 
arranged  color  guards,  fought  for  fund- 
ing for  urban  centers  and  is  a  frequent 
visitor  to  North  Carolina  Vet  Centers. 

Although  none  of  this  is  in  the  DSO 
job  description,  Tyndall  is  a  typical 
example  of  American  Legion  Service 
Officers.  They  embody  the  reason  the 
Legion  was  founded  —  to  care  for  vet- 
erans and  their  families. 

Service  officers  like  Tyndall  serve 
as  the  liaison  between  veterans  and  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA). 
They  make  sure  veterans  are  treated 
fairly  by  the  system  and  help  veterans 
compile  the  mountains  of  paperwork 
required  to  submit  a  VA  claim.  They 
also  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
Legion  programs  that  also  help  veter- 
ans. 

And  their  services  are  available  free 
for  all  veterans  and  their  survivors. 

As  early  as  1920,  the  Legion 
already  had  Service  Officers  working 
on  claims  for  disabled  veterans.  The 
tradition  and  dedication 
continued  through  World 
War  II  when  Service  Offi- 
cers also  handled  veterans' 
Social  Security  claims. 

But  handling  VA  claims 
is  just  a  part  of  the  duties 
DSOs  perform.  Tyndall's 
dawn-to-dusk  tasks  may 
include  attending  a  morning 
VA  hearing  with  a  veteran; 
spending  a  few  hours  on  veterans' 
paperwork;  or  working  on  a  Legion 
Temporary  Family  Assistance  claim 
for  a  veteran  whose  utilities  are  about 
to  be  turned  off.  In  the  evening,  he 
may  spend  another  hour  or  two 
instructing  County  or  Post  Service 
Officers  on  how  to  properly  build  a 
VA  claim. 

While  Tyndall  is  taking  care  of 
business  in  North  Carolina,  Dan 
O'Sullivan,  his  counterpart  in  New 
York  City,  is  celebrating  a  hard-fought 
victory  in  a  case  he's  worked  on  for  2M 
years.  He's  finally  won  an  Agent 
Orange  disability  claim  for  a  seriously 
ill  Vietnam  veteran. 

In  Colorado,  DSO  John  McCartney 
volunteers  his  spare  time  to  help  veter- 
ans at  a  Denver  VA  AIDS  clinic,  while 
New  Jersey's  Vince  Bevilacqua 
devotes  extra  hours  to  a  homeless  pro- 
gram. 

These  and  other  DSOs  are  joined  by 
Please  turn  to  page  156 
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BUY  1  •  GET  I  FREE  SALE 


Wilf^Hh^  ON  NtHONU  HtND  VirMIMS  ( FOOD  SmEMBITS 


Swanson  Nea/fft  Products,  your  warehouse  direct  supplier  for  nearly  three  decades, 
offers  you  the  lowest  prices  on  over  4,500  HAIIOHAL  BRANDS  you  Know  and  trust! 

■  For  Expert  Vitamin  and  Health  Product  Information  call  toll-free  1-800-437-4148 


Get  your  FREE  subscription 
to  the  Health  Digest  where  top 
Physician's  sp^ait  out  on 
tomorrow's  breakthroughs 
Get  80  pgs.  of  nutrition  monthly, 
FREE  with  any  purchase! 


Ethical  Nutrients 
Bone  Builder 

Superior  Calcium  reduces 
boneless.  ^^^^q, 

120  tabs 


reg.  18.95 

2  FOR 

$37.90  value 


1895 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


Natrol® 

China  Chlorella 

Six  times  the  tjeta-carotene 
of  spinach,  ten  times  the 
chlorophyll  of  alfalfa!  500  mg. 

120  fobs  #AML502 
reg.  18.50 

2  FOR  IftSO 

$37.00  volue  iw 


Swanson 

Siberian  Ginseng 

Contains  bitter  root 
compounds  that  help  the 
body  respond  more  qucikly 

100  caps  #AML506 

2  FOR 

$11.98  volue  *^ 


Great  for  growth,  & 
maintenance  of  sitin, 
bones,  muscles, 


Ethical  Nutrients 
Ihyro-Yital 

Bom  tired?  It's  not  all  in  your 
head.  Try  Thyro-Vital. 
90  cf  #AML507 

2  FOR  1995 

$25.90  value 


BUY  1  -  GET  1  FREE! 


PROSTEX 

For  Men 

Special  adult  men's  formula! 
Its  safe  and  non-toxic! 


SiMrter  Beauty 

Hydrollzed 

Collagen  Tabs  iSal."'''^^''^'' 

80  tabs.  reg.  25.99 

#AML512 

2  FOR 

2599 

$51.98  value 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


UASIoIm 

CoQ-IO 

America's  favorite  for  high 
potency,  highest  quality. 
30  mg. 

50  d  #AML513 
reg.  19.00 

2  FOR 

$38.00  value 


Sinus  Clear- 


Professionol  Health 

Sinus  Clear 


Tired  of  chemical  ingredients 
and  side-effects? 
Breathe  Free  again! 

30ct,  ,„  #AM1.515 
reg.  6.49 

2  FOR 

$12.98  value 


100  caps 
reg.  10.60 

2  FOR 

$21.20  value 


#AML508 

1060 


BUY  1. GET  1  FREE!   BUY  1 'GET  1  FREE! 


AIM 

Nutrient  Powder 


America's  premier  multi-vitamin, 

30  day  supply 
reg.25.9i 

2  FOR 

$51.90  volue 


#AML503 


2595 


Nu  Naturals 

Ginkgo  Biloba 

The  Sf^ARTEST  natural 
product  in  our  inventory! 
60mg60cf  #amL509 
reg.  23.35  g^g^t^m 

2  FOR  23^5 

$4*.70 value 


1900 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


UASLobs 
DDS-lOO 
Acidophilus 

Get  gooa  nutritional  value,  and 
positive  results.  Non-dairy 
100  caps 

reg.lSJM  #AML514 


649 


BUY  1«  GET  1  FREE! 


Life's  Finest' 
LteRnesf  Antioxidant 

Vitamin  Cocictail 

A  delicious  and  convenient 
way  to  fight  free  radicals. 
Nalural  orange  flavor. 

1.48  lbs  #AML516 

1199 

2  FOR  IpT 

$23.98vfllue 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


2  FOR 

$34.00  value 


Igoo 


Reviva 

lipo-Zyme  Thigh 
Contour  Cream 


ttflGHCON 


Decrease  thigh 
measurements  by  as 
much  as  1 1/2  inches 
ususally  within  just 
five  v^eeks! 
4oz  reg.  24.00 

#AML517 

2  FOR 

2400 

$48.00  volue 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE!  BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


BUY  1.  GET  1  FREE!   BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


Ariiona  Naturals 

Garlic  Time 

The  Daily  one!  Time-Release 
garlic.  Buffered  to  be  odor- 
less and  easy  on  Ihe  system. 
90  ct  #AML504 
reg.  12.95   _  _ 

2  FOR  1995 

$25.90  value 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


KAL  200  meg 

Chromium  Picolinate 

Chromium  Picolinate  has  been 
shown  to  be  the  best  absorbed 
and  utilized  form  of  Chromium. 
200  ct.  #AML510 
reg.  15.29 

2  FOR  1529 

$30.58  value 


SWANSON  health  PRODUCTS,  INC. 

1 322  39  ST  NW  /  PO  BOX  2803  /  Fargo  ND  581 08 
KEY  994AML 

NAME 


CIEDIT  (AID  OIDEIS  (AU 

1-800-437-4148 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


QTY 


STATE 


ZIP 


1_ 


Face  Lift 


Camo(are 
Face  Lift 

It  is  off  dead  skin  cells,  flakes 
anddiscok)ralk)ns. 

2FM  2995 

$59.90value  ' 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


Swanson 

Melatonin 

Lights  out!  Reset  your  ckjck 
for 'SWEET  DREAMS  • 
60  tabs 

reg.  7.95  *AML511 

2  FOR  795 

$15.90  value  M 


BUYI- 

GET  1  FREE!  BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE 


BUY  1  •  GET  1  FREE! 


ITEM#     SIZE     NAME  OF  PRODUCT 


SHIPPING  &  HANDLING  JUST  $2.00  FOR  ANY  SIZE  ORDER 


ABSOLUTE  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE!  ^JSH^ 


PRICE 


$2.00 


VISA 


I^ASTERCARD 


DISCOVER 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


SIG_ 


EXP  DATE_ 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


KINDRED  SPIRITS 

FOR  GOD  &  COUNTRY 


An  integral  member  of  the  Legion  famiiy, 
the  Auxiiiary  con  be  counted  on  to  heip  the 
veteran,  serve  the  community  and  preserve 
the  memories  of  our  comrades. 


GIVING— Auxiliary 
members  collected 
toys  for  victims  of 
the  '93  flood.  Left 
to  right,  Past  Nat'l 
Pres.  Anna  Gear; 

Virginia  Pres. 
Kathryn  Scardina; 
and  Nat'l  Pres. 
Helen  Holcomb. 


T  WAS  the  kind  of  event 
that  makes  America  feel 
good,  and  the  media  eager 
to  cover. 

About  three  dozen 
wives,  mothers  and  daugh- 
ters of  veterans  arrived  in 
the  nation's  capital  ready 
to  make  a  difference.  Clad 
in  fluorescent  pink  caps  and  shirts,  the 
women  were  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Auxiliary  representing 
units  all  over  the  country.  They  had 
come  to  Washington  with  hammer  and 
saw  in  hand  to  build  a  house  for  a 
homeless  family. 

Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  and 
his  wife,  Rosalynn,  offered  some 
handy  advice,  and  the  Auxiliary  mem- 
bers' efforts  were  covered  on  national 


television  by  Good  Morning  America. 

Building  that  Habitat  for  Humanity 
house  in  1992  was  perhaps  the  greatest 
single  piece  of  national  exposure  for 
the  often  unsung  members  of  the  Aux- 
iliary. Year  in  and  year  out,  they  labor 
behind  the  scenes  for  veterans  and 
their  communities  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  Legion  family. 

They  can  be  seen  in  VA  medical 
centers,  nursing  homes  or  hospices 
comforting  hospitalized  veterans  and 
making  their  lives  a  little  brighter.  Last 
year  alone,  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
served  in  186  VA  facilities  and  volun- 
teered 681,874  hours. 

Such  commitment  dates  to  1920, 
when  the  wives,  mothers,  sisters, 
daughters,  granddaughters  and  great- 
granddaughters  of  veterans  organized 


the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The 
next  year,  the  Auxiliary  conducted  its 
first  convention  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
with  a  membership  of  201,000. 

Today,  the  American  Legion  Auxil- 
iary is  nearly  1  million  strong,  and  has 
become  the  largest  and  most  influen- 
tial women's  patriotic  service  organi- 
zation in  the  world,  with  Units  in 
12,000  communities  in  the  United 
States  and  1 1  foreign  countries. 

In  cooperation  with  The  American 
Legion,  the  Auxiliary  also  furnishes 
job  assistance,  food,  clothing  and  med- 
icine to  thousands  of  unemployed, 
handicapped  and  homeless  veterans. 

During  the  1992-1993  administra- 
tive year,  the  Auxiliary  donated  more 
than  $5  million  and  over  1  million  vol- 
unteer hours  to  children  and  youth  pro- 
grams. For  74  years,  the  Auxiliary  has 
supported  students  by  offering  grants 
and  scholarships,  sponsoring  safety 
and  citizenship  programs  and  distribut- 
ing educational  materials  for  the  class- 
room. 

Thousands  of  schoolgirls  learn 
about  the  U.S.  government 
through  the  Auxiliary's 
Girls  State  and  Girls  Nation 
programs.  Each  summer, 
high  school  juniors  partici- 
pate in  the  mock  govern- 
ment programs,  where  they 
condiict  senate  sessions, 
vote  on  legislation  and  elect 
their  leaders.  The  Girls 
State  program  is  conducted 
at  the  state  level,  and  the 
Girls  Nation  program  is  held  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

But  the  oldest  and  most  recognized 
program  of  the  American  Legion  Aux- 
iliary is  the  distribution  of  Memorial 
Day  poppies.  At  the  end  of  May  each 
year,  Auxiliary  members  distribute 
millions  of  red  crepe-paper  poppies 
throughout  the  country. 

Poppy  Day  has  become  a  familiar 
tradition  in  almost  every  American 
community.  Hospitalized  veterans  earn 
a  small  wage  by  making  the  flowers, 
and  the  money  raised  by  contributions 
from  poppies  goes  to  help  veterans  and 
their  families. 

The  Auxiliary's  community  service 
programs  are  based  on  the  premise  that 
no  organization  has  a  right  to  exist 
within  the  community  without  giving 
something  in  return.  As  a  result,  it 
donated  almost  $4  million  to  American 
communities  last  year  alone.  □ 
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...  40  PIECES  ^  no 


RATCHET  SCREWDRIVER 
Plus  BIT  &  SOCKET  SET 

—Both  in  OneHandy  SUPER  Tool! 

•  3-way  ratchet  screws  faster— with  less  effort! 

•  180° swivel  gets  into  corners  and  tight  spots! 

•  "Power  Elbow"  turns  stubbornest  nuts,  bolts, 
and  screws! 

PLUS— An  The  Bits  &  Sockets  You 
Could  Ever  Wish  For! 


mmm\ 


^  #  lij  p  ft  ^ 
^  ^ 

m  1^  m  p', 

m 

y^f^  'Md^ 


Don't  pay:$i^!9SP-steal  it  for  $10 
Similar  40-piece  sets  are  nationally  advertised  by 
others  for  $19.95.  But  you  can  have  ours  for  only 
$10 — guaranteed — if  you  are  among  the  first  10,000 
to  respond  to  this  ad.  SORRY — at  this  "steal"  price 
we  reserve  right  to  limit  5  sets  and  extend  time  and 
quantity  guarantees.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for 
shipment.  Full  one  year  money-back  guarantee 
excluding  shipping  and  handling  charges.  No  dealers 
or  wholesalers,  please!  Hurry! 


@ 


"Steal"  40  Piece  Set  for  only  $10 


□  YES  send  40  Piece  Set  for  $1 0  (R60242) 
□  2  sets  $18«8  □  3  sets  $27^ 


□  YES  send  Bonus  Case  for  $2  (R60241) 
□  2  cases  $3^  □  3  cases  $5^ 


Add  $3.75  shpg.  &  hdlg.  for  each  tool  set. 

In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax.  Tax  $  . 

Total  enclosed  $   . 


Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.,  Or  charge 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below.) 


Card# 


Expire  Date  (Mo) . 


(Yr). 


(R60250-03) 


Mr/Mrs 
Miss/Ms. 


Address  

City/State/Zip. 


^  MAIL  TO:  RBM  LTD.,  40-PC  TOOL  SET,  Dept.  570-300,  Box  1776,  Hicksville,  NY  11802^ 


Sons  of  the  American  Legion 


HELPING  POSTS 

SERVE  AMERICA 


Since  the  inception  of  tlie  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  in  1932,  dedication 
to  country,  veterans  and  ttie  Legion  tiave 
been  the  program's  caliing. 


VA  VISIT— SAL 

members  from  left 

standing,  Dave 
Mathews,  Raymond 
Giehll  III,  Raymond 
Giehll  Jr.  and  John 

Widmann  visit 
Justin  Eden  at  the 
Roudebush  VA 
Hospital  in 
Indianapolis. 


F 


ROM  THE  beginning, 
Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  squadrons  have 
been  dedicated  to  the 
nation's  veterans,  their 
communities  and  The 
American  Legion.  After  62 
years,  this  dedication  is 
stronger  than  ever. 
If  you  could  point  to  one  squadron 
that  exemplified  the  goals,  work  and 
pride  of  the  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  (SAL),  it  could  very  well  be 
Squadron  291  of  Newport  Beach,  Calif. 

As  the  host  for  the  Detachment  of 
California's  second  annual  Child  Wel- 
fare Foundation  dinner,  Squadron  291 
organized  dozens  of  volunteers  and 
coordinated  everything  from  the 
kitchen  to  seating  for  more  than  300 


people  in  attendance.  Through  the 
efforts  of  the  Detachment  of  California, 
the  dinner  raised  $5,000  for  The  Ameri- 
can Legion's  Child  Welfare  Founda- 
tion, which  provides  money  to  nonprof- 
it organizations  benefiting  children  in 
America. 

"As  the  youth  of  the  Legion  family, 
we  can  identify  with  giving  to  the  Child 
Welfare  Foundation,"  says  Detachment 
Commander  Al  Valerio.  "SAL  gives  us 
an  opportunity  to  give  something  back 
locally  and  nationally." 

Since  1987,  SAL  has  committed 
itself  on  all  levels  to  raising  money  for 
the  foundation,  and  squadrons  such  as 
291  have  responded.  SAL  nationwide 
has  given  more  than  $300,000  to  the 
foundation  in  six  years.  Because  of 
grants  approved  by  SAL,  baby-sitters 


are  better  equipped  to  deal  with  chil- 
dren's seizures;  parents  of  children  with 
hydrocephalus  have  information  at 
hand;  and  the  nation  knows  more  about 
Reyes  Syndrome. 

Like  squadrons  nationwide,  291 's 
activities  aren't  limited  to  raising 
money  for  children.  In  recent  years. 
Squadron  291  has  donated  craft  sup- 
plies and  computer  equipment  for  use 
by  quadriplegics  at  the  Long  Beach  VA 
hospital.  In  1993  alone,  SAL  members 
nationwide  volunteered  55,133  hours  in 
VA  hospitals,  visited  veterans  2,671 
times  and  donated  $71,000  for  VA 
medical  equipment  and  the  everyday 
necessities  of  patients.  SAL's  service  to 
hospitalized  veterans  is  so  extensive 
that  every  VA  facility  is  eligible  to  have 
a  SAL  volunteer  representative. 

SAL  squadrons,  under  direction  of 
their  Legion  Posts,  also  have  become 
leaders  in  community  service.  For 
example,  squadrons  in  Southern  Mary- 
land assisted  the  Legion  in  creating  a 
30-acre  Youth  Camp  near  Cheltenham. 

Squadron  259  in  Clinton 
and  Squadron  40  in  Glen 
Burnie  helped  build  the 
facilities,  and  Squadron  226 
in  Mayo  donated  more  than 
$14,000  in  time  and  money 
to  the  project. 

These  good  deeds  are  the 
legacy  of  the  Legion's  WWI 
members  who  at  the  1932 
National  Convention  ap- 
proved a  resolution  forming 
the  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  first  charter  of  the  Sons  of 
The  American  Legion  was  granted  to 
Squadron  133  of  Indianapolis. 

Since  SAL's  inception,  newborns  to 
senior  citizens  have  filled  SAL's  ranks. 
Membership  is  open  to  sons,  adopted 
sons  and  stepsons  of  members  of  The 
American  Legion,  and  male  descen- 
dants of  veterans  who  died  in  service 
during  wartime  or  who  died  after  hon- 
orable discharge  from  wartime  service. 

During  its  first  year,  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  recruited  20,000 
members  and  continued  to  flourish  in 
the  1930s.  Major  activities  then  includ- 
ed color  guards,  drill  teams,  drum  and 
bugle  corps,  rifle  teams  and  numerous 
community  activities  in  support  of 
Posts. 

In  1939,  the  SAL  membership  was 
72,633,  but  World  War  II  soon  inter- 
vened and  thousands  of  SAL  members 
Please  turn  to  page  154 
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Move  over 
Elvis . . . 

Marilyn  Monroe 
postage  stamps 
finally  released! 

Collectors  have  crowned 
a  Queen  for  ''The  King" 


T  $1 :  St.  VINCENT  $1  \  St.  VINCENT  $1 


MARILYN  MARILYN 

MONROE  1926- 1962    MONROE  1926-  1962 


St.  VINCENT  $1 :  St.  VINCENT  $1  \  St.  V 


1926- 1962 


MARIU   

MONROE  1926-1962    MONROE  1926-1962    MONRO  WWIH  962 


MARIL^  MARILYN  MARILYN 

MONROE  1926- 1%2    MONROE  l'52fisS©62   MONROE  1926- 1962 


Collectors  race  to  get  stamps  of  controversial  starlet... 


St.  Vincent,  B.W.I.  —  After 
learning  that  the  U.S.  Postal  Service 
has  no  intention  of  ever  issuing  a 
postage  stamp  portraying  Marilyn 
Monroe,  the  tiny  island  nation  of  St. 
Vincent  has  decided  to  pay  a  world- 
wide lasting  tribute  to  the  controver- 
sial actress  and  model  by  issuing  a 
Limited  Edition  set  of  nine  different 
legal  tender  postage  stamps  that  com- 
memorate the  starlet's  life  and  career. 

"Collector  demand  for  these 
stamps  has  been  unbelievable,"  stated 
Scott  Tilson,  President  of  the 
International  Collectors  Society, 
exclusive  distributor  of  the  stamps  in 
the  U.S.  "Marilyn  certainly  has  fans 
out  there,  and  they  know  this  will  be 
their  only  opportunity  to  get  actual 
government  issued  legal  tender 
stamps  that  are  both  beautiful  and 
rare.  In  fact,  we're  nearly  sold  out." 

Collectors  are  akeady  predicting 
that  in  the  very  near  future  these 
stamps  will  be  far  more  sought  after 
and  desirable  than  the  Elvis  stamps. 


"Over  500  million  Elvis  stamps 
have  been  issued.  When  you  compare 
this  to  these  Marilyn  stamps,  which 
are  a  limited  edition  of  just  thousands 
worldwide,  you  can  see  the  irre- 
sistible appeal  that  these  stamps  have 
to  stamp  collectors  and  Marilyn  fans," 
added  Tilson. 

Each  of  the  very  colorful  Marilyn 
stamps  is  about  four  times  the  size  of 
a  regular  U.S.  postage  stamp.  They 
are  legal  for  postage  in  St.  Vincent 
and  are  accepted  by  all  postal  authori- 
ties worldwide. 

Gotta  have'em?  They  are 
available  for  a  short  time  at  $9.95 
(plus  $3.00  postage  and  handling)  for 
the  complete  set  of  nine  stamps. 
You'll  also  receive  the  free  guide  "99 
Little  Known  Facts  About  Marilyn 
Monroe".  The  most  you  can  buy  is  6 
sets.  Send  your  check  or  money  order 
to:  ICS,  10045  Red  Run  Blvd.,  Suite 
170- ALM,  Owings  Mills,  MD  21117. 
To  order  by  credit  card,  call  toll  free 
1-800-624-4427. 


Little  Known  Facts 
About  Marilyn  Monroe 

1 .  Frank  Sinatra  gave  Marilyn 
a  pet  poodle  which  she 
named  Maf...  short  for  Mafia. 

2.  The  real  FBI  file  on  Marilyn 
has  never  surfaced. 

3.  Joe  DiMaggio  sent  red 
roses  to  Marilyn's  grave 
three  times  a  week  after 
her  death. 

4.  Marilyn  was  paid  $5  an 
hour  for  her  first  modeling 
assignment. 

5.  Marilyn's  dress  was  actually 
sewn  around  her  just  before 
she  sang  her  famous 
Happy  Birthday  song  to 
President  Kennedy  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  in 
New  York  City. 

Taken  from  the  pocket  guide 
99  Little  Known  Facts 
About  H/larilyn  Monroe 


©  1994,  Inlernalional  Collectors  Society 


OTHER  LEGION 

PROGRAMS  &  SERVICES 


AMERICAN  LEGION  BASEBALL 

THROUGHOUT  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico  each  year, 
almost  80,000  boys  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  19  play  American 
Legion  Baseball  on  more  than  4,300 
teams.  The  Legion  ball  season  culmi- 
nates in  The  American  Legion  World 
Series,  which  is  televised  on  ESPN. 
Close  to  4  million  young  athletes  have 
participated  in  the  program  since  it 
began  in  1926.  Many  Legion  ballplay- 
ers go  on  to  Major  League  success: 
More  than  60  percent  of  today's  Major 
Leaguers  have  played  Legion  ball. 
Baseball's  Hall  of  Fame  in  Coopers- 
town,  N.Y.,  also  includes  such  Legion 
baseball  alumni  as  Tom  Seaver, 
Brooks  Robinson,  Willy  Stargell  and 
Johnny  Bench. 

BOY  SCOUTS 

THE  FIRST  national  Americanism 
youth  activity  of  The  American 
Legion  was  to  support  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America.  Through  the 
years,  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
support  of  scouting  has  helped  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  young  men  to 


become  better  citizens. 

Last  year,  almost  2,500  Scout  units 
chartered  to  Legion  Posts  and  Auxil- 
iary Units  served  more  than  66,000 
young  men  and  women.  Each  year,  the 
National  Americanism  Commission 
selects  an  American  Legion  Scout  of 
the  Year.  He  receives  an  $8,000  col- 
lege scholarship  and  an  all-expense 
paid  trip  to  the  Legion's  National 
Convention.  Three  runners-up  receive 
scholarships  of  $2,000  each. 

BOYS  STATE  &  BOYS  NATION 

ACH  SUMMER  some  30,000 
high  school  juniors  learn  about 
state  and  local  governments  by 
participating  in  The  American 
Legion's  Boys  State,  sponsored  by 
Legion  Departments  in  states  through- 
out the  country.  The  Boys  State  dele- 
gates are  assigned  to  mock  political 
parties,  and  elections  are  held  to  fill 
mock  city  and  county  offices.  State 
legislative  sessions,  court  trials,  and 
assemblies  are  among  the  activities. 

Since  1946,  two  outstanding  Boys 
State  youths  from  each  state  have  been 
selected  yearly  to  attend  Boys  Nation 
in  Washington,  D.C.  In  addition  to 
learning  about  how  the  federal  govern- 


ment works,  the  boys  see  Washington 
attractions  and  memorials,  and  meet 
government  officials.  One  of  the  high- 
lights is  their  visit  to  the  White  House 
and  a  meeting  with  the  President. 
Prominent  Americans  who  have 
attended  Boys  State  or  Boys  Nation 
include  President  Bill  Clinton,  astro- 
naut Neil  Armstrong  and  NBC  News 
anchor  Tom  Brokaw. 

ORATOBICAL  CONnST 

HE  American  Legion  National 
High  School  Oratorical  Contest 
was  established  in  1938  to  de- 
velop in  high  school  students  a 
greater  understanding  and  appreciation 
of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

The  road  to  the  national  champi- 
onship starts  with  Post  oratorical  con- 
tests, with  winners  advancing  to 
Department  and  regional  competitions 
before  reaching  the  finals.  Scholar- 
ships are  awarded  at  all  levels  of  the 
competition.  During  the  regionals  and 
the  finals,  $138,000  in  scholarships  is 
awarded  annually,  $60,000  going  to 
the  four  finalists. 

CITIZENS  FLAG  ALLIANCE 

HE  LEGION  has  always  rallied 
round  the  U.S.  Flag  —  from  its 
leading  role  in  creating  the  Flag 
Code  in  1923  to  to  its  present-day 
campaign  to  get  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  protect  the  Flag  from 
physical  desecration. 

In  the  spring  of  1994,  the  Legion 
gathered  representatives  from  60  orga- 
Please  turn  page 


□  YES!  I  would  like  to  become  a  member  of  The  American  Legion  Family. 

□  $20.00  check  or  money  order  enclosed         □  MasterCard        □  VISA 

Account  No  

Exp.  Date  .Social  Security  #  

Rinhdale        /         /  Phone  #  (  )  


Plea.se  send  my  membership  card  to: 
Name  


Address- 


-Date. 


Signature  

Send  to: 

American  Ixgion  National  Headquarters,  P.O.  Box  7017,  Indianapolis,  IN  46207 


I  have  served  honorably  in  the 
following: 

{Please  check  appropriate  dates) 

Service  Date 

□  AUG  2,1990-OPEN 

□  DEC.  20, 1989-JAN.  31,1990 

□  AUG.24,1982-JUL.  31,1984 

□  DEC.  22, 1961 -MAY  7, 1975 

□  JUNE25,1950-JAN  31,1955 

□  DEC.  7, 1941 -DEC.  31,1946 
nAPR.6,1917-N0V.11,1918 

Branch  of  Service 

I  I  U.S.  ARMY 
I  J  U.S.  NAVY 
I  i  U.S.  AIR  FORCE 

□  U.S.  MARINES 

[  J  U.S.  COAST  GUARD  dtalk* 


GETAFRIBIIOTOJOINTHE 
AMEBICAN  LEGION  TOOAY! 

SHARE  this  magazine  with  a 
friend  or  acquaintance  who  is  a 
wartime  veteran  and  encourage 
him  or  her  to  become  part  of  the 
great  American  Legion  family.  Just 
have  your  friend  fill  out  the  applica- 
tion form  at  left  and  mail  it  with  a  $20 
check  to: 

The  American  Legion 
Input  Services 
P.O.  Box  7017 
Indianapolis,  IN  46207 
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SAUAHIAN  Hand  Carved st 

cucKooMoar 


Comes  with  swinging  pendulum  and  an  adorable  rocking  cuckoo  bird  -  plays  a 
soothing  Alpine  melody,  one  of  twelve  great  classic  tunes  every  hour.  Tells 
you  the  precise  time  with  the  reliability  and  accuracy  of  quartz  movement. 
Finished  to  look  like  finely-carved  wood  -  it's  actually  constructed  of  durable 
ABS  material  so  you  can  be  sure  of  its  lasting  years.  Authentically  painted. 
Attractively  accented  with  deep  green  leaves  from  the  black  forest  of  Germany 
along  with  rich  natural  earth-tone  brown  colors.  Looks  simply  stunning.  The 
authentic,  exquisite  scroll  style  adds  to  its  overall  beauty.  The  fine  workman- 
ship that  has  gone  into  our  clock  is  truly  impressive.  Includes  many  outstand- 
ing features.  Full  size  12"  wide 


high. 

Black 


Htn;  Forest 
Old  World  Charm 

Every  hour  the  chimes  delight- 
fully tell  you  the  exact  time.  If 
you  desire,  the  musical  mode 
can  simply  be 


29 


95 


Why  Pay  ^60°°? 


turned  off. 
Plays  inspired 
Bavarian 
music.  Uses 
3  "AA"  batter- 
ies available 
everywhere. 


DEER  CREEK  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  M430 
3038  N.W.  25th  Ave.,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33069 

30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

□  One  Bavarian  Style  Cuckoo  Clock  only 
$29.95  plus  $4.00  shipping  &  handling 

□  Two  Bavarian  Style  Cuckoo  Clocks  only 
$54.95  plus  $7.00  shipping  &  handling 

Name   


Address 


City  _ 
State 


Zip. 


Personalized  21  Compartmeh 

ORG 


W's  the  ultimate  orga- 
nizer. This  handsome, 
top-grain  case  has 
plenty  of  compart- 
ments. Includes  7  slots 
for  credit  cards,  2  zip- 
pered  compartments, 
4  large  slip-in  pockets, 
a  compartment  for  cur- 
rency, a  place  for 
pens,  window  pocket 
for  I.D.  or  driver's 
license,  a  pouch  for 
coins  and  keys  with 
velcro  closures  and  2 
oversize  pockets  in  the 
front  and  back. 


'  Rich  Attractive  Design 

■  Handy  Compartment  Inside 

'  Holds  Everything  Securely 


'Velcpo  Closures 
•  Removable  Wrist  Strap 
'  Zippers  Securely  Close 


•  2-Zippered  Pockets 

•  Feels  Like  Soft  Leather 

•  4  Large  Inside  Pockets 

•  Holds  7  Credit  Cards 

•  Eliminates  Fumbling 


•  Place  For  Currency 

•  Compartment  For  Coins 

•  See  Thru  Pocket  To  Keep 
Driver's  License 

•10%"  Widex7y4"  Deep 


Brown 

Black 

Burgundy 

ENGRAVED 
WITH  YOUR 
INITIALS  ON 
AN  ELEGANT 
GOLD-TONE 
METAL  PLATE. 


$Q95 

Why  Pay 
$100.00? 


You  can  now  find  everything 
with  a  touch  of  your  finger. 
There's  a  place  for  business 
cards,  papers,  photos  -  you 
name  it.  Comes  equipped  with 
features  found  in  fancy  cases 
that  cost  $100.00  or  more. 

Eliminates  fumbling  for  those  important  papers.  Superb  quality. 
Ideal  for  both  men  and  women.  Measures  10  1^"  wide  x  7  14"  deep. 


DEER  CREEK  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  M431 
3038  N.W.  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33069 

30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

Qty  of  each:  Brown         Burgundy   Black  

□  One  Personalized  Organizer  only  $9.95  plus  $3.50 
shipping  &  handling 

□  Two  Personalized  Organizers  only  $18.95  plus  $6.00 
Initials  to  be  Engraved:  (Print)    

Name   

Address  

City   

State  Zip  


nizations  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc.  (CFA). 
This  broad-based,  grassroots  coalition 
supports  a  constitutional  amendment 
to  allow  Congress  and  the  states  to 
enact  legislation  to  protect  the  Flag. 

The  Legion  campaign  to  protect  the 
flag  began  after  the  Supreme  Court 
ruled  in  1989  that  burning  the  flag  in 
public  protest  is  free  speech  and  pro- 
tected by  the  First  Amendment.  Since 
then.  Legionnaires  nationwide  have 
been  urging  their  state  legislatures  to 
approve  memorializing  resolutions  to 
protect  the  flag.  In  late  May,  North 
Carolina  became  the  44th  state  to  pass 
such  a  resolution. 

JUNIOR  SHOOTING  SPORIS 

THE  AMERICAN  Legion's  Junior 
Shooting  Sports  Program  teaches 
gun  safety  and  marksmanship 
training  for  young  people  in  addi- 
tion to  offering  a  recreational  activity 
through  organized  competition. 

Each  year,  the  National  American- 
ism Commission  conducts  a  series  of 
competition  matches  through  the  mail 
that  culminate  in  a  National  Three- 
Position  Air  Rifle  Tournament. 
National  champions  are  crowned  and 
awards  and  scholarships  presented  in 
an  Olympic-style  environment.  The 
program  has  rapidly  grown  since  its 
start  in  1990  and  now  includes  more 
than  350  Legion-affiliated  clubs. 


ROTC  MEDALS 


DEPARTMENTS  and  Posts  rec- 
ognize outstanding  Reserve 
Officer  Training  Corps  cadets 
with  medals.  Each  year,  the 
Legion  awards  about  10,000  of  these 
medals,  which  are  allowed  to  be  worn 
on  cadets'  uniforms. 

FILIPINO  VETERANS 

THOUSANDS  of  American  veter- 
ans are  alive  today  because  of  the 
bravery  of  members  of  the  Philip- 
pine Commonwealth  Army,  New 
Philippine  Scouts  and  Recognized 
Guerrillas  during  World  War  II.  They 
had  little  or  no  military  training,  were 
without  adequate  arms  and  equipment, 
and  most  of  the  time  without  food  or 
medicine.  Yet,  they  fought  side  by  side 


with  GIs  at  Bataan  and  Corregidor, 
sheltered  and  protected  Americans  in 
hiding  and  even  endured  torture  in 
silence.  That  is  why  The  American 
Legion  supports  health-care  and  other 
benefits  for  our  Filipino  comrades-in- 
arms and  why  we  oppose  any  legisla- 
tion that  would  reduce  benefits  cur- 
rently provided  them. 

SCHOOL  AWARDS 

jHE  LEGION'S  School  Awards 
program  rewards  young  people 
for  the  qualities  of  courage, 
honor,  leadership,  patriotism, 
scholarship  and  service.  Posts  present 
medals,  plaques  and  certificates  to  the 
most  outstanding  boys  and  girls  of 
graduating  classes  in  local  high 
schools  and  colleges. 

NALPA 

I  HE  NATIONAL  American  Le- 
gion Press  Association  (NALPA) 
was  founded  in  1922  to  assist  edi- 
tors, publicity  chairmen  and  other 
Legionnaires  in  promoting  the  purpos- 
es and  programs  of  The  American 
Legion.  NALPA  serves  as  a  central 
clearing-house  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas  among  its  1,850  members  and 
provides  the  latest  information  on 
ways  to  improve  newspapers,  newslet- 
ters and  other  forms  of  communication 
designed  to  reach  Legionnaires  and  the 
public.  For  information  about  joining 
the  association,  write:  George  W. 
Hooten,  Executive  Director,  P.O.  Box 
1 1 84,  Decatur,  GA  3003 1  - 1 1 84. 


ANAIflCUS 


FOR  WELL  over  200  years,  the 
largest  undefended  border  in  the 
world  —  the  4,000-mile  U.S.- 
Canadian border  —  has  symbol- 
ized the  harmony  and  friendship  we 
have  with  our  neighbor  to  the  north. 
Nowhere  is  that  mutual  respect 
stronger  than  in  the  camaraderie  that 
exists  between  The  American  Legion 
and  The  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force 
veterans  of  Canada.  Each  year,  mem- 
bers of  the  Canadian  group  are  hon- 
ored with  The  American  Legion 
Friendship  Award  and,  in  turn,  a 
select  group  of  Legionnaires  are 
awarded  honorary  membership  in 


ANAVICUS  —  The  Army,  Navy  and 
Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada,  U.S. 
Unit.  ANAVICUS  presents  annual 
scholarships  to  military  cadets  and 
students  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 
And  each  year  on  Memorial  Day, 
Legionnaires  and  Canadian  veterans 
gather  in  towns  and  cities  along  the 
border  to  pay  tribute  to  fallen  com- 
rades of  both  nations. 

EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

AFFILIATED  with  The  American 
Legion  for  72  years,  the  ladies  of 
the  Eight  and  Forty  have  donated 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
to  The  American  Legion,  especially  in 
support  of  children  and  youth  pro- 
grams. In  addition,  the  Eight  and  Forty 
offers  $2,500  scholarships  for  regis- 
tered nurses  who  want  to  specialize  in 
lung  and  respiratory  diseases. 

MEMRQISHIPDENEFnS 

YOUR  American  Legion  member- 
ship card  brings  special  benefits 
that  offer  you  and  your  famUy  sub- 
stantial money-saving  discounts: 

•  Major  discounts  off  interstate 
moves  for  shipping  with  Quality 
Movers,  a  northAmerican  Van  Lines 
agency,  and  American  Red  Ball  or 
Atlas  Van  Lines. 

•  Preferred  auto  rental  rates  from 
Avis,  National  Car  Rental  and  Thrifty 
Car  Rental. 

•  Discounts  for  eyewear  and  con- 
tact lenses  through  Eye  Care  Plan  of 
America. 

•  Room  discounts  at  Choice  Hotels 
International,  La  Quinta,  Marriott  and 
Days  Inn. 

•  Discounts  off  admission  to  Sea 
World  in  Ohio  and  Florida. 

•  Life  insurance  available  through 
the  Legion  at  reasonable  rates. 

•  A  year's  subscription  to  the 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE. 

Members  may  also  be  eligible  for 
affinity  programs  that  help  the  Legion 
serve  America's  veterans  and  children. 
They  are: 

•  The  American  Legion  VISA 
Gold  card  for  members  who  qualify 
through  MBNA. 

•  Certificates  of  Deposit  (CDs) 
through  National  Bank  of  Detroit. 

•  Annuity  investments  (See  adver- 
tisement Page  84).  □ 
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Genuine  Suede  Leather 

DRIVING 
MOCCASI 


Don't  Pay 
for  Leather  Driving  "Mocs"! 

We're  offering  genuine  suede  leather  Driv- 
ing Moccasins  for  only  $5.95  (guaranteed)  to 
the  first  10,000  who  respond.  Expensive 
leather  driving  moccasins  are  sold  by  others 
for  up  to  %19. 95— and  are  NOT  suede!!!*  Bui 
our  Sebring™  ''Mocs"  ARE  suede! !!  Knd  we're 
offering  them  for  only  $5.95.  The  same  ul- 
tra-soft and  cozy  driving  moccasins  nationally 
advertised  by  us  in  leading  media.  Our 
Sebring™  "Mocs"  have  classic  European 
"comfort  buttons"  on  sole  and  heel  (see 
photo)  to  gently  balance  the  foot  and  protect 
the  suede  leather — so  you  can  wear  them  in- 
doors or  outdoors — in  the  car,  on  the  street, 
at  work  or  at  play.  (Hint:  Order  a  second  pair 
for  relaxing  around  the  house — and  you  can 
throw  away  your  slippers!) 

SORRY — we  reserve  right  to  limit  5  pair  at 
this  price  and  extend  time  and  quantity  guar- 
antees. Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment. 
Full  1  year  money-back  guarantee  excluding 
shipping  and  handling  charges.  Hurry! 


Driving  Moccosiiu 

lleni# 

Size 

Price 

No.  of  Pair 

Total 

MEN'S 

Regulor 

R59I1 

S5.95 

S 

(7-12) 

Deluxe 
(Aoylic  Fieea  Lined) 

R59I2 

S8.95 

S 

LADIES 

Regular 

RS9I4 

S5.95 

S 

(6-10) 

Deluxe 
(Acryk  FW  lined) 

RS9I5 

S8.95 

S 

Shipping  &  handling  ({3  exh  pair) 

S 

MAIL  NOW 
FOR  AMAZING 
LOW  PRICE 

Subtotal 

S 

In  NY &CA  add  sales  tax 

S 

Total 

S 

Amount  enclosed  $  (Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.) 

or  charge  to  my  □  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 

Card  #  

Card  Expire  Date  (Mo)  (Yr)   (R591 80-1 1 ) 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss  

Address  

City/State/Zip  

I  RBM  Ltd.,  Driving  Moccasins,  Dept.  570^04, 
Box  1 730,  Hicksville,  NY  11 802 


LENDING  serious  busi- 
ness with  good  times  has 
long  been  part  of  The 
American  Legion  Na- 
tional Convention.  The 
first  conventions  built  the 
foundations  of  the  new 
organization.  Today, 
Legion  leaders  craft  poli- 
cies for  an  ever-changing  world.  But 
once  the  workdays  are  over.  Legion- 
naires enjoy  themselves  —  seeing  the 
sites  and  crowding  the  streets,  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Portland,  from  Houston  to 
Honolulu. 

For  its  75th  anniversary,  the  Legion 
returns  to  the  site  of  its  first  National 
Convention  —  Minneapolis.  It  was 
there  in  1919  that  the  Legion  also  held 
its  first  parade.  Since  then,  parades 
have  stretched  for  miles  and  lasted  for 
hours.  This  year,  a  new  generation  in 
Minneapolis  will  welcome  the  famous 


Legion  blue  cap. 


□ 
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Ir^  u  celebrations. 


At  national 
conventions, 
the  Legion 
takes  to  the 
streets  with 
its  traditional 
parades  and 
festive 


RIDING  HIGH— 

Left,  a  comic  car 
in  Denver  in  1961. 

MAJORETTES— 

Top  right,  in  Los 
Angeles  in  1938. 

TIMES  SQUARE— 

Legionnaires  at 
the  Crossroads  of 
the  World  in  1937. 

BAND  STAND— 

Below,  a  band 
from  Tulsa,  Okla., 
in  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  in  1928. 

BIG  NEWS— Far 

left,  parade 
watchers  hope  for 
sunny  skies  at 
Miami  in  1955. 


rom 


c 


over 


Cover 


IKE  postcards 
from  the  past,  the 
covers  of  THE 
AMERICAN 
LEGION  MAGA- 
ZINE have  chron- 
icled the  strug- 
gles, triumphs, 
unity  and  diversi- 
ty of  our  country  —  from  the 
reality  of  war  to  the  warmth 
of  the  American  family. 

The  magazine's  first  cov- 
ers in  1919  featured  messages 
from  the  National  Comman- 
der encouraging  WWI  veter- 
ans to  join  the  Legion  and 
reminding  members  to  pay 
their  dues.  But  the  fledgling 
organization  soon  took  root, 
and  its  magazine  covers  illus- 
trated patriotic  and  family 
themes,  as  well  as  the  need 
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American 


PROSPERITY  LAUGHTER 

By  Meredith  Nicholson 


LEGION 

M  A  G  A  Z  I  N  I 


nlftOl  AlllOIMa  TO  IHI  HA«  Of  TMI  UN 
■  AWIMU,  4N0  to  TNI  ftl»V*LlC  fOR  WHICH 

Itl — I  ■i-r""'»"»  ""«"      """"  ' 


for  veterans'  medical  care. 

Often  covers  took  the 
government  to  task  for  its 
poor  treatment  of  veterans. 

Begun  as  a  weekly,  the 
magazine  became  a  month- 
ly in  July  1926,  upgrading 
its  paper  and  using  full- 
color  cover  paintings. 
Through  the  1930s,  they 
reflected  the  growing  scope 
of  the  magazine's  content, 
illustrating  football  and 
farming,  history  and  hunt- 
ing, puppies  and  parades. 
When  America  went  to  war 
in  the  1940s,  the  magazine 
went  to  press  in  support  of 
the  war  effort. 

From  the  beginning,  the 
magazine  used  the  nation's 
best  illustrators  for  its  cov- 
ers, often  commissioning 


artists  who  also  worked  for 
The  Saturday  Evening  Post 
and  Colliers.  Color  pho- 
tographs didn't  appear  regu- 
larly until  the  late  1940s. 

Over  the  years,  the  cover 
design  changed  with  the 
times.  The  magazine's 
nameplate  was  on  the  top 
and  on  the  bottom.  It  was 
printed  in  large  letters  and 
then  small.  It  looked  fancy, 
and  other  times  it  looked 
like  a  newspaper  headline. 

Today's  covers  reflect 
Legion  concerns  from  na- 
tional defense  to  educating 
children. 

The  75th  anniversary 
edition  you  now  are  reading 
is  the  largest  AMERICAN 

LEGION  Magazine  ever 
published.  □ 


MEET  THE  PRESS— The  September  1987  special  Constitution  issue, 
top,  featured  the  magazine's  first  gatefold  cover.  Above,  staffers  inspect 
the  magazine  after  it  rolls  off  the  presses  at  R.R.  Donnelley's  Danville, 
Ky.,  printing  plant. 


SEPTEMBER  1994 
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VETS  is  a  service  that  provides  information  about 
military  reunions,  helps  veterans  find  old  buddies  and 
arranges  reunions,  travel  and  accommodations. 


REUNIONS  INFORMATION 


This  month  there  are  1,111  military  reunions  listed 
on  these  pages.  In  addition,  VETS  has  information  on 
more  than  12,000  other  reunions.  Call  VETS  week- 
days, 12  noon  to  8  p.m.,  CDT.  Calls  cost  $1.95  per 
minute.  The  average  call  takes  two  minutes. 

1  (900)  737-VETS 
1  (900)  737-8387 

If  you  know  the  VETS  five-digit  number  assigned 
to  your  ship  or  unit,  please  give  it  to  the  operator.  The 
number  is  printed  after  each  outfit's  name  listed  in 
the  magazine.  If  you  don't  know  the  VETS  number 
or  do  not  see  your  ship  or  unit  listed  in  the  magazine, 
VETS  operators  may  still  be  able  to  provide  you 
reunion  information.  Units  are  enrolling  in  VETS 
daily. 


PLANNING  A  REUNION 


VETS  will  help  you  arrange  your  outfit's  reunion 
at  no  cost  and  save  money  in  the  process. 
Finders/Seeker  services  are  included  free  for  VETS 
managed  reunions.  VETS  also  will  maintain  reunion 
coordinators'  mailing  Usts  and  unit  archives,  and  han- 
dle all  reunion  publicity  needs.  Tell  VETS  what  you 
want,  and  they  will  do  the  work. 


REUNION  PLANNING  &  TRAVEL 


Call  y/ETSTRAVEL.  You'll  get  the  lowest  possi- 
ble hotel,  banquet,  tour  and  travel  rates. 

1  (800)  844-VETS 

1  (800)  844-8387 


FINOING  A  RUDOY 


Looking  for  an  buddy  or  long  lost  relative?  VETS' 
Finders/Seekers  service  will  send  you  a  computer 
listing  of  names,  addresses  and  phone  numbers  of 
people  in  the  United  States  who  have  the  same  name 
as  the  person  you're  seeking.  Finders/Seekers  guaran- 
tees you  will  get  at  least  one  name  that  matches,  or  it 
will  refund  your  money.  Search  fees  are  $15  per 
name.  Allow  six  weeks  for  a  reply. 

Write  Finders/Seekers,  P.O.  Box  10088, 
Columbia,  MO  65205-4000;  or  call  (800)  449- 
VETS.  MastercardATSA  accepted. 


OUTFIT  REUNIONS 


Reunion  coordinators  can  enroll  their 
units  in  VETS  by  sending  a  self- 
addressed,  stannped  envelope  to  VETS, 
P.O.  Box  10088,  Columbia,  MO  65205- 
4000.  Unit  names  are  published  one  time 
per  year. 


Army 


l8t/516th  QM  Car  Cos.,  41  si  QM  Trk. 
Co.,  Panama  Canal  Zone  (WWII) 
#16276 

1st  Air  Cav.  DIv.,  7th  Rgt.,  5th  Bn.  Assn. 
#18761 

1st  Arty.,  D  Btry.  (Vietnam)  #18768 


1st  Cav.  DIv.,  15th  TC  Bn.,  "A"  Co. 

(Ankhe  1965-66)  #18904 
1st  Emer.  Rescue  Sq.  (WWII)  #18936 
1st  MP  Co.  (1917-94)  #18772 
1st  MP  Co.  (1948/51)  #15457 
1st  Ord.  Med.  Malnt.  Co.  (1949-1952) 

#12361 

1st  Radio  Research  Co.  (1967-68) 
#13968 

2nd  Arty.,  5th  Bn.  (Vietnam)  #18767 
2nd  Inf.  DIv.,  23rd  Rgt.,  AT  &  M  Platoon, 

HQ  Co.  (Korea)  #18918 
2nd  Inf.  DIv.,  72nd  Tank  Bn.,  B  Co. 

(Korea  1950/53)  #14718 
2nd  Inf.  DIv.,  9th  Inf.  Rgt.,  B  Co.  #10260 
3rd  Inf.  DIv.:  58th  FA  Bn.,  HQ  Bty. 


(Korea)  #26008 
3rd  Ord.  MM  Co.  -  (WWII)  #15235 
4th  Arm'd  DIv.,  37th  Arm'd  Rgt.,  2nd 

Bn.,  Co.  "B"  (Guam  1964-65)  #18929 
4th  Arm'd  DIv.,  37th  Rgt,  2nd  Bn.,  B  Co. 

(Furth  Germany,  1964-65)  #18940 
4th  Inf.  DIv.,  12th  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.  (1966-67) 

#18879 

4th  Sig.  Bn.,  "R  &  M"  Co.  (Korea  1950- 

53)  #18934 
5th  General  Hospital  #18885 
5th  Inf.  DIv.,  7th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #15208 
5th  Trans.  CMD,  57th,  3g4th  Trans.  Bn's 

#18779 

6th  Inf.  Div.,  1st  Rgt.,  C  Co.  #20577 
6th  Inf.  Div.,  20th  Rgt.,  Co.  C  #23127 
6th  Trng.  Bn.  USATCA  #18973 
7  Base  Post  Office  #15597 
7th  Inf.  DIv.,  17th  Rgt.  Assn.(East 

Coast)  #18811 
7th  Inf.  DIv.,  31st  Rgt.,  Co.  "P'  #18900 
9th  Arm'd  Div.,  131st  Ord.  Malnt.  Bn. 

#16170 

9th  Arm'd  Div.,  2nd  Med.  Bn.,  C  Co. 
#15282 

9th  Arm'd  Div.,  73rd  Arm'd  FA  Bn. 

(WWII)  #16375 
9th  Arm'd  Div.,  89th  Cav.  Recon.  Sq. 

(WWII)  #15397 
9TH  Arm'd  Gp,  HQ,CO./HQ,CO  COR  7th 

Armored  Div.  #12608 
9th  Inf.  Div.,  47th  Rgt.,  4th  Bn.,  Mobile 

Riverine  (1969-70)  #13758 
9th  Inf.  Div.:  HO  Avn.  Bn.  (1966-69, 

Vietnam)  #18806 
9th  Ord.  Bn.,  Special  Weapons  Support 

#15585 

10th  Mtn.  Div.,  Midwest  Chapter  #15690 
12th  Tank  Co.  (WWII,  1950-51)  #18930 
13th  Arm'd  Div.,  24th  Tank  Bn.  (WWII) 

(lOthAnniv.)  #15246 
15th  Constabulary  Sq.  (US  Zone,  West 

Germany)  #12924 
15th  FA  Observ.  Bn.  #21768 
15th  Tank  Co./Tank  Co.,  351st  inf.  Rgt.  - 

TRUST  (1947-54)  #16005 
16th  Arm'd  Div.:  137th  Ord.  Malnt.  Bn. 

#10244 
16th  Maj.  Port.  6,  New 

Orleans/Wales/France  (WWII)  #13331 
16th  Sig.  Oper.  Bn.  (1951/53)  WWII 

#22006 

17th  AAA  Grp.,  HQ  Btry.  #21789 
17th  Inf.  Rgt.  Assn.  East  #18852 
17th  Sig.  Oper.  Bn.  (WWII)  #10395 
17th  Station  Hospital,  11th  Portable 

Surgical  (Mash)  Hospital  #15432 
17th  Weather  Sq.,  APO  502  (WWII) 

#14255 

20th  Armd.  Div.,  20th  Tank  Bn.,  "D"  Co. 
#15656 

20th  Tank  Div.,  20th  Tank  Bn.,  D  Co. 

#15363 
21st  General  Hospital  #16666 
23rd  Field  Hospital  (WWII)  #16388 
24th  Inf.  Div.  3rd  Engr.  (Korea)  #19009 
26th  Arty.,  108th  Arty.  Grp.,  F  Btry. 

(Dong  Ha,  Vietnam)  #11224 
26th  Spec.  Serv.  Co.  #18966 
27th  Inf.  Div.,  102nd  Med.  Bn.  #21858 
28th  Inf.  Div.,  110th  Inf.  Rgt.,  A  Co. 

(WWII,  Korea)  #15533 
29th  Arty.,  All  Units  (Vietnam)  #18766 
31st  Inf  Div,  124/1 54th  Inf  Rgts.  'Dixie 

Assn"  Serv  Co.  (WWII)  #15586 
31st  Inf  Div.,  167th/124th  Rgt.  (WWII) 

"Dixie  Div "  #10606 
32nd  Med.  Army  Dept.  #18881 
32nd  M.P.  Co.  #19000 
33rd  Arm'd  Rgt.,  2nd  Tank  (Hvy)  Bn.,  A 

Co.  (Germany,  WWII)  7th  Army 

#18814 

33rd  Armor,  2nd  Hvy.  Tnk.  Bn.,  Co.  "A" 
(Aschaffenburg,  Germany)  #18795 

33rd  Inf.  Div.,  130th  Medical  Det. 
#12536 

33rd  Inf.  Div.,  Quarter  Masters  (WWII) 
#15513 

34th  Inf.  Div.,  133rd  Rgt.,  K  Co.  (WWII) 
#11052 

34th  MRU,  Mobile  6th  Army  Pacific 
#18958 

35th  Inf.  Div.,  134th  Rgt.,  2nd  Bn.,  HQ 

Co.  (WWII)  #16106 
35th  Inf.  Div.,  320th  Rgt.  #21774 
35th  Inf.  Div.,  35th  Sig.  Co.  #22916 


36th  Cav  Recon  Sq.  (WWII)  #10126 
37th  Armor,  4th  Div.,  2nd  Bn.,  B  Co. 

(Furth,  Germany,  1963-65)  #18892 
37th  Inf.  Div.,  148th  RgL,  3rd  Bn.,  HQ  & 

K  Co.  (WWII  &  Korea)  #10448 
37th  Inf.  Div.,  148th  Rgt.  (Camp  Perry, 

Ohio)  #10632 
38th  Field  Hospital  Assn.  (WWII) 

#15669 

38th  Ord.  MM  Co.  -  (1941-45)  #15545 
40th  Inf.  DIv.:  140th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (SP) 

(Korea)  #10980 
41st  Arty.,  E  Btry.  (Vietnam)  #18765 
41st  Inf.  Div.,  741st  Ord.  (LM.)  Co. 

#17689 

44th  Arty.,  1st  Bn.  (Vietnam)  #18764 
44th  Inf.  Div.,  217th  FA  Bn.  #10483 
44th  Inf.  Rgt.  (PS),  A  Co.  (Camp 

Napunja,  Jap.)  #18842 
45th  Inf.  Div.:  120th  Combat  Engr.  Bn., 

H  &  S  Co.  (Korea)  #22515 
45th  Inf.  Div.,  179th  Rgt,  L  Co.  (Korea) 

#18864 

45th  Inf.  DIv.,  179th  Rgt,  L  Co.  (Korea) 
#18893 

45th  Inf.  Dhr.,  179th  Rgt,  M  Co.  (Korea) 
#22531 

45th  Int  Div.:  180th  Rgt.,  G  Co. 
■^underblrds"  (WWII  &  Korea) 
#15990 

46th  Signal  Hvy.  Const  Bn.  (WWII) 
#10944 

50th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.,  A  Co.  #14948 
50th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.,  D  Co.  &  205th  Engr. 

(C)  Bn.,  A  Co.  #20600 
50th  Gen.  Hospital  (WWII)  #10468 
52nd  Chem.  Process.  Co.  (WWII) 

#15713 
54th  QM  Base  Depot  #16570 
55th  Arty.,  G  Btry.  (Vietnam)  #18763 
55th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #11024 
57th  Ftr.  Grp.,  65th  Ftr.  Sq.  (WWII) 

#18818 

58th  (A)  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #18977 
60th  Arty.,  4th  Bn.  (Vietnam)  #18762 
62nd  Sig.  Bn.,  A  Co.  (1941/45)  #16223 
63rd  Int  Div.,  253rd  Rgt.,  F  Co.  (WWII) 
#14111 

65th  Arty.,  G  Btry.  (Vietnam)  #18769 
66th  Int  Div.:  TSS  Leopoldvllle 

Survivors  Assn.  (WWII)  #30035 
66th  Ord.  Bn.,  3404th  Ord.  Bn.,  D  Co. 

(Iceland)  #13879 
68th  QM  Refrig.  Co.  (WWII)  #15418 
68th  Sig.  Bn.,  A/B/C  Co.  #22096 
69th  Recon.  Troop  (WWII)  #16720 
74th/117th  AGF  Band  (Italy,  1945-46) 

#13870 

74th  General  Hospital  (WWII)  #16445 
78th  Int  Div.,  310th  Rgt,  B  Co.  #15466 
79th  Int  Div.,  314th  Rgt,  2nd  Bn.,  H  Co. 

(WWII)  #18790 
80th  Gen.  Hosp,  141  Field  Hosp.  HQ 

Base  M  Section  (WWII)  #15364 
81st  Station  Hospital  (WWII,  North 

Africa,  Italy)  #14692 
82nd  Int  DIv.,  325th  Rgt,  F  Co.  #18984 
83rd  Int  DIv.,  331st  Rgt  (WWII)  #18932 
84th  Arty.,  3rd  Bn.  (Pershing  Missile) 

#13670 

84th  Int  Div.,  335th  Rgt,  Co.  "H" 
#18735 

85TH  Ord  Co  (HM  TK)  #20684 
86th  Chem.  Mortar  Bn.  Assn.  #16089 
87th  Chem.  Mo.  Bn.  (Co.  B  esp.) 
#18925 

87th  Int  Div.,  549th  AAA  Bn.  #13009 
87th  Inf.  Div.,  602nd  TD  Bn.  #15681 
87th  Inf.  Div.,  607th  Tank  Bn.  #15489 
87th  Int  Div.,  610th  TD  Bn.  #15559 
87th  Inf.  Div.,  735th  Tank  Bn.  #16468 
88th  Inf.  Div,  "Blue  Devils"  Southeast 

Chptr.  #20427 
90th  Chemical  Mortar  BN  #19002 
90th  FA  Bn.  (Japan/Korea,  1949-54) 

#13929 
91st  Cav.  Ren.  Sq.  #16177 
91st  Gen.  Hospital  (WWII)  #15725 
91st  MP  Bn.,  563rd  &  289th  MP  Co. 

#18981 

92nd  Signal  Bn.  (WWII)  #10333 
97th  Int  Div.,  303rd  Inf.  Rgt,  D  Co. 
#13463 

97th  Int  Div.,  387th  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  HQ 
Co.  #12710 
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Gently  rocks  back 
&  forth  in  the  wind. 

Comes  with  a 
lovely  bird  perch. 


simouss 

Birds  will  simply  flock  to  our  attractive  barnyard 
bird  feeder.  Our  traditional  red  farm  house  comes 
equipped  with  a  bird  perch  positioned  right  under  the  front 
window.  This  entire  serene  setting  of  barnyard,  house  and 
birdfeeder  easily  attaches  to  any  hanging  tree  branch  or 
can  be  quickly  mounted  from  a  pole.  Now  watch  as  it 
gracefully  swings  back  and  forth  in  the  wind.  The  towering 
silo  conveniently  opens  from  top.  Its  huge,  spiraling 
design  holds  1  lb.  of  birdseed,  while  the  barn's  spacious 
yard  has  a  capacity  that  easily  holds  many  more  pounds 
of  birdseed.  The  white  picket  fence  adds  a  charming 
touch.  In  short,  this  classic  country  setting  will  instantly 
attract  many  beautiful  birds  and  add  a  good  down-home 
feeling.  Weather  resistant.  Lightweight.  The  high 
impact  plastic  is  built  to  last  years.  Measure  8%" 
wide  X  6V2"  high. 

Birds  Simply  Love  It 


Deer  Creek  Products,  INC.  Dept.  M425 
3038  N.W.  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33069 

Comes  with  a  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

□  One  Barnyard  Bird  Feeder  only  $9.95  plus  $3.00 
shipping  &  handling 

□  Two  Barnyard  Bird  Feeders  only  $18.95  plus  $5.00 

Name   


Why  Pay 
$30.00? 


Address 

City  

State  


-Zip 


^1 9^^ 

Why  pay  $39.95? 

Great  for  eating 
while  watching  TV 


Hundreds  of  uses  for  every- 
one.  Great  for  honne,  office  or 
^Kjfk     I^H  even  while  confined  to  bed. 

^Vt*  The  portable  table  goes  any- 

^Kfjji^    ^^^\  where.  Perfect  for  meals  in 
^^1^^  bed,  letter  writing,  playing 

1      '^C^^fe      J  cards,  you  name  it.  Easily 
•  adjusts  to  your  every  need. 

Sturdy,  smooth  rolling  casters 
let  you  quickly  slide  it  under 
any  bed  or  chair.  The  top 
adjusts  from  25"-37"  high  and 
tilts  in  any  direction.  Unique 
design  has  a  raised  edge  to 
prevent  items  from  sliding  off. 
Top  is  finished  in  an  attractive 
walnut,  wood-grain  finish.  It's  easy  to  clean.  Steel  frame. 
The  entire  table  can  be  folded  to  a  compact  size  for  easy 
storage. 


DEER  CREEK  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  M426 
3038  NW  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach  FL,  33069 

Comes  with  a  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

□  One  Utility  Tilt  Top  Table  only  $1 9.95  plus  $6.00 
shipping  and  handling 

□  Two  Utility  Tilt  Top  Tables  only  $38.95  plus  $10.00 

Name   

Address   

City   

State  Zip  


*  ★ 


VETS 


*  ★ 


97th  Inf.  Div.,  387th  Rgt.,  K  Co.  #10406 
97th  Inf.  Div.,  389th  FA  Bn.,  C  Btry. 

(WWII)  #10719 
97th  Inf.  Div.  Arty., 

303rd,365th,389th,922nd  FA  Bn.  (WWI 

&WWII)  #16119 
98th  Inf.  Div.,  389th  Rgt.,  F  Co.  #15967 
100th  Int.  Div.,  375th  Fid.  Arty.  Bn. 

#15646 

100th  Inf.  Div.,  3g9th  Regt.,  Anti-Tank 

Co.  #12217 
101st  A/B  Div.,  158th  Avn.  Bn.,  C  Co. 

(Vietnam,  1968-71)  #18856 
103rd  Inf.  Div.,  325th  Eng.  Bn.  (Cactus 

Div.)  #18961 
104th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #16576 
105th  Port  Marine  Maintenance  #11862 
107th  Sig.  Co.  (Nat'l  Guard  1968, 

Vietnam)  #18888 
108th  Inf.  Rgt.,  Co.  K  (WWII)  #13940 
109th  Evac  Hospital  #28289 
112TH  AAA  Gun  Bn,  C  Btry.  (WWII) 

#20063 

113th/125th  Calvary,  "Redhorser" 

reunion  #30040 
115th  Station  Hospital  #20661 
117th  Gen.  Hospital  (WWII)  #10807 
120th  Ord.  Co.  (MM)  WWII  #16710 
123rd  FA  (IL  NG)  -  (44th  Div. 

Arty  ./Korea  invited)  #16489 
124th  Trans.  CMD,  10th  &  24th  Trans. 

Bn's  #18780 
127th  AAA  Gun  Bn.  Assn.  #11083 
128th  F.A.  Bn.  (Arm'd)  #15328 
135th/1 265th  Combat  Engrs.  (WWII) 

#16352 

138th/198th/452nd  FA  Bns.  Assn. 
#10370 

148th  General  Hospital  (Hawaii/Saipan) 
#10079 

148th  Ord.  M.V.A.  Co.  (WWII)  #15775 
163rd  Ord.,  3rd  Engr.  Spec.  Bde.  (WWII) 
#16063 

167th  Engr.  Combat  Bn.  (WWII)  #18926 
174th  MP  Bn.  (Ft.  Shariden  IL,  1950-52) 
#18972 

176th  FA  Bn.  (Formerly  2nd  Bn.,  111th 

FA  Rgt.)  WWII  #15593 
187th  General  Hospital  (WWII)  #20671 
187th  Sig.  Repair  Co.  #16117 
191st  Signal  Repair  Co.  (WWII)  #10953 
192nd  General  Hospital  #11122 
192nd  Ord.  #15473 
196th  RCT  #16346 
196th  RCT,  D  Co.  #16126 
201st  Arm'd  FA  Bn.  #14216 
205th  Combat  Engr.,  Co.  A  &  50th 

Combat  Engr.,  Co.  D  #13889 
207th  MP  Co./A  Co.  USAG  (LE)  Ft.  Riley 

KS  (1942-94)  #18773 
221st  MP  Co.  (Zl)  Ft.  Custer  #14932 
222nd  AAA  Bn.  (WWII)  #15914 
229th  Sig.  Op.  Co.  #13551 
232nd  Ord.  Base  Depot  (Leghorn,  Italy 

1945-46)  #13668 
232nd  Ord.  Base  Dpt.  (Leghorn,  Italy 

1945-46)  #13642 
232nd  Sig.  Ops.  Bn.  (WWII)  #18804 
236th  Q.M.  Co.  (All  Yrs.)  #18832 
237th  Ord.  Bn.  (Leghorn,  Italy  1946-47) 

#13646 
246th  CA  Assn.  #10985 
253rd  C  Engr.  Bn.  Med.  Det.  #18853 
255th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #16130 
257th  Ord.  MM  Co.  #15970 
273rd  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #10868 
280th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #16212 
281st  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  Assn.  (WWII) 

#15218 

282nd  Engr.  (C)  Bn.,  B  Co.  (WWII) 

#15906 
284th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #10690 
290th  Combat  Engr.  Bn.  #16191 
291  si  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #10883 
292nd  FA  Obs.  Bn.  #18965 
296th  Eng.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #20672 
301st  Ord.  Rgt.,  4th  Bn.,  976th  Ord.,  N 

Co.  #15846 
304lh  Ord.Flgt.(B),  2nd  Bn.  (WWII  ETO) 

#11347 

310  Medical  BN.-CO.B  WWII  #18999 
322nd  Signal  Bn.,  A  Co.  #10454 
331st  FA,  HQ  Btry.  #18836 
332nd  Engr.  Rgt.  Assn.  #16382 
342nd  Arm  d  FA  Bn.  (1942/46)  #11106 
348th  Station  Hospital  (WWII)  #15301 
350th  AAA  S/L  Bn.  #16588 


382nd  AAA  AW  Bn.  #10374 
397th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  #15536 
417th  Engr.  Avn.  Brigade  #18760 
423rd  CA,  AAA  Bn.,  D  Btry.  (WWII) 
#14768 

423rd  MPEG  Co.  (Detached)  #15810 
428th  MPEG  Co.  (WWII)  #15355 
431st  Sig.  Bn.,  Co  s  A,  B,  &  HQ  (WWII) 
#20787 

432nd  AAA  AW  Bn.,  HQ  Btry  (WWII) 
#22344 

455th  Ord.  Evac.  Co.  (WWII)  #16111 
471st  AAA  AW  Bn.  #10071 
472nd  AAA  Bn.  #11250 
473rd  Inf.  Rgt.,  K  Co.  (WWII)  #16146 
487th  AAA  Bn.,  B  Btry.  (WWII)  #15973 
488th  AAA  Bn.  #11146 
496th  Engr.  Heavy  Shop  Co.  (WWII) 
#13976 

501st  Ord.  (HM)  Tank  Co.  #13895 
507th  QM  Car  Co.  (WWII)  #15456 
519th  Engr.  Maint  #15391 
526th  QM  Railhead  Co.  #10201 
529th  MP  Honor  Guard  (1965-69) 

#15567 
529th  QM  CO.  #20746 
534th  EB  &  SR,  Co.  C  #18851 
543rd  Transport.  Co.  (Light  Truck)  APO- 

122  Etain  France  #18838 
544th  QM  Bn  #18997 
545th  MEdium  Automotive  Maint.  Co. 

#18922 

552nd  AAA  (AW)  Bn.  (WWII)  #17046 
557th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #10569 
558th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #16455 
566th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  #15620 
569th  AAA  AW  Bn.,  D  Btry.  (WWII) 
#18902 

573rd  AAA  AW  Bn.  -  (WWII)  #15731 
573rd  AAA  Bn.  #13876 
574th  AAA,  "D"  Co.  (WWII)  #18886 
586th  AAA  (AW)  Bn.,  B  Btry.  (WWII) 
#21787 

592nd  Big.  Air-Grnd.  Liaison  Co. 

(Korea)  #20147 
593rd  EB  &  SR,  C  Co.  #15244 
594th  EB  &  SR  (All  Depts.)  #13687 
602nd  TD  Bn.  Assn.  #13723 
602nd  TD  Bn.  Assn.  Inc.  (WWII)  #13691 
603rd  Ord.  BAM  Bn.  (Leghorn,  Italy 

1945)  #13645 
605th  Tank  Destroyer  Assn.  #101 18 
607th  OBAM  Bn.  (WWII)  #22723 
609th  Ord.  Base  Arm.  Maint.  Bn. 

#12107 
610th  TD  Bn.  #20723 
611th  OBAM  Bn.  (WWII  ETO),  611th 

ORD.  Base  Armament  Maint.  BN. 

#10257 

613th  Engr.  (L.E.)  Co.  (WWII)  #15825 
645th  Port  Company  #18854 
650th  Engr.  Topo.  Bn.  (1942-92)  #22266 
673rd  Ord.  Ammo  Co.  #18939 
682nd  Engr.  (C)  Bn.,  Co.  "D"  (Camp 

Rucker,  AL)  #18913 
691st  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #15734 
692nd  FA  Bn.,  B  Btry.  &  HQ  #15303 
701st  MP  Bn.,  B  Co.  -  (WWII)  #15372 
705th  TDBn.  #15915 
712th  Railroad  Oper.  Bn.  -  (WWII  & 

Korea)  #15463 
712th  Tank  Bn.  (WWII)  #15590 
713th  Engr.  Dpt.  Co.  #28363 
717th  AAA  Gun  Bn.  C  Btry  #13812 
720th  MP  Bn.  Assn  (All  Eras)  #10481 
722nd  Railway  Oper.  Bn.  #15837 
727th  Amphib.  Tractor  Bn.  (6th  Army  & 

8th  Army  PTO  WWII)  #14200 
735th  Railway  Oper.  Bn.,  Co.  C  #15649 
736th  Medium  Tank  Bn  (SP)  WWII 

#10679 

738th  (M)  Tank  Bn.(Spc)  (WWII)  #15240 

753rd  FA  Bn.,  All  Btrys.  (WWII)  #17998 

753rd  Tank  Bn.  #10457 

754th  FA  Bn.  #11056 

759th  Railway  Operating  Bn.  #10784 

761st  Military  Police,  Co.  B  (Alaska, 

1943-46)  #18993 
768th  Ord.  SM  Co.  (Vienna,  Austria) 

#13663 

770th  FA  Bn.,  B  Btry.  (WWII)  #14372 
775th  Tank  Bn.  (WWII)  #16391 
791st  AAA  AW  Bn.  #15225 
793rd  AAA  AW  Bn  #15998 
796th  AAA  AW  Bn.  #15747 
802nd  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #10305 
809th  TD  Bn.  (WWII)  #15560 


814th  AVN  Engrs.  Bn.  (WWII)  #16452 
818th  Avn.  Eng.  Bn.  #18863 
819th  TD  Bn.  #15629 
820th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  #15313 
831st  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  #11483 
841st  Engr  Avn  Bn  (WWII  &  Korea) 
#21784 

850th  Avn.  Engrs.,  A  Co.  (WWII)  #20968 
854th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  "Spearheaders" 

(WWII)  #16563 
860th  Engr.  Avn  Bn.  #16425 
872nd  A/B  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (WWII) 

#16428 

928  Engineer  Aviation  Group  #18298 
938th  F.A.  (WWII)  #16358 
974th  Engr.  Maint.  Co.  #16308 
977th  MP  Co.  (1942-94)  #18771 
979th  FA  Bn.,  Service  Battery  #18941 
979th  FA  Bn.,  Service  Battery  (Camp 

McCoy,  Wl  1951-52)  #18901 
991st  Ord.  Co.  HM  Trk.  #18775 
1056th  Engr.  PC&R  Grp.  (WWII)  #12656 
1150th  Engr.  (C)  Gp.  (ETO  WWII) 

#18861 

1150th  Engr.  (C)  HQ  Gp.  (WWII  ETO) 
#18872 

1268th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  A  Co  (WWII) 
#10434 

1292nd  Const.  Bn.  (WWII)  #18917 
1395th  Engr.  Const.  Bn.  (WWII)  #16516 
1878th  Eng.  Avn.  Bn.,  Co.  C  #13361 
1891st  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (CBI)  #20877 
3094th  QM  Refrig.  Co.  (Fixed)  -  (WWII) 
#16169 

3106th  Ord.  BAVM  Co.  (Leghorn,  Italy 

1945)  #13649 
3184th  Sig.  Serv.  Bn.  (ETO  WWII) 

#16394 

3196th  Sig.  Co.  (1943-45)  WWII  #18935 
3205th  QM,B  Co.  (WWII)  #10837 
3405th  Ord.  MM  Co.  A  (N  Africa, 

Europe,  WWII)  #15655 
3485th  Ord.  Co.  (1942-45)  WWII  #13773 
3524th  Ord.,  Med.  Auto.  Maint.  Co. 

#16158 

6811th,  6812th,  6813th  Signal  Sec.  Det. 
#13072 

6834th/2674th/6704  Rearmament 

Regiment  #12426 
8022nd  Comp.  Serv.  Co.  (Camp  Wood, 

Jap.)  #14955 
8605th  AAU-1 950-56,  ASA  #13836 
Air  Transport  Command  #18749 
Americal  Div.,  1st/46th  lnf.,196th/198th 

LIB.,  A  Co.  (Vietnam)  #16343 
Army  Boat  Companies  (Vietnam) 

#13118 

ASA:  8611th  Fid.  Sta.  (1952-57)  #12486 
ASTP  Veterans  of  12th  Arm'd  Div. 

#20154 
AVN  Elec.  Combat  #19006 
Base  X  Motor  Command  Manila  P.I. 

1945/46  #12557 
Burtonwood  Army  Depot  Medic  Unit 

(1972-73,  England)  #14973 
Camp  Crowder  Signal  Corps  Schools 

#15935 

Combat  Infantrymen's  Assn.,  Purple 

Heart  Vets  #21739 
GENED  (Gen.  Eng.  Dist.)  HQ,  (Manila 

1945-46)  #12085 
Ludwigsburg  Ger.  Off  &  Enlisted  Clubs 

(1960-63)  Military  &  Civ  Empl.  #18810 
Medical  Serv.  Corps.  Assn.  #13560 
Military  Police  Retirees  #16007 
Mosquito  Assn.  (6147th  Tact.  Cont. 

Grp.)  Korea  #18950 
Mosquitos  (6147  TAC  Group)  US  Army 

(Korea)  #19033 
MVPA  (Mil  Vehicles)  WWII  #18942 
North  African  Ferrying  Div.  #19007 
OCS  Class  351  (Ft.  Benning,  GA) 

#13674 

OCS  Class  8  (Feb,  1952,  Ft.  Sill,  OK) 
#18827 

PIO  Section,  4th  Arm'd  Div.  (1964-66) 

#13435 
QM  MESS  SCH.  #20953 
Scout  Dog  Hdirs  (VN),  57th  Inf.  PI. 

#18954 

Spectre  Assn.  (AC-130  gunshlps) 
#18778 

USAFAO-K  (Redeyes  1973/76)  #21931 
US  Army  Transport  Guard  Det.  (WWII) 

#13107 
US  Claims  Service  #22653 
WAC:  Detachment,  Base  F,  HQ  Co. 


(APO  322  New  Guinea  WWII)  #10186 
Wolverton's  Bandits,  Co.  118, 4th  Rgt., 

41st  Bn.  (1956)  #18813 
WWII  HQ's  Co.,  Base  F,  New  Guinea 

APO-322  #17523 


Navy 


3rd  NCB  (WWII)  #18406 

4th  NCB  Spec.  #22903 

5th  Def.  Bn.,  1st  Sep.  Med.  Co. 

Reinforcements  (Funafuti)  #17716 
6SS  Frank  Knox  DDR-742  (1944/70) 

#10066 

6th  Naval  Beach  Bn.  (Other  Beach  Bns. 

welcome;  Normandy  D-Day)  #22323 
7th  Beach  Bn.  #22351 
7th  NCB  (WWII)  #21062 
8th  NCB  #18381 
17th  NCB  (WWII)  #18181 
18th  NCB  Spec.  #15944 
23rd  NCB  (WWII)  #18345 
35th  NCB  (1942/45)  #17453 
37th  NCB  Spec.  #17941 
53rd  NCB  (WWII)  #14487 
57th  NCB  (1942/45)  #18026 
59th  NCB  #18497 
64th  NCB  WWII  #18996 
67th  NCB  Seabees  (WWII)  Tinian  Isl. 

#13516 
88th  NCB  #17806 
93rd  NCB  (WWII)  #18473 
95th  NCB,  WWII  #10773 
100th  NCB  (WWII)  #17663 
111th  NCB  (1943-45)  #11055 
120th  NCB  (WWII)  #12829 
125th  NCB  (WWII)  #18655 
145th  NCB  Assn.  (WWII)  #11079 
148th  NCB  #14403 
302nd  NCB  #17951 
AAU-734  #18815 

Adm.  Radford  Flag  Allowance  #18894 

AG-33  (WWII)  #18955 

AGC  Flagship  Alliance  AGC-1  to  AQC- 

18  (All  Yrs./Crews)  #13692 
Air-Sea  Rescue  (Guantanamo,  1941-47) 

WWII  #18816 
Air  Transport  Sq.  VR-32  (1949-52,  San 

Diego  CA)  #13975 
Amphib  Base  Atk.  Boats  (Small)  (Ft. 

Pierce  Fl)  (WWII)  #21897 
Amphib  Base  (Maui,  Hawaii  1944-45) 

#18848 
APL-30  #13949 

Armed  Guard  (III  &  Wise)  WWII  #18927 
Attack  Boats  (WWII)  #18800 
Aviation  Cadets  (Naval  Cadets)  1936- 

present  #13730 
Battle  of  Ormoc  Bay  (Leyte  1944) 

#18085 

Boot  Camp  Co.  419  (Farragut,  Idaho, 

1943)  #16244 
CAG  2,  Inc.  (VF-23/24/63/64,  VA-65, 

VC/VT/HV  Det.)  Korea  (1950-53) 

#18731 

Camp  Peary  CEC  Midshipman  School 

(Alumni  of  the  Navy)  #13681 
CASU-2  #18899 
CASU-22  (1943-45)  #14946 
CASU-31:  Hilo,Hawaii  (WWII)  #14517 
CASU-45  #17073 

CBMU-520  (Solomon  Isl.,  Guadalcanal 

Wll)  #12274 
CBMU-539  (WWII)  #18556 
CBMU-545  (WWII)  #10334 
CBMU-561  Seabees  #14486 
CBMU-568  #17469 
CBMU-569  #17474 
CBMU-582  #18210 
COMSERVFOR7  HQ 

Alumnl/Brlsbane/USS  San  Clemente 

AG-79  #13617 
CUB-16  (Camp  Shoemaker,  CA) 

#13523 
DESRON-8:  USS 

Walnwrlght/Trlppe/Buck/Rhlnd/Brlstol 

(WWII)  #18171 
FASRON  108  #19032 
Great  Lakes  NTC  -  Class  of  1939,  Co. 

29-33  #15373 
GRO-PAC  1 1 :  USNB  3150  (Iwo  JIma) 

#21095 

Ground  Control  App.  Assn.  #18857 
Grount  Control  Approach  Assn.  #18895 
Henry  T.  Allen  AP-35/15  #18841 

Please  turn  page 
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FACT: 


Septic 
Helper 
works 


to  prevent  septic  tank  and  cesspool 
problems  and  saves  you  $$$$! 


FINALLY . . . 
SEPTIC  MAINTENANCE 
MADE  EASY 

U  U  X  U\J  VV  Vi  •  pumpouts  •  wet  spots 
costly  expenses  •  clogged  drains  •  offensive  odors 


100% 

GUARANTEED 


Septic  Tanks/Cesspools  can 
eventually  clog  up,  back  up 
and  become  malodorous. 
Slow  drainage  can  set  in  and 
become  a  constant  problem. 
Now  there  is  a  product 
available  that  will  help  maintain  your  system  and  also 
help  it  reach  maximum  efficiency.  SEPTIC-HELPER  goes 
to  work  in  your  system,  activates  the  bacteria  and  begins 
to  change  organic  solids  into  liquids.  Let  SEPTIC- 
HELPER  work  to  keep  your  septic  system  trouble  free. 


A  beneficial  bacteria  additive 
that  is  safe  and  easy  to  use 

For  More  Information  Call  Toll  Free 

1  -800-544-4074 

OR  Fill  Out  Coupon 

Keep  your  septic  tank  and 
cesspool  in  great  shape. 
Use  SEPTIC  HELPER! 


SEPTIC  TANK  BEFORE 


■^^^  •  ^■:<}.'^.'-  '.•^^'^'^■:<}.'\''  [i^'r'-'^.''^.'  '.'■^•^'^■\<J.''^.'  \'f'^'^-:<J.''^-  n^Tj"^ 


INLET 


SCUM 


SLUDGE 


OUTLET 


SEPTIC  TANK  AFTER 


OUTLET 


DRAIN  LINES  BEFORE/AFTER 


ain  pipe  loses  ✓^"V  SEI 
of  its  diameter  {  ]  toi 

years  due  to  J  orii 


A  drain  pipe  loses 
part 
in  5 

organic  build-up. 


SEPTIC  HELPER  helps 
restore  the  pipe  to 
original  olter  a  few 
months  of  treofment. 


I  am  interested  in  more  information  on 
SEPTIC  HELPER 


Name. 


Address , 

Town  

Zip  


State 


Tel. 


How  many  septic  tanl<s/cesspools?  

Mail  in  coupon  to: 
Krone  Products 

P.O.  Box  521  Larchmont,  NY  10538  al 


LCC  Squadron  (WWII)  #18276 

LCI-698  #18891 

LCI-732  #14001 

LCI  (G)  580  #10182 

LCI  (L)  732  #17377 

LCI  (R)  31,  &  LCI  (R)  34  #11072 

LCI-(R)  648  #22313 

LCS-92  #13680 

LSM-132  #10924 

LSM-16  (WWII)  #28344 

LSM-215#17536 

LSM-41  #23034 

LSM-439  #10474 

LSM-500  #17864 

LSM-8  #14971 

LST-1062  #10441 

LST-1168  (USS  Wexfurd  County) 

#17600 
LST-137  #30091 
LST-241  (WWII)  #17304 
LST-263  #17311 
LST-292  #17777 
LST-325  (WWII)  #17879 
LST-346  #28271 

LST-453  (USS  Remus  ARL-40)  #18157 

LST-454  #21352 

LST-468  #13822 

LST-479  #21356 

LST-487  #17731 

LST-49  Assoc.  #21690 

LST-547  #18978 

LST-569  #18830 

LST-574  Assn.  #18504 

LST-582  #10894 

LST-584  #18479 

LST-587  #21960 

LST-588  #13154 

LST-606  #18628 

LST-636  (WWII)  #18607 

LST-656  (WWII)  #21989 

LST-688  #17644 

LST-709  #10526 

LST-781  (WWII)  #18217 

LST-874  (1944-46)  #18132 

LST-889  #18957 

LST-889  #18982 

LST-917  (WWII)  #17407 

LST-918  #21125 

LST-964  #18044 

LST-979  (WWII)  #10135 

MATS  VRS-3/6/7/8/22  &  Nat  Wings 

#11126 
MCB-74  (Vietnam)  #21093 
Mobile  Boat  Pool  #1;  APL-30  & 

SERVPAC  Unit  4  #17780 
Mobile  Hosp.  #4  (Aucldane  NZ,  1942- 

44) #18971 
NAS  Deland:  All  Personnel  (1942-46) 

#17149 
NAS  Moffett  Field,  CA  #18788 
NAS  North  Island,  A  &  R  Sliops  (1943- 

46)  #13469 
Nat  l.  CPO  Assn.  (Navy/CG)  #14476 
Navy  Armed  Guard  #18963 
Navy  Musicians  #18944 
NMCB-40  (Veitnam  era,  1959-75) 

#18736 

NTC,  Great  Lakes  Co.  1335  (Sep  1943) 
#18782 

NTC  Great  Lakes:  Co's  29-31  (1939) 
#14996 

NTC:  Great  Lakes  (Yeoman  School),Y5- 
3,  Y5-4,  Y6-4,  Y6-3  (May-Sep,1945) 
#13671 

NTS  Co.  365  Boot  Camp  (Newport,  Rl) 

1943  #13511 
NTS  Farragut:  National  Meeting  (WWII) 

#18135 

NTS  Farragut  Radio  School  Co.  121 

Section  45  (1943)  #13509 
Nuclear  Power  Trng.  Unit  -  DIG  (1970- 

75)  #18865 
DCS  Class  37  (Fort  Riley)  #13627 
Ormoc  Bay,  Battle  of:  USS  Moale,  USS 

Cooper,  USS  Sumner  #21529 
Parachute  Riggers  (Inc.  Mar.)  #14965 
Patrol  Bombing  Sq.  133  #14991 
PC-565  (WWII)  #13639 
PC-810  (WWII)  #14490 
PCS-1390  #14622 

RTC  Great  Lakes;  Co.  813  (1945)  WWII 
#12482 

RVAH/RA5C  "Vigilante"  '95  Reunion 

#13559 
SC-1354  #18924 

Seabee  Veterans  of  America,  Dept.  of 
NY  #13978 


Shanghai  Personnel  #18637 
Signal  School  (Univ.  of  IL,  1942-45) 

#18909 
SLCU-18,  Boat  Pool  14/15 

(Emirau/Manus)  #10050 
SLCU-24  (1943-45)  #18921 
Special  Task  Air  Grp.1  (Stag  One) 

#21468 
-SS  Buck  DD-761  #30002 
Subic  Bay  Assn.  (All  Personnel,  1944- 

45)  #21900 
Submarine  ESM  Operators  Reunion 

#18808 
UDT-13(WWII)  #14573 
UDT-22  #18953 

UDT-22  "Frogmen"  (WWII)  #16891 
UDT-24  (PTO  WWII)  #13985 
UDT-5  (1944-45)  #13950 
USNAB-3247/Acorn-39  (Tinian  Isl., 

1944-45)  #18964 
US  Naval  Cryptoiogic  Veterans  Assn. 

#13638 

US  Navy  Armed  Guard  #14960 

USS  Abner  Read  DD-526  Survivor  Assn. 

#21132 
USS  ABSD-4  #18032 
USS  Adair  APA-91  (WWII)  #11897 
USS  A. J.  Luke  (DE-577)  #13637 
USS  Albatross  AM-71  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45*23132 
USS  Albert  W.  Grant  DD-649  #17457 
USS  Alfred  A.  Cunningham  DD-752 

#18136 

USS  Anne  Arundel  AP-76  #18240 

USS  Astoria  CA-34  #17942 

USS  Atlanta  CL-51/USS  Jimeau  CL-52, 

Survivors  Reunion  Assn.  #18825 
USS  Attu  CVE-102  #17990 
USS  Bancroft  Reunion  Assoc.  #19003 
USS  Barney  DD-149  (1919-45)  #11026 
USS  Bear  AG-29  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23139 
USS  Belieau  Wood  CVL-24  (New  Jersey 

Chapter)  #18837 
USS  Bennion  DD-662  #10089 
USS  Bergen  APA-150  #11569 
USS  Bernadou  DD-153  #18424 
USS  Beteigeuse  AKA-11/AK-28  #10785 
USS  Bingham  APA-225  (1944-46) 

#11694 
USS  Bladen  APA-63  #18969 
USS  Blueback  SS-326  #18974 
USS  Bluebird  AM-72  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23140 
USS  Boggs  DMS-3  (DD-136)  MinRon-2 

#13590 

USS  Bolivar  APA-34  (WWII,  1943-46) 

#18862 
USS  Bolster  ARS-38  #17151 
USS  Bougainville  CVE-100  #18912 
USS  Bouggainville  CV&-100  #18860 
USS  Boyd  DD-544  (All  Yrs.)  #18784 
USS  Breese  DM-18  (DD-122)  MinRon-1 

#13606 
USS  Bright  DE-747  #10817 
USS  Buimer  DD-222  #18883 
USS  Buimer  DD-222  #18906 
USS  Burleson  APA-67  (1944/46) 

#11259 
USS  Burns  DD-588  #18577 
USS  Capps  DD-550  #10696 
USS  Carbonero  SS-337  (All  crew 

members)  #18801 
USS  Carter  Hall  LSD-3  #21839 
USS  Casco  AVP-12  (1943/45)  #21814 
USS  Catoctin  AGC-5  (1944-46)  #22591 
USS  Cero  SS-225  (All  Yrs./Pers.) 

#14836 

USS  Champiin  DD-601  #10449 
USS  Chandler  DMS-9  (DD-206)  MlnRon- 
2  #13596 

USS  Charles  Lawrence  DE-53/APD-37 
#10408 

USS  Chicago  CA-14/CA-29/CA-136/CG- 
11/SSN-721  (Incl.  Mar.)  National  Ass 
#11925 

USS  Chilton  APA/LPA-38  (Inc  Marines) 

1942/72  #22840 
USS  Christopher  DE-100  #14386 
USS  Cofer  DE-208/APD-62  #21 137 
USS  Cole  DD-155  #12259 
USS  Colhoun  DD-801  (WWII)  & 

Survivors  #17626 
USS  Colleton  APB-36/USS  Mercer  APB- 

39  &  USS  Nueces  APB-40, (Vietnam) 

#21815 

USS  Constellation  CVA-64  Plankowners 


Assn.  #30064 
USS  Converse  DD-509  #17900 
USS  Corbesier  DE-438  #11097 
USS  Corvus  AKA-26  #17505 
USS  Cread  APD-88  #13828 
USS  Crescent  City  APA-21  #18491 
USS  Crux  AK-115  (WWII)  #10833 
USS  Culebra  Island  ARG-7  (WWII) 

#17699 

USS  Cummings  DD-365  #18003 
USS  Dade  APA-99  #28316 
USS  Dawson  APA-79  Assn.  #10188 
USS  DeGrasse  AP-164/AK-223  #17550 
USS  Dentuda  SS-335  (All  Yrs./Pers.) 

#18728 
USS  Doneff  DE-49  #28398 
USS  Donnell  DE-56  #14723 
USS  Don  O.  Woods  APD-118  #11290 
USS  Dorothea  L.  Dix  AP-67  (WWII) 

#18000 

USS  Dorsey  DMS-1  (DD-117)  MinRon-2 
#13588 

USS  Douglas  H  Fox  DD-779  #21381 

USS  Dupont  DD-152  #12257 

USS  Eberle  DD-430#11125 

USS  Edsall  DD-219  (WWII)  #13886 

USS  E.K.OIsen  DE-765  #18985 

USS  Elliot  DMS-4  (DD-146)  MinRon-2 

#13591 
USS  Ellis  DD-1 54  #12258 
USS  Emmons  DMS-2/DD-457  Assn. 

(1941-45)  #10323 
USS  Endymion  ARL-9  #10956 
USS  Estes  AGC-12  Assn.(AII  Years) 

#17675 

USS  Europa  AP-177  (Inc  Mar  Det 

1942/46)  #12630 
USS  Euryale  AS-22  #1 0642 
USS  Fair  DE-35  #22829 
USS  Fanning  DD-385  #10948 
USS  Fanshaw  Bay  CVE-70  (Air  Grps: 

VC-10/VC-66/VC-68/VOC-2)  #10461 
USS  Farragut  DD-348  #17955 
USS  Fayette  APA-43  (WWII)  #21130 
USS  Fidelity  AM-96  #17347 
USS  Fiske  DE-143  (WWII)  #14474 
USS  Francis  Scott  Key  SSBN-657 

#13957 

USS  Frank  E.  Evans  DD-754  ASSN 

#22287 
USS  Franks  DD-554  #16150 
USS  Frazier  DD-607  Assn.  #17338 
USS  Gamble  DM-15  (DD-1 23)  MinRon-1 

#13609 

USS  Gatling  DD-671,'43-'46  &  '51-'60 
#17696 

USS  General  R.E.  Callan  AP-139 
#18931 

USS  General  Robert  L.  Howze  AP-134 

(WWII)  #21703 
USS  George  K.  MacKenzle  DD-836 

#18214 

USS  George  W.  Ingram  DE-62  #18372 
USS  Gilmore  DE-18  (WWII)  #18805 
USS  Gladiator  AM-319  (WWII/Korea) 
#21909 

USS  Gleaves  DD-423  Assn.  #17782 
USS  Glennon  DD-840  Assn.  #11190 
USS  Gordius  ARL-36  #18995 
USS  Guadalcanal  LPH-7  Plankowners 

(Marines  inc.  1963/65)  #20975 
USS  Gunston  Hall  LSD-5  (WWII- 

Present)  #22214 
USS  Haggard  DD-555  (WWII)  #17528 
USS  Hailey  DD-556  (WWII  &  Korea) 

#18685 
USS  Halibut  SS-232  #21198 
USS  Hamilton  DMS-18  (DD-141) 

MinRon-2  #13605 
USS  Hansford  APA-106  Assn.  (WWII) 

#20390 
USS  Henrico  APA-45  #17584 
USS  Highlands  APA-119  #21951 
USS  HIssem  DE/DER-400  #17953 
USS  HOcking  APA-121  #18959 
USS  Hogan  DMS-6  (DD-178)  MlnRon-2 

#13593 

USS  Hopewell  DD-681  (WWII,  Vietnam, 

Korea)  #22560 
USS  Hopi  ATF-71  #12033 
USS  Hopkins  DMS-1 3  (DD-249) 

MinRon-2  #13600 
USS  Hovey  DMS-1 1/DD-208  #12649 
USS  Hovey  DMS-1 1  (DD-208)  MlnRon-2 

#13598 

USS  Howard  DMS-7  (DD-1 79)  MlnRon-2 
#13594 


USS  Howorth  DD-592  Assn  #18064 
USS  Hudson  DD-475  #11008 
USS  Hugh  L.  Scott  AP-43  (WWII) 
#22378 

USS  Indianapolis  CA-35  (Memorabilia) 
#11574 

USS  Intrepid  (CV/CVA/CVS-11)  Ohio 

Ch.  Assn.  #18956 
USS  Jack  C.  Robinson  APD-72  #18072 
USS  Jamestown  AGP-3  (52nd  Annvsy 

Guadalcanal,  Tulagi)  #22366 
USS  Jarvis  DD-799  #18482 
USS  John  C.  Butler  DE-339  (WWII  & 

Postwar)  #17821 
USS  J.  Richard  Ward  DE-243  #17589 
USS  Kamehameha  SSBN-642  #18960 
USS  Karnes  APA-175  #17670 
USS  Kasaan  Bay  CVE-69  #11519 
USS  Kearny  DD-432  #14620 
USS  Kidd  (WWII)  #14524 
USS  Lackawanna  AO-40  #10704 
USS  Lamar  APA-47  #17803 
USS  Lamberton  DMS-2  (DD-1 19) 

MinRon-2  #13589 
USS  Langley  CV-1/AV-3  #10011 
USS  LaPrade  DE-409  #18290 
USS  Lardner  DD-487  #17403 
USS  Leo  AKA-60  /  USS  Mullphen  AKA- 

61  (WWII)  #23010 
USS  Leutze  DD-481  #21538 
USS  Livermore  DD-429  #18839 
USS  Lloyd  E.  Acree  (DE-356)  #12962 
USS  Lloyd  Thomas  DD-764  #18419 
USS  Loeser  DE-680  (WWII)  #11442 
USS  Long  DMS-1 2  (DD-209)  MinRon-2 

#13599 

USS  Lowndes  APA-154  #17452 
USS  Ludlow  DD-438  #17614 
USS  Lyete  CV-32  Assn.  &  Air  Grps. 

#18897 
USS  Lyman  DE-302  #23152 
USS  Mack  DE-358  #18468 
USS  Magoffin  APA-199  #18059 
USS  Mahan  DD-364/DLG-11/DDG-42 

Assn.  #18312 
USS  Malabar  AF-37  #18858 
USS  Matagorda  AVP-22  #17923 
USS  McConnell  DE-163  (WWII)  #17427 
USS  Melvin  DD-680  (1950/54)  #11621 
USS  Mertz  DD-691  #17470 
USS  Miami  CL-89  50th  Anniv  #10943 
USS  Montgomery  DM-17  (DD-1 21) 

MinRon-1  #13607 
USS  Monticello  AP-61/USS  Europa  AP- 
177  Assn.  (Incl.  Mar.  Det.  1942/46) 
#17678 

USS  Mount  Katmai  AE-16  #22736 
USS  Mount  Olympus  AGC-8  #21912 
USS  Mugford  DD-389  #23048 
USS  Nantahala  AO-60  #11345 
USS  Navarro  APA-21 5  #14588 
USS  Nelson  DD-623  #28280 
USS  Nespelen  AOG-55  #19008 
USS  Newman  K.  Perry  DD-883  #14477 
USS  Niagara  AFS-3,  USS  Castor  AKS-1 
#13744 

USS  Northampton  CA-26/CLC-1/CC-1 

(1930-70)  #18301 
USS  North  Carolina  BB-55  Assn. 

#17623 

USS  Oakland  SL/AA/CL-95  #18774 
USS  Ocklawaha  AO-84  #18908 
USS  Odax  SS-484  #11271 
USS  Oracle  AM-103  #21 1 19 
USS  Orestes  AGP-10  #20480 
USS  Osmond  Ingram  DD-25S/AVD- 

9/APD-35  #17490 
USS  Oyster  Bay  AGP-6  #18370 
USS  Palmer  DMS-5  (DD-161)  MinRon-2 

#13592 

USS  Pastores  AF-16  (WWII,  1944-46) 
#13716 

USS  Patterson  DD-392  #17704 

USS  Pecos  AO-65  #10249 

USS  Perry  DMS-17  (DD-340)  MinRon-2 

#13604 
USS  Phelps  DD-360  #18167 
USS  Philip  DD-498  (WWII)  #10751 
USS  Philippine  Sea  CV-47  (Marine  Det.) 

#15807 

USS  Pierce  APA-50  (WWII)  #21830 
USS  Pollux,  USS  Truxtun,  USS  Wilkes 

(Newfoundland,  1942)  #18787 
USS  Prime  MSO-466  (Far  East  Cruise 

1965)  #18835 
USS  Princeton  CVL-23  (WWII)  #10328 
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INTRODUCI 


EDIBLE  REVOLUTIONARY 

WATCH 


Similar  to  those  sold  by 
others  for  as  high  as 


PBESSTHESPECIAL 
BUnONilTSPEAKSTHE 
lEELECTONICALLyirS 


PRECISION 
MADE  TIMEPIECE 

FANTASTICALLY 
ACCURATE QUARTZ 
MOVEMENT 

©1994  RBM  Ltd.,  1200  Shames  Drive,  Westbury,  NY  11590 

□  YES!"send  Talking  Watch" 
for  only  $9.95  ^,33,^,, 


A  TRIUMPH  O 
MICROCHIP  TECHNOLOGY. 

The  time  voice  is  constantly  updated  with 
spUt- second  accuracy  monitored  by  a  precision 
quartz  movement.  This  amazing  breakthrough 
in  watch  design  also  boasts  a  visual  digital 
time  displayPLUS  a  programmable  "Cock-a- 
doodle-doo"  alarm  that  should  wake  even  the 
heaviest  sleeper. 

Not  a  gimmick  but  a  brilliant  idea  and  especially 
useful  for  the  blind  and  a  wonderful  aid  for 
teaching  children  the  time.  Astonish  your 
family  and  friends — ^they  simply  won '  t  believe 
their  ears. 

Full  one  year  money-back  guarantee  excluding 
shipping  and  handling  charges.  Allow  up  to  6- 
8  weeks  for  shipment.  SORRY — we  reserve 
right  to  limit  3  per  address.  Hurry! 


SAVE  •^□2  for  $17  □  3  for  $25 


Add  $3.75  shipping  &  handling. 
In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax.  Tax  $  

Total  enclosed  $  . 

Make  check  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 

Card#  

Exp.  Date  (Mo.)  (Yr.)  

Mr/Mrs/ 

Miss/Ms  


Address . 
City  


State/Zip. 


(R68720-02) 

RBM  Ltd.,  Talking  Watch,  Dopt.  570-297, 
Box  256,  Jericho,  NY  11753 


*  *VETS*  * 

USS  Prometheus  AR-3  (WWII)  #11354 
USS  Pruitt  DM-22  (DD-347)  MinRon-1 
#13610 

USS  Ramsay  DM-16  (DD-124)  MinRon-1 
#13608 

USS  Rankin  AKA-103  (WWII  to  1971) 

#14697 
USS  Rapidan  AO-18  #18513 
USS  Raymond  W.  Herndon  APD-121 

#21258 

USS  R.E.  Callan  AP-139  (Incl.  Army  & 

Marines)  #14008 
USS  Renshaw  DD/DDE-499  #11183 
USS  Richard  P.  Leary  DD-664  #28287 
USS  Richmond  CL-9  #11054 
USS  Rigel  AR-11  #18967 
USS  Rochester  CA-124  Assn.  #22741 
USS  Rocky  Mount  AGC-3 

(Army/Marines/wounded  personnel 

included,  WWII)  #18380 
USS  Roy  O.  Hale  DE/DER-336  #10740 
USS  Rudyerd  Bay  CVE-81,  VC-77  &  VC- 

96  Sqs.  #18336 
USS  Saidor  CVE-117  #22309 
USS  Sakonnet  AOG-61  #16741 
USS  Salem  CA-139  (Marines  Included) 

#17373 

USS  Samuel  N.  Moore  DD-747  #20353 
USS  Samuel  S.  Miles  DE-183  #17961 
USS  San  Diego  CL-33  (Aux.  Assn.  Mini- 
Reunion)  #13640 
USS  San  Juan  CL-54  Assn  #17693 
USS  San  Marcos  LSD-25  #18911 
USS  Santa  Fe  CL-60  #18933 
USS  Sarita  AKA-39  Assn.  #17679 
USS  Saury  SS-189  (WWII)  #10044 
USS  Scamp  SS-277  (1942-44)  #18715 
USS  Schenck  DD-159  #18669 
USS  Sea  Choud  (SS)  Greenland  Patrol 

1940-45  #18758 
USS  Sebec  AO-87  #12604 
USS  Seer  AM-112  (1942-55)  #13672 
USS  Self  ridge  DD-357  #18593 
USS  Sevier  APA-233  #10782 
USS  Shetstone  LSD-27  (Vietnam) 
#18983 

USS  Shields  DD-596  (Korean  War) 
#18069 

USS  Sicard  DM-21  (DD-346)  MinRon-1 

#13611 
USS  Smartt  DE-257  #17645 
USS  Smith  DD-378  #18355 
USS  Snapper  SS-185  #11043 
USS  Soley  DD-707  Assn.  (All  Years) 

#18530 

USS  Southard  DMS-10  (DD-207) 

MinRon-2  #13597 
USS  Stansbury  DMS-8  (DD-180) 

MinRon-2  #13595 
USS  Stevens  DD-479  (WWII)  #17912 
USS  St  Lo  CVE-63  &  VC-65  #17315 
USS  Stokes  AKA-68  #18979 
USS  Sturgeon  SS-187  #17937 
USS  Suamico  AO-49  #28307 
USS  Suffolk  AKA-69  #17894 
USS  Sumter  APA-52  (WWII)  #11084 
USS  Swasey  DE-248  #10290 
USS  Teaberry  AN-34  #13536 
USS  Tennessee  BB-43  #21362 
USS  Thatcher  DD-514  (50th  Aniv.  of 

Commis.  DesRon-23)  #17372 
USS  TIngey  DD-539  (DESRON-52) 

#12264 
USS  Tolowa  ATF-116  #18945 
USS  Torsk  SS-423  (WWII)  #10173 
USS  Towner  AKA-77  (WWII)  #14610 
USS  Tracy  DM-19  (OD-214)  MlnRon-1 

#13613 

USS  Trever  DMS-16  (DD-339)  MlnRon-2 
#13603 

USS  Truxtun  &  USS  Pollux  #20769 
USS  Twining  DD-540  (1943/71)  #18325 
USS  Tyrrell  AKA-80  (WWII)  #14469 
USS  Van  Valkenburgh  DD-656  (WWI  & 

Korea)  #18521 
USS  Virgo  AKA-20/AO-30  #10369 
USS  Wadlelgh  DD-689  (1943-63) 

#13882 

USS  Walter  C.  Wann  DE-412  #17331 
USS  Wasmuth  DMS-15  (DD-338) 

MlnRon-2  #13602 
USS  Wasp  CV/CVA/CVS-18  (Marines  & 

Air  Grps.  Incl.  1943/72)  #18682 
USS  Waukesha  AKA-84  #18275 
USS  Weaver  DE-741  #17733 
USS  Wesson  DE-184  #10112 
USS  Whetstone  #18383 


USS  William  C.  Lawe  DD-763  #13741 
USS  William  Seiverling  DE-441  #18056 
USS  William  Seiverling  DE-441  #18859 
USS  Wingfield  DE-194  #18889 
USS  Woolsey  DD-437  #17583 
USS  Yellowston  AD-27  #18947 
USS  Zane  DMS-14  (DD-337)  MinRon-2 
#13601 

VA-23,  Attack  Sq.  (Black  Knights) 

#14934 
VB-92  #13689 
VB-92  #13733 
VB/VPB-108  #18793 
VB/VPB-142  (WWII)  #21710 
VB/VPB-148  #18876 
VC-41  SQ.  #21138 
VC-42(WWII)  #17319 
VC-7/31  (WWII)  #17368 
VC-94  (WWII)  #17844 
VC-99  (WWII)  #22743 
VF-33/VT-33  (WWII)  #14628 
VF-41  #18980 

VF-53/USS  Valley  Forge/USS  Essex- 

(1948-Korea)  #18464 
VF-54  (Naval  Air  Squadron)  #18490 
VP-11(F)/54/51,  VB/VPB-101,  PATSU  1- 

2,  CASU(F)  56  (1936-45)  ODIN  Grp. 

#14970 

VP-24/VB-104/VP-104/VAHM-13  (Patrol 

Sq.  24)  #17633 
VP-40  (Seaplane  Era)  #17597 
VP-45  Assn.  (VP-205/VPB-205/VP-MS-5) 

#12797 

VP-47  (Korea,  1949-52)  #13533 
VPB-146  #18812 
VPB-203  (WWII)  #21319 
VPB-208  #21323 
VR-4  #18878 
VR-4  #18878 
VRC-50  #22763 
VRF-1  #21310 

VS-1-D14,  VS-66,  VS-65  #18131 
VT-80  REAM-HOLTVILLE  1945  WWII 
#14912 

VT-86  'Torpedo  Squadron  86"  (WWII) 
#10681 

VU-1  :  NAS  Barbers  R.  (Oahu,HI) 
#22504 

WAVES:  El  Toro,  Santa  Ana  CA  (1951/2- 

1956/7)  #30109 
YMS-332  (WWII)  #21969 
YMS-406  "Y'  Sq.  #18946 
YO-40  (Green  Cove  Springs,  FL)  8/51- 

11/52  #18834 


Air  Force 


1  Nouasseur  Air  Base  (1951-63) 

Moroccan  Reunion  Assn.  #13535 
1st  &  69th  Pilotless  Bomber  Sq.  #18882 
1st  Ftr.  Sqdn.  (Johnson,  Bleuthenthal, 

George  &  Tyndall  AFB)  WWII  #18847 
2nd  Bomb  Grp.  Assn  (1921/47)  &  2nd 

Bomb  Wing  (1947/91)  #15135 
6th  TAC,  9th  AF  (WWII)  #13748 
6th  TAC  Sq.  (WWII)  #13696 
9th  Bomb  Wg  (SAC-B-29,  B-47,  KC-97) 

Travis  &  Mt.  Home  AFB  #18870 
19th  Air  Base  Grp.,  19th  Installation  Sq. 

(Kadena  1953/55)  #22663 
19th  LSS,  ATS(S),  MAS(S)  (Kelly  AFB, 

TX)  #13873 
23rd  Bomb  Sq.  (1917-present)  #19035 
28th  Wing  Assn.  (1947-59)  #15112 
31st  Tac.  Recon.  Sq.  #18938 
41st  R.S.M./7011th  Pers.  Proc.  Sq. 

(1951-57)  Ger.  #21419 
42nd/54th  Trp.  Carrier  Sqs.  #22892 
46th/72nd  Tac.  Recon.  Sq.  (1946-55) 

#15127 

59th  Air  Police  Sq  (Burtonwood, 

England)  1950-56  #22799 
74th  Tac.  Recon.  Gp.  #13762 
74th  Tactical  Recon.  Grp.  #13731 
80th  Air  Depot  Wing,  Nouasseur  Air 

Base  (Morocco,  1951/55)  #13143 
84th  Bomb  Sq.  (L)  Jet  #18796 
89th  Airlift  Wing  "SAM  FOX"  Assn. 

(Andrews  AFB)  #18824 
90th  SRW  #18905 
97th  Bomb  Grp.(H),  414th  Bomb  Sq. 

#16947 

102nd  Observation  Squadron  #22845 
301st  Vets  Assn.  (WWII)  #15081 
303rd  ARRS  (Aerospace  &  Recov.  Sq.) 
#13735 


317th  TC  Wing,  Hq  Sq.  #20479 
318th  Ftr.  Sq.  (1953-54,  Thule 

Greenland)  #18896 
319th  Ftr.  Int.  Sq.  (Bunker  Hill,  Korea, 

Homestead)  #15094 
328th  Ftr.  Cntrl.  Sq.  #20012 
330th  &  331st  Ftr.  Intrcpt.  Sq.  (Stewart 

AFB,  NY)  #14937 
382nd  Air  Serv.  Grp.,  598th  Engr.  Sq. 

#10197 
395th  Sig.  Avn.  Co.  #30018 
459th  Ftr.  Sq.  #21540 
512th  Ftr.  Bomb  Sq.  (1951-54)  #18928 
517th  Air  Police  Sq.  (Wiesbaden, 

Germany)  #13715 
619th  AC&W  Sq.  (Ratidian  Point,  Guam 

1947-49)  #18910 
691stAF  Band  #20879 
730th  SAW,  5th  Platoon  #13423 
736th  AC&W  Sq.  (Fr.  Morocco  1952-56) 

(129th)  #18987 
1053rd  MATS  &  ATW  (1948-56)  #18988 
1125th  MP  Co.  (AVN)  (Pacific  Theater, 

1943-36)  #18720 
1503rd  Mil.  Air  Trns.  Svc,  1503rd  Air 

Trns.  Wing(Haneda  AFB  Japan  19) 

#20394 

1897th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.,  C  Co.  #21642 
3558th  Combat  Crew  Trng.  Sq.  (CCTS) 

1953-61  #13952 
4082nd  ABG  (1958-60)  #18802 
6147th  Tact.  Cont.  Grp.  "Mosquito 

Assn."(Korea)  #10337 
7100th  AP  Sq.  (USAFE-Wiesbaden,  Ger. 

58/62)  #21308 
Air  Intell.  Agency  #14957 
Air  Weather  Assn.  #17266 
Aviation  Cadet  Class  54-1  #18819 
BAD  2  Assn.  #18828 
Pilot  Class  54-G  #14982 
Pilot  Classes  44-H,l,J,G  #14972 
Pilotless  Bomber  Sqs.  1st  &  69th 

#15188 

SAC  Airborne  Command  Control 

#12218 
VT-30/ATU-301  #14931 
WAF  Reunion  (Enlisted)  #13904 


Army  Air  Forces 

1st  Radio  Sq.  (Patterson  Fid.  1942/45) 
#16821 

2nd  AF:  HQ  &  HQ  Sq.  (Spokane  & 
Colorado  Springs  WWII)  #10232 

2nd  Air  Div.,  392nd  Bomb  Grp.  (Mem. 
Assoc.)  #14280 

3rd  Staff  Sq.:  Sherman  Field  #10989 

4th  TAC  &  6th  TAC  Sq.  (ETO  WWII) 
#13740 

7th  Ferrying  Grp.  (WWII)  #20397 
8th  Ftr.  Cont.  Sq.,  5th  AF  (PTO  WWII) 
#16762 

9th  SERV  SQ  (PTO  WWII)  #19012 
10th  Emerg.  Resc.  Boat  Sq.  (Alaska) 
#16779 

11th  AF:  All  Bomb  Sq  &  Ftr  Sq  #18710 
14th  Ftr.  Grp.,  48th  Ftr.  Sq.  (P-38S 

WWII)  #22822 
17th  Air  Dpt.  Grp.  Repair  Sq.  #16817 
21stADG  #18890 

21st  Bomber  Commnd.,  HQ  &  HQ  Sq. 

(WWII)  #10046 
22nd  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  #18722 
25th  Bomb  Grp.,  Ren.  Sp.  (Former 

802nd  Ren  Watton,  England  1944/45) 

#16974 

26th  M.R.  &  R.  Sq.,  Gilder  Mechanics 

(1941-46)  WWII  #13695 
27th  Bomb  Grp.  (L)  #10995 
27th  Bomb  Grp.(L),  15th  Bomb  Sq. 

(WWII)  #16921 
28th  Photo  Recon.  Sq.  (PTO  WWII) 

#15107 

31st  Ftr.  Grp.,  308th  Ftr.  Sq.  (WWII) 
#14202 

31st  Ftr  Wing-307th,  308th,  309th  Sqdns 

(WWII)  #16658 
32nd  Troop  Carrier  Sqdn,  ETO,  WWII 

#18794 

34th  Air  Dpt.  Grp.  (WWII)  #16816 
36th  Air  Dpt.  Supply  Sq./ADG  (England, 

Africa,  Italy)  WWII  #18915 
38th  S.C.U.  (New  Guinea  1944-45  & 

Philippines  1945)  5th  AF  #18949 
45th  Air  Depot  Grp.  (Incl.  Attached 


Units)  #11164 
49th  Air  Dpt.  Grp.  (WWII)  #16944 
50th  Ftr.  Grp.,  10th  Ftr.  Sq.  (WWII) 

#15105 

50th  TC  Wing,  HQ  Sq.  (WWII)  #16898 
51st  Ftr.  Grp.  Assn  (WWII)  #10947 
57th  Bomb  Wing  Assn.  (WWII)  #16757 
60th  Air  Service  Sqdrn  #14591 
66th  Serv.  Sq.,  80th  Service  Grp.  (WWII) 

5th  AF  #15098 
68th  Air  Serv.  Grp.  (China  WWII) 

#16894 

69th  Serv.  Sq.  (PTO  WWII)  5th  AF 

#14277 
72nd  Ftr.  Sq.  #13875 
76th  TC  Sq.  (WWII)  #16942 
96th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.,  8th  AF  (WWII) 

#21476 

111th  Tac.  Recon.  Sq.  (WWII)  #16752 
112th  Liaison  Sq.,  9th  AF  #12163 
274th  AAF  Base  Unit:  Herington  KS 

Assn.  (WWII)  #11639 
306th  Ftr.  Cont.  Sq.  #10451 
308th  Airdrome  Sq.  (5th  AF,  WWII  PTO) 

#16767 
308th  Sig.  Co.  Wing.  #20266 
312th  Bomb  Group  (WWII)  #18871 
312th  Ftr.  Cont.  Sq.  (WWII)  #10225 
313th  Bomb  Wing  (VH),  6th  Bomb  Grp. 

(Tinian)  #15138 
314th  TC  Grp.,  61st  TC  Sq.  (WWII) 

#16968 
317th  Air  Serv.  Sq.  #16918 
320th  Bomb  Grp.  #10939 
321st  Serv.  Gp.,  9th  Serv.  Sq.  #16751 
341st  Bomb  Grp.  (M),  22nd  Bomb  Sq. 

(CBI/WWII)  #16756 
342nd  Air  SerSq  #12411 
343rd  Ftr.  Sq.  (England  WWII)  #16923 
348th  Ftr.  Grp.,  340th  Ftr.  Sq.  (WWII) 

#15032 

348th  Ftr.  Grp.:  341st  Ftr.  Sq.  (WWII) 

#10900 
370th  Bomb  Sq.  #11096 
384th  Bomb  Grp.  (WWII)  #11870 
391st  Bomb  Group  Assn.,  9th  AF 

#20978 

403rd  TC  Gp.,  64th  TC  Sq.  (13th  AF, 

WWII)  #10018 
403rd  TC  Grp.,  63rd  TC  Sq.,  13th  AF 

#10405 

435th  TC  Grp.,  78th  TC  Sq.  (WWII) 
#20336 

435th  TC  Grp.,  HQ  (WWII)  #16996 
436th  TC  Grp.,  80th  TC  Sq.  (WWII) 
#12573 

436th  TC  Grp.,  81st  TC  Sq.  (WWII) 

#20004 
438th  TC  Grp.  (WWII)  #21144 
452nd  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  #11142 
467th  Serv.  Sq.  (8th  AF,  Honington,Eng. 

WWII)  #16748 
484th  B.  Grp.  "Pathfinder"  (49th  B.Wing, 

15th  AF  Torretta  Italy,  WWII)  #10404 
552nd  Bomb.  Trng.  Sq.  (Roswell 

AAFBU,  NM)  WWII  #16400 
552nd  Bomb.  Trng.  Sq.  (Roswell  AA 

Fid.,  NM)  #18450 
679th  Ord.  Co.  (WWII)  #12433 
703rd  Ord.  Co.  (WWII)  #12434 
929th  Sig.  Bn.,  1717th  Sig.  Co.  #22962 
1022nd  Ord.  Co.  (WWII)  #12435 
1073rd  Sig.  Co.  (WWII)  #16997 
1168TH  QM  CO.  SERVICE  GP.  (AVN) 

#14915 

1525th  AAFBU,  Nov.  44-Oct  45  PTO 

(WWII)  #13893 
1536th  Ord.  Co.  (WWII)  #12436 
1537th  Ord.  Co.  (WWII)  #12437 
1537th  Ord.  S&M  Avn  Co.  #11039 
1539th  Ord.  Co.  (WWII)  #12438 
1886th  Avn.  Engr.  Bn.  (WWII)  #11110 
1915th  QMC  Truck  Co.  (Avn)  #22871 
2072nd  QM  Truck  Co.  #10911 
4145th  AAFBU  Tucson  Mod.  Center 

#18923 

4145th  Base  Unit  ATSC  #18943 
Ardmore  Army  Airfield  #17963 
ATC:  Karachi  (CBI  HImalayian  Flyers 

WWII)  #16883 
Aviation  Cadets,  July  1944,  Childress 

AAFB  #19028 
Cadet  Class  42-D  (Luke,  Mather, 

Stockton  &  Williams  Fields)  #18991 
Cadet  Class  44-1  #18874 
Childress  AAFB:  Aviation 

Please  turn  to  page  176 
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REDUCE  AGONIZING  NECK  PAIN! 


•  Feel  rested  and 
relaxed 

•  Doctor  recommended 

•  Made  In  USA 

•  Aligns  neck  to 
allow  an  open 
airway  making 
snoring  less  likely 

•  Designed 
anatomically  for 
additional  body 
support 


I  Hb 


T 


XV^ose 


10 


on 


Everyone  knows  how  important  a  restful  night's  sleep 
is  for  your  health.  Finally,  relief  for  the  millions  of 
snorers  who  can't  sleep  comfortably  because  their  air- 
ways are  obstructed.  Doctor  recommended  comfort  pil- 
low is  anatomically  designed  to  provide  the  extra  body, 
shoulder  and  neck  support  that's  needed  to  open  up 
obstructed  air  passages  and  reduce  snoring. 

Also  ideal  for  non-snorers  who  need  additional  head 
and  shoulder  support  for  a  more  comfortable  sleep. 

30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee  •  ©1994  Tristar  Products 

'yeS!  Please  send  me  the  Comfort  Pillow(s)  at  this  special  low  price"^ 

□  1  Pillow  -  $5.95  +  $2.95  Shipping  &  Handling  Total  $8.90 

□  SAVEI  Buy  2  for  $1 1 .00  +  $4.95  Shipping  &  Handling  Total  $1 5.95 

□  1  Fitted  pillow  case  -  $4.00  □  SAVEI  Buy  2  pillow  cases  -  $6.00 
Payment  Method  (Check  One): 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  □  VISA  □  MasterCard  □  Discover 
Total  Enclosed  $  (PA  residents  add  sales  tax) 


Credit  Card  #_ 
Print  Name  


Exp.  Date 


Address. 


Apt. 


City. 


.  State. 


.Zip. 


MAKE  PAYMENT  TO: 

l_TRISTAR  PRODUCTS  Dept.LP040, 1616  Duke  St.,  Laureldale,  PA  19605^ 


lEGISLIIVE  COMMISSION 

Putting  The  Teetf)  In  Legion  Policy 


Continued  from  page  114 

before  congressional  committees  as 
many  as  60  times  each  year.  Their  job 
is  to  turn  Legion  resolutions  passed  by 
members  into  congressional  action. 
Each  fall,  the  National  Commander 
also  testifies  before  a  joint  session  of 
the  House  and  Senate  Veterans 
Affairs  committees,  presenting  the 
Legion's  legislative  priorities 

Ever  since  its  initial  lobbying 
efforts  in  the  1920s,  the  Legion  has 
earned  a  reputation  on  Capitol  Hill  as 
a  voice  that  is  both  reasoned  and 
rational.  While  some  other  veterans' 
organizations  have  formed  political 
action  committees  and  officially 
endorsed  candidates,  the  Legion  has 
taken  the  higher  path  and  remained 
nonpartisan. 

The  Legion  has  followed  that  path 
since  its  beginning,  when  Theodore 
Roosevelt  Jr.,  a  founder,  reminded 
members  that  the  Legion  would  be 
concerned  with  "policies,  not  poli- 
tics." 

That  stance,  and  putting  the  well 
being  of  veterans  and  the  nation  first 
and  foremost,  is  perhaps  why  The 
American  Legion  —  with  3.1  million 
members  —  is  the  nation's  largest  and 
fastest  growing  veterans'  organiza- 
tion. An  organization  that  is  also  rec- 
ognized on  Capitol  Hill  as  the  voice  of 
mainstream  America. 

Public  opinion  researcher  Elmo 
Roper  once  asked  Americans  in  a  poll 
to  name  the  nonpolitical  group  they 
felt  had  the  most  trustworthy  political 
judgment.  The  Legion  was  at  the  top 
of  the  list.  "The  Legion  has  an  almost 
equal  appeal  among  business,  labor 
and  white  collar  groups  as  a  potential 
source  of  good  judgment,"  Roper 
wrote. 

Veterans  advocates  in  Washington 
feel  much  the  same  way.  "The  Legion 
has  been  instrumental  in  making  cer- 
tain that  our  veterans  and  their  fami- 
lies are  given  a  fair  shake,"  Rep.  G.V. 
"Sonny"  Montgomery,  chairman  of 
the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Commit- 
tee, remarked. 

"The  Legion  has  strong  national 
leaders,  an  industrious  and  vocal  leg- 
islative staff  in  Washington  and  a 
membership  representing  a  broad 
cross-section  of  America.  With  that 
kind  of  input  into  our  legislative  pro- 
gram, input  from  an  organization  that 
stays  on  top  of  the  concerns  of  our 


veterans  and  their  needs,  how  could 
we  help  but  be  successful? 

"The  veterans  of  this  nation  are 
fortunate  to  have  their  concerns 
expressed  in  Washington  by  this 
group  of  dedicated  volunteers  on  the 
Legislative  Commission  and  their  pro- 
fessional staff.  The  work  of  the  com- 
mittee and  Congress  is  greatly 
enhanced,"  Montgomery  said. 

That  kind  of  respect  isn't  new.  FBI 
Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover  once  said  of 
the  Legion:  "No  other  lay  organiza- 
tion has  done  more  for  law  and  order, 
national  security  and  the  moral  health 
of  the  nation  than  the  Legion."  □ 


AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 

Justice,  Freedom,  Democracy 
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quality  education  for  America's  youth, 
Legion  leaders  in  1921  organized  the 
first  national  observance  of  American 
Education  Week.  The  Legion  beUeves 
that  education  is  a  prerequisite  for 
good  citizenship  and  vital  to  keeping 
and  improving  a  free  society.  The 
Americanism  Commission  encourages 
Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  to 
support  adequate  funding  for  school 
construction,  research  and  teachers' 
salaries,  as  well  as  other  programs  that 
would  improve  the  quality  of  educa- 
tion. 

A  chief  tool  of  the  Legion's  empha- 
sis on  education  at  the  grassroots  level 
is  the  School  Award  Program.  Many, 
if  not  most.  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units 
award  American  Legion  Medals, 
Plaques  and  Certificates  to  graduating 
high  school  students  who  excel  in 
courage,  honor,  service  to  friends, 
neighbors  and  community,  leadership, 
patriotism  and  scholarship. 

And  to  help  promising  students  get 
post-high  school  education,  the  com- 
mission has  published  the  booklet. 
Need  A  Lift?,  for  the  past  43  years.  It 
contains  information  on  Legion,  Auxil- 
iary and  other  sources  of  financial  aid. 
Considered  the  most  complete  listing 
of  scholarships  in  the  nation,  Need  A 
Lift?  tells  students  and  parents  how 
and  where  to  apply  for  public  and  pri- 
vate aid. 

Several  countries  of  the  world  today 
subscribe  to  a  form  of  government 
opposed  to  America's  belief  in 
unalienable  rights.  They  say  that  the 
state  is  the  author  of  our  rights,  not 
God.  These  countries  practice  totalitar- 
ianism under  the  guise  of  communism, 


Nazism,  fascism  and  many  other 
"isms." 

The  Service  to  God  and  Country 
program  of  the  Americanism  Commis- 
sion is  designed  to  help  prevent  the 
spiritual  decay  of  America  and  to 
charge  our  citizens  with  a  spirit  of  pos- 
itive Americanism,  respect  for  law, 
regard  for  authority  and  an  awareness 
of  our  human  rights  and  freedoms. 
Knowing  that  without  God,  there  is  no 
Americanism,  the  Legion  emphasizes 
three  objectives:  regular  public  wor- 
ship; daily  family  prayer;  and  the  reli- 
gious education  of  our  children. 

For  this  program  to  become  a  reaU- 
ty,  it  must  be  carried  on  as  an  activity 
of  the  individual  Post.  High-sounding 
ideals  projected  by  the  National  Chap- 
lain or  Department  Chaplains  do  no 
good  unless  they  reach  the  Post,  the 
Legionnaire  and  the  community  he  or 
she  Uves  in.  □ 


CHEW  &  YOUTH  COMMISSION 

A  Square  Deal  For  Evefy  Child 
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Salk  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  In  the 
1950s,  Legion  contributions  helped 
create  the  National  Association  for 
Mental  Health. 

In  1954,  The  American  Legion 
Child  Welfare  Foundation  (CWF)  was 
created  to  provide  financial  assistance 
to  other  nonprofit  youth-serving  orga- 
nizations. Supported  by  gifts,  be- 
quests and  fundraising  efforts  of 
Legionnaires,  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Auxiliary  and  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion,  the  foundation  has 
awarded  more  than  $4  million  in 
grants  throughout  its  40-year  history. 

In  the  1980s,  the  Legion  was 
instrumental  in  gaining  the  public's 
awareness  of  children  suffering  from 
Reye's  Syndrome.  The  CWF  granted 
$25,000  to  make  a  film  about  the  dis- 
ease and  later  paid  for  brochures  on 
Reye's.  Others  to  receive  grants 
include  the  National  Hemophilia 
Foundation,  Big  Brothers  and  Sisters 
of  America,  National  Jewish  Center 
for  Immunology  and  Respiratory 
Medicine  and  the  Association  of  Birth 
Defect  Children. 

When  American  troops  were  called 
to  the  Gulf  War,  The  American 
Legion  responded  immediately  to 
their  families'  needs  by  creating  the 
Family  Support  Network  (FSN). 
More  than  30,000  calls  poured  into 
Please  turn  page 
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HEAR  A  WHISPER  UP  TO 
100  FEET  AWAY! 

Incredible  WhisperXL 
Gives  You  Super  Hearing 

For  Only 

$29959 

This  is  the  SAME  famous  Whisper 
XL™  sound  ampHfication  device  that 
has  been  nationally  publicized  on  TV 
and  in  leading  publications  -  similar  to 
those  that  have  been  sold  in  Europe  for 
much,  much  more!  But  during  this 
nationwide  publicity  campaign, 
TeleBrands  is  offering  them  for  the 
unbelievable  price  of  just  $29.95  only 
to  those  who  respond  to  this  ad  before 
Midnight,  October  20,  1994. 

High  Technology  So  Small, 
It  Fits  Right  Behind  Your  Ear! 

Don't  be  fooled  by  the  small  size  or 
appearance  of  this  device.  The 
WhisperXLT^'*^  may  look  like  a  simple 
device  designed  to  hide  right  behind 
your  ear,  but  is  actually  a  major  break- 
through in  sound  interception  and 
amplification  technology.  State-of-the- 
art  electronic  engineering  actually 
allows  you  to  hear  a  whisper  up  to  100 
feet  away.  It  works  so  incredibly  well 
that  you  literally  won't  believe  your 
ears! 


Complete  5  Piece  Set! 


A  New  World 
Through  Super  Ears! 

Just  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to 
hear  sounds  that  you  could  never  hear 
before.  Studies  show  that  there  are 
thousands  of  different  sounds  that  are 
not  normally  audible  to  the  average 
person.  Slip  on  this  technologically 
advanced  device  and  you'll  instantly 


hear  like  a  super  hero.  Incredibly, 
you'll  be  able  to  hear  people  talking  in 
the  next  room  loudly  and  clearly,  or  a 
pin  drop  from  50  feet  away!  Take  a 
walk  outdoors  and  you'll  hear  birds 
sing  like  you've  never  heard  them  sing 
before,  and  hear  deer  coming  before 
they  hear  you!  It's  an  outdoorsman's 
dream  come  true. 

Never  Miss  A  Word! 

WhisperXLT^"^  has  dozens  of  practical 
uses!  Take  it  to  the  movies,  theater,  or 
lecture  hall  and  you'll  never  miss  a 
word.  It's  great  for  watching  TV  with  a 
spouse  -  just  keep  the  volume  on  low 
and  turn  on  WhisperXL™.  She  can 
read  while  you  watch  the  ball  game! 
Now  you  can  enjoy  the  crisp,  clear 
sound  of  a  TV  or  radio  playing  at  low 
levels,  without  annoying  everyone  else 
in  the  room.  Experience  the  fascinating 
world  of  super  hearing  -  order  today ! 

The  WhisperXLT^'^  weighs  less  than  an 
ounce,  has  6  sound  levels  to  accommo- 
date your  own  sound  enhancement 
desires,  an  on/off  switch  right  at  your 
fingertips  and,  best  of  all,  it  adjusts  and 
rotates  for  ultimate  comfort  so  you  can 
wear  the  WhisperXL™  behind  your 


left  or  right  ear!  WhisperXLT^"^  comes 
complete  with  battery  and  a  one  year 
money  back  guarantee. 

WARNING:  It  is  prohibited  by  law 
to  spy  or  listen  to  the  private  con- 
versations of  others  without  the 
permission  of  at  least  one  party. 


MAIL  BEFORE  OCTOBER  20TH 
FOR  THIS  AMAZING  OFFER! 


\/CO  I  Please  rush  me  the  following 
1  CO  m  sets  of  Whisper  XL. 

□  One  Whisper  XL  for  only  $29.95  plus  $5  S&H. 

□  SAVE!  Two  for  only  $54.95  plus  $6  S&H. 

□  SAVE  MORE!  Three  for  $69.95  plus  $7  S&H. 
_  Qty.  Additional  batteries  just  $2.00  each. 

Enclosed  $  VA  res.  add  sales  tax. 

Payment  Method:  (Check  One) 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  □  Visa  □  M/C 

□  Amex  □  Discover  □  Carte  Blanch 

Card  #  


Expire  Date_ 
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Apt.  
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-Zip. 


TeleBrands,  Dept.  XL5556 

One  American  Way,  Roanoke,  VA  24016 
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the  FSN,  and  Legionnaires  at  the  local 
level  made  home  and  car  repairs, 
helped  with  yard  work  and  hosted  or 
formed  support  groups.  The  Legion 
also  provided  financial  assistance  — 
often  within  48  hours  of  a  request  — 
to  families  in  need  or  waiting  for  mili- 
tary pay. 

Since  it  began,  the  FSN  has  given 
more  than  $350,000  to  aid  Gulf  War 
veterans  and  their  families. 

Other  current  programs  conducted 
by  Legionnaires  include  child  safety, 
prevention  of  teenage  suicide  and 
substance  abuse,  and  a  nationwide 
effort  to  ensure  children  are  fully 
immunized. 

One  of  the  most  recent  and  suc- 
cessful programs  by  The  American 
Legion  has  been  a  cooperative  effort 
with  Kellogg 's  USA  and  the  National 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation 
(RP). 

In  a  test  program  in  1992,  volun- 
teers of  the  Legion,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  handed  out  coupons  at  stores 
in  seven  states.  When  shoppers  used 
the  coupons  to  buy  Kellogg's  cereal, 
Kellogg 's  made  contributions  to  RP 
and  the  Legion's  Child  Welfare  Foun- 
dation. 

The  seven-state  test  was  so  suc- 
cessful, it  was  expanded  to  cover  the 
entire  country.  In  the  national  pro- 
gram, about  21,000  Legion  family 
volunteers  worked  some  96,000  hours 
in  4,400  stores  in  June  1993.  By 
putting  the  Kellogg's  coupons  in  con- 
sumers' hands,  the  volunteers  not 
only  helped  fight  blindness,  but  raised 
money  for  the  Child  Welfare  Founda- 
tion. □ 


NiffllONAL  SECURIIY 
COMMISSION 

A  Strong  Defense  Jo  Deter  Aggression 


Continued  from  page  1 17 

"Walking  Blood  Banks."  They  main- 
tain a  roster  of  Post  members  who  are 
willing  and  eligible  to  donate  blood 
when  the  need  arises. 

Many  Departments  and  Posts  are 
active  in  programs  that  recognize 
JROTC  and  ROTC  units  at  high 


schools,  colleges  and  universities. 
Each  year  10,000  top  cadets  receive 
American  Legion  medals  and  honors. 

The  commission  also  urges  Posts 
to  adopt  crime  resistance  and  law 
enforcement  programs  in  their  com- 
munities. 

For  example,  in  1968,  when  there 
was  a  breakdown  of  law  and  order  in 
the  streets  over  the  country's  involve- 
ment in  the  Vietnam  War,  the  com- 
mission called  on  Posts  to  develop 
programs  to  rekindle  national  respect 
for  the  law.  Many  Posts  created  pro- 
grams that  recognized  law  enforce- 
ment officers,  invited  Vietnam  veter- 
ans to  speak  in  their  communities  and 
helped  establish  veterans'  clubs  on 
college  campuses. 

Since  1926,  The  American  Legion 
and  American  Red  Cross  have  been 
working  together  in  disaster  relief 
efforts. 

A  formal  Disaster  Relief  Under- 
standing was  signed  by  both  organiza- 
tions in  1981.  Among  other  things, 
the  agreement  calls  for  the  Legion's 
cooperation  in  using  its  facilities  as 
shelters,  feeding  centers,  depots  and 
offices. 

Whether  its  position  on  a  national 
security  issue,  through  the  years, 
appears  to  be  liberal  or  conservative. 
The  American  Legion  has  always 
been  guided  by  one  principle  — 
what's  best  for  the  country.  □ 


VETERANS  AFFAIRS  & 
EEHABIimiON  COMMISSION 

A  Helping  Hand  For  Veterans 
M  Their  Families 


Continued  from  page  117 

suffering  from  exposure  to  Agent 
Orange.  And  the  five-year  American 
Legion-Columbia  University  study 
revealed  that  Vietnam  veterans  with 
high  levels  of  combat  experience  had 
greater  readjustment  problems  and 
often  suffered  from  Post-Traumatic 
Stress  Disorder  (PTSD). 

The  VA&R  agenda  today  contin- 
ues to  emphasize  care  for  Vietnam 
veterans  as  well  as  a  contemporary  GI 
Bill  and  treatment  for  the  mysterious 
illnesses  many  Desert  Storm  veterans 
brought  home. 

VA&R  field  representatives  regu- 
larly visit  VA  medical  facilities 
throughout  the  country  to  gather 
information  on  the  quality  of  care  pro- 
vided to  veterans.  This  information, 
along  with  recommendations  for 


improvements,  is  submitted  to  VA 
officials  and  Congress. 

But  of  all  the  responsibilities  of 
VA&R,  perhaps  none  is  more  impor- 
tant than  the  Service  Officer  program, 
the  backbone  of  Legion  help  to  indi- 
vidual veterans  and  their  families  (see 
Page  126).  A  veteran's  widow  needs 
assistance  in  obtaining  death  benefits. 
A  veteran  needs  medical  care  or 
wants  to  file  a  VA  claim  for  a  service- 
connected  injury  or  illness. 

A  hard-working  Service  Officer  at 
the  Post,  District,  County  or  Depart- 
ment level  is  there  to  help  them.  It  is 
that  Service  Officer  who  proves  every 
day  the  true  worth  of  The  American 
Legion  as  a  service  organization  for 
veterans.  Here  at  the  grassroots  level 
is  where  The  American  Legion's 
"devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness" 
begins.  □ 


FOREIGN  RmioNS  Commission 

Promoting  Peace  And  Good  Will 
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unilaterally  in  matters  involving 
national  security. 

In  recent  years  that  sovereignty 
was  challenged  during  U.N.  peace- 
keeping and  humanitarian  operations 
in  Somalia.  The  Legion  was  among 
the  first  in  the  country  to  call  for 
American  troops  to  be  removed  from 
Somalia  when  it  became  clear  that  our 
men  and  women  were  placed  in 
harm's  way  when  our  national  securi- 
ty was  not  at  stake.  American  troops 
in  Somalia  were  not  only  under  the 
control  of  foreign  commanders,  but 
they  also  were  not  covered  by  the 
Geneva  Conventions  if  they  were  cap- 
tured. 

At  the  75th  National  Convention, 
delegates  passed  resolutions  that 
opposed  placing  U.S.  troops  under 
foreign  command;  called  for  estab- 
lishing a  Prisoner  of  War/Missing  in 
Action  Commission  that  would  ensure 
American  POW/MIAs  were  account- 
ed for,  properly  treated  and  freed 
from  captivity  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment;  and  urged  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment to  take  steps  to  obtain  the  fullest 
possible  accounting  of  all  American 
POW/MIAs. 

Later,  in  support  of  its  long-time 
efforts  to  seek  a  full  accounting  of 
POW/MIAs  of  the  Vietnam  War,  the 
Legion  opposed  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment's decision  to  lift  the  embargo  on 
Vietnam  and  establish  diplomatic 
Please  turn  page 
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"WORLD'S  BEST"  BACK  BRACE  VALUE 


The  same  kind  of  "major  league",  industrial-type  back  support 
system  used  by  employees  of  home  centers,  warehouses,  coast- 
to-coast  movers  and  construction  companies. 


I 


Better  value 
than  those 
sold  by 
others  for 


•  For  men 

and 
women 

•  Wear  it 
over  or 
under 
your 
clothes! 


"World's  Best"  Back  Brace  helps  prevent  back  pain  before 
it  begins!  Helps  ease  strain  of  bending  and  lifting — even 
if  you  're  bending  and  lifting  all  day  long!  Perfect  for 
gardening,  household  chores,  and  yardwork.  Even 
helps  promote  better  posture.  Adjusts  for  light  to 
"major  league"  support.  Machine  washable. 
Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment.  Full  one 
year  money-back  guarantee  excluding  shipping 
and  handling  charges.  SORRY — we  reserve 
right  to  limit  2.  Hurry! 


Adjustable  panels 
for  super  support. 

Criss-cross  design 
for  super-relief. 

Used  by  construc- 
tion workers  and 
weight  lifters 


Styling 
may  vary 
from  unit 
pictured. 


■In  III  ^i:^^^^ 


□  YES!  Send  Back  Brace  for  only  $14.95. 


SAVE  MORE  ■»  □   2  for  $27.95 


Check  waist  size: 

□  S  (24-30),  □  M  (31-37),  □  L  (38-44),  □  XL  (45-50) 

(Add  $2  for  L  and  XL  sizes) 

Add  $2.75  shpg.  &  hdlg.  In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax.  Tax$  

Total  erKlosed  $  .  MaKe  check  to  RBM  Ltd. 
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NEVER  BEFORE  has  pure  gold  been  added  to  the  most  beautiful 
United  States  minted  coins  -  -  the  Morgan  Silver  Dollar  and  the 
Walking  Liberty  Hall  Dollar. 

Our  exclusive  bi-tone  process  adds  24k  gold  with  extreme  preci- 
sion to  create  a  stunning  two-tone  of  precious  metals.  Our  Lenscote 
II  process  permanently  seals  and  protects  the  beauty  of  these 
authentic  coins  These  quality  silver  and  gold  coins  are  fashioned 
by  and  only  available  through  Cartwheels. 
The  Walking  Liberty  Necklace,  complete  with  a  1 4k  gold-filled  24" 
rope  chain,  is  $1 39.  If  possible,  we  would  like  to  send  you  a  mean- 
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The  Morgan  Silver  Dollar  Clip  is  heavy  24k  gold-plated  with  a 
patented  spring  action  clip  that  will  hold  even  one  bill  firmly  Choose 
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A  numbered  Certificate  of  Authenticity  comes  with  each  coin  and 
all  are  beautifully  gift-wrapped.  If  on  receipt  you  are  not  fully  satisfied, 
we  guarantee  a  refund.  Prices  subject  to  change. 
Cartwheels  Order  TOLL  FREE 
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relations  with  the  communist  nation. 

But  the  success  of  The  American 
Legion's  foreign  relations  program 
depends  on  the  support  of  its  Posts 
and  Departments.  It  is  at  the  Posts 
where  many  of  the  Legion's  resolu- 
tions on  foreign  policy  are  first  con- 
ceived, discussed  and  approved.  It  is 
at  the  Posts  where  the  Legion's  pur- 
pose to  promote  peace  and  good  will 
is  seen  daily. 

It  is  the  Posts  that  form  programs 
to  send  CARE  packages  to  needy 
families  overseas,  collect  medicine 
and  bandages  for  Third  World  hospi- 
tals, sponsor  orphans  overseas  and 
student  exchange  visits,  or  countless 
other  people-to-people  projects. 

America  has  come  to  expect  such 
generosity  and  selfless  acts  from 
those  who  wear  the  blue  cap.  □ 
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example  was  when  Legionnaires 
wanted  to  honor  the  men  and  women 
who  served  in  Vietnam  with  a  memo- 
rial in  Washington,  D.C.  The  Internal 
Affairs  Commission  coordinated 
Legion  fundraising  efforts  that  result- 
ed in  $1.3  million  in  donations,  mak- 
ing Legionnaires  the  largest  donors  to 
The  Wall. 

Another  example  was  the  Legion's 
Family  Support  Network,  which  is 
managed  by  the  commission  and  its 
staff.  When  the  Persian  Gulf  War 
erupted,  the  Legion  established  The 
Family  Support  Network  to  help  thou- 
sands of  veterans'  families  when  their 
loved  ones  were  called  to  war.  The 
commission  and  its  staff  also  manage 
the  Legion's  National  Emergency 
Fund,  which  provides  grants  to 
Legion  families  and  Posts  that  are 
ravaged  by  national  disasters  such  as 
floods,  earthquakes  and  hurricanes. 

The  Trophies,  Awards  and  Cere- 
monial Committee  recommends 
awards  that  may  become  official 
American  Legion  awards  and  gathers 
nominations  for  existing  ones,  such  as 
the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  the 


International  Amity  Awards,  the 
Canadian  Friendship  Awards  and  the 
Good  Neighbor  Award. 

The  Distinguished  Service  Medal, 
established  in  1921,  recognizes  per- 
sons for  their  contributions  to  Ameri- 
ca's greatness.  Among  past  winners 
have  been  General  of  the  Armies  John 
J.  Pershing;  Ignace  Jan  Paderewski  of 
Poland;  Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur; 
Henry  Ford;  Bob  Hope;  Babe  Ruth; 
Dr.  Jonas  SaUc;  Most  Reverend  Fulton 
J.  Sheen;  unknown  servicemen  of 
WWI,  WWn  and  the  Korean  War  in 
the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier; 
and  heart  specialist  Dr.  Michael  E. 
DeBakey. 

The  Good  Neighbor  Award  is 
given  by  the  Legion  to  Legionnaires 
who  perform  outstanding  voluntary 
work  in  their  communities. 

Another  important  responsibility  of 
the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  the 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion,  an 
organized  program  of  veterans'  sons 
that  contributes  regularly  to  such 
charities  as  the  Juvenile  Diabetes 
Foundation,  Make-A-Wish  Founda- 
tion and  The  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation. 

But  to  members  of  the  commis- 
sion, its  staff  and  committees,  nothing 
is  more  important  than  serving  Amer- 
ica's veterans.  For  they  know  if  the 
Legion  can  do  that  well,  setting 
records  in  membership  will  never  be  a 
problem.  □ 


ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 

Jobs  For  Veterans 


Continued  from  page  118 

um  and  large  employer  who  has 
excelled  in  hiring  veterans.  The  com- 
mission also  recognizes  outstanding 
Job  Service  officers.  Local  Veterans 
Employment  Representatives  and  Dis- 
abled Veterans  Outreach  Program  spe- 
ciahsts. 

In  recent  months,  much  of  the  com- 
mission's attention  has  been  focused 
on  job  training  for  veterans  being  dis- 
charged because  of  the  military  down- 
sizing. In  1993,  the  Legion  and  the 
Laborers'  International  Union  of  North 
America  kicked  off  a  pilot  program  to 
train  recently  discharged  veterans  for 
jobs  in  construction  and  environmental 
cleanup.  Called  the  Career  Transition 
Program,  it  has  been  awarded  a 
$166,000  grant  from  the  Labor  Depart- 
ment to  expand  the  number  of  veterans 
in  training.  □ 
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found  themselves  on  the  battlefield. 
Those  who  returned  were  eligible  to 
join  The  American  Legion  by  virtue  of 
their  wartime  service.  As  a  result, 
membership  dropped  from  a  high  of 
72,633  to  5,631.  For  SAL,  the  1940s 
and  1950s  were  lean  years. 

The  former  SALs,  now  WWII  veter- 
ans, had  no  children  in  the  immediate 
post-war  years.  Attention  turned  to 
housing  shortages,  the  political  struggle 
to  pass  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
Korean  War. 

In  the  early  1960s,  however,  mem- 
bership in  SAL  began  to  rise  again  in 
conjunction  with  their  sponsoring 
Posts,  and  with  the  renewed  strength, 
many  of  SAL's  old  community  activi- 
ties were  restored. 

In  1969,  a  Legion  committee 
appointed  to  look  into  SAL  determined 
a  national  program  was  needed  to  give 
it  direction.  And  in  1972,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee approved  Resolution  13,  creat- 


ing a  National  Organization  of  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  program.  Also 
approved  was  Resolution  21,  which 
outlined  reporting  of  all  SAL  matters 
through  the  Internal  Affairs  Commis- 
sion of  The  American  Legion. 

Based  on  the  new  organizational 
structure,  SAL  squadrons  in  each  state 
came  under  the  controls  of  a  Detach- 
ment, similarly  the  way  Posts  in  states 
answer  to  their  Legion  Department. 
Squadrons  bear  the  same  numbers  as 
their  sponsored  Posts  and  serve  as 
adjuncts  by  helping  with  fundraisers 
and  maintaining  Post  homes. 

Today,  SAL  is  closing  in  on  20  con- 
secutive years  of  all-time  high  member- 
ship, with  an  annual  growth  rate  of  9 
percent  a  year.  Squadron  29  of 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  exemplifies  SAL's 
rapid  growth.  During  the  past  five 
years.  Squadron  29's  membership  grew 
from  53  to  239.  Another  example: 
Squadron  82  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  grew 
from  274  to  452  members  during  the 
past  five  years,  too.  SAL  national 
membership  exceeds  161,376,  includ- 
ing members  in  France,  Canada  and  the 
Philippines. 

Along  with  the  Auxiliary,  SAL  is  an 
important  and  growing  part  of  The 
American  Legion  family.  □ 
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ing  the  Anzio  invasion)  to  Hollywood 
and  launched  a  career  that  has  spanned 
decades  and  entertained  milhons. 

Graves  still  holds  a  special  place  in 
his  heart  for  veterans.  This  year  he  is 
touring  the  country  as  VA's  Hospital- 
ized Veterans  Representative,  sharing 
his  time  and  talent  with  thousands  of 
patients  at  VA  hospitals. 

For  President  Ford,  it  was  the  secu- 
rity of  a  home.  For  Peter  Graves  and 
Johnny  Cash,  it  was  a  stepping  stone  to 
a  career,  for  retired  Air  Force  Maj. 
Gen.  Jearme  M.  Holm,  it  was  a  com- 
petitive edge  in  a  man's  world.  "The 
World  War  n  GI  Bill  was  a  major  fac- 
tor in  my  career,"  says  Holm,  former 
undersecretary  of  the  Air  Force  and 
author  of  Women  in  the  Military:  An 
Unfinished  Revolution.  "Without  a  col- 
lege education  —  all  of  which  I 
obtained  on  the  GI  Bill  —  I  would 
never  have  been  able  to  compete  suc- 
cessfully for  serious  rank  in  the  mili- 
tary," she  wrote  the  Legion  in  1984. 

Wyoming  Sen.  Alan  K.  Simpson's 
testimonial  credits  the  GI  Bill  with 
keeping  veterans  off  the  public  dole. 
"Undoubtedly,  it  also  has  saved  the 
country  many  times  its  cost  by 
enabling  the  millions  of  participating 
veterans  to  eam  enough  to  be  assured 
that  they  would  not  require  income- 
maintenance  and  other  public  assis- 
tance programs. 

"Instead,  they  have  gone  on  to  pay 
the  government  billions  in  taxes," 
Simpson  wrote  on  the  occasion  of  the 
bill's  40th  anniversary. 

The  honor  roll  of  men  and  women 
who  have  benefited  from  the  GI  Bill 
over  the  past  50  years  is  nearly  end- 
less. The  American  Legion  has  many 
notable  accomplishments  to  its  record 
over  the  past  75  years,  but  none  more 
rewarding  than  its  triumph  over  the 
opposition  to  establish  the  GI  Bill. 

"But,  the  battle  for  the  GI  Bill  is 
never  over.  For  all  practical  purposes, 
we  no  longer  have  one  today,"  says 
National  Commander  Bruce  Thiesen. 
"It  has  been  watered  down.  As  I  com- 
plete my  tenure  in  office,  I  urge  my 
fellow  Legionnaires  to  support  the 
Legion's  efforts  to  reinstate  this  mag- 
nificent legislation  to  its  original 
strength  and  usefulness.  It  is  a  legacy 
The  American  Legion  owes  to  current 
and  future  generations  of  veterans."  □ 
By  Ken  Scharnherg 
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Moline,  a  20-year  Navy  veteran,  has 
been  the  Historian  for  Post  142  in  Can- 
non Falls,  Minn.  Over  the  years,  he  has 
spent  much  of  his  own  money  to  ensure 
that  a  record  of  his  180-member  Post 
would  be  maintained. 

A  typical  volunteer,  Moline  has  held 
a  number  of  positions,  including  Com- 
mander and  Adjutant  of  the  Post,  and 
recently  he  was  honored  for  selling 
more  than  3,000  raffle  tickets  to  help 
support  the  serviceman's  center  at  the 
Minneapolis  airport. 

But  the  Historian's  scrapbook  has 
always  been  his  pet  project.  "I  take  all 
the  photos  and  save  the  newspaper  clip- 
pings," he  says.  "We've  taken  third 
three  times  in  Department  competi- 
tion," he  says.  For  his  efforts.  Post  142 
presented  him  with  a  Paid-Up-For-Lrfe 
membership.  The  Historian  also  coordi- 
nates with  the  Post  Chaplain  to  ensure 
the  graves  of  veterans  are  decorated  on 
Memorial  Day  and  other  patriotic  holi- 
days. 


Chaplain 

Like  other  Legion  Chaplains 
throughout  the  country,  on  any  given 
day,  Charleston  (S.C.)  Chaplain  J. 
Francis  Carlisle  is  hard  at  work  looking 
after  the  spiritual  needs  of  veterans.  "I 
may  be  the  only  Legion  Chaplain  who 
carries  a  beeper.  The  Post  pays  for  it," 
says  Carlisle.  He  says  there  are  eight 
hospitals  to  visit  and  45  Posts  to  serve 
within  his  zone.  He  has  provided  his 
services  for  as  many  as  six  funerals  in 
one  week. 

An  important  part  of  the  Chaplain's 
duties  is  to  visit  hospitalized  veterans 
and  tend  to  their  personal  and  spiritual 
needs.  "I  always  say  a  prayer  with 
them,"  says  Carlisle,  whose  wife  is  also 
a  Chaplain  with  the  Auxiliary. 

Carlisle,  who  is  not  a  clergyman  like 
many  Post  Chaplains,  is  currently 
teaching  a  15-year-old  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  member  who  wants 
to  be  Chaplain  in  his  Squadron. 

"The  American  Legion  is  founded 
on  the  spirit  of  volunteerism,"  says 
National  Commander  Bruce  Thiesen. 
"Unpaid  and  unsung,  the  majority  of 
the  Legion  officers  at  nearly  15,000 
Posts  and  800  Districts  are  the  embodi- 
ment of  that  spirit.  The  Legion  could 
never  be  the  Legion  without  them."  □ 


SERVICE  OFHCERS 

Continued  from  page  126 


thousands  of  volunteer  Legion  Service 
Officers  at  Posts,  Counties  and  Dis- 
tricts who  work  daily  to  make  veter- 
ans' lives  better. 

"If  there  is  anyone  in  the  Legion 
who  works  harder  than  a  DSO,  I  don't 
know  who  that  is,"  says  National 
Commander  Bruce  Thiesen. 

"A  good  Service  Officer  is  a  doc- 
tor, lawyer,  priest,  family  counselor 
and  Indian  chief,"  says  Iowa  DSO  Bob 
Payton.  "It's  more  than  just  claims. 
You  get  involved  with  your  clients' 
personal  lives." 

It  is  a  rare  Service  Officer  who 
hasn't  worked  to  get  a  veteran  with 
Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disorder  into 
rehabilitation.  What  Service  Officer 
hasn't  helped  a  veteran's  widow  get  a 
headstone,  burial  flag  or  honor  guard 
for  her  husband,  or  battled  a  nursing 
home  to  get  an  aging  veteran  help? 
And  what  Service  Officer  hasn't 
invested  time  and  effort  to  find  help 
for  a  disabled  child  of  a  veteran? 

"If  we  were  only  allowed  one  word 
to  describe  Service  Officers  past  and 
present,  that  word  would  be  'dedica- 
tion,'" says  Thiesen.  "These  men  and 
women  go  above  and  beyond  their 
basic  duties  because  they  care." 

Even  VA  depends  on  Service  Offi- 
cers. DSOs  supply  feedback  on  how 
the  VA  system  is  working.  In  some 
cases,  they  even  instruct  VA  claims 
people  on  new  procedures.  For  exam- 
ple, when  the  Court  of  Veterans 
Appeals  began  making  decisions  that 
affected  the  way  claims  were  handled, 
American  Legion  Service  Officers 
often  had  the  word  sooner  than  VA 
claims  adjudicators. 

Much  of  that  word  came  from  the 
training  they  receive  at  the  Legion's 
DSO  training  school  held  twice  a  year. 
Some  100  to  120  Service  Officers 
attend  each  session  to  learn  of  the  lat- 
est changes  in  VA  claims  procedures 
and  improve  their  advocacy  skills. 

Tyndall  says  the  school  is  a  place 
to  compare  notes  and  come  away  with 
techniques  that  win  claims.  "Each 
time  I  win  a  claim  for  a  veteran,  it's 
like  a  great  victory,"  he  says. 

"Winning  for  a  veteran,"  says 
Iowa's  Bob  Payton.  "That's  the  most 
satisfying  thing  in  the  world."  It  has 
also  been  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 
Service  Officer's  job  for  75  years.  □ 
By  Ken  Scharnberg 


END  THE  EMBARRASSMENT  OF 

POOR  BLADDER  CONTROL 

Luxurious  Comfort  with  24  Hour  Protection 

Three-Layer  Design  Guarantees  Protection 

0  Inner  layer  of  soft,  highly-absorbent,  100%  pre-shrunk 
cotton  flannel. 

(D  Middle  "shield"  layer  of  durable,  water-repellent  nylon. 
(D  Outer  layer  of  fast  drying,  100%  cotton/knit 

Whenever  incontinence  occurs  — The  inner  layer  absorbs 
moisture,  the  middle  layer  acts  as  a  moisture  barrier  that  pro- 
tects the  outer  layer  and  your  clothing  from  stains  and  spots. 

slim,  absorbant  design  prevents  a  slight  k)ss  of  urinary 
control  from  spotting  and  staining  clothes.  And  to 
insure  complete  privacy,  "CFDS"  is  discreetly  packaged 
and  offered  only  through  the  mail. 

Try  them  risk-free.  Order  a  pair  (or  tvw))  of  "CFDS" 
and  if  you're  not  completely  delighted,  just  return  them 
within  30  days  for  a  prompt,  full,  no-questions  asked 
refund,  less  postage. 

"CFDS" ...  the  private  approach  to  freedom,  trusted 
by  thousands. 


Minor  to  average  incontinence  problems  or  poor 
bladder  control  is  no  longer  an  embarrassment  or 
an  inconvenience  for  thousands  of  satisfied  customers 
vi/ho  have  ConFiDenS  in  CFDS. 

These  fine  undergarments  for  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  devetoped  by  a  doctor  who  understood  his  patients' 
need  for  privacy  and  freedom  from  costly  and 
uncomfortable  store-bought  disposables. 

Made  of  soft  100%  washable  cotton,  "CFDS"  will 


outwear  and  outlast  ordinary  underwear  by  far.  Their 

"CFDS,"  Dept.  94-6, 2246  D  Rome  Drive,  P.O.  Box  88319,  Indianapolis,  IN  46208 

□  Please  rush  me  2  pair  of  "CFDS"  for  $23.90  plus  $3.50  UPS  shipping  and  handling 

□  Please  rush  me  1  pair  of  "CFDS"  for  $12.95  plus  $3.50  UPS  shipping  and  handling 

□  Please  rush  me  4  pair  of  "CFDS"  for  $47.80  POSTAGE  FREE!  Ind.  res.  add  5%  sales  tax. 


□  Men's  Briefs 


□  Sm.  (30-32)    □  L  (38-40) 


□  Med.  (34-36)  □  XL  (42-44) 


□  *)0(L  (46-48)  □  *mL  (50-52) 
*add  $2.00  per  each  brief 


□  Ladies'  Panties 

Size    Hip  Size 

Size    Hip  Size 

Size    Hip  Size 

□  5  36 

□  7  40 

□  9  44 

□  6  38 

□  8  42 

□  10  46 

Please  charge  my  □  Visa  □  MasterCard 

Acct. «  

Print  Name  

City   


Enclosed  is  my  □  check  for  or  □  money  order  for  $  

Please  use  your  imprinted  name/address  sticker. 
 Exp.  Date  


.  Address 
—  State- 
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Same  1,000  Piece  Hardware  Shops™  being  nationally  advertised  by  us 
in  leading  media.  All  the  nuts,  bolts,  screws,  nails,  washers,  and  fasten- 
ers you'll  ever  need  for  any  job  or  repair  project. 
SPECIAL  BONUS  Order  the  Hardware  Shop  within  21  days*  and  get 
everything  housed  in  a  giant  16-Drawer  Handyman  Chest  for  only  $2 
more.  Measures  nearly  a  foot  wide,  with  a  volume  of  over  204  cubic 
inches.  Comes  with  special  snap-in  dividers,  built-in  safety  stops  to 
prevent  accidental  spills,  and  16  illustrated  pressure-sensitive  labels  to 
locate  what  you  need  in  seconds,  for  any  project  at  home,  office,  garage 
or  workshop. 

SORRY — we  reserve  right  to  limit  5  per  address  and  extend  time  and 
quantity  guarantee.*  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment.  Full  1  year 
money-back  guarantee  excluding  shipping  &  handling  charges.  Hurry! 


^  Yes,  send  me 


1,000  HANDYMAN'S  HELPERS 

•  6x1/2  Sheet  Metal  Screws  •  8  x  1  Sheet  Metal  Screws  •6x1/2 
Wood  Screws  •  8  x  1  Wood  Screws  •  6/32  x  3/8  Machine  Screws 

•  6/32  X  1/2  Machine  Screws  •  6/32  x  1  Machine  Screws  •  8/32  x 
3/8  Machine  Screws  •  8/32  x  1/2  Machine  Screws  •  8/32  x  1  Mach- 
ine Screws  •  6/32  Nuts  •  8/32  Nuts  •  #6  Flat  Washers  •  #8  Flat 
Washers  •  #6  Split  Washers  •  #8  Split  Washers  •  #6  Tooth  Washers 

•  #8  Tooth  Washers  •  1/16  x  3/4  Cotter  Pins  •  1/8  x  1  Cotter  Pins 

•  1-inch  Wire  Nails  •  ID  Common  Nails  •  2D  Common  Nails  •  ID 
Finish  Nails  •  2D  Finish  Nails 


(How  many?) 


1,000  Piece  Hardware  Shops  for 


only  $5 

each.  (R22260) 

SPECIAL 
BONUS 

If  you  order  within  21  days*, 
you  can  get  the  16-Drawer 
Chest  for  only  $2. 

How  many?  {R22270) 

Add  $2.75  shipping  &  iiandiing  per  order. 
In  NY  a  OA  add  saies  tax.  Tax  $  .  TOTAL  enciosed  $ . 


Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge  to  my 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 


Card* 


Mr/Mrs 
MissMs 

Address 


Exp.  Date  (Mo.)  

_(Yr.)_ 

_  (R22289-01) 

City/State/Zip. 


Mail  To: 


RBM  Ltd.  1,000  Piece  Hardware  Shop, 
Dept.  570-299,  Box  256,  Jericho,  NY  11 753 


IN  TIMES  OF  NEED 

Continued  from  page  122 


Since  World  War  n,  Flanders  Field 
Post  2,  Belgium,  has  received  aid  from 
the  trust  to  conduct  Memorial  Day  ser- 
vices and  decorate  the  graves  of  U.S. 
troops  at  military  cemeteries  in  Flan- 
ders Field,  Ardennes  and  Henri- 
Chapelle.  Post  1,  London,  England, 
also  receives  assistance  to  place  flow- 
ers and  wreaths  at  military  cemeteries 
in  Cambridge,  Brookwood  and  Ypres. 
In  the  Pacific,  the  Department  of  the 
Philippines  receives  similar  help  in 
decorating  graves  of  Americans  and 
Filipinos. 

Funds  from  the  trust  also  pay  for  the 
flags  of  allies  who  are  buried  in  the 
same  cemeteries  as  Americans.  For 
example,  when  the  Department  of 
France  placed  3,900  flags  on  American 
graves  on  Memorial  Day  1989,  it  also 
placed  4,036  national  flags  on  the 
graves  of  French,  British,  Norwegian, 
Swedish  and  Danish  servicemen. 

While  trust  funds  are  designated 
exclusively  for  decorating  the  graves,  a 


one-time  exception  was  made  in  1937 
when  some  funds  were  used  to  pay  for 
moving  34  deceased  WWI  servicemen 
from  temporary  to  permanent  graves. 

The  American  Legion  Endow- 
ment Fund.  EstabUshed  in  1925  with 
$5  million  in  donations  by  Legion- 
naires, The  American  Legion  Endow- 
ment Fund  is  a  perpetual  trust  used  to 
rehabilitate  disabled  veterans  and  help 
care  for  orphaned  and  needy  children 
of  veterans.  Money  from  the  fund  also 
supports  Legion  VA&R  field  offices 
that  monitor  the  quaUty  of  medical  care 
provided  to  veterans  in  VA  medical 
faciUties.  In  addition,  the  fund  enables 
the  Legion  to  assist  and  represent  veter- 
ans on  claims  before  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs. 

Printed  material.  The  American 
Legion  has  free  brochures,  pamphlets 
and  manuals  available  to  Legionnaires 
and  the  public  from  your  Post  or 
Department.  They  are: 

•  Eight  and  Forty  Nursing  Scholar- 
ship Fund. 

•  Baseball  Handbook. 

•  Junior  Shooting  Sports. 

•  National  High  School  Oratorical 
Contest  Rules. 

•  Child  Welfare  Foundation  infor- 
mation. 


hat  was  to  be  a  quick 
marine  amphibious  landing 
starting  on  September  15,  1944,  tumed 
into  one  of  the  most  costly  battles  of  World 
War  n.  After  heavy  naval  bombardment, 
the  Japanese  defenses  were  virtually  in- 
tact, while  under  devastating  crossfire,  the 
marines  suffered  high  casualties.  Finally 
relieved  by  fresh  army  troops,  resistance 
continued  until  the  end  of  October  before 
Peleliu  was  secure.  This  Lou  Reda  classic 
J  is  a  "must"  for  every 
collector.  Order  your 


I 


copy  today!  A5  ininutes/Color/B&W 

#7517  The  Bloody  Ridges  of  Peleliu 


FV  1  For  VISA,  MC,  DISCOVER  orders,  call  toll-free  24  hours: 

'W\  1-800-959-0061  Ext.  PL2 


Or  send  your  name  and  address  with  check  or  money  order  for  $19.98  plus  $3.95  shipping  &  handling  to: 

Fusion  Video,  100  Fusion  Way,  Dept.  PL2,  Country  Club  Hills,  IL  60478 

Canadian  orders  must  add  $5.00  S  &  H  and  pay  in  U.S.  funds.  (Please  note:  Illinois  residents  must  add  7.75%  state  sales  tax.) 


•  Safety  Tips  for  children. 

•  Warning  Signs,  a  brochure  about 
teen  suicide. 

•  "Gateway"  Drugs  —  It's  Your 
Choice,  a  pamphlet  about  what  to  tell 
kids  about  drugs. 

•  An  instruction  guide  for  Tempo- 
rary Financial  Assistance. 

•  The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of 
The  American  Legion. 

•  Membership  appUcations  for  The 
American  Legion  and  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion. 

•  Rules  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee. 

•  Instructions  for  forming  a  Legion 
Post. 

•  Emblem  Sales  Catalog. 

Other  printed  items  available  at  a 
cost  are: 

•  "Need  A  Lift?"  —  a  catalog  hsting 
thousands  of  coUege  grants  and  scholar- 
ships, which  also  provides  information 
about  the  Legion's  student  loan  pro- 
gram. ($2  each  or  100  copies  for  $150) 

•  Copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence and  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  (30  cents 
each  or  100  for  $25) 

•  The  Flag  Code.  (10  cents  each;  $8 
per  100  or  $70  per  1,000  copies) 

•  Our  Country' s  Flag  —  a  comic 
book  for  children.  ($39.95  per  100 
copies) 

•  Officer  Guide  and  Manual  of  Cer- 
emonies. ($3  each) 

•  Squadron  Handbook  for  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion.  ($1  each) 

•  The  American  Legion  —  An  Offi- 
cial History  (1919-1989)  by  historian 
Thomas  A.  Rumor.  ($19.95  each, 
including  shipping) 

•  Voices:  Letters  From  World  War  II 
by  Ken  Schamberg,  a  history  of  the 
war  based  on  the  experiences  of  the 
Legionnaires  who  were  there.  ($28.45 
each,  including  shipping) 

•  The  Dispatch,  a  twice-monthly 
newspaper  of  news  and  views  of  inter- 
est to  all  Legionnaires.  ($15  per  year)  □ 


TAPS 


Taps  notices  are  limited  to  only  those  Legionnaires 
who  have  held  high  national  or  department  offices.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  extend  the  honor  to  all  members. 

George  L.  Fletcher,AR  Department  Chaplain  (1963- 
1994). 

Maurice  E.  Hayes.DE  Department  Historian  (1990-91), 
Department  Vice  Commander  (1991-93),  Department 
Commander  (1993-94). 

C.  Allen  Houk,KS  Department  Commander  (1987-88). 

Gordon  E.  McOuaIn  Sr.,AR  Department  Vice  Comman- 
der (1978-79),  Department  Commander  (1980-81), 
Alternate  National  Executive  Committeeman  (1989- 
91). 

Harry  C.  Rlggs,TX  Department  Vice  Commander  (1976- 
77),  Department  Commander  (1980-81). 

Russell  J.  Wools, AR  Department  Vice  Commander 
(1956-57),  Department  Commander  (1977-78). 
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CHICAGO  (Special)  -  Research 
from  centers  around  the  world  report 
what  ancient  healers  knew  thousands 
of  years  ago  —  that  vinegar  is  the 
wonder  elixir  for  a  healthier  life. 

Since  ancient  times  a  daily  dose 
of  apple  cider  vinegar  has  been 
taken  to  control  appetite  and  main- 
tain well-being. 

Even  Japan's  feared  Samurai 
warriors  of  years  ago  relied  on  a 
vinegar  tonic  for  strength  and  power. 
A  tonic  you  can  make  in  your 
kitchen. 

Today,  countless  reports  and 
scientific  studies  praise  the  curative 
and  preventive  powers  of  vinegar  as 
part  of  our  daily  diet. 

And  now  after  long  research,  for 
the  first  time,  over  300  vinegar 
super-healing  home  remedies  and 
recipes  have  been  gathered  by  noted 
natural  health  author  Emily  Thacker 
in  her  exclusive  new  book,  "The 
Vinegar  Book. " 

It's  the  most  complete  collection 
since  the  discovery  of  vinegar 
10,000  years  ago. 

You'll  learn  how  to  control  your 
appetite  to  lose  weight  with  a  meal- 
time vinegar  cocktail. 

Find  trusted  home  remedies  to 
beat  colds,  ease  painful  arthritis,  and 
other  joint  diseases. 

Vinegar  is  nature's  own  drug- 
free  anti-inflammatory. 

Scientific  tests  show  it's  a 
natural  storehouse  of  vitamins  and 
minerals  —  over  93  different  compo- 
nents —  to  fight  what  ails  you. 

Imagine!  Just  one  spoonful  of 
apple  cider  vinegar  is  endowed  with 
vitamins,  minerals,  enzymes,  amino 
acids,  nutrients  and  important  pectin 
and  beta  carotene. 

More  than  70  different  research 
studies  have  verified  that  beta 
carotene  lowers  the  risk  of  getting 
cancer  and  it  boosts  the  body's 
immune  system. 

And  pectin  helps  your  body 
reduce  cholesterol  levels  to  lower 
the  risk  of  cardiovascular  disease. 

"The  Vinegar  Book"  will  amaze 
and  delight  you  with  308  natural 
ways  to  enrich  your  personal  life  and 
home.  Time-honored  folk  remedies 
that  show  step  by  step  how  to  mix 
vinegar  with  other  kitchen  staples  to: 

•  Improve  your  metabolism 

•  Aid  digestion 


Advertisement 

•  Help  lower  cholesterol 

•  Uses  for  middle  ear  problems 

•  Condition  problem  skin 

•  Fight  age  and  liver  spots 

•  Gain  soft,  radiant  skin 

•  Amazing  hair  treatments 

•  Relieve  nighttime  leg  cramps 

•  Soothe  sprained  muscles 

•  Fight  osteoporosis  with  calcium 

•  Help  headaches  fade  away 

•  Corn  and  callus  relief 

308  Vinegar 
Home 

Remedies 
for  a  Longer, 

Healthier, 
H2q)pier  life 

•  Aid  to  maintain  health 

•  Skin  rashes,  athlete's  foot 

•  Relieve  insect  bites 

•  Remedy  for  urinary  problems 

•  Use  for  coughs,  colds 

•  Destroy  bacteria  in  foods 

•  Heart  and  circulatory  problems 

•  Fight  high  blood  pressure 

And  the  above  is  only  a  brief  sample 
of  the  308  uses  for  vinegar  you'll 
learn  about. 

You'll  know  how  grandma's 
recipe  for  her  famous  pie  crust 
depends  on  a  spoonful  of  apple  cider 
vinegar. 

How  a  combination  of  vinegar 
and  fruit  juices  relieves  arthritis 
symptoms  and  other  aches  and  pains. 

Try  a  delicious  low  calorie, 
calcium-and-iron  rich  chicken  soup 
and  vinegar  recipe. 

Combine  your  favorite  herbs 
with  vinegar  to  create  tenderizers, 
mild  laxatives,  mouth  washes, 
tension  relievers,  and  mouthwatering 
tasty  salad  dressings  and  more. 


Of  course,  we  all  know  the 
cleaning  power  of  vinegar.  But 
Emily  Thacker's  research  has 
uncovered  a  host  of  new 
moneysaving  ways  to  keep  your 
home,  laundry,  clothing,  brass, 
copper  and  other  possessions 
sparkling  clean.  And  with  less  effort. 

You'll  also  delight  in  making 
and  bottling  your  own  special 
vinegars.  It's  so  simple  to  follow 
Emily's  recipes.  Homemade  vinegars 
make  such  wonderful  gifts.  You 
could  even  end  up  selling  your 
creations  to  food  and  gift  shops. 

And  get  ready  for  many  compli- 
ments when  the  family  and  friends 
bite  into  those  delicious  pickle  treats 
you  make. 

Yes,  308  remedies  and  recipes 
are  yours  to  enjoy  on  a  no-risk 
trial  basis  for  90  life-improving 
days.  Imagine,  three  full  months 
without  obligation  to  keep  this 
exclusive,  one-of-its  kind  book. 

When  you  read  it  you'll  say:  "Is 
there  anything  that  vinegar  is  not 
good  for?" 

To  get  your  trial  copy  direct 
from  the  publisher  at  the  special 
introductory  price  of  $12.95  plus  $2 
shipping  and  handling  simply  do 
this: 

Write  "Vinegar  Preview"  on  a 
piece  of  paper  and  mail  it  along 
with  your  check  or  money  order 
payable  to:  The  Vinegar  Book, 
718  -  12th  St.  N.W.,  Dept.  F5188, 
Canton,  Ohio  44703. 

You  can  charge  to  your  VISA/ 
MasterCard  by  mail.  Be  sure  to 
include  your  card  number  and  its 
expiration  date.  And  for  even  faster 
service  -  credit  card  orders  only  - 
phone  Toll  Free  1-800-772-7285, 
Ext.  F5188. 

Want  to  save  even  more?  Do  a 
favor  for  a  relative  or  friend  and 
order  2  books  for  only  $20  postpaid. 
It's  such  a  thoughtful  gift. 

Remember:  It's  not  available  in 
book  stores  at  this  time.  And  you're 
protected  by  the  publisher's  90-Day 
Money  Back  Guarantee. 

SPECIAL  BONUS  -  Act 
promptly  and  you'll  also  receive 
Brain  &  Health  Power  Foods 
booklet  absolutely  FREE.  It's  yours 
to  keep  just  for  previewing  "The 
Vinegar  Book. "  Supplies  are  limited. 
Order  today.  ®i994trescotf35i 
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Continued  from  page  44 

its  mission  so  impressed  delegate  Bish- 
op Brent  of  the  veterans  group,  Com- 
rades in  Service,  that  he  announced  it 
would  merge  with  the  Legion. 

The  St.  Louis  Caucus.  Organized 
by  Roosevelt,  the  second  meeting  that 
led  to  the  founding  of  the  Legion  was 
the  St.  Louis  Caucus,  May  8-10,  at  the 
Shubert- Jefferson  Theater. 

Roosevelt  was  nominated  to  be  per- 
manent chairman,  but  he  declined 
because  he  did  not  want  his  famous 
name  to  overshadow  this  new  veterans 
group.  Former  Dallas  mayor  Henry 
Lindsley,  an  Army  colonel,  was  elected 
chairman,  and  Fred  Humphrey  of  New 
Mexico  and  V.C.  Calhoun  of  Connecti- 
cut were  elected  vice  chairmen. 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  it  took 
177  pages  to  chronicle  the  activities  of 
this  historic  gathering.  After  endorsing 
the  steps  taken  toward  forming  the 
Legion  at  the  Paris  Caucus,  the  dele- 
gates took  positions  on  many  important 
issues. 

The  American  Legion  called  for 
better  benefits  for  veterans  including: 
new  agencies  to  help  veterans  get  jobs 
and  receive  overdue  pay  from  the  gov- 
ernment; more  rehabilitation  assistance 
for  disabled  veterans;  protection  for 
servicemen  under  the  War  Risk  Insur- 
ance Act;  and  equal  disability  pay  for 
all  veterans,  whether  in  the  National 
Guard,  the  National  Army  or  the  Regu- 
lar establishment. 

The  Legion  also  advocated  punish- 
ment for  Americans  who  did  not 
answer  the  call  to  serve  in  World  War  I 
and  sought  action  against  anti-democ- 
ratic movements  within  the  United 
States. 

Most  important,  The  Constitution  of 
The  American  Legion  was  drafted  at 
the  St.  Louis  Caucus. 

After  the  meeting,  Department  and 
Post  charters  were  issued  and  dues 
were  collected  for  the  balance  of  1919 
—  25  cents  per  member.  A  delegate 
from  each  state  would  be  sent  to  the 
National  Convention. 

The  first  Convention.  Exactly  one 
year  after  the  World  War  I  Armistice, 
The  American  Legion's  first  National 
Convention  was  held  in  Minneapolis, 
Nov.  10-12,  1919.  States  sent  delegates 
to  the  Convention,  representing  the 
684,000  paid-up  members  who  had 
signed  up  in  just  six  months. 

Groups  of  Legionnaires  who 
stumped  the  lecture  circuit  across  the 
nation,  inviting  veterans  into  the 


Legion,  were  key  to  the  surge  in  mem- 
bership. Among  the  veterans  who  led 
the  charge  for  Legion  members  were 
Roosevelt,  and  the  Rev.  John  Inzer  and 
John  Herbert  of  Massachusetts. 

Important  work  was  done  at  the 
Minneapolis  Convention  including:  the 
election  of  the  first  National  Comman- 
der, Franklin  D'Olier  of  Pennsylvania; 
the  adoption  of  the  first  official  Consti- 
tution of  The  American  Legion  (the 
constitutions  drafted  at  Paris  and  St. 
Louis  had  no  official  status);  Indi- 
anapolis was  named  the  site  of  the 
Legion's  national  headquarters;  the 
Manual  of  Ceremonies  was  developed; 
the  Americanism  Commission  was  cre- 
ated; education  was  declared  the  foun- 
dation of  Americanism;  and  a  Commit- 


HONORARY  NMONM 
COMMANDERS 

FROM  time  to  time,  The 
American  Legion,  by  vote  of 
a  National  Convention,  has 
bestowed  the  title  of  National 
Commander  on  individuals  who 
have  made  significant  contribu- 
tions to  the  organization. 

The  following  have  been  so 
honored:  Bennett  Champ,  Milton 
J.  Foreman,  Henry  D.  Lindsley, 
Theodore  Roosevelt  Jr.,  Eric 
Fisher  Wood,  Thomas  W.  Miller, 
Maurice  Stember,  Hamilton  Fish 
Sr.  and  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr.  The 
Legion's  two  Honorary  National 
Commanders  are  General  John  J. 
Pershing  and  Marshal  Ferdinand 
Foch.  □ 


tee  on  Military  Policy,  the  forerunner 
of  the  National  Security  Commission, 
was  formed. 

Legionnaires  also  called  for  an 
increase  in  the  minimum  compensation 
for  veterans  under  the  vocational  reha- 
bilitation act;  Universal  Military  Train- 
ing; a  large  standing  Army;  and  more 
air  power.  Provisions  were  made  for 
establishing  the  American  Legion  Aux- 
iliary. 

The  American  Legion  emerged 
from  Minneapolis  as  a  national  veter- 
ans organization  with  clearly  defined 
principles  and  ideals.  The  course  was 
set. 

On  Sept.  16,  1919,  The  American 
Legion  became  the  first  veterans  orga- 
nization to  receive  a  charter  from  Con- 
gress. Previously,  other  veterans 
groups  had  been  incorporated  in  a  state 


or  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Legion 
founders,  however,  wanted  the  group 
to  be  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress to  add  a  sense  of  importance  to 
their  organization. 

The  American  Legion  was  born, 
and  no  veteran  would  ever  go  into  bat- 
tle alone  again.  □ 


1920. 
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can  Legion.  More  than  68  organiza- 
tions at  the  conference  developed  a 
flag  etiquette  that  would  help  citizens 
honor  the  most  cherished  symbol  of 
the  United  States.  The  Flag  Code, 
drafted  at  the  conference,  was  distrib- 
uted nationwide  by  The  American 
Legion  and  was  codified  into  Public 
Law  623  by  Congress.  With  some 
amendments  and  minor  changes,  the 
basic  principles  of  respect  for  the  U.S. 
Flag  were  formulated  at  this  Legion- 
sponsored  conference. 

Service  to  America's  youth.  In 
1922,  The  American  Legion  set  two 
objectives  for  its  Child  Welfare  pro- 
grams: to  assure  care  and  protection 
for  the  children  of  veterans;  and  to 
improve  conditions  for  all  children. 
These  goals  were  embodied  in  the 
Legion  slogan,  "A  Square  Deal  For 
Every  Child." 

At  first,  the  Legion  established 
Legion-operated  institutions  known  as 
"billets,"  which  housed  and  cared  for 
children  of  deceased  or  disabled  veter- 
ans. The  Legion  later  abandoned  the 
billets  when  it  became  apparent  that 
this  was  not  the  best  way  to  help  the 
children. 

In  1925,  a  National  Child  Welfare 
Division  was  established  at  National 
Headquarters.  And  the  Legion 
launched  campaigns  to  keep  together 
families  who  suffered  wartime 
tragedies.  The  division  focused  atten- 
tion on  providing  direct  temporary 
financial  assistance  to  needy  children 
in  their  own  homes. 

American  Legion  Baseball.  One  of 
the  great  programs  that  was  created  to 
help  children  in  the  1920s  was  Ameri- 
can Legion  Baseball.  The  words 
inscribed  on  the  marble  American 
Legion  Baseball  Monument  in  Mill- 
bank,  S.D.,  tell  the  story: 

"In  this  city  of  July  17,  1925,  by 
action  of  the  South  Dakota  Department 
of  The  American  Legion,  the  nation- 
wide organization  of  Legion  Junior 
Baseball  was  first  proposed  as  a  pro- 
Please  turn  page 
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Why  Are  We  Giving  Away  Our  Autlientic  WWII  $i  A951 
Air  Force  Styie  B-1 5  Bomber  Jacicet         S'niy  I  «l 


Rugged  action  snap 
fasteners 


Full  front 
zipper 


Warm  lining 

Inside  breast 
pocket  with  binding 


Two 
cargo-flapped 
pocl(8ts 

The  Return  of  ^  Styling  Legend 
Without  the  $279:95  Price  Tag 

These  Air  Force  style  B-1 5  Bomber  Jackets  are  the 
ultimate  in  "top  gun"  styling.  Rugged  good  looks  that 
flew  the  skies  in  two  World  Wars.  But  you  don't  have 
to  pay  $279.95  for  this  American  Classic  "look" !  We're 
giving  away  our  authentic  WWII  style  B-1 5  Bomber 
Jackets — the  same  ones  nationally  advertised  by  us  in 
leading  media — for  the  incredible  price  of  only  $  19.95 
during  this  advertising  campaign. 

Designed  for  action,  it's  tailored  of  glove-soft 
AeroDyne''''^  polyurethane  in  classic  bomber-jacket 
brown — with  warm  plush  furry  collar,  padded  lining, 
full  front  zipper  windbreaking,  water-resistant  construc- 
tion, and  deep  cargo  pockets  large  enough  to  hold  avia- 
tor glasses  and  scarf — or  a  video  cassette  of  your  fa- 
vorite WWII  movie. 

Not  sold  by  us  in  any  store — at  this  or  any  price.  We're 
selling  direct  to  the  public.  And  every  Bomber  Jacket 
is  guaranteed  for  lifetime  wear  or  your  money  back 
excluding  shpg.  &  hdlg.  charges.  SORRY — ^we  reserve 
right  to  limit  5  per  address  and  extend  time  and  quan- 
tity guarantees.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment — 
Hurry! 


MAIL  NOW  FOR  THIS  LOW  PRICE  - 


ltem# 

Size* 

Price 

How  many 

Total 

R51972 

Snnall 

$19.95 

$ 

R51973 

Medium 

$19.95 

$ 

R51974 

Large 

$19.95 

$ 

R51975 

X-Large 

$21.95 

$ 

R51976 

XX-large 

$21.95 

$ 

R51980 

□  100%  Silk  "Flying 
Ace"  Scart.  Full  yard 
bannerof  white  silk 

only 
$3.00 
w/jacket 

$ 

R51990 

□  Classic  Aviator 
Glasses.  Protects  from 
glares  ultraviolet  rays 

only 
$3.00 

w/jacket 

$ 

Add  $4.75  shipping  &  handling  for  each  jacket 

$ 

Subtotal 

$ 

InNY&CAadd  sales  tax 

$ 

(H52004-05) 

TOTAL 

$ 

Make  check  payable  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge  to  my 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 


Exp  Date  (Mo) . 


.(Yr)  


I 
I 

I  Card  #  

I  Mr/Mrs 
I  Miss/Ms  

I  Address  

I  City/State/Zip 

I  RBM  Ltd.,  B-1 5  Bomber  Jacket  Offer 

L  _Dept_570-301_,  Box  1783 Jiic_teville,  f^l  1802__  Jj 

*WOMEN:  These  bomber  jackets  were  originally  de- 
signed for  men,  but  we  cant  keep  women  away  from 
the.  So  if  you're  size  Small  or  Medium,  order  Men's 
Small;  size  large,  order  Men's  Medium;  size  X-Large, 
order  Men's  Large. 


Mail  to: 
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gram  of  service  to  the  youth  of  Ameri- 
ca." 

At  the  1925  National  Convention, 
American  Legion  Baseball  became  a 
national  program  and  in  1926,  the  first 
World  Series  was  held.  The  Legion's 
baseball  program  would  become  a 
major  source  of  talent  for  the  Major 
Leagues. 

Dan  Sowers,  Director  of  American 
Legion  Baseball,  saw  the  potential  of 
the  sport  as  a  citizenship  tool.  "Upon 
you  the  honor  of  The  American  Legion 
rests,"  he  said  speaking  of  the  ball  play- 
ers, "because  the  Legion  will  be  judged 
according  to  whether  its  effects,  as 
reflected  by  you,  have  been  worthwhile 
in  its  endeavor  to  encourage  fair  play, 
an  underlying  principle  of  good  citizen- 
ship which  the  Legion  is  trying  to  pro- 
mote in  this  baseball  activity." 

But  baseball  was  only  one  of  the 
programs  the  Legion  established  to 
help  America's  children  and  youth. 

Service  to  community.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  was  one  of  the  sponsors  of 
American  Education  Week  in  1922. 


The  Legion  and  the  National  Education 
Association  jointly  issued  what  they 
believed  was  the  basic  principles  of 
children's  education  in  America. 

Their  tenets  were:  No  one  should  be 
able  to  teach  without  at  least  four  years 
of  high  school  and  two  years  of  profes- 
sional  training;  classes  should  be 
taught  in  English;  American  history 
and  civics  classes  were  mandatory;  and 
the  school  year  must  be  no  less  than  36 
weeks. 

Meanwhile,  in  many  neighbor- 
hoods, towns  and  cities  across  the  land, 
new  Legion  Posts  were  springing  up 
and  soon  became  centers  of  comrade- 
ship and  community  activity.  Local 
Posts  were  involved  with  projects  to 
build  swimming  pools,  plant  trees  and 
promote  community  safety.  Disaster 
relief  also  became  a  major  Legion  pro- 
gram during  these  years.  For  instance, 
when  an  earthquake  devastated  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.,  more  than  100  Legion- 
naires and  Auxiliary  members  pitched 
in  to  bring  order  to  the  chaos  there. 

As  the  1920s  ended.  The  American 
Legion  had  emerged  as  an  indispens- 
able component  of  American  life.  Its 
value  would  continue  to  be  demonstrat- 
ed in  the  1930s,  when  The  Great 
Depression  engulfed  the  nation.  □ 


1930. 
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ing  Posts  to  screen  veterans  for  job 
placement.  Thousands  of  veterans  got 
jobs  this  way  and  many  of  them 
learned  about  the  Legion  and  joined 
the  organization.  The  Legion  helped 
turn  unemployed  veterans  into 
Legionnaires,  community  leaders  and 
tax-paying  citizens. 

In  addition,  the  Legion  got  Con- 
gress to  include  federal  job  assistance 
to  veterans  in  the  Wagner-Peyser  Act 
of  1933.  This  legislation  established  a 
nationwide  network  of  job  offices 
dedicated  to  securing  work  for  Ameri- 
cans who  served  in  World  War  I. 

Fighting  for  a  strong  military. 
During  the  late  1930s,  The  American 
Legion  was  divided  on  the  issue  of 
neutrality,  as  many  World  War  I  vet- 
erans felt  another  war  was  the  last 
thing  America  needed.  Nevertheless, 
the  Legion  continued  to  fight  for  a 
strong  national  defense. 

The  Legion  also  opposed  President 
Roosevelt's  diplomatic  recognition  of 
Soviet  Russia  in  1933.  Despite  Rus- 
Please  turn  page 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Do  Amish  People  Know 


That  Doctors  Don't? 


If  you  are  concerned  about  prescription 
drugs  and  their  side  effects... not  to  mention 
their  spiraling  cost . . .  Look  at  the  Amish.  They 
are  robust  and  healthy.  Yet  they  rely  on  simple, 
drug-free  home  remedies  and  folk  medicine  for 
their  everyday  health  problems. 

Their  philosophy  is  "What's  old  is  of  the 
good."  They  claim  their  folk  medicines, 
handed  down  from  generation  to  generation, 
still  work  today  for  everything  from  colds  to 
kee-gretz  (foot  fungus.) 

An  encyclopedia  of  their  natural  health 
secrets,  called  The  Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk 
Medicine  is  now  available  to  the  general  public. 
It  has  hundreds  of  proven  home  remedies  using 
simple  items  you  have  around  your  home  like 
vinegar,  salt,  soda,  onions— even  oHve  oil. 
You'll  be  amazed  at  the  ordinary  spices  and 
herbs  the  Amish  use  for  their  health  qualities. 

This  extraordinary  health  guide  was  in- 
spired by  a  collection  of  little-known  folk  medi- 
cines gathered  by  the  home  remedy  editor  of  a 
magazine  published  for  the  Amish. 

Speaking  of  these  health  secrets,  she  says, 
"A  doctor  was  usually  called  as  a  last  resort, 
after  everything  else  failed,  and  this  wasn't 
often." 

Step  back  to  simpler  times  with  the  Amish 
natural  folk  medicine  secrets  for  common  health 
problems  like  these: 


•  Backache?  This  home-made  liniment  has 
been  used  for  years  to  relieve  aches  and 
pains. 

•  Poor  memory?  The  Amish  swear  by  this 
common  seed  to  sharpen  the  memory. 

•  Can't  take  aspirin?  Discover  the  natural  in- 
gredients that  have  pain  killing  properties. 

•  Allergies?  Learn  how  to  use  nature's  anti- 
histamine. 

•  Arthritis  pain?  An  all-natural  tonic  can  give 
hours  of  relief. 

•  Prostate  trouble?  A  good  dose  of  this  ordi- 
nary tea  is  the  Amish  secret. 

•  Want  to  stop  smoking?  Learn  age-old  ways 
to  kick  the  habit. 

•  Trouble  sleeping?  This  simple  remedy  is  said 
to  induce  a  peaceful  slumber. 

•  Nervous?  Enjoy  blissful  tranquility  without 
drugs. 

•  Thinning  hair?  Proof  of  this  remedy  is  seen 
in  Amish  people's  luxuriant  hair  and  beards. 

The  Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk  Medicine  also 
reveals  natural  health  tips  for:  constipation, 
cold  sores,  menopausal  problems,  sinus  trou- 
ble, hemorrhoids,  varicose  veins,  age  spots, 
flu  and  more. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  trusted 
home  remedies  in  The  Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk 
Medicine.  Learn  how  to  make  "Go  Back" 
drops,  the  Amish  stomach  remedy.  Prepare 


their  "Green  Mountain  Salve"  for  boils  and 
sores.  Mix  up  some  "Good  Samaritan  Oil"  for 
colds.  Discover  6  ways  to  relieve  muscle 
cramps,  how  the  Amish  use  red  beets  to  fight 
infection,  which  vegetables  and  fruits  can 
cleanse  and  heal,  and  the  Amish  natural  weight 
loss  method  that  promises  good  results. 

After  a  tiring  day,  you  might  want  to  try  the 
Amish  cure  for  au-gewachsen.  That's  their 
word  for  the  aches  that  come  from  a  long  buggy 
ride,  but  it  works  for  any  kind  of  muscle 
fatigue. 

Right  now,  as  part  of  a  special  introductory 
offer,  you  can  receive  a  special  press  run  of  The 
Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk  Medicine  for  only 
$8.95  plus  $1  postage  and  handling.  Your  satis- 
faction is  100%  guaranteed.  You  must  be  com- 
pletely satisfied,  or  simply  return  it  within  90 

^HERE'S  HOW  TO  ORDER:  simply  print 
your  name  and  address  and  the  words  "Amish 
Folk  Medicine"  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  mail  it 
along  with  a  check  or  money  order  for  only 
$9.95  to:  THE  LEADER  CO.,  INC.  Publish- 
ing Division,  Dept.  AM172,  RO.  Box  8347, 
Canton,  Ohio  44711.  (Make  checks  payable  to 
The  Leader  Co.,  Inc.)  VISA  or  MasterCard 
send  card  number  and  expiration  date.  Act 
now.  Orders  are  filled  on  a  first-come,  first 
served  basis.  ©1994  The  Leader  Co.,  Inc. 
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Plant  Now  —  Water  Once  A  Week  —  Then  Step  Back  and  WATCH  OUT! 


Super  Growing  Shade 


Actually  ZO-O-M-S  UP 
To  Another  172  Foot  Taller 


—  and  keeps  on  skyrocketing  30-40-50-even  60 
FEETHICH,  or  more  in  kss  time  than  most 
trees  nudge  themselves  a  few  feet  off  the  ground! 


A  MAGNfflCENT  2-STORY  HIGH  TREE 
INjpaSTONEYEAR! 

If  you  think  you  have  to  spend  a  small  fortune 
for  a  shade  tree...  then  spend  half  a  lifetime 
growing  it...  then  get  set  for  a  surprise.  Here 
from  U.S.  Plant  Scientists  is  the  all-time  'dream 
tree',  "THE  SUPER  HYBRID  SHADEMAS- 
TER",  every  homeowner  has  been  waiting  for! 
One  that  grows  SO  FAST—  arches  out  SO 
WIDE—  you  can  actually  take  a  ruler  and  mea- 
sure the  incredible  difference  in  height  every  2 
to  3  days  that  will  leave  your  neighbors  gasping 
in  awe  and  wonder! 
THEY  GROW  MORE  IN  ONE  MONTH  THAN 
MOST  TREES  GROW  IN  AN  ENTIRE  YEAR! 
TURN  A  BARE  LOT  INTO  A  FUUY  SHADED 
'MINI-ESTATE  IN  JUST  ONE  SINGLE  SEASON! 
According  to  plant  experts,  Government  scien- 
tists and  leading  Botanical  Gardens... once 
established  you  merely  water  this  wonder- 
hybrid  once  a  week,  and  be  absolutely  floored 
as  during  its  SUPER  SOARING  growing  sea- 
son it  GROWS  AS  MUCH  AS  A  FULL  1/2 
FOOT  A  WEEK  AFTER  EVERY  TIME  YOU 
WATER m 

PLANT  NOW  AND  TOUCH  LUSH,  THICK 
BRANCHES  FROM  YOUR  SECOND  STORY 
BEDROOM  WINDOW  BY  NEXT  SUMMER! 

Think  of  it!  Grows  higher  IN  JUST  ONE  SIN- 
GLE SEASON  than  even  a  full-grown  white- 
flowered  dogwood.  Grows  higher  IN  JUST 
ONE  SINGLE  YEAR  than  even  a  fiill  grown 
Star  Magnolia.  Yes,  thrusts  itself  so  high,  so  fast 
it  actually  towers  over  even  a  Japanese  Maple, 
Cherry,  Peach  or  even  a  grand  and  stately 
California  Redbud  in  such  a  ridiculously  short 
time  you  will  simply  refuse  to  believe  your  eyes! 


No  doubt  about  it.  There's  just  not  another 
"super  instant  shade  tree"  like  it  on  this  planet. 
GROWS  EN  VIRTUAUY  ANY  SOIL  - 

REQUIRES  NO  SPECIAL  CARE  -  HARDY  TO 
30  BELOW  ZERO  -  SURGES  INTO  A  LffE- 

TIME  TREASURE  OF  LUSH,  GREEN  BEAUTY 

IN  JPUST  A  MATTER  OF  MONTHS! 
Best  of  all,  unlike  most  trees  that  demand  con- 
stant pampering  and  nursing... the  only  thing 
you  do  when  planting  this  super-growing  won- 
der-hybrid is  water  it  and  enjoy  it.  Leading 
botanical  gardens... landscape  artists... garden 
editors  can't  stop  raving  about  its  indescribable 
beauty...  its  trouble-free  care. . .  its  soaring  tow- 
ering growth. 

Small  wonder  leading  experts  hail  it  in  the  most 
glowing  terms  for  homeowners  who  want  a 
stunning  display  of  beauty...  both  a  wind  and 
privacy  screen...  and  deep,  cool  shade...  all 
with  practically  no  more  work  that  a  weekly 
sprinkle  of  water. 

ONLY  A  LMTED  SUPPLY  AVAILABLE  FOR 
RELEASE  TO  THE  PUBLIC.  FULL  SUPPLY 
WONT  BE  READY  1996,  SO  ACT  NOW! 

Now  the  price  of  this  super-growing  shade  tree 
is  not  the  $25  or  $35  you  might  expect. . .  but  a 
mere  $4.98  each. 

That's  right,  only  $4.98  each  for  this  magnifi- 
cent beauty  that  rewards  you  with  such  a  glori- 
ous display  of  growth  IN  JUST  ONE  SINGLE 
'YEAR.  However,  our  supply  is  extremely  limit- 
ed. Full  supplies  from  the  growing  fields  will  not 
be  ready  until  late  1995  or  early  1996. 
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sia's  promise  not  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  United  States, 
the  Legion  knew  the  communist 
regime  was  not  to  be  trusted. 

Building  character  in  the  nation's 
youth.  The  creation  of  Boys  State  in 
the  1930s  was  a  great  teaching  tool  for 
The  American  Legion.  Young  people 
could  be  taught  about  citizenship  and 
democracy  and  the  meaning  of  free- 
dom at  annual  seminars  during  their 
high  school  years.  Alumni  of  these 
programs  include  President  Bill  Clin- 
ton, Sen.  Sam  Nunn  of  Georgia  and 
astronaut  Neil  A.  Armstrong. 

The  Legion  also  held  its  first  annu- 
al National  High  School  Oratorical 
Contest  finals  in  1938  in  Norman, 
Okla.  The  contest  was  designed  to 
help  students  get  a  better  understand- 
ing of  the  U.S.  Constitution  through 
public  speaking.  College  scholarships 
were  awarded  to  the  winners. 

Communicating  the  needs  of  vet- 
erans. Membership  in  The  American 
Legion  hit  1  million  in  1931.  With 
this  numerical  strength  in  the  1930s, 
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summer. 

The  Battleship  NORTH  CAROLINA  is  open 
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the  Legion  fought  for  veterans  bene- 
fits and  helped  establish  a  program  — 
Boys  State  —  that  educated  young 
people  and  turned  students  into  future 
leaders.  America  found  itself  in  anoth- 
er major  war  after  the  1930s  and 
would  again  look  to  the  Legion.  The 
American  Legion  became  known  as 
"the  best  insurance  policy  a  country 
ever  had."  □ 


1940. 


Continued  from  page  60 

in  hospitals  across  the  land." 

The  American  Legion  did  not  forget 
these  men  as  its  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  (VA&R)  activities 
reveal. 

VA&R.  In  the  late  1940s,  funeral 
ships  started  to  steam  into  ports  in  San 
Francisco  and  New  York  carrying  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  remains  of  brave 
Americans  who  died  for  their  country 
on  far  away  World  War  n  battlefields. 

The  war  had  been  over  as  many  as 
two  years  when  many  of  these  GIs 
were  returned  home  for  an  honorable 
burial  in  the  nation  they  died  for.  For 
The  American  Legion,  the  end  of  the 
war  was  the  beginning  of  one  of  its 
most  sacrosanct  missions:  taking  care 
of  veterans  and  their  families. 

Why  does  America  need  hospitals 
for  veterans?  Why  hire  disabled  veter- 
ans? How  much  money  must  America 
spend  to  repay  the  GIs  who  risked  their 
lives  in  World  War  H?  What  does  the 
nation  owe  to  the  families  of  GIs  who 
died  for  America? 

One  would  like  to  think  these  ques- 
tions would  never  be  asked  and  GIs 
and  their  families  would  be  well  cared 
for  as  a  matter  of  honor.  After  all,  they 
were  willing  to  risk  their  lives  for  our 
country. 

But  in  the  1940s,  these  questions 
were  being  asked.  By  citizens.  By 
Congress.  By  bureaucrats  who  wanted 
to  put  the  war  behind  them.  The 
American  Legion,  thankfully,  was 
willing  to  stand  up  for  veterans  and 
their  families.  The  American  Legion 
was  willing  to  answer  the  tough  ques- 
tions that  people  needed  to  ask. 

If  the  Legion  couldn't  tell  America 
what  veterans  needed,  who  would  step 
forward  and  do  so? 

•  Where  are  the  veterans  hospitals? 
That  was  a  battle  cry  of  The  American 
Legion  in  the  late  1940s.  In  1947,  for 
example,  of  the  74  new  veterans'  hos- 
pitals authorized  in  1944,  68  sites  were 
chosen,  three  were  under  construction 


and  not  one  hospital  was  finished.  Vet- 
erans were  being  turned  away  from 
VA  hospitals  that  didn't  have  the  space 
to  treat  them. 

In  1940,  before  World  War  H,  the 
Legion  testified  before  Congress  that 
the  nation's  veterans  needed  more  hos- 
pital beds.  World  War  II  pushed  the 
system  over  the  limit.  The  Legion 
pointed  out  that  veterans  were  treating 
themselves  at  home  or  going  without 
the  medical  care  they  needed.  Thou- 
sands of  veterans  were  seeking  help 
from  free  clinics  or  private  hospitals. 

The  Legion  did  not  blame  the  VA 
as  it  fought,  and  eventually  won,  the 
battle  for  more  VA  hospitals.  "We  who 
make  up  the  public  are  responsible  for 
the  shortage  of  veterans  hospitals," 
said  the  Legion,  as  it  asked  every 
American  to  speak  out  on  behalf  of 
veterans'  medical  needs. 

•  Ignorance  and  false  rumors  about 
the  employability  of  disabled  veterans 
were  attacked  head  on  by  the  Legion. 
In  1947,  for  example,  some  170,000 
permanently  injured  World  War  n  vet- 
erans were  still  unemployed. 

The  Legion  campaigned  on  behalf 
of  disabled  veterans,  explaining  that 
they  were  conscientious  workers  and 
did  not  cause  higher  insurance  rates. 
The  Legion  also  assured  employers 
that  every  disabled  veteran  who 
received  VA  unemployment  was  regis- 
tered at  his  nearest  State  Employment 
Office. 

Employers  were  urged  to  call  these 
offices  and  hire  disabled  veterans. 
Some  did.  Some  didn't.  But  without 
the  Legion's  campaign  to  help  dis- 
abled veterans  find  work,  many  dis- 
abled veterans  would  never  have 
found  jobs. 

•  The  Legion's  Child  Welfare  Divi- 
sion assisted  thousands  of  veterans  and 
their  families.  When  veterans  fell 
through  benefit  loopholes  and  nobody 
would  help  them.  Posts  would  con- 
tribute money  to  keep  them  on  their 
feet. 

Veterans  don't  want  charity  for 
their  families  but  as  Legion  Posts 
proved  during  the  1940s,  help  from 
fellow  veterans  was  accepted. 

•  The  Legion  helped  distribute 
more  than  960  million  units  of  peni- 
cillin to  veterans  and  their  families 
through  the  Medical  Advisory  Board 
of  its  VA&R  Division. 

•  When  the  Legion  determined  that 
the  VA  medical  program  was  outmod- 
ed and  deteriorating,  it  commenced  a 
fight  that  culminated  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  VA  Department  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery. 

•  And  for  the  25,000  Americans 
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who  lost  hands,  arms  and  legs  in  the 
Second  World  War,  the  Legion  had 
morale  teams  that  traveled  from  hospi- 
tal to  hospital  to  cheer  up  veterans  and 
help  speed  up  their  recoveries.  These 
teams  were  made  up  of  disabled  veter- 
ans who  had  been  through  the  hard, 
painful  periods  and  could  offer  some 
hope. 

No  miracles  could  be  performed, 
but  it  was  comforting  for  bed-ridden 
amputees  to  see  that  someone  else 
could  rise  above  their  disabilities  and 
make  the  best  of  it.  Between  1940  and 
1949,  America's  veterans  population 
quadrupled  and  the  need  for  hospitals 
and  for  rehabilitation  programs  grew 
proportionately.  The  Legion  fought  for 
these  veterans  and  these  veterans 
wound  up  fighting  for  the  Legion. 

The  American  Legion  became  the 
world's  largest  veterans  organization, 
with  more  than  3  million  members, 
because  it  recognized  the  needs  of  vet- 
erans and  fought  for  them.  □ 
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and  business  loans.  Korean  War  veter- 
ans were  entitled  to  GI  Bill  education 
and  training  for  a  period  equal  to  one 
and  one  half  times  their  active  service, 
up  to  a  maximum  of  36  months  train- 
ing." 

According  to  VA,  2,391,000  veter- 
ans received  education,  thanks  to  the 
Korean  War  GI  Bill  —  another  Legion 
success  story. 

Veterans  affairs.  "The  cold,  inani- 
mate tools  of  war  are  always  paid  for 
in  cash  on  the  barrelhead.  But  the 
human  costs  of  war,  the  cost  paid  by 
our  fighting  men  and  women  in  lost 
arms  and  legs  and  sight  and  health,  are 
always  charged." 

These  words  were  spoken  by 
Legion  Legislative  Director  John 
Thomas  Taylor,  and  they  reverberated 
through  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee (NEC)  room  at  the  National 
Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  in  1950. 

Many  congressmen  and  citizens  did 
not  know  what  VA  medical  care  was 
and  why  it  was  so  important.  The 
Legion  fought  to  foster  a  better  under- 
standing of  veterans  and  their  special 
health  needs. 

National  Commander  Lewis  K. 
Gough  took  the  media  to  task  for  their 
attacks  on  VA  medical  care  in  1953.  In 
a  Commander's  Message  in  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE,  he 
said  that  VA  was  being  misunderstood 


by  those  who  objected  to  veterans  with 
nonservice-connected  injuries  receiv- 
ing its  care. 

"To  kick  the  mental  and  tubercular 
patients  out  of  the  VA  hospitals  would 
solve  nothing  and  make  new  social  and 
health  problems  for  the  nation,"  wrote 
Gough.  "Today  the  state  hospitals  can- 
not hold  the  VA  mental  and  tubercular 
patients,  while  the  municipal  hospitals 
do  not  want  any  of  them." 

Gough  also  cited  a  VA  survey  that 
showed  the  numbers  of  nonservice- 
connected  veterans  in  VA  hospitals  to 


be  much  less  than  the  ones  being  trum- 
peted by  the  media. 

But  the  media  was  only  one  of 
many  institutions  that  misunderstood 
VA.  The  Legion  also  had  to  fight 
against  the  Hoover  Commission's  rec- 
ommendations to  dismantle  VA  and  its 
services  for  veterans.  By  speaking  out 
against  the  Hoover  Report,  the  Legion 
kept  VA  intact. 

On  a  smaller  scale,  the  Legion 
launched  a  program  to  help  children  of 
Korean  War  veterans  by  assisting  their 
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families  with  medical  bills  and  ensur- 
ing they  had  enough  to  eat.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Legion  started  Operation 
Comeback,  a  letter-writing  contest  that 
asked  handicapped  veterans  to  describe 
how  they  overcame  their  disability  and 
rebuilt  their  lives. 

Jobs  for  veterans.  In  the  1950s,  the 
Legion  continued  its  tradition  of  help- 
ing veterans  find  jobs.  A  small  staff  in 
the  Legion's  Washington,  D.C.,  office 
worked  on  about  800  job  hunts  each 
year  and  directed  many  other  veterans 
to  the  Legion-backed  Veterans  Em- 
ployment Service. 

Since  World  War  II,  the  Veterans 
Employment  Service  and  the  Legion 
had  found  15  million  jobs  for  veter- 
ans. During  that  period,  the  Legion 
also  attacked  unfair  labor  practices 
that  violated  Veterans'  Preference  and 
discriminated  against  veterans  in  job 
benefits. 

In  one  specific  case,  the  Legion 
struck  a  blow  for  warrant  officers  who 
were  being  denied  government  death 
and  disability  benefits  because  they 
were  "neither  officers  or  enlisted  men." 


The  Legion  succeeded  in  getting  the 
eligibility  criteria  changed  to  include 
warrant  officers. 

Community,  state  and  nation.  For 
The  American  Legion,  community  ser- 
vice is  timeless  and  can  be  found  in 
every  decade,  including  the  '50s.  One 
of  the  decade's  largest  programs  was 
the  Tide  for  Toys  campaign,  which  dis- 
tributed 8  million  toys  to  children  over- 
seas. The  Legion  hoped  the  campaign 
would  foster  friendships  between  new 
generations  of  children  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic. 

To  help  children  in  the  United 
States,  the  Legion  established  The 
American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foun- 
dation in  1954.  Since  then,  the  founda- 
tion has  provided  other  nonprofit  orga- 
nizations with  $4  million  in  grants  to 
produce  videos,  brochures  and  pam- 
phlets that  increase  awareness  of  prob- 
lems that  affect  children. 

The  '50s  also  saw  the  Legion  and 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  step 
forward  to  help  needy  Americans  by 
donating  $25,000  to  help  create  the 
National  Association  of  Mental  Health. 

God  and  Country.  The  Legion's 
Back  to  God  program  inspired  regular 
public  worship,  daily  family  prayer  and 
religious  education  for  children.  Presi- 
dent Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  asked  all 


Americans  to  join  with  the  Legion  on 
this  issue.  "It  is  significant,  I  believe, 
that  The  American  Legion  has  seen  fit 
to  conduct  a  Back  to  God  movement  as 
part  of  its  Americanism  program,"  said 
Eisenhower. 

New  HQ  buildings.  National  Head- 
quarters in  Indianapolis  was  given  a 
new  $2.5  miUion,  block-long,  100,000 
square-foot  building  made  of  Indiana 
limestone  by  the  state  of  Indiana.  At 
its  dedication  in  1950,  the  tall  staff  in 
front  of  the  building  flew  the  last 
American  Flag  to  fly  over  the  Philip- 
pines in  1946  before  it  became  an 
independent  republic. 

In  1951  in  Washington,  D.C.,  with 
military  bands  and  color  guards  in  full 
display,  the  Legion  dedicated  a  new 
39,000  square-foot  Legion  office  near 
the  White  House. 

"The  American  Legion  has  been  a 
powerful  and  constructive  force  in 
American  life,"  said  President  Harry 
Truman,  who  dedicated  the  building. 
"The  Legion  has  been  in  the  forefront 
of  the  fight  to  estabUsh  the  best  system 
of  help  and  care  for  veterans  that  any 
country  ever  had." 

With  two  new  headquarters  build- 
ings, milUons  of  members  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  American  people.  The 
American  Legion  was  America's  main- 
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Series,  you'll  pay  just  $19.95  plus  postage 
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stream,  and  its  leadership. 

Vice  President  Richard  Nixon  illus- 
trated that  when  he  spoke  to  the 
National  Convention  in  St.  Louis  in 
1953.  He  brought  "greetings  from  a 
distinguished  contingent  of  Legion- 
naires who  now  are  in  Washington," 
including  the  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, four  Cabinet  members,  six  jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court,  60  senators 
and  234  Congressmen.  □ 


1960. 
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returning  Vietnam  veterans  to  advise 
them  of  available  VA  benefits  and 
assist  them  in  applying  for  them. 

Posts  became  a  valuable  transition 
tool  for  Vietnam  veterans  as  they  left 
the  service  and  began  to  seek  jobs  and 
re-establish  their  civilian  lives. 

Improving  GI  education.  The 
Legion  recognized  that  many  young 
GIs  needed  more  education  to  com- 
pete for  the  best  jobs.  To  help  these 
men  and  women,  the  Legion  success- 
fully lobbied  Congress  to  pass  a  new 
GI  Bill,  the  Veterans'  Readjustment 
Act  of  1966. 

Known  as  the  Post-Korean- Viet- 
nam Era  GI  Bill,  this  legislation  made 
3,800,000  veterans  newly  eligible  for 
education  benefits.  It  offered  monthly 
cash  payments  that  could  be  used  to 
complete  high  school,  attend  business 
or  vocational  school,  for  college  or  for 
graduate  school. 

There  was  tremendous  pride  that 
the  GI  Bill  concept  of  World  War  II, 
first  conceived  by  The  American 
Legion,  was  of  such  merit  that  it  con- 
tinued as  new  wars  created  new  veter- 
ans. Education  was  important  for 
returning  GIs,  and  the  Legion's  legis- 
lation consistently  gave  them  opportu- 
nities to  better  themselves. 

Protecting  veterans  health  care. 
The  Legion  successfully  fought 
against  attempts  to  close  VA  facilities. 
During  the  1960s,  15  VA  regional 
offices  and  domiciliaries  were  saved 
by  the  Legion.  And  thanks  to  the 
Legion,  VA  kept  at  least  one  regional 
office  in  every  state. 

In  addition.  Legion  Posts  across 
the  nation  conducted  a  Wipe  Out 
Polio  drive  by  offering  their  Post 
homes  as  low-cost  vaccination  centers 
for  families.  At  the  time,  some  110 
million  Americans  were  not  immu- 
nized. 

Creating  a  National  Cemetery 
System.  Beginning  with  efforts  in  the 


1960s,  the  Legion  helped  set  the 
wheels  in  motion  for  what  would 
become  VA's  National  Cemetery  Sys- 
tem (NCS).  "The  need  for  cemetery 
space  for  veterans  is  more  acute  than 
ever,"  said  The  American  Legion  in 
testimony  before  Congress. 

The  Legion  proposed  a  national 
cemetery  system  in  which:  all  national 
cemeteries  would  be  under  VA's 
jurisdiction;  existing  national  cemeter- 
ies should  be  expanded;  money  and 
planning  for  new  national  cemeteries 
would  be  within  VA's  authority;  and 


the  committees  in  Congress  that  deal 
with  veterans  affairs  would  also  over- 
see the  VA  NCS.  Today,  veterans 
have  a  NCS  thanks  to  The  American 
Legion. 

*  *  * 

At  the  close  of  the  decade  in  1969, 
the  Legion  celebrated  its  50th 
Anniversary,  honoring  the  legacy  that 
began  in  1919.  Legionnaires  looked 
back  at  their  work  in  the  decade  — 
from  saving  VA  facilities  to  finding 
jobs  for  Vietnam  veterans  —  and 
knew  the  founders  would  be  proud.  □ 
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Bicentennial.  The  '70s  were  punc- 
tuated by  America's  200th  birthday. 
Posts  across  the  nation  held  celebra- 
tions and  The  American  Legion  Free- 
dom Bell  was  constructed,  using 
money  raised  by  the  Legion.  The  bell, 
an  enlarged  replica  of  the  Liberty  Bell, 
was  one  of  the  exhibits  that  was 
aboard  the  Freedom  Train,  which 


PHIL  SORIANO,  A  61-YEAR-OLD 
RETIRED  SOLDIER  AND  MASTER 
PARACHUTIST,  HARDENED  AND 
TONED  HIS  UPPER  BODY  IN  JUST 
FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  FOR  ABOUT 
SIX  WEEKS.  HE  NOW  LOOKS 
BETTER  THAN  MANY  MEN  HALF 
HIS  AGE,  WITH  A  COAT  SIZE  NINE 
INCHES  GREATER  THAN  HIS  WAIST 
MEASUREMENT. 

"  ■  MUSCLE  ATROPHY  of  the  upper  body 
will  afflict  most  men  from  age  30  at  a  loss 
rate  of  approximately  10%  for  every  decade 
of  life  thereafter.'  This  journal  report 
startled  me.  I  also  read  that  we  may  be 
within  our  weight  limits  and  able  to  wear 
clothes  we  wore  years  ago,  but  unless  we've 
done  resistance  exercises,  the  mirror  will 
reveal  that  we've  ATROPHIED,  especially 
in  the  upper  chest  and  deltoid  muscles.  Also, 
30%  of  weight  loss  is  muscle!  I  began 
lifting  weights,  but  quit  because  /  wasn't 

willing  to  give  up  hours  each  week  at  the 

expense  of  my  runnine,  hirycling.  golfing, 

and  other    leisure    activities.  While 

experimenting  with  upper  body  exercises 
without  costly  equipment  for  my  youth 
volleyball  teams,  I  discovered  my  upper 
chest,  arms,  and  shoulders  began  to  harden 
and  gain  definition  after  only  six  weeks  of 
daily  FIVE-  MINUTE  exercises.  My  male 
teenage  volleyball  players  who  did  the 
exercises  claimed  an  increase  of  at  least  one- 
half  inch  of  upper  body  muscle  within  a  few 
weeks.  Female  players  and  their  mothers 
reported  a  remarkable  tightening  up  of  the 
formerly  flahhy  parts  of  their  upper  arms. " 
Phil  Soriano 

TEST: 

•  Docs  your  mirror  tell  you  that  your 
upper  body  has  shrunk? 

•  Are  you  among  those  who  wear  a 
windbrcaker,  sweater,  or  coat  to  hide 
upper  body  muscle  atrophy  as  so  many 
TV  celebrities  are  doing'.' 


toured  the  nation  during  the  Bicenten- 
nial celebration. 

Service.  The  Legion's  Our  Kind  of 
Guy  program,  started  in  the  '60s, 
opened  many  opportunities  for  veterans 
in  the  '70s  as  well.  Vietnam  veterans 
were  able  to  look  to  the  Legion  for 
jobs,  education  and  training.  Posts 
offered  networking  activities  and 
Legion  Service  Officers  guided  veter- 
ans through  the  maze  of  VA  rules  and 
regulations  that  governed  their  benefits. 

Nearly  3,000  schools,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  American  Association  of 


•  Do  you  find  that  doing  push-ups  alone 
is  not  enough  to  prevent  upper  body 
muscle  atrophy? 

•  Don't  you  wish  you  could  look  as  good 
as  you  did  when  you  wore  khakis? 

IF  YOUR  ANSWER  IS  "YES "  TO  ANY 
OF  THESE  QUESTIONS,  YOU  NEED 
POWER  FLEXION! 

THIS  IS  THE  IDEAL  EXERCISE  FOR 
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FISHERMEN,  TRAVELERS  ...  EVERY- 
ONE ...  TEENAGERS,  WOMEN,  AND 
MEN  WHO  HAVE  BETTER  AND 
MORE  FUN  THINGS  TO  DO  WITH 
THEIR  PRECIOUS  TIME  THAN  PUMP 
IRON. 

Send  now  for  your  video  tape  in  which  Phil 
Soriano  explains  and  demonstrates  POWER 
FLEXION.  Take  advantage  of  this 
introductory  cost  of  only  $15.95,  plus  $2.90 
for  P&H.  Make  checks  payable  to  POWER 
FLEXION,  P.O.  Box  33802,  Washington 
D.C.  20033-0802  or  call  1-800  PWR-FLEX 
(1-800  797-3539)  for  Master  or  VISA  card 
purchases.  Allow  3-5  weeks  for  delivery.  If 
not  satisfied,  return  your  tape  within  seven 
days  after  receipt  for  refund  less  P&H. 


Junior  Colleges,  the  Association  of 
Universities  and  Colleges  and  The 
American  Legion,  worked  to  help  place 
Vietnam  veterans  in  education  pro- 
grams to  better  their  careers. 

The  Legion's  devotion  to  service 
first,  membership  second  got  many 
Vietnam  veterans  to  become  Legion- 
naires, hi  small  towns  across  America, 
and  in  the  big  cities,  veterans  didn't 
have  to  call  Washington,  D.C.  to  find 
out  how  VA  benefits  work.  Their 
friends  and  neighbors  at  the  local  Post 
and  the  Legion  Service  Officer  could 
help  them. 

National  Commander  John  H. 
Geiger  urged  Legionnaires  to  make  the 
most  of  the  Legion's  assets,  especially 
at  the  Post  level.  "Many  veterans  and 
their  families  don't  know  who  to  con- 
tact when  they  need  something,  so  our 
Posts  must  help  them." 

Veterans  helping  veterans  —  the 
Legion  built  its  membership  by  doing 
good  tilings  for  people  and  their  fami- 
lies. And  this  work  of  the  '70s  made 
the  Legion  a  strong  organization  in  the 
'80s  and  '90s.  □ 


1980. 
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Democracy.  At  home  and  abroad, 
the  Legion  continued  its  efforts  to 
strengthen  democracy.  In  the  nation's 
capitol,  the  Legion's  Washington 
Office  successfully  petitioned  Con- 
gress to  restrain  many  activities  of 
foreign  lobbyists  who  were  hurting 
America's  economy.  And  throughout 
the  '80s,  the  Legion  maintained  its 
strong  opposition  to  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  superpower's  attempts  to 
bring  communism  to  America's  door. 
During  that  time.  Legion  leaders  visit- 
ed with  Central  American  leaders  to 
encourage  reforms  and  free  elections. 

POW/MIAs.  Throughout  the  dec- 
ade, the  Legion  continued  to  press  the 
government  to  resolve  the  one  linger- 
ing sore  that  remained  from  Ameri- 
ca's previous  wars:  the  fate  of  our 
POW/MIAs.  The  Legion  regularly 
assisted  POW/MIA  families  through 
the  bureaucratic  red  tape  and  put  pres- 
sure on  government  agencies  to 
increase  their  efforts  in  the  matter. 

NEF.  In  1989,  when  Hurricane 
Hugo  smashed  through  the  southeast- 
em  United  States,  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  re-established  The 
American  Legion  National  Emer- 
gency Fund  (NEF)  to  assist  Legion- 
naires or  Posts  victimized  by  natural 


A  Five-Minute  Upper  Body  Exercise 
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disasters.  Thousands  of  Legionnaires 
donated  to  the  fund,  enabling  over 
$130,000  in  NEF  grants  to  be  award- 
ed in  disaster  relief  during  the  '80s. 

"Thank  God  for  The  American 
Legion,"  was  the  much  repeated 
phrase  of  the  day  by  Legionnaires  in 
South  Carolina  and  other  areas  devas- 
tated by  natural  disasters.  □ 


1990. 


Continued  from  page  82 

receive  Medicare  reimbursement  for 
services  to  nonservice-connected  vet- 
erans currently  ineligible  for  VA 
treatment;  letting  VA  keep  the  reim- 
bursement money  for  use  in  treating 
its  patients;  and  ensuring  no  veterans 
will  have  fewer  health  benefits  than 
under  current  law.  These  ideas  will 
help  keep  VA  viable  and  valuable  to 
veterans  across  the  nation. 

Beyond  the  confusion  and  illusion 
of  the  1990s,  the  Legion  is  using  an 
infusion  of  young  veterans  to  shore  up 
its  commitment  to  God  and  Country. 
Out  of  the  ideas  that  forged  a  proud 
past,  the  Legion  is  embarking  on  a 
great  future.  □ 


MEETING 

Continued  from  page  101 


of  its  resources  to  help  drug-addicted 
veterans  when  so  many  straight-and- 
narrow  veterans  are  also  in  need. 

It  may  be  the  Florida  Legionnaire 
who  stands  alone  against  an  executive 
committee  recommendation  that  the 
Post  cancel  Friday-night  dances  for 
lack  of  funds.  Friday  is  the  only  day 
he  and  many  of  his  comrades  can  relax 
and  enjoy  themselves  and,  by  God,  he 
is  not  going  to  sit  still  and  see  those 
dances  eliminated.  He  doesn't,  and  the 
ovation  after  his  plea  tells  the  execu- 
tive committee  that  one  Legionnaire 
has  won  the  day. 

All  is  not  dispute  and  dissension, 
however.  Just  as  often,  unanimity 
rules.  Like  the  Post  in  New  Mexico 
where  a  Legionnaire  rises  to  tell  his 
comrades  that  a  neighbor  needs  an 
expensive  wheelchair  lift  for  a  crippled 
child.  The  vote  is  quick  and  without 
opposition.  Find  the  money  and  help 
the  child.  Or  the  Posts  from  Maine  to 
California  where  members  rise  to  say 
their  Posts  should  gather  money  and 


supplies  for  disaster  victims. 

That  is  the  Post  meeting  of  The 
American  Legion.  Like  the  system  of 
government  we  have,  it  isn't  always 
perfect.  But  it  works. 

As  the  regular  business  concludes, 
it  is  now  time  for  an  especially  impor- 
tant ceremony  —  the  induction  of  new 
members. 

The  inductees  rise  and  approach  the 
podium.  The  judge  advocate  stands 
before  them  and  asks  them  to  raise 
their  right  hands  and  repeat  the 
Legion's  Preamble. 

As  they  finish,  the  judge  advocate 
smiles  and  says,  "Inductees,  about 
face  and  meet  your  new  comrades." 

The  hall  erupts  in  applause.  Then 
the  chaplain  offers  the  closing  prayer. 
He  ends  his  prayer:  "As  we  stand  in 
this  silence  to  our  departed  comrades, 
may  we  sincerely  say,  'May  their 
souls  rest  in  peace.'  Let  us  also 
remember  the  POWs  and  MIAs  still 
unaccounted  from  all  the  wars  and 
conflicts.  Amen." 

A  final  salute  of  the  Colors,  a 
solemn  reiteration  of  the  Legion's 
credo  and  a  slap  of  the  Commander's 
gavel  ends  the  Post  meeting.  In  a  spirit 
of  good  cheer  and  fellowship,  the 
Legionnaires  slowly  melt  away  until 
the  next  meeting.  — L.B.  □ 
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sages  from  GIs  overseas.  Within  five 
hours  these  messages  were  forwarded 
to  a  radio  station  nearest  the  GIs' 
homes  and  broadcast  as  part  of  Home- 
town, USA.  More  than  200  U.S.  radio 
stations  participated  in  the  program. 

Unlike  much  of  the  nation,  The 
Legion  had  not  forgotten  the  "Forgot- 
ten War."  Nor  had  it  forgotten  those 
missing  in  action.  Both  during  and 
immediately  after  the  Korean  War, 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 
published  a  monthly  list  of  appeals 
from  parents,  wives  and  relatives  for 
information  about  loved  ones  listed  as 
MIA. 

At  times  it  seemed  The  American 
Legion  was  among  the  very  few  that 
realized  a  war  was  going  on.  And 
Congress  apparently  wasn't  one  of  the 
few.  Despite  the  huge  numbers  of  war- 
injured  and  disabled  filling  VA  hospi- 
tals. Congress  continued  proposing 
cuts  in  VA  funds  and  personnel. 

By  early  1954,  congressional  bud- 
get cutters  had  found  a  new  ally.  The 


American  Medical  Association 
(AMA)  attacked  VA's  treatment  of 
nonservice-connected  veterans, 
demanding  that  the  practice  cease  and 
the  veterans  be  turned  over  to  private 
hospitals  and  physicians. 

AMA  director.  Dr.  Edward  J. 
McCormick,  bluntly  called  VA  a 
"threat  to  private  enterprise."  The 
AMA  said  doctors  were  getting  short- 
changed on  fees  they  could  have  been 
collecting  from  veterans  or  from  com- 
munity charities. 

The  AMA  was  not  alone  in  its 
opposition  to  VA.  Over  the  past  40 
years,  VA's  treatment  of  nonservice- 
connected  veterans  has  come  under 
repeated  attacks  by  lawmakers  and 
VA  itself. 

The  original  rules  governing  VA 
treatment  were  based  on  the  honor 
system.  If  a  veteran  said  he  couldn't 
afford  private  care,  VA  treated  him.  In 
1953,  however,  VA  suspected  the  sys- 
tem was  being  abused,  even  though 
every  study  indicated  that  cheating 
was  almost  nonexistent.  VA  issued 
new  regulations  requiring  nonservice- 
connected  veterans  to  fill  out  financial 
statements. 

Initially,  the  Legion  supported  this, 
since  the  rules  also  said  no  investiga- 
tive action  would  take  place  and  all 


information  would  remain  strictly  con- 
fidential. 

But  it  soon  became  obvious  that 
VA  intended  to  find  a  way  to  elimi- 
nate some  nonservice-connected  veter- 
ans from  VA  treatment. 

In  1986,  VA  proposed  that  a  means 
test  be  given  to  nonservice-connected 
veterans.  If  the  veteran  earned  beyond 
VA's  definition  of  the  poverty  level, 
he  would  receive  treatment  only  on  a 
space-available  basis. 

The  American  Legion,  the  only 
major  veterans  organization  to  oppose 
the  means  test,  said  it  would  be  used 
to  squeeze  nonservice-connected  vet- 
erans out  of  the  VA  system  altogether. 
Sadly,  history  would  prove  the  Legion 
right.  Today,  only  the  very  needy  or 
homeless  nonservice-connected  veter- 
an receives  VA  care  on  a  regular 
basis. 

BY  THE  late  1960s,  the  VA  med- 
ical system  found  itself  further 
overextended,  this  time  with  vet- 
erans of  the  Vietnam  War.  As  the  war 
neared  its  end,  it  became  increasingly 
apparent  that  weapons  other  than  bul- 
lets and  booby  traps  had  been  used 
against  GIs  in  Vietnam. 

Agent  Orange,  a  defoliant  used  in 
jungles  and  around  helicopter  landing 
zones  to  clear  the  areas  of  plant  life, 
appeared  to  pose  health  hazards  to 
humans  as  well.  Vietnam  veterans 
became  ill,  then  some  began  dying, 
often  from  rare  cancers. 

The  American  Legion  appealed  to 
the  government  to  conduct  an  unbi- 
ased study,  but  what  the  government 
offered  were  studies  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  Agent  Orange  —  studies  later 
proved  to  be  fraudulent  and  riddled 
with  errors.  Finally,  the  Legion  did 
what  the  government  should  have 
done  and  commissioned  Columbia 
University  to  conduct  an  independent 
study. 

The  results  showed  overwhelming 
evidence  that  dioxin,  a  by-product  of 
Agent  Orange,  posed  significant 
health  risks  to  humans.  Yet,  the  gov- 
ernment to  this  day  has  discounted  the 
American  Legion-Columbia  Universi- 
ty study. 

The  Legion  continued  its  fight  to 
gain  benefits  for  veterans  affected  by 
Agent  Orange.  First  in  1990,  three  dis- 
eases were  grudgingly  recognized,  and 
then  two  more.  By  late  1993,  VA  had 
accepted  nine  diseases  as  service-con- 
nected due  to  exposure  to  Agent 
Orange. 

The  fight  for  Agent  Orange  bene- 
fits is  just  one  of  a  long  line  of  Legion 
struggles  on  behalf  of  disabled  veter- 
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ans.  When  research  revealed  that  Viet- 
nam veterans  seemed  to  have  serious 
problems  readjusting  after  coming 
home,  the  Legion  supported  studies 
that  eventually  revealed  Post  Traumat- 
ic Stress  Disorder  (PTSD)  was  respon- 
sible for  many  of  the  veterans'  prob- 
lems. Further  studies  determined  that 
PTSD  was  not  limited  to  Vietnam  vet- 
erans, but  afflicted  veterans  of  all 
wars. 

The  Legion  was  also  instrumental 
in  getting  VA  to  treat  and  compensate 
veterans  with  PTSD  and  it  has  repeat- 
edly defended  the  need  for  Vet  Cen- 
ters for  counseling,  employment  help 
and  social  service  referrals. 

The  Legion  agenda  has  included 
seeking  benefits  for  veterans  who 
were  victims  of  mustard  gas,  asbestos, 
atomic  radiation,  government  experi- 
mentation with  radioisotopes  and  with 
hallucinogenic  drugs  like  LSD.  Most 
recently,  the  Legion  has  led  the  way  in 
getting  VA  to  treat  Persian  Gulf  veter- 
ans for  their  mysterious  illnesses. 

Largely  through  the  prodding  of  the 
Legion,  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals 
and  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
were  created  in  recent  years  to  provide 
an  unequaled  appeals  system  for  veter- 
ans wronged  by  VA  decisions  or 
errors. 

Some  of  the  Legion's  battles  for 
veterans  over  the  years  were  won 
quickly.  Other  victories  took  decades, 
like  the  campaign  for  a  decent  national 
veterans  cemetery  system,  which 
began  at  the  turn  of  the  century  and 
didn't  end  until  the  National  Cemetery 
System  was  created  in  1973. 

But  some  battles  are  never  over.  In 
1919,  the  Legion  pledged  to  help 
WWI  veterans  find  jobs.  Today,  as  the 
military  once  again  is  going  through 
painful,  post-war  cutbacks,  the  Legion 
is  still  in  the  business  of  finding  jobs 
for  veterans. 

In  a  joint  project  with  the  Laborers' 
International  Union  of  North  America, 
the  Legion  is  helping  recently  dis- 
charged veterans  to  be  trained  in  con- 
struction skills.  And  Posts  in  states 
such  as  South  Carolina  are  also  offer- 
ing employment  help  to  veterans  dis- 
charged from  local  bases. 

"But  our  greatest  struggle  to  sur- 
vive often  seems  to  come  after  the  war 
is  won  and  we  all  come  home,"  says 
National  Commander  Bruce  Thiesen. 
"Rudyard  Kipling's  poem  is  as  timely 
today  as  it  was  100  years  ago." 

For  it's  Tommy  this  and  Tommy 
that, 

And  chuck  him  out,  the  brute. 
But  he's  savior  of  the  country 
When  the  guns  begin  to  shoot.  □ 
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league  needed  a  field  so  we  took  the 
money  and  we  built  them  a  field,"  says 
Adjutant  Joe  Caouette.  "We'll  never 
have  title  to  it,  because  the  cemetery 
still  owns  the  land.  It's  still  deeded  for 
burial,  but  until  they  need  it,  the  kids 
have  a  baseball  field." 

In  Dalton,  Mass.,  there's  no  worry 
about  one  baseball  and  two  softball 
fields  ever  turning  into  graveyards. 
That's  because  Post  155  owns  them 
outright.  And  the  Post  puts  them  to 
good  use,  letting  other  local  teams  use 
them  too. 

In  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  Post  1645 
built  the  city  a  frrst-class  baseball  field 
and  each  year  stages  a  World  Youth 
Baseball  Classic,  that  draws  teams 
from  around  the  world. 

"It  brings  a  lot  of  kids  together," 
says  the  Post's  Herbert  Winters.  "We 
have  a  nice  banquet  for  them.  It  really 
builds  camaraderie." 

In  Grand  Rapids,  Minn.,  Post  60  last 
year  donated  $22,989  to  the  town  to 
purchase  playground  equipment.  But 


DIGGING  OUT  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 


LIKE  their  counterparts  in  the 
United  States,  Posts  in  the  Philip- 
pines are  ever-active  in  helping  their 
countrymen  and  their  fellow  veterans. 

One  of  their  largest  on-going  tasks, 
says  Department  Commander  Enresto 
P.  Golez,  is  helping  victims  of  the 
1991  eruption  of  Mount  Pinatubo. 

While  the  initial  destruction 
caused  by  the  eruption  has  been 
widely  reported,  Golez  says  few  out- 
side the  Philippines  realize  the  toll 
the  volcano  has  taken  since  then. 

The  problem  is  the  volcanic  sand 
left  by  the  eruption.  "It's  a  continu- 
ing thing,"  Golez  explains.  "Every 
time  there's  a  rain  in  the  area,  the 
sand  around  the  mouth  of  the  vol- 
cano runs  down  and  takes  over  the 


rivers.  The  bridges,  roads,  houses 
and  rice  fields  beside  the  river  bank 
are  covered  with  sand." 

Golez  says  the  14  American 
Legion  Posts  in  the  area  are  all  in- 
volved in  battling  the  sand's  wide- 
spread damage  to  the  Filipino 
homes,  which  are  made  of  wood  and 
straw.  "Most  Filipino  veterans  are 
adept  carpenters  and  they  are  helping 
rebuild  the  homes,"  he  said. 

Of  course,  that's  not  all  Filipino 
Legionnaires  have  to  offer  their 
communities.  The  Department  of  the 
Philippines  has  a  successful  blood 
bank  program  and  sponsors  nurseries 
and  other  programs  for  needy, 
orphaned  and  abandoned  children. 
— L.B.  □ 


that  was  just  the  most  recent  of  a  long 
line  of  contributions  made  by  the  Post 
to  the  community. 

"We  had  78  acres  donated  to  us 
before  World  War  II,"  says  Adjutant 
Carl  Manginen.  "Right  after  the  war, 
our  Post  started  building.  Over  the 
years,  we  built  ball  fields,  tennis  courts, 
parking  lots,  etc." 


ilSCOVER  AMERICA'S  #1 
OFF-IAW  MOWER 

Send  for  your  FREE  CATALOG  on  the 
amazing  TROY-BILT®  Sickle  Bar  Mower! 


Now  with  "power  steering" 
for  easy  maneuvering! 


3  Models  up  to 
42"  wide  cut! 


Comfortable,  vibration- 
absorbing  handlebars! 

•  Powered  wheels 
just  roll  over 
rugged  terrain! 


WlHllNTf 


Amazingly  fast...  clears  an 
acre  in  just  1  hour! 

Blaze  nature  trails- for 

walking,  hunting,  skiing,  snow- 
nnobiling. 

Enhance  the  beauty  of  your 
place  by  clearing  ugly  weeds, 
unsightly  brush  and  unwanted 
saplings. 

Have  a  safer  place,  too, 
without  fire  hazards,  driveway 
blind  spots,  poison  ivies,  oaks 
or  sumacs. 


If  you  have  over  an  acre  of  land, 

the  TROY-BILT"  Sickle  Bar  Mower  is  the 
perfect  "Off-Lawn"  mower  to  cut  grass, 
weeds,  even  light  brush  of  any  height  in  all 
types  of  terrain. 


For  Your  FREE  Catalog  Call 

1-800-257-8686  Dept.  4459 

or  Mail  This  Coupon  TODAY! 


r  ~  

I  TROY-BILT  Mfg.  Co.  Dept.  A4459 

I  102nd  St.  &  9th  Ave.,  Troy,  NY  12180 

I  □  YES!  Please  send  me  your  FREE 
I  Catalog  on  how  the  TROY-BILT®  Sickle  Bar 
'  Mower  can  Increase  the  beauty  and  value 
I  of  my  property.  (For  a  free  copy  of  the 
I  7-year  warranty  write  to  the  address 
'  above.)  5 1? 


Name 


I 

I  Address 
I  City  


'(  Ij-yi-nri  C/iniifi  liir  I  III-  l/iiul"" 


'  State   .  , 

-L      m  Product  also  available  in  Canada!  >  _  J 


-Zip. 


In  all,  the  facilities  cost  the  Post 
about  $112,000.  Then  members  of  the 
Post  donated  the  whole  area  to  the  vil- 
lage for  educational  and  recreational 
purposes.  Today,  it's  called  American 
Legion  Memorial  Park. 

RALLYING  ROUND  THE  FLAG 

Anyone  wishing  to  gauge  the  rever- 
ence and  love  that  Legionnaires  feel  for 
their  country  need  only  look  to  the  ven- 
eration they  show  for  its  symbol  —  the 
American  Flag. 

They  love  the  Colors,  and  they're 
not  shy  about  showing  them  —  on  holi- 
days or  any  days.  Go  to  just  about  any 
patriotic  parade  in  America  and  you'll 
find  Legionnaires  right  up  front,  proud- 
ly flying  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  When- 
ever a  veteran  passes  away.  Legion 
member  or  not,  if  his  family  requests  it, 
a  Legion  honor  guard  wiU  be  at  grave- 
side to  see  that  he  or  she  is  buried  with 
fuU  honors. 

Each  Memorial  Day,  flags  appear  on 
the  graves  of  veterans  all  across  the 
nation,  thanks  to  the  devotion  and  hard 
work  of  tens  of  thousands  of  Legion, 
SAL  and  Auxihary  members. 

Eleanor  Smith,  Adjutant  of  Post 
266,  Westminster,  Calif.,  could  be 
speaking  for  every  Legionnaire  in 
America  when  she  describes  the  dedi- 
cation of  herself  and  her  comrades. 

"We  put  flags  on  every  veteran's 
grave  we  could  find  —  5,000  of  them," 
she  recalls  of  Memorial  Day,  1993. 
"I'm  telling  you  I  could  not  straighten 
out  my  back  for  a  couple  of  days." 

On  every  patriotic  holiday,  avenues 
of  flags  spring  up,  again  thanks  to  a 
legion  of  blue  caps  reverently  raising  a 
host  of  red,  white  and  blue  banners  on 
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main  streets,  side  streets,  memorial  dri- 
ves and  cemeteries  all  over  America. 

The  members  of  Post  94  in  the 
retirement  community  of  Sun  City 
West,  Ariz.,  don't  for  a  minute  let  their 
advancing  ages  interfere  with  their  love 
of  flag.  They  put  up  an  avenue  of  flags 
that  extends  a  full  five  miles  along  the 
community's  main  street  —  an  avenue 
that  has  earned  the  town  the  nickname, 
"Flag  City,  USA." 

"Most  of  the  men  are  in  their  70s, 
but  they're  out  there  putting  the  flags 
up  the  day  before  the  holiday  and  tak- 
ing them  down  the  day  after,"  says  Post 
Commander  Mary  Ellen  Piotrowski. 

But  the  flag  is  an  all-year-round 
affair  for  many  Legionnaires.  That's 
why  Legion  Posts  donate  more  flags  to 
schools,  businesses,  nursing  homes, 
churches  and  other  groups  and  individ- 
uals than,  perhaps,  any  other  group  in 
America. 

Take  a  look  at  Linton,  Ind.  Driving 
into  the  little  town  of  under  7,000  in 
southwestern  Indiana,  the  first  thing  a 
visitor  notices  after  the  "You'll  like 
Linton"  sign  are  the  30-foot  flag  poles 
with  flags  on  them. 

They  seem  to  be  everywhere  —  in 
front  of  nursing  homes,  private  homes, 
parks,  fraternal  organizations,  churches, 
ball  fields  and  businesses. 

"Our  Post  builds  and  donates  flag 
poles  for  the  city,"  says  Post  22  Com- 
mander Bill  Firkins.  "Just  about  all  of 
them  you  see  around  town,  we  put  up." 

In  fact,  there  are  nearly  75  of  them, 
most  clustered  around  the  downtown 
area.  "We  always  put  an  American 
Legion  emblem  at  the  base  of  each 
pole,"  Firkins  says.  "Just  to  show 
where  they  came  from." 

A  STANDARD  FOR  STUDENTS 

Legionnaires  consider  it  a  solemn 
obligation  to  transfer  their  love  of  flag 
to  their  children,  their  neighbors'  chil- 
dren and  their  children's  children. 

Chances  are  that  most  flags  flying  in 
front  of  schools  or  adorning  classrooms 
and  auditoriums  across  America  are 
gifts  of  a  local  Post. 

To  make  certain  that  school  children 
understand  what  the  flag  stands  for, 
guest  lecturers  wearing  the  blue  cap  of 
The  American  Legion  are  a  familiar 
sight  in  classrooms  and  auditoriums. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  detail  the 
stories  of  all  the  Legionnaires  who  give 
their  time  to  America's  students,  but 
here  are  three. 

They  are  Harry  Shook  of  Post  5, 
Emporia,  Kan.;  Frank  Cartee,  Post  52, 
Easley,  S.C.;  and  Eddie  Price  of  Post 
13,  Wilson,  N.C. 

Please  turn  page 
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Each  has  the  same  mission  —  to 
visit  as  many  elementary  school  kids  as 
possible  and  teach  them  about  the  flag 
and  the  men  and  women  who  died  to 
preserve  it. 

What  each  man  has  found  is  that 
America's  schoolchildren  are  largely 
ignorant  about  their  country  and  its  his- 
tory but  are  eager  and  willing  to  learn, 
especially  the  younger  ones. 

"They  don't  know  much  about 
America.  They  have  not  been  informed 
about  what  Americans  have  done  in  the 
past  to  retain  their  freedom,"  says  Car- 
tee,  who  has  spoken  to  more  than 
30,000  kids  during  the  years. 

"We  put  the  program  on  for  fourth 
graders.  That's  about  my  mentality," 
jokes  Shook  who,  along  with  a  handful 
of  others  from  his  Post,  has  spoken  to 
more  than  22,000  kids  over  the  past 
decade.  "Two  of  us  go  in  full  dress  uni- 
form. We  show  them  the  Legion  video 
on  the  flag  and  get  two  or  three  of  them 
to  fold  the  flag.  Those  kids  eat  it  up. 
Sometimes  we'll  tell  them  we're  going 


to  fold  the  flag  into  a  cocked  hat  or  fold 
it  wrong.  They  jump  all  over  us." 

Cartee  finds  his  kids  equally  willing 
to  learn.  "They  are  very  attentive,"  he 
says.  "I  speak  to  them  at  their  level, 
asking  them  questions  and  giving  them 
answers." 

"I  generally  let  them  do  their  own 
answering,"  says  Price,  who  addresses 
about  1,000  kids  a  year.  "Nine  times 
out  of  10  when  a  little  kid  asks  ques- 
tions, another  kid  will  be  able  to  answer 
them." 

"If  more  Legionnaires  would  go  to 
their  schools,  they  could  win  back  a  lot 
of  what  has  been  lost,"  says  Cartee. 

But  they  are  making  inroads.  Says 
Shook,  "In  Emporia,  when  you  go 
down  the  street  in  a  parade,  all  the 
young  kids  show  respect  for  the  flag, 
even  if  many  of  the  adults  don't." 

A  TIME  FOR  TAPS 

As  serious  as  Legionnaires  are  about 
showing  the  flag,  they  are  just  as  res- 
olute that  flags  be  properly  retired 
when  they  become  old  and  worn. 

Federal  law  —  formulated  with  the 
help  of  the  Legion  —  states  that  old 
flags  be  disposed  of  "in  a  dignified 
way,  preferably  by  burning."  At  Legion 
Posts  all  over  the  nation,  flag  retire- 
ment ceremonies  are  held  during  the 


year  to  ensure  that  when  Old  Glory  gets 
too  old,  she  retires  with  dignity. 

Annually  for  the  past  20  years.  Post 
468  in  the  Pennsylvania  hamlet  of  Tower 
City  conducts  one  of  the  largest  flag 
retirement  ceremonies  in  the  country. 

Last  Nov.  7,  honor  guards  from 
eight  Posts  joined  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  Commander  and  300  oth- 
ers to  witness  the  retirement  of  about 
8,000  old  flags  —  aU  burned  in  a  fire- 
place built  solely  for  that  purpose  by 
Post  468. 

"It's  quite  a  ceremony,"  says  past 
Post  Commander  Harvey  Hummel. 
"We  have  a  service  and  a  band  that 
plays  military  songs.  We  might  be 
burning  for  four  or  five  hours  or  more." 

CHRISTMAS  IN  LEGIONLAND 

You  would  be  hard  put  to  find  a 
Legion  Post  that  doesn't  have  three, 
four  or  even  half  a  dozen  different  pro- 
grams to  spread  Christmas  cheer.  They 
visit  VA  hospitals  and  nursing  homes, 
hold  parties,  and  distribute  presents  and 
extra  food  to  the  needy.  Where  there's 
a  need,  there's  a  Legionnaire  to  fill  it. 

Members  of  Post  392  in  Peotone, 
ni.,  not  only  give  food  to  needy  fami- 
lies, but  also  take  their  kids  shopping. 

"We  take  the  kids  in  a  bus  to  K- 
Mart  so  they  can  have  some  toys  for 
Christmas,"  says  Legionnaire  Ronald 
Strubhar.  "We  give  them  a  $25  gift  cer- 
tificate and  then  we  take  them  to 
McDonald's  for  lunch  afterward.  We 
get  a  lot  of  nice  thank-you  notes  from 
the  famiUes." 

In  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  Post  49 
members  know  folks  like  a  turkey  din- 
ner on  Christmas.  So  they  buy  and  give 
away  500  turkeys  to  needy  families 
each  year. 

During  the  hohday  season.  Legion- 
naires and  Auxiliary  members  of  Post 
96  in  Hutchinson,  Minn.,  throw  a  party 
and  buy  gifts  for  all  the  special  educa- 
tion children  in  town. 

"It's  probably  the  most  rewarding 
program  that  any  of  us  do  each  year," 
says  Post  Adjutant  Roger  Olson. 
"When  these  crusty  old  veterans  walk 
away  from  it,  there  are  lumps  in  their 
throats  and  tears  in  their  eyes." 

Post  2  in  the  nation's  capital  is  a 
small  group  with  no  Post  home  or 
income,  except  for  dues  and  donations, 
but  the  members  do  what  they  can. 
Each  year,  the  Washington,  D.C.,  Cen- 
tral Union  Mission  gives  them  the 
names  of  a  needy  boy  and  girl,  and  they 
go  out  and  buy  them  toys  and  clothes. 

"Three  of  us  go  out  and  buy  a  com- 
plete wardrobe,"  says  Post  Commander 
Nan  Fuhnine.  "We  wrap  them  in  sepa- 
rate packages  so  they  have  a  lot  of  pre- 
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sents.  We  also  give  about  $100  to  the 
kids." 

At  Post  40  in  Chino  Valley,  Ariz., 
the  Post  and  Auxiliary  gather  and  refur- 
bish as  many  as  500  used  toys  each 
year  to  give  to  needy  kids  at  a  Christ- 
mas party  held  at  the  Post. 

In  Lancaster,  S.C.,  Post  31  gives 
Christmas  food  baskets  to  more  than 
900  families  and  1,300  children  each 
year. 

Working  in  cooperation  with  the 
Lancaster  News,  the  Post  collects 
money  from  local  residents  and  busi- 
nesses to  buy  the  food.  Each  child  in 
the  family  also  gets  a  treat  bag  of  fruit 
and  candy. 

"We're  just  trying  to  give  the  people 
a  little  better  Christmas  than  they 
would  have,"  says  past  Adjutant  Ward 
Faulkenberry,  who  founded  the  pro- 
gram in  1960. 

TESTIMONIALS  ABOUND 

Officials  in  cities,  towns  and  vil- 
lages all  across  the  nations  are  fully 
aware  of  what  Legionnaires  mean  to 
their  communities  and  heap  high  praise 
on  their  Legion  Posts. 

Of  Post  136,  Gil  Weidenfeld,  mayor 
of  Greenbelt,  Md.,  says,  "It  helps  keep 
Greenbelt  a  community.  It  makes  peo- 
ple think  there  is  more  to  living  here 
than  just  owning  a  house  because  they 
know  there  are  people  who  care  in  the 
community." 

In  the  tiny  hamlet  of  Marion,  N.Y., 
town  Supervisor  Monica  Deyo  can't 
say  enough  about  Post  1430.  The  Post 
has  fewer  than  200  members,  but  still 
supports  an  award-winning  color  guard 
that  marches  in  30  parades  a  year  in  the 
area  and  also  runs  extensive  flag-eti- 
quette programs  in  the  schools. 
"There's  wonderful  cooperation 
between  the  Legion  and  the  town,"  she 
says.  "I  feel  comfortable  calling  the 
Legion  whenever  we  need  assistance." 

"They're  a  real  asset  to  our  commu- 
nity," City  Councilwoman  Lorraine 
Anderson  says  of  Post  161  in  Arvada, 
Colo.,  In  1992,  the  Post  donated 
$26,000  to  commission  a  large  bronze 
eagle  sculpture  to  sit  atop  a  veterans' 
memorial  there.  "Long  after  we're  all 
gone,  the  memorial  will  still  be  there 
reminding  everyone  of  the  people  of 
Arvada  who  served  their  country." 

Perhaps  no  testimonial  to  Legion- 
naires' helpfulness  is  more  glowing 
than  Elinor  Giovannini's.  On  a  swelter- 
ing Sunday  afternoon  in  late  August 
1993,  she  and  her  husband  were  among 
27  other  mostly  elderly  travelers  in 
Waynesville,  Mo.,  when  their  tour  bus 
broke  down  and  they  were  stranded. 

The  group  went  to  nearby  Post  331 


seeking  shelter,  but  got  much  more. 
The  Legionnaires  unloaded  their  lug- 
gage, gave  them  refreshments  and 
invited  them  to  join  a  dance  class  in 
session.  Later,  members  of  the  Post 
took  them  to  dinner,  offered  them 
rooms  in  their  own  homes  if  another 
bus  didn't  come  and  stayed  with  them 
well  into  the  night  until  the  bus  arrived. 

"They  were  absolutely  gracious," 
Mrs.  Giovannini  says.  "I  am  quite  sure 
that  at  least  two  in  our  group  would 
have  had  to  be  hospitalized"  without 
the  Legionnaires'  help. 


"We  were  just  doing  what  Legion 
Posts  are  supposed  to  do,"  says  past 
Post  Commander  Patricia  Kristof. 
"That's  kind  of  what  we're  all  about. 
We  had  a  good  time.  I  think  we  had  a 
better  time  than  they  did." 

And  so  it  goes  with  the  Legion. 
National  Headquarters  serves  the 
nation,  the  Departments  serve  their 
states  and  Posts,  their  communities. 

Why  do  Legionnaires  do  it?  The 
answer  lies  in  the  first  four  words  of  the 
Preamble  to  The  American  Legion 
Constitution:  "For  God  and  Country."n 


FEEL  Am  LOOK 

YOmGER  IN  JUST  30  DAYS 

Ginkgo  Biloba 

GINKGO  BILOBA  is  called  a  '0/0- 
/ogica/ Super  Tree."  BeseaKhers 
have  Isolated  chemicals  in  the 
Ginkgo  leaf  that  have  tremendous 
in^ct  on  the  human  body. 

Here  are  12  health  coHCEms  Gihkoo  has  beeh  khowh  to  help: 

IMPORTANT  FACT: 
Ginkgo  Biloba  fias  ^ 
no  side  effects 
onyourfiea/tfi. 


FULL  30-OAY 
Momey-Back 

GuuuktbI! 


FREE!!  40  capsiile§  with  every  bottle  ordered!!! 

YES!  i  want  to  get  heaf thi'er  with  Giniigo  Bilola! 

(liMiientm)dlemnlmth»imut»dpoieonhraMt9lmdHldeiinieek 
and  feef  better  wHMn  M  d^j  SoD  Mb       (/tem  §701} 

HD  1  month  supply  (100  capsules)  of  Ginkgo  for  $21.45* 
2  month  supply  (200  capsules)  of  Ginkgo  for  $37.45* 
5  month  supply  (500  capsules)  of  Ginkgo  for  $86.45* 
(*lncludes  shipping  &  handllng...1  bottle  =  100  capsules) 

NAME 


For  faster 
ordering: 

1813}  566-2611 

mmm  keycode  550 
(ViSA/MAsmcm) 


MAIL  TO: 
Health  Center  for 
Better  Livimg,  Inc. 

6189  Taylor  Rd 
Naples  FL  33942 


ADDRESS 


amncunt 


SEPTEMBER  1994 


175 
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Cadets.lncrement  July  2,1944  #21078 
Freeman  Field,  Cadets,  Officers,  Enl.  Pers.,  WAC  & 

WASPS  (1942/46)  #12642 
Glider  Pilots  National  Assn.  (WWII)  #20718 
P-51  Mustang  Pilots  Assn.  #16783 
Pilot  Class  44-1,  Eastern  Flying  Training  Command 

#13583 

Pilot  Class  44-1  (Williams  Fid,  AZ)  #30022 

Marines 

1st  Mar.  DIv.,  1st  MEd.  Bn.,  Able  +  H&S  Co.  (1950-53, 

Korea)  #18821 
1st  Mar.  DIv.,  1st  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  A  Co.  (Vietnam  1966-67) 

"Mafia  Bros"  #14961 
1st  Mar.  DIv.,  4.5"  Rocket  Bn.  (Korea)  #14808 
1st  Mar.  DIv.,  4th  (JASCO)  #19004 
1st  Mar.  DIv.,  5th  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  Weapons  Co.  (Korea) 

#18846 

1st  Mar.  DIv.,  5th  Rgt,  3rd  Bn.,  G  Co.  (Korea)  #10031 
1st  Mar.  Div.,  7th  Rgt.,  2nd  Bn.,  "H"  Co.  (Vietnam) 
#18970 

3rd  Mar.  Div.,  3rd  Am.  Trac.  Bn.  (WWII)  #13917 
3rd  Mar.  Div.,  3rd  JASCO  #17144 
3rd  Mar.  Div.,  3rd  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  C  Co.  (1942-45)  #11011 
3rd  Mar  Div.  9th  Regt,  2nd  Bn  #14913 
3rd  Mar.  Div.,  9th  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  D  Co.  (1965/66)  #30055 
4th  Mar.  Div.,  23rd  Rgt.,  Rgt  Weapons  Co.  (WWII) 
#21068 

4th  Mar.  Div.,  24th  Rgt,  3rd  Bn.  #18989 

5th  Mar.  Div.,  27th  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  HQ  Co.  (WWII)  #12860 

9th  Defense  &  9th  AAA  Bns.  (WWII)  #17143 

15th  Defense  Bn.  #18975 

16th  Rgt.,  C  Co.  #17213 

22nd  Marines  (WWII  -  Elite)  #18990 

Balcet  Ball  Team  (Camp  WItilt,  Guam  1949-50)  #18968 

Banana  Fleet  Marines  (1920/40)  #17168 

Barrage  Balloon  Grp.  #21386 

CAP  Unit  Vets  Assn.  -  Comb.  Act  Pgm.  (Vietnam 

1965/71)  #21321 
Cold  Weather  Trng.  Bn.  (Korea)  #22173 
Iwo  Jima  Reunion  #15707 
Marine  Corps  League  (Central  Miss.  Det.)  #18777 
MAWS-11  (Kume  Shima)  #17134 
Mojave  Station  Hq.  Sq.  (1942/58)  #21035 
Roosevelt  Roads  Marine  Barracl(s  (Puerto  Rico) 

#14992 

Tactical  Air  Control  Sq.  2  (MTACS-2)  #18785 

USS  Huntington  CL-107,  Marine  Det  #10796 

VMB-433  (WWII)  #17118 

VMD-354  (Photo  Sq.)  #13141 

VMF-422  (WWII)  #14767 

VMF-422  (WWII)  #18903 

VMF  (N)  541  (Bateye  Sq)  #17165 

VMSB-142  #18952 

VMTB-131  #21526 


Coast  Guard 


CG  Co.  I  (Groton  CT,  Oct  1949-Jan  1950)  #13916 

Coast  Guard  Combat  Vets  Assn.  #17019 

Coast  Guard  Constr.  Units  26/211/390  #17023 

Fleet  Tug  Sailors  Nat  l  Assn.  #20301 

FS-392  #18866 

Galloo  Island,  NY  #22959 

Government  Island/Bay  Area:  CoastGuard  Island 

(WWII)  #11444 
Greenland  Patrol  (WWII  All  45  Vessels  &  Shore 

Stations)  #23112 
Horse  Patrol  (Tybee  Island,  GA 1943/44)  #12777 
LST-69  #20993 
LST-70  (WWII)  #12668 
LST-764  #28293 
LST-829  (WWII)  #17037 
LST-886  (WWII)  (CG  Manned)  #17034 
Sackets  Harbor  (Aux  Op),  NY  #13913 
SC-527  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12330 
SC-528  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12331 
SC-688  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12332 
SC-689  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12333 
SC-704  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12334 
SC-705  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12335 
USCGC  Acacia  (WLB-406)  #18723 
USCGC  Bibb  WEC-31  (WWII)  #18986 
USCGC  Clover  (1946-47)  #18873 
USCGC  Mackinaw  Assn.  #18919 
USCGC  Mojave  WPG-47  #17012 
USCGC  Nike  WPC-112  (Incl.  WPC  Sailors)  #14791 


USCGC  Northland  WPG-49  (Greenland  Patrol  1940/45) 

#21651 
USCGC  Tampa  #10804 

USCGC  Wachusett  Reunion  (WHEC-44)  #16737 
USCGC  Winnebago  WPG-40  #17056 
USS  Active  WSC-125  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#23128 

USS  Alvik  WYP-164  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23129 
USS  Akiak  WYP-168  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23130 
USS  Alatok  WYP-172  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#23131 

USS  Algonquin  WPG-75  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 

#23133 
USS  Allentown  PF-52  #17009 
USS  Amarok  WYP-166  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 

#23134 

USS  Arluk  WYP-167  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23135 
USS  Arundel  WYT-90  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23136 
USS  Arvek  WYP-165  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23137 
USS  Atak  WYP-163  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23138 
USS  Big  Horn  (AO)  -  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12337 
USS  Bowfdoin  IX-50  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23141 
USS  Brunswick  PF-68  #11078 
USS  Cactus  WAGL-270  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#23142 

USS  Casper  PF-12  (50th  Anniv.)  #10056 
USS  Cayuga  CG-54  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #23143 
USS  Citrus  WAGL-300  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#23144 

USS  Comanche  WPG-76  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#15162 

USS  Eastwind  WAG-279  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#23145 

USS  Escanaba  WPG-77  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#23146 

USS  Evergreen  WAGL-295  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12309 

USS  Faunce  WSC-138  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12310 

USS  Frederick  Lee  WSC-139  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12311 

USS  General  Greene  WSC-140  Greenland  Patrol 

(1940/45)  #12312 
USS  Harveson  DE-316  (1943/47)  #10081 
USS  Hingham  PF-30,  Patrol  Frigate  Assn  #18994 
USS  Lansing  DE/DER-388/WDE-488  #17025 
USS  Laurel  WAGL-291  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 

#12313 

USS  Machlas  PF-53,  Escort  DIv.  33  (WWII)  #10122 
USS  Manitou  WYT-60  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12314 
USS  Modoc  WPG-46  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12315 
USS  Mohawk  WPG-78  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12316 

USS  Mojave  WPG-47  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #10522 
USS  Muskogee  PF-49  #17045 

USS  Nanok  WYP-169  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12318 
USS  Natsek  WYP-170  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12319 

USS  Nogak  WYP-171  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12320 
USS  North  Star  WPG-59  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 

#12322 
USS  Peoria  PF-67  #11077 
USS  Pert  PG-95  (WWII)  #18868 
USS  Ramsden  DE/0ER-382/WDE-482  #10808 
USS  Raritan  WYT-93  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12323 
USS  Sea  Cloud  WPG-284  (Greenland  Patrol)  #18845 
USS  Sheliak  AKA-62  #10816 
USS  Sorrel  WAGL-296  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 

#12324 

USS  Southwind  WAG-280  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12325 

USS  Storis  WAGL-38  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12326 
USS  Tahoma  WPG-80  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45 
#12327 

USS  Tampa  WAG-48  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12328 
USS  Travis  WSC-153  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12329 
VP-6  (PBY-5A  Catallnas)  Greenland  Patrol  1940-45 
#12336 


Miscellaneous 


1st  Emergency  Rescue  Sq.  (WWII)  #18907 

593rd  JASCO  Assn.  (Joint  Assault  Signal  Co.)  #16073 

Assoc-Gunners  Mates  #14917 

ASTRP  (Cole  College  lA)  #18820 

Fontainebleau  Fellows  (France  1951-53)  #18880 

George  Field  WWII  Veterans  #12493 

Heppenheim  "POW"  Survivors  #18817 

Iowa  Basha  of  CBI  #17269 

Iwo  Jima  Survivors  Assn  of  Connecticut  Inc.  #14355 

Iwo  Jima  Survivors  Assn  of  Texas  #22242 

Korea  Revisit  Tour  #20447 

Leyte  Landing:  50th  Annlv.  Return  to  P.I.  #18803 

Moroccan  Reunion  Assn.  #17273 

Navigator  Observer  Assoc.  #18875 

Operation  Down  Under  #18807 

Veterans  Appreciation  4th  Annual  Banquet(N.E.  State 

University)  #19005 
Wisconsin  Place-Named  Ships  of  WWII  (50th  Annlv.) 

#18829 
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Classified 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY 
AND  REMIHANCE  TO: 

Eileen  Hennessy 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
c/o  Fox  Associates,  Inc. 
116  W.  Kinzie  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60610 

(312)  644-3888 
FAX  (312)  644-8718 


All  classified  advertising  Is  payable  In  advance  by 
check  or  money  order.  Please  make  remittance 
payable  to  "The  American  Legion  Magazine."  RATES: 
$16  per  word.  Count  street  addresses  and  box 
numbers  as  two  words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as 
three  words.  GUARANTEED  CIRCULATION: 
2,900.000  per  month.  DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy 
must  be  received  60  days  before  cover  date  of  issue 
desired.  All  advertisements  are  accepted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  publisher. 


TRAVEL/RECREATION 


WWII  VETERANS  50TH  ANNIVERSARIES.  Return  to 
Peleliu-September  10-16,  1994;  Return  to  Leyte-October 
10-24.  1994;  Return  to  Iwo  Jima-March  14,  1995;  Return 
to  Okinawa-March  29-April,  1995;  V-J  Day-September  2, 
1995.  Call  BOB  HILL  at  (800)  847-6340. 


WANTED 


FAMOUS  AUTOGRAPHS,  EARLY  SPORTS-MOVIE  MEM- 
ORABILIA. (800)  432-8777 

JAPANESE  SWORDS  WANTED.  (412)  745-4840. 

GERMAN  HELMETS,  SWORDS.  (215)  357-4107. 

VHS  TAPE  "VICTORY  DAY"  PARADE,  Washington,  June 
of  1991.  Call  collect.  (216)  223-1393. 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS.  Free  catalog.  Kraus,  Box 
7850-LM,  Independence,  MO  64054. 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


AGENT  WANTED 


Emblems,  Pins,  Keychains  MADE-TO-ORDER,  3-4  weeks 
delivery.  Daisy-AL,  P.O.  Box  6-65.  Taipei.  Taiwan,  R.O.C. 
Fax:  886-2-3676445. 


AUTOMOTIVE/ETC. 


SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  NAME  BRAND  AUTOMOTIVE 
AND  SPECIALTY  TOOLS.  Send  $3  for  Catalog  (Refunded 
at  first  purchase).  KRAFT  TOOLS,  P.O.  Box  537,  Beech 
Grove,  IN  46107. 


BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 


AGENT  WANTED  FOR  WWII  ROMANCE.  (216)  243-7809. 


PAYOFF  ARTILLERY  -  WWII  (1994).  Hardcover,  maps, 
and  diagrams.  $24.  Bull  Run  of  Vermont,  7  Deborah,  S. 
Burlington,  VT  05403-7816.  AMERICA'S  FORESTS  (Incl. 
CCC),  $14. 


ICIVIL  WAR  PRISONER  OF  WAR  ESCAPE!  Union  Lt. 
James  Claudius  Shaw  escaped,  Columbia,  SC,  Nov.  1, 
1864.  Rejoined  Union  forces,  Dalton,  Georgia  Nov.  27. 
Order  LEATHER  AND  SOUL,  a  novel  based  on  Shaw's 
escape,  by  Waldron  McLellon,  Shaw's  great-grandson. 
513  pages,  sottcover.  $16.95  plus  S&H,  sales  tax.  (800) 
444-2524. 


DO  YOU  HAVE  A  BOOK  TO  PUBLISH?  Established  co- 
operative publisher  can  help.  Call  Pentland  Press,  Inc. 
(800)  948-2786. 


CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 

FREE  CATALOG  (800)  233-0828. 


COATS  OF  ARMS 


COATS  OF  ARMS.  500,000  names,  32  countries.  Free  cat- 
alog. The  Ship's  Chandler,  Dept.  L.,  Wilmington,  VT 
05363. 


COLLECTABLES 


ILLUSTRATED  CATALOG  PLUS  NICE  SAMPLE  ARROW- 
HEAD. $3.  Westco,  Box  778-V,  Colfax,  CA  95713. 


EDUCATION  &  INSTRUCTION 


PARALEGAL-GRADED  CURRICULUM.  Approved  home 
study.  Affordable.  Since  1890.  Free  Catalog  (800)  826- 
9228.  Blackstone  School  of  Law,  P.O.  Box  871449,  Dallas, 
TX  75287. 


SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT!  Scholarship  and  financial 
aid  information  is  available  through  The  American 
Legion's  CASHE  system  for  $16.  Call  (301)  258-0717  for 
information  and  an  application. 


FINANCIAL 


DEBT  CONSOLIDATION.  Reduce  interest.  Cut  payment 
30-50%.  Stop  collections.  Avoid  bankruptcy. 
Licensed/bonded.  (Non-profit).  MCCS  (800)  590-7474. 


HEALTH  &  HEALTH  CARE  PRODUCTS 

UNIQUE  MEDICAL  GUIDE.  Sun/iving  chronic  illness.  MD 
selection.  Patient's  rights.  Energy  and  coping  tips.  $5 
post-paid.  J.  Rhynsburger,  RN,  2064  W.  Ave  J,  Ste.  377A, 
Lancaster,  CA  93536. 


STILL  FEASTING  ON  PORK  &  SHELLFISH?  Better  learn 
how  GOD'S  GARBAGE  DISPOSAL  works!  $3.  Bible  & 
Health,  Box  412,  Gumming,  GA  30130. 


EMBLEMS 


FREE  MILITARY  INSIGNIA  CATALOG  (800)  533-3272. 


HELP  WANTED 


EASY  WORK!  EXCELLENT  PAY!  Assemble  products  at 
home.  (800)  377-6000  ext.  6820. 


$329.84  WEEKLY  assembling  products  at  home.  Toll-free: 
(800)  333-3294. 


HOW-TO 


FIND  YOUR  LONG-LOST  BUDDIES  for  50  cents  each! 
Complete  guide  $4.  RHP,  Box  41051,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19127. 


INSURANCE 


CHAMPUS  SUPPLEMENT  will  pay  the  25%  allowed,  plus 
100%  of  all  excess  charges.  For  brochure,  call  (800)  627- 
2824,  ext.  424. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE  132p  Bluebook  of  Retirement  facts  on  60  South 
Georgia  counties-Fishing,  hunting,  golf-6  military  installa- 
tions. Send  $3  post/hdiing.  So.  GA  Chamber,  Dept.  A., 
POB  2036,  Thomasville,  GA  31799. 


GENUINE  U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS.  Free  list.  Lederman, 
21  Naples  Road,  Brookline,  MA  021 46.  (617)  731-0000. 


MONEYMAKING  OPPORTUNITIES 

BECOME  WEALTHY.  How  ordinary  people  can  accumu- 
late extraordinary  amounts  of  money.  FREE  INFORMA- 
TION. (800)  440-0777,  ext.  116. 


MUSIC  &  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS 

ACCORDIONS.  $550-$9,000.  (800)  486-3322. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


"DYSFUNCTIONAL  VETERAN  -  LEAVE  ME  ALONE"  coffee 
mug!  $15:  School  of  Hard  Knocks,  Box  7181-AL,  Cut-N- 
Shoot,  TX  77303-0181 .  Catalog  $1 . 


MONEY!  EARN  THOUSANDS  -  PROVEN  SUCCESSFUL 
FUNDRAISER.  FOR  ANY  ACTIVE  ORGANIZATION.  NO 
INVESTMENT.  DETAILS  (615)  693-7491. 


19th  CENTURY  LETTERS,  DIARIES,  PHOTOS,  CIVIL  WAR 
ITEMS.  Top  prices  paid.  (800)  248-5927. 


PERSONALS 


NICE  SINGLES  wish  to  meet  others.  FREE  magazine. 
Send  age,  interests.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Allardt,  TN 
38504. 


ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  traditional.  Free  details.  Sun- 
shine International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK, 
Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745.  (808)  325-7707. 


JAPANESE  WOMEN!  Pacific  Century,  110  Pacific  Avenue 
#208-JB.  San  Francisco,  CA  94111.  (816)  942-1668. 


REAL  ESTATE 


WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSABLE,  LEESBURG,  FLORIDA 
WATERFRONT  ACRE.  Three  bedroom,  two  bath  ranch. 
$179,500.  (614)  771-8989. 


Life  Membership  notices  are  published  for  Legion- 
naires who  have  been  awarded  Life  Memberships  by  their 
posts. 

Life  membership  notices  must  be  submitted  on  official 
forms  which  may  be  obtained  by  sending  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  to:  Life  Memberships,  The 
American  Legion  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis 
IN  46206. 

James  W.  Anderson,  Edward  M.  Fabian,  Theodore  R. 

Kaufman,  Billy  Ray  Rouse,  Jack  Shuttleworth  (1994) 

Post  35,  Mount  Dora,  FL 
CO.  Burton,  Richard  B.  Carpenter,  Richard  F.  Charp- 

entier,  Wesson  K.  Coombs,  Francis  J.  Corrigan, 

Thomas  J.  Costello,  Michael  E.  Cressaty,  G.H. 

Dimon  Jr.,  Edward  Drayton,  Robert  M.  Fish,  Claude 

C.  Focht  Jr.,  Vivienne  Fortier  (1994)  Post  1,  Paris, 

FRA 

Tom  Moore  (1992),  Woodrow  Williams  (1993)  Post 

276,  Beech  Grove,  IN 
Jewell  T.  Gregory,  Merle  G.  Walker  (1994)  Post  465, 

Indianapolis,  IN 
Delmar  J.  Craig  (1993)  Post  156,  IHammond,  LA 
Frederick  Page  (1993),  Edward  Tanski  (1994)  Post 

224,  Easthampton,  MA 
Junior  A.  Anderson  (1994)  Post  69,  Whitehall,  Ml 
Stanley  Samshal  (1994)  Post  505,  Gary,  MN 
Michael  G.  Kllngeman  (1994)  Post  422,  St.  Louis,  MO 
Louie  W.  Seibel  (1994)  Post  91,  Corvallls,  MT 
Ben  Elmore  (1993),  Donald  D.  Beck,  Bernard  B.  Bock, 
Everette  P.  Boliek,  George  K.  Bost,  Bernette  L.  Bow- 
man, Ted  R.  Brewer,  Carl  L.  Brooks,  Jack  Burch, 
Kenneth  Carpenter,  Oren  L.  Cline,  Harold  B.  Cooke 
(1994)  Post  48,  Hickory,  NC 
George  A.  Becker,  Lewis  Sposato  (1993)  Post  101, 

Westbury,  NY 
Leo  Babski,  Harry  DeWitt,  Milton  Reinhardt  (1994) 

Post  205,  Kenmore,  NY 
Walter  J.  Baker,  Joseph  Deluca,  Ralph  E.  Dittmann, 
James  B.  Gillie,  L.H.  Hardy,  Robert  Johnson, 
Eugene  J.  Masters,  Robert  E.  Metcalf,  William  R. 
Poole,  Kenneth  W.  Regnet,  Raymond  E.  Root,  Wal- 
lace C.  Rowell,  Paul  M.  Volansky,  Glenn  W.  Zuch 
(1994)  Post  264,  Tonawanda,  NY 
Curtis  Buyea,  William  Chase,  Francis  Crandall,  David 
DeBlock,  William  Hodges,  Raymond  Lawrence, 
Edward  Newman  Jr.,  David  Palmlter,  Norman 
Palmlter  Jr.,  Eleanor  Powers,  David  Symonds, 
Charles  Wilcox  (1993)  Post  876,  Sherburne,  NY 
Martin  J.  Davis  (1994)  Post  1248,  Arkport,  NY 
George  Deep  (1976),  Frederick  Baker  (1982),  Charles 
Ross  (1984),  Donald  Parsons  (1985),  Vincent  Santa 
Maria  (1987),  Glenn  Webb  (1988),  Daniel  Andrews, 
John  Asma,  William  Hodge,  John  McDaniels,  Jerry 
Vlatowski,  Milton  Weeks  (1992)  Post  876,  Sher- 
burne, NY 

Attilio  Benedetto  (1993)  Post  1212,  New  York,  NY 
William  E.  DeRemer  (1994)  Post  381,  Cambridge 
Springs,  PA 

Earl  Long,  Thomas  R.  Meteraud  (1993)  Post  179, 

Charleston,  SC 
Henry  E.  Hruska  (1994)  Post  451,  Caldwell,  TX 
W.  LeGrande  Law,  Doyle  L.  Steele  (1993)  Post  135, 

Delta,  UT 

Ernest  O.  Nyman  (1993)  Post  304,  Palmyra,  Wl 
Eugene  T.  Billmeyer,  William  H.  Kilmer,  John  W.  Sher- 
bet (1994)  Post  134,  Kirby,  WV 
Harland  M.  Krause  (1994)  Post  69,  Mayville,  Wl 
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SOVIET  SUBMARINE  CLOCK 


A  COLD  WAR  TESTAMENT 

This  clock  was  standard  issue  on  soviet  nuclear 
attack  subs.  The  twelve  jewel  movement  &  six 
pound  weight  are  proof  of  the  Russian  mania  for 
rugged  top  quality.  Gasket  sealed  &  housed  in  a 
waterproof  aluminum  alloy  case  with  fine  chrome 
trim.  Good  looking  large  dial  displays  a  double 
fluke  anchor,  silhouette  of  a  sub  conning  tower, 
large  red  star,  &  Cyrillic  script.  The  spring  wind 
mechanism  &  ingenious  hatch  cover  utilize  the 
same  key.  After  nearly  fifty  years-  Here  is 
LIVING  PROOF  that  times  have  changed.  A  bona 
fide  showpiece.  Case  diameter:  8",  dial:  6",  eight 
day  twelve-jewel  movement.  Unused,  never 
commissioned  Soviet  sub  clock  comes  with:  easy 
wall  mounting  plate,  certificate,  warranty.  Be 
advised-this  is  a  real  find.  We  don't  have  many  to 
sell.  Order  R-SUB  $80.00  add  $7.50  shipping. 
Order  by  mail  from:  DutchGuard,  Dept  AL9, 
PC  Box  41 1687,  Kansas  City,  MO  64141 
MC/Visa  Order  Toll  Free  1-800-821-5157 


TELL  THE  WORLD  YOU  SERVED! 

From  $98 
—  in  PRECIOUS  metal 


ARMY-NAVY 
AIR  FORCE-MARINES 
DESERT  STORM  RINGS  AVAIL. 

PRESTIGE  RINGS  you'll  wear  with  pride.  World's  largest  selection  of  military 
rings .  Over  1 000  combinations ,  Visa  or  MasterCard.  Money  Back  Guaranteel 
Send  $2  far  full  color  catalog  today. 

T-J  JEWELRY  CO. 

P.O.  Box  5S1-U4  Park  Rapids,  MN  56470 

(successors  to  Royal  Military  Jewelry) 


if  you  or  aftiend  or family  member 
are  facing  prostate  cancer, 
you  do  have  options.  For  FREE 

irtformation  call  Theragenics 
Cancer  Information  Center  today, 
1-800-4S8-4372 


Replace  A  Treasured  Keepsake!  ^ 
.G.I.  DOG  TAGS  ^ 

/^?.iry*/Welfnprin«wllhlnform*h)ii  ^ 

.  >  */>*-' ^*/  y""       up  lo  tix  vm*%  of   p-38  Ctn 

BUck  Rubber  SIkncen  2  for  M.50  ^  *^  <A«^^.a>^ 
RK  HCHAFT.  Bu>  125-AM.  Kmhaw,  SC  29067 


4\ 

^Sr^^^e'rn^^^^Onlj^l^ 

!S=?J.^rwh^^  20  coins  ori;^ 

1994  American  Silver  Eagle. The  purcha.se  price  is  $6.95  per  coin 
Each  coin  is  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  contains  One  Oz.  of  Pure 
Silver  .999  Fine.  Protective  presentation  holders  are  available  for 
individual  coins  for  additional  $  1 .00  each. 

1  Coin  $7.49  +  $1.00  P&H   (Total  $8.49) 

10  Coins  $72.50+$2.50  P&H   (Total  $75.00) 

20  Coin  roll  in  Original  U.S.  Mint  tube  with  Treasury  Seal. 

for  $139.00  +  $5.00  P&H  (Total  $144.00) 

I  understand  I  may  charge  my  coins  if  my  minimum 
order  is  $50.00  or  more.  Prices  are  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  We  reserve  the  right  to  limit  quantity. 

Order  Toll  Free  800-835-0008 

Eastern  Numismatics  642FranklinAve., Garden  Ciiy,  NY  1 1530 
New  York  Stale  residents  add  sales  tax. 


?i2995  NEW &/MPfiQyED  7545  sjggs 


•  Side  Lever  •  Spring  Piston  Action  •  .177  Cel. 

•  750  FPS  •  300  Yard  Range  •  Hardwood  Slock 

•  Rifled  Barrel  •  Adjustable  Sights  •  7  \bs. 


THE  ULimiATEMMR  UFLES 
EXCELLENT  TARGET  & 

S RAINING  RIFLE  ORDER  NOW  &  RECEIVE... 
r    200  ROUNDS  OF  AMMO  FTUIK 
eO-Day  Monmy  Bmek  Quarmntm*.  ^ 
Shipped  in  24  hours.    SCOPE  $17.  CATALOG  $2 
lnclude$10S/H       KY  INS,  OH  ras.  add  sales  tax 


CoMPASSECO,  Inc. 

151-AL  Atkinson  Hill,  Bardstow/n.  KY  40004 

M-F9-5E.S.T.  1-800-726-1696 


HERNIA 


APPLIANCES 


FOR  COMFORT! 

When  you  slip  into  a  gen-  j 
uine  BROOKS  Appliance  I 
you  can  enjoy  b^venlyl 
comfort  night  and  day  at  I 
work  or  at  play!  Thirteen 
million  sold,  since  1880.  You  buy  direct  from  the 
factory  -  never  sold  in  stores  -  beware  of  imitations. 
Only  the  highest  quality  materials  and  workman- 
ship. (Especially  for  older  people  who  wish  to  avoid 
unnecessary  operations  for  reducible  rupture).  Send 
for  our  FREE  illustrated  booklet  with  no  obligation. 
BROOKS  APPLIANCE  COMPANY  (Medicare 
960  State  St.,  Marshall,  MI  49068    Pays  80%) 


Concrefe  Dome  Kif  (800)608-0001 


Monolithic  Constructors,  Inc. 
PO  Box  479-L  •  Italy,  TX  76651 

Build  your  own  super  strong 
concrete  Monolithic 
Dome'"!  As  an  office, 
home,  shed,  cabin, 
rental  unit,  anything! 
Cost  /  Energy  Efficient, 


Show 
Your 


Patriotism 


Ride  with  a  U 
flag  in  a  plastic 
tube  on  your  car 
antenna. 

Locate  your  car  in 
a  Parking  Mall, 
Remove  and  wave 
it  at  a  Parade  I 


ScrulJII  so  (Includes Sh^Hdl.)lo: 
H.  Company:  P  O,  Box  76.  Fl,  L.audadale,  FL  33302 


Tired  of  Climbing  Stairs? 


•  Folds  out  of  the  way 

•  Easily  attached  to  steps  (not  walls) 

•  Fits  most  stairways 
(straight  &  curved) 

•  Very  affordable 

•  Variety  of  models  available 

Call  now  and  ask  for  free  literature 

1-800-925-3100 


ACCESS 


4001  East  138th  Street 
Grandview,  MO  64030 


WWII 

50™  ANNIVERSARY 
Official  Logos  —  Ruptured  Ducks 
Patches  —  Belt  Buckles  —  Lapel 
Tacks  —  Flags  —  License  Plates 
A  large  collection  of  memorabilia 
Is  available  from  National  Emblem 
Sales,  The  American  Legion,  Dept 
W2,  P.  O.  Box  1050,  Indianapolis, 
IN  46206.  Write  for  your  free 
brochure  or  call  317-630-1251  for  a 
descrlptton  of  all  the  latest  Items. 


DISPATCH 
Biweekly  publication  of  The  American  Legion 
news  and  views 
Annual  subscription  (22  issues)  $15 

Send  your  chock  cr  mmey  otdn  to: 

llie  American  Legion 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis.  IN  46206 


IMPOTENCE 


Medical  research  reveals  new  treatmenls  over  90%  effective! 
Latest  report  tells  «rhat  you  can  do. 

MAINTAIN  /  REGAIN  VIRILITY 

122  pges  •  Illustrated  •  Riveting  •  Guaranteed  accurate 
Don't  fall  for  quack  offers!  Get  the  scientific  facts. 
MD  Approved 
Not  in  bookstores   •   Buy  direct  jtsave  •  $18.50  ppd 
BioResearch  •  Box  7505 IE  •  Seattle  W A  98125 
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Comparable  to  TylenoP 

Extra  Strength  Caplets 
But  Far  Less  Expensive 

At  last  you  can  have  the  benefits  of  non-aspirin  relief 
without  the  high  cost.  Powerful  extra  strength  Formula 
466  SOOmg  caplets  from  Wonder  Laboratories — 
comparable  to  Tylenol'  which  cost  2  to  3  times  as 
much.  But  when  you  buy  direct  you  save  plenty! 
If  you're  Interested  In  seeing  how  you  can  get 


100  FREE 


Just  write  "Formula  466"  and  your  name 
and  address  on  a  card  and  mail  to: 
Wonder  Laboratories,  Dept.  TE6 
Lock  Box  820  •  White  House,  TN  37188 
©  1994  Wonder  Laboratories 


60%  MORE  JUICE 

FROM  YOUR  APPLES 

The  Secret  is  the  'APPLE 
EATER'grinder  which  reduces 
Ihe  fruii  to  a  fine  pulp  Has 
stainless  steel  knives  and  will 
grind  a  box  of  whole  apples  in 
less  lhan  five  minutes  Makes  2 
to  3  gallons  ol  cider  per  tub 
Heavy  1  1 /2' acme  screw  and 
cast  lion  cross  beam  All  hard- 
wood construclion  Four  mod- 
els from  single  tubs  to  double 
lub  Ccmpletely  assembled  or 
low  cosi  kits  Send  Jl  00  or 
call  913-849-3103  for  catalog 

HAPPY  VALLEY 
RANCB 

16577  W327  DEPTAL 
PAOLA,  KS  66071 


SOLID  PINK  I  lac;  c  ask 
(iLASS  1  ROM 


(Also  available  in  solid 
wood  front  for  medals  display) 

ONLY 
$39.95 

Plus  S&H  $6.00 
To  place  an  order 
or  for  brochure,  call 

1-800-648-7989 
MOOSE  HOLDING  CO 

282  1st  Ave.,  SE,  Hickory,  NC  28602 


men's  WIDE  SHOES 


EEE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-1 3 

Extra  width  for  men  who 
need  it.  Excellent  variety, 
styling  and  quality 
Send  for  FREE 
CATALOG. 


The  Widest  Selection  of  the  Widest  Shoes  Anywhere! 

HITCHCOCK  SHOES.  INC. 

Dept.  5G  Hingham.  MA  02043 


TiuiAtllouiijL 


Don't  You  Love  To  Be  Tan! 
Sun^jest 

tan^iWIeds 

Buy  Direct  and  Save  Up  To  50% 

Call  for  a  FREE  Color  Caialog 
and  Wholesale  Pricing! 

1-800462-9197 


HEARING  AIDS 
uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 

GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

•  ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS    •  TERMS  ARRANGED 

•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 

•  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIAUSTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1645,  ROCKFORD,  IL61110 


SHIPS  HISTORIES  ONLY  $8.00 
PHOTO'S  ONLY  $10.00 

W*  hav*  HiitoriM  of  dl  U.S.  Hmi,  Amy  Tratnporti  mi  moct 
CmM  Guwd  and  Ubarty  Shipn  T)wy«m  on  IIm  ptrchmwil  paptr 
«nd  ailiible  lor  framina  Alw,  pirM  up  to  dtl*  cnw  Itllng.  Ships 
Hiilory  $8.00,  Plioto*  8x10  $ia04  Ilii4  $22.00  B/W.  Sond  name, 
addreaa,  year  on  rfilp.  Uat  of  aunkan  U.S.  Stilpa  $2.oa  Monay  back 
guarantor  OpanMan.-Fri.9-5  s.h.$2.oo 

Saawawl's  Ships  History 

  P.  0.  Box  154,  Dept.  B 

SlaHravill«,WV  26175 
Info.,  Fhona,  F«x304«2-1S2S 
Ordera,  Call  l-800-SEA  WEED 


Send  $1 .00  For  Brxxhure      Circle  TKIe(s)      Made  In  USA 

VETERANS'  RINGS/LADIES  AND  CENTS 

•  WORLD  WAR  II  Vn. 

•  GRENADA  — PAIUMA 

•  MERCHANT  MARINE  VH. 

•  PURPLE  HEART 

•  MIUTARY  DIVISIONS 

•  RETIRED  MIUTARY 

•  KOREAN  VET. 

•  DESERT  SHIELD/STORM 


WW  II  VET  VIETNAM 
ALL  RINGS  $100 


Sterling  Silver- $150 
Solid  Gold  -  $395 


(Cold  or  Silver  Finlsfi) 

FOLEY'S  P.0.BoxS46-V 
Skaneateles.  NY  131S2  Tel:  (315)  685-6914 


$200 
$500,000 
PAID 


TOLL  FREE  800-435-5119 


French  Art  Glass  (Galk,  Daum)  and  Tiffany 
Lamps  also  wanted. 
David  E.  J.  Pepin  —  Member  NBTMK,  Tokyo,  Japan 
Dept  AL,  P.O.  Box  354,  Grant  ParK,  IL  60940 
MEMBER  of  AMERICAN  LEGION 


PARASUIUWALLSJUMPSU^S&COVERALLS 

^^"^^'^'mm,    Short  or  Long  Sfeeve 
FrDm*31>s      V  Penna-Press  30  Colors 
u^^^lEA^ED  t  •nomex-     25  Fabrics  -  Sizes  34-60 
freao'S  Reg., Shan, Long &X-Tall 

Call  tor  Free  Brochure 
2209  Ok.  Ave.        TqII  Free  g00.t27-0«»2 

Woodward,  OK  73801 


VISA  MasterCard  J  Discover 


MOVING? 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
(discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  worlcJ's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
householcJ  goocds  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and 
budget.  In  addition  to  saving  40%, 
you  will  receive  $50,000  coverage  on 
your  household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free  es- 
timate, call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 
1-800-524-5533  EXT.  29 


{21-years-old  and  over.  Please) 


No  Money  Down.  As  low  as  $115  mo. 
Call  Toll-Free  1-800-255-2511 

(From  anywhere  in  the  U.S.  or  Canada) 

Recreatives  Incdustries,  Inc. 

60  Depot  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14206 


PUBLISH  YOUR  BOOK! 


Join  our  sotisfied  outliors  in  o  complete 
and  reliable  publishing  program.  This 
progrom  includes  attractive  books,  publicity, 
advertising  and  quality  service  since  1959.  All 
subjects  are  invitedl  Send  for  a  FREE  manuscript 
report  &  copy  of  How  fo  Publish  Your  Book. 

r^ADITON  DDECC  11  W.  32nd  SL  Dept  AEI 
V^A\m.  I  \Jl^  rWCjJ  New  York,  WY 10001 


,      I  I  _     I  NIQl  l 

BELT  BUCKLES 


'  JUST  SHOW  THIS  BIG.  FULL  COLOR 
WHOLESALE  CATALOG.  SELL  MORE 
THAN  1.000  STYLES  OF  Bai  BUCKLES, 
BELTS.  WALLETS  AND  JEWELKV 
SENDSI.OOFOR  THISFULL  COLOR 
MONEY  MAKING  CA  TALOC  TODA  K 

m  ANCHOR  SPECIALTIES  CO  ,  DEPT  AL2V 

tW  P.O.  BOX  3958,  NORTH  PROVIDENCE,  Rl  0291 1 
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IMPOTENCE 

IS  TREATABLE 


"I  want  every 
impotent 
man  to  have 
this  device 
so  we  reduced 
the  price" 

Foster  Brooks 

TV  and  Movie  Star  i 


FACTORY  CLEARANCE! 


Legion  Shopper 


VACUUM  THERAPY 

$169-95 

PAYMENT  TERMS  AVAILABLE 
WE  ACCEPT  ALL  PRESCRIPTIONS 

MEDICARE  APPROVED 

WE  WILL  HELP  YOU  FILE 


FOR  YOUR  BROCHURE  CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-533-8787 


OR  WRITE  TO^JB 

ENCORE;inc. 

MEDICAL  PRODUCTS  CENTRE 
2300  Plantside  Drive    Louisville,  KY  40299-1928 


CABLE  TVE^ 


EQUIPMENT 

LOWEST  PRICES*;^NC    Concep.s^  ,  nc.^ 

f.  oney  Back  Guarantee    MPLS     mn  55449 

BIG  SALE  ^-8^%% 

PlOiiRf*  have  MODEL  usod  in  your  area  when  callinq 

f.r/xZT1 -800-535-1 843 


-800-535-1 843 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
SoM  hanlwood,  gunstockwalnutfinish.  Full  1 ' 
between  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5"x7"  -$18.95, 
8"x10'  -$24.95,  11"x14'  -$29.95, 
14'x20"  -  $39.95.  20 "x24'  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  Shipping  per  case.  (No  P.O.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071-L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (Vifritefor  FREE  Catalog) 


Let  'UNCA  SAM'  ® 

work  for  you! 
Unique  signal 
lets  you  know 
when  your  mail 

arrives     (he  stands  vtrhen  mailbox  Is  opened) 
made  in  the  USA 
Since  1963  'UNCA  SAM'  has  eliminated 
"no-maii"  trips  on  cold  or  rainy  days. 
The  silhouette  of  UNCLE  SAM  is 
visable  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see. 
Made  of  heavy  gauge  steel  and  plated 
hardware;  it's  simple  design  is  easy 
to  install.  Great  Gift! 

Only  $9.95! 
mall  check  or  money  order  to: 

Orchard  ^^^achlne 

51 -84th  Street,  S.W. 

Byron  Center,  Ml  49315   

(616)455-7350  MM 

(money  back  guarantee)  '^^^^1 


COIVIMEMORATIVE  MILITARY 
BASEBALL  CAPS 

Ideal  for  MmMiM  who  proudly  Mrvtd.  Caps  are  dark  blue, 
with  the  ship  name  &  hull  «  in  gold  lettering,  which  meets 
military  specifications.  ALLUSNavyships,  Coast  Guard  ships, 
WWIIships  (incLberty,  Army  &  Merchant  ships)  are  available. 
ANY  lettering  such  as  specific  bases,  squadrons,  fighter  units 
or  companies  Is  available,  itKluding  USMC  Del,*,  Army  or 
USAF  cammands.  Ask  about  our  50th  Anniversary  WWI  & 
0-Day  caps.  'Caps  are  $16.95  (ENL-  2  lines),  $18.95  (officer, 
Subs,  Eggs,  Anniv.  -  2  lines,  $3.00  for  additional  lines).  Plus 
$3.95  S&H.  To  order  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Custom  Military  Gifts  &  Collectables 

p.  O.  Box  271 
Paden  City,  WV  26159 

(304)652-1655 


TABLE  PAD8# 


L  Priced Jrom  Compare  at 

1 95  $90.95 

Ask  about 


_  Priced  from 

$29." 

*  Factory  guaranteed 

•  Custom  Rt 

*  Any  normal  size 

•  MC/VlSA/DtSC 


iFBBHEASIffllHfiSfflViCE 


FACTORY  DIRECT  TABLE  PAD  CO  1  -800-737-31 49 


AMERICANA  COLLECTIBLES 

Whoh'sakrs  and                       ^„  H  ■  .  —  'i— ■■_  „; . 

Miiiiiifactiirers  of  ''^1^^ WBM  ■^■H 

[  niqiw  ami  Orii^iiKil                ^^•■^       i  ^Zj  "  T 

Cdlk'clihlcs  iH'^iniiiii^  '   JfFCiJs?- 

ai.iLsrs.m5  1^  


Civil  War  Collection 
W.W.  I  &  II  Collection 
Sports  Memorabilia 
Religious  Artifacts  Collection 


Extensive  Treasure  Coin  Collection 
American  Indian  Collectibles 
Southwestern  Arts  &  Collectibles 

J/i7l  S.  VALLEY  VIEW  BLVD..  SUITE  1112 
LAS  VEGAS.  NEVADA  H9I03 


FREE  ~-  CALL  (702)  871-2737 


Buy  Factory  Direct.  Build  it  yourself! 
20x32  '25x48 
35  x  56  '50x124 


800-888-4606 


Make  ^25  to  ^100  per  hour 


Witt)  Vai^^^lfiiiif 

Yes,  It's  really  possible  by  mak- 
ing and  selling  colorful  Badge-A- 
MInIt  ZVa'  buttons.  Buttons  are 
proven  money-makers  I 
Order  our  Master  Kit  containing 
a  hand-held  button  assembly 
press,  50  button  parts  and  a 
Cut-A-Clrcle,  which  cuts  a 
perfect  circle  for  button  making, 
for  only  $54.95,  plus  $5.32 
shipping  (IL  residents  add 
$3.43  tax).  Or  request  a 
FREE  catalog. 

Badge-A-Mlnlt,  Dept.  AL994,  Box  800,  LaSalle,  IL  61301 

Order  Today!  1-800-223-4103 


OKTOBERFEST  KIT 


Eqoy  Ibe  fiin  and  exdtaDect  of  CXotobeifest 
any\M)ere,  aiwtEne  of  die  year!  Your  Cictcibeifec 
Kit  includes:  Cassette  (15  nm-fiDed  songs  such 
as  Du  Du,Adi  Du  Umsx  Augusdn^iidie  Dance, 
Sd]nilzelbanlc>25f)age  Dlusfirated  Back«Re(^ 
•Birdie  Dance  InstnjcSoas*SdinilzeIbank  Poster 
•Soi^Woids  (XOMR  T(»AY!  $24.95 
phislS.OO  S&H!  Send  Check/M.O.  to:  H 
PUBLISHING,  Box  592729,  Dept.  NF-84. 
Orlando,  PL  32859  (PL  residents  add  6%)  or 
VISA/MC/PREE  INPO:1-800-313-FEST 


CASITA 

TRAVEL  TRAILERS 


Lightweight 
Sell  Contained 


Fun  A  Easy 
Camping 


Free  Brochure:  1-800-442-9986 
3030  South  McKinney  -  Rice,  TX  75155 


PINS  &  PATCHES  FOR  CLUBS 
EVENTS,  ORGANIZATIONS 

250  pc.  min.,  no  die  charge, 
deal  factory  direct.  Call,  write, 
or  fax  tor  free  info,  today. 

mblematlcs  Inc  •  944  Calle 
Amanecer,  Suite  F,  Dept.  AL  • 
P.  O.  B.  72005  •  San  Clemente, 
OA  92674  •  Phone:  (714)  492- 
41 55  •  Fax:  (71 4)  492-4158 


Bargain  Books 


n8«ve  up  to  80%  on  publishers'  over-  I 
I  stocks.  Imports,  remainders.  Thousands  ■ 
I  of  books,  from  yesterday's  best  sellers  to  | 
rarely  seen  titles.  Military  Hlatory,  Blog- 
raphy.  Politics.  Sports.  Fiction— over  40 
subject  areas.  Write  for  FREE  CATALOG. 

|JHamllton_Bo£i5-9«7^ii2Vii^^ 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


ENJOY  HEARING 
$80o 


Legion  Shopper 


Own  a 
Sawmill! 

Start  a  Profitable 
Business! 


Save  money  cutting 
your  own  lumber,  ^ 
make  money 
cutting  for 
others. 


1-800-553-0219 


32  Page  FuU  Color  Catalog  -  $2.00 
66-minute  demonstration  video-$  10.00 
MasterCard  or  Visa  accepted 

8180  West  10th  Street  •  Dept.  F45 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46214-2400 


DIABETICS'  INSULIN  TRAVEL  KIT 
Your  Insulin  ts  kept  cool  with  a  refreezable 
ice  pack.  Nylon  kit  organizes  your  materials 
as  shown  below  ( 7  X  9l/2  x2). 

Alcohol  Insulin 
Pads  Vials 


CmadeinusS^ 

Refreezable 
Ice  Pack 

$29.95  + 
$4.00  S&H 


Meter 


MILITARY  Ribbons,  Awards,  Badges, 
&  Miniature  Medals 

U.S.  Government  Authorized 


Combat 
Infantryman 
Badge 


Regulation  Size 
Dress  Miniature 
Lapel  Size 


Of  just  write  for 
a  Fi«*  Catalog. 

Free  delivery  on 
all  orders  over 
$25,  $2.50  on 
orders  under 
$25.  $2.00  lor 
color  ribbon 
chart  w/order  ot 
precedence. 


Srvlng  Anwrlct't  Viltnnt  S/nc*  1970 
QLENWOOD  AGENCY,  0EPT.AL994 
1881  BAY  ROAD,  SHARON,  MA  02067 


Address  

City/Slate/Zip_ 


Massachusetts  residents  add  5%  Sales  Tax. 


HAT  PI 

NS      PATCHES  FLAGS 

600+  MILITARY  DESIGNS 

o 

ITilfBOfNf 

1      FREE  24  Poge  ILLUS  CATALOG 

~^ 

D 

1          WE  DO  CUSTOM  WORK 

(/I 

Deoter  Inquires  Welcome 

I 

cr 

HOOVER'S  MFG.  CO. 

X 

LU 

I  W 

4015  AL  Progress  Blvd. 

— < 

UJ 

CD 

PERU,  1161354 

(815)  223-1)59,  Ask  For  David 

•  ui 


DIMENSIONS: 

1 7  Vi-  X  1 7  %  "X  3" 


FLAG  &  KEEPSAKE  BOX 

Glass  front,  Appalachian  hardwood,  nch 
cherry  finish  with  velcro  backing  for  easy 
display  of  your  keepsakes  l^iliiary  logo, 
engraved  plate,  and  lamination  ol  your 
photographs  included  in  sale  price  ol 
$99  00  For  color  photo  and  order  info, 
call  (703)  659-9884  or  write.  Americana 
Keepsakes.  Inc  .  PC  Box  2050.  Stafford. 
VA  22555. 


BE  ALMOST  2" 
TALLER!! 


SIZES:  5-11 
WIDTHS:  B-EEE 
FINE  MEN'S 
SHOES 


Look  just  like  ordinary  shoes  except  hidden  inside 
is  a  height  increasing  innermold.  Wide  selection 
available  including  dress  shoes,  boots,  sport  shoes 
and  casuals.  Moneyback  guarantee.  Exceptionally 
comfortable.  Call  or  write  today  for  your  FREE 
color  catalog.  "MD.  RESID.  CALL  301-663-5111" 

TOLL-FREE  1-800-343-3810 
ELEVATORS®  Q 

RICHLEE  SHOE  COMPANY,  DEPT.  AL49 
P.O.  BOX  3566,  FREDERICK,  MD  21701 


 '  Senior 

Sun  Lovers 
Vacation  in  Florida 
a  FuU  Month 


From 
Only 


«75 


p.p. 

dbl.  „    ,  , 

occ.NeauI 

You  Can't  A^rd  To  Stay  Home! 

•  Lovely  Accommodatloni 

•  Brtakfait  &  Dinner  Dally 

•  Waterfront  Locations 

•  Parties,  Dances,  Toura 

•  Live  Entertainment 

•  FREE  Diincy  Tickets 

•  FREE  Casino  Cruise 
\V/k.  SUyi  Availibh) 

1-800-221-5211 

SENIOR  VACATION  HOTELS 

P.O.  Box  40700,  St.  Petersburg,  Ft  33743 


Replacement  Medals 


Send  Sl.OO  for  CaUlog 

Pieces  of  History 

P.O.  Box  4470  DcptAL 
Cave  Creek,  AZ  85331 
Phone:  ((02)488-1377 
Fax:  (602)488-13l« 


VeteransI  Replace  all 

jmr  mcdah  now  -  We 

have  Regnlattoii  Size, 

Minis,  Shadow  Box 

Frames  St  Inilpila. 
EVERYTHING  GUARAISTMD 
CREOrr  CARDS  WEIjCOMEI 


I 


YOUR  MILITARY  MEDALS  ! 


WWII  *  KOftEA*  VIETNAM  ♦SWA  m\ 

■  All  US.,  UN,  KVN,  Full  Size  Medals 
'  All  Miniature  Medals  and  Ribbons 
'  Rank  and  Skill  Badges  *  Patches 

■  Rne  Display  Cases.  1 00%  Guarantee  ! 
Send  HOC  Today  for  NEW  Cohr  Catalog 

UtVTi'h.  T  O    I929AL  Fairview  Rd. 
JariUAlJO    Fountain  Inn,  SC  29644 


Loose  Dentures? 


I         PERMA  SOFT II 

I  Die  Professional  Denture  Rellne 
*  Material.  Last  up  to  2  years.  Stops 


1<« 


I 

I  Gum  Shrinkage.  ALL  with  just  ONE  Application!  | 
.  For  F(M  InfwmallOR  Writ*:  PERMA  LABORATORIES  \ 
I  P.O^Box  134-1  •  Millersfaurg.  Ohio  44654  | 


MANUFACTURER'S  COUPON 


EXPIRES  12-31-95 


CONSUMER:  Good  only  «i/U.GEBMX.Ralee<ii  I 
at  ar^Soflm/!  Store.  You  pay  sales  lax  _ 
RETtlliI):Wewi1lraTiilxirsey0(iityDuieijeern  I 
in  compfance     our  policy.  Call  71M96-5219 

^Mal.goftware  r^filS^tmSii  \ 

INrMPTlMCllVltllM  246 Moil AtK.>Staten Island, NY limM 


FREE  CATALOGi 

All  -In-The-Ear 
Hearing  Aid 

Nothing  over,  under  or  behind  the  ear. 

No  Cords  •  No  llibes  •  No  Wires 
Simple  slip-in  (it 
Fuii-ronge  volume  control 
45  Day  IHoi 
No  Salesman  will  coil  on  you. 
REQUEST  YOUR  FREE  CATALOGI 
Write  Rhodes  Hearing  Today: 

RHODES  HEARING 

201  OhloSt.,Dept  11 
Brookport,  IL  62910 
or  Coll  24  Hours/day 
1-800-942-4000 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


Readers  who  can  help  these  veterans  are  urged  to 
write  a  witness  letter,  including  the  CID  number.  Send  the 
letters  to  CID,  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  Box  1055, 
Indianapolis  IN  46206. 

Notices  are  published  only  at  the  requests  of  American 
Legion  Service  Officers  representing  claimants  using 
Search  for  Witness  Forms  available  from  Department 
Legion  Service  Officers. 

26th  Ftr.  Intercepter  Sqdn.  Richard  A.  Sabrowske  Jr. 
needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at 
Naha  AFB,  Okinawa, In  1954,  he  developed  knee 
problems  from  repeatedly  Jumping  on  and  off  fighter 
aircraft.  Contact  CID  1252. 

C  10  10BLT  &  2a4th  MP  Co.  Frank  J.  Laye  needs  wit- 
nesses to  verify  that  while  stationed  in  Advance  Inf. 
Training  at  Ft.  McCallom,  Ala.,  from  Jan.  1  to  March, 
1980,  and  In  Frankfort,  Germany,  from  March  1980 
to  September  1984,  he  had  a  reaction  and  was  hos- 
pitalized after  training  with  CS  chemical  agent  (Riot 
Control).  Contact  CID  1255. 

C  Co.,  382nd  Inf.  Roy  Hamilton  needs  witnesses  to 
verify  that  while  In  combat  In  Okinawa/Philippines 
during  WWII  he  was  shielding  a  wounded  buddy 
with  his  body  during  a  mortar  attack  when  he  was  hit 
In  the  back  with  a  90  lb.  piece  of  concrete.  Contact 
CID 1241. 

El  Toro  and  NAS  Alameda,  Calif.  Edward  J.  Leitelt  Jr. 
needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  he  was  working 
as  an  A4-C  Skyhawk  jet  mechanic  from  March  1969 
to  January  1971,  his  skin  came  Into  contact  regularly 
with  Jet  fuel  and  cleaning  solvents.  Contact  CID 
1254. 

U.S.  Philippine  Guerrilla  Army  Forces,  Bataan,  Philip- 
pines. Fortunate  Bagsic  needs  witnesses  to  verify 
that  during  1944-45  he  served  with  the  U.S.  Philip- 
pine Guerrilla  Army  Forces.  Contact  CID  1256. 

USS  lisle  Royal  (AD-29)  James  Edward  Capers  needs 
witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  on  May  10,  1970,  he  fell  and  hurt  his 
knees  on  the  ship.  Contact  CID  1253. 

USS  Waller  (DD-466),  DesRon  22  Walter  Lee  Ramey 
needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  aboard  the 
Waller  from  March  6, 1943  through  Aug.  11, 1945,  he 
had  his  ear  drums  damaged  as  a  result  of  repeated 
firing  of  5-Inch,  38mm  guns  on  the  ship.  Contact  CID 
1251. 
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FROM  WILLIE 
and  Joe  to 
Sgt.  Bilko, 
GI  humor  has  been 
in  the  marrow  of 
America's  funny 
bone.  So  it  was 
guaranteed  that  the 
nation's  leading  vet- 
erans' magazine 
would  also  tell  a 
joke  or  three. 
Indeed,  the  very 
first  issue  of  this 
magazine,  dated 
July  4,  1919,  initiat- 
ed the  joke  page, 
"Bursts  and  Duds," 
which  was  renamed 
"Parting  Shots"  at 
the  end  of  World 
War  II.  For  75 
years,  after  dealing 
with  the  worries  of 
the  world,  this  mag- 
azine has  relaxed 
and  "told  a  few." 
Herewith  is  a  gig- 
gle of  cartoons  that 
spans  the  decades 
and  reveals  what 
really  went  on  in 
America. 


"I  survived  WWII,  3  auto  accidents,  2  bad 
marriages,  4  grandchildren,  2  depres- 
sions, 13  company  strikes,  3  mortgages, 
and  a  bankruptcy — and  some  fresh  teen- 
ager tells  me:  'You  don't  know  what  life  is 
all  about.'  " 
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&  Parting  Shots 


"Well,  if  I  may  say  so,  sir,  we  feel  it's  a  straight- 
forward and  iron-clad  constitution  . . .  and 
certainly  not  open  to  interpretation  by  some 
future  wise-acre  lawyers." 
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The  Ultimat? 
Omega  Jogger 

Men's  Universal 
Walking  Shoe 

2 1 29'' 


EASY  ON!  EASY  OFF.' Just  a  touch  does  it 
-  the  unique  "Magic  Cling'"  adjustable  closures 
instantly  open  wide  or  close  securely.  No  pesky 
laces  to  come  untied! 

THE  ULTIMATE  COMFORT  SHOE! 

Ever  wonder  what  people  do  with  all  those 
overpriced  running,  jogging,  and  aerobic 
sprinting  shoes? 

THEY  WALK  IN  THEM!  In  the  yard,  on 
vacation,  down  to  the  grocer,  wherever  - 
because  they  FEEL  SO  GOOD!  Now  here  is 
all  the  Quality,  all  the  Comfort,  all  the  styling  - 
NOT $85,  NOT  $50,  but  2  pairs  for  29.95*! 


COMFORT  CUSHIONED  5  WAYS! 

•Ultra-soft  foam-backed  brushed  tricot  lining 
throughout  •Thick  shock-absorbing  cushion 
crepe  midsoles  •Foam-backed  innersole  and 
fully  padded  collar  and  tongue  •  Soft,  supple  yet 
durable  man-made  uppers  wipe  clean  with  a  damp 
cloth  •Bouncy,  flexible  sure-tread  rubber  outsole. 

IT'S  EASY  TO  ORDER!  Just  use  the  coupon 
below.  Omega-  Joggers  are  a  quality  import, 
sold  only  by  Haband,  and  delivered  direct  to 
your  doorstep  by  U.S.  Mail.  Send  for  yours  today 
and  be  prepared  to  step  into  luxurious  comfort! 
2  pairs  for  29.95*!  Order  today! 


100  Fairview  Avenue 
Prospect  Park,  NJ  07530 


The 
Ultimate 
Omega 
Jogger 
for  Men 

2t29 

3  for  44.75 

4  for  59.50 


Haband  One  Hundred  Fairview  Avenue,  Prospect  Park,  NJ  07530 

Send  pairs.  I  enclose  $  purchase  price  plus  $3.95  postage 

and  insurance. 

□  Check  Enclosed         □  Discover  Card        □  Visa         □  MasterCard 


All  sizes  available  in 
D  and  EEE*  Widths 

7  T/2  8  8V2  9  9V2 
10  IOV2  11  12  13 

*ADD  $1 .50  PER  PAIR  FOR  EEE 


7TT-46N 

WHAT 
SIZE? 

D  or 
EEE?* 

HOW 
MANY? 

A 

LIGHT  GREY 

D 

BROWN 

E 

BU\CK 

G 

NAVY 

95* 


Card  # 


-Exp . 


□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  □  Ms. 
Mail  Address  


.  Apt.  #_ 


City  &  State. 


.Zip_ 


LIFETIME  GUARANTEE:  100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 
or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


$12  Haband  Knit  Slacks 

or 

The  $75  Competition? 


I  Taice  a  Guess. 

If  you  guessed  HABAND,  you  guessed  right!  Sure,  you  could  pay  a 
bit  more  and  get  tine  $75  alternative,  but  then  just  look  what  you'd 
be  missing: 


No  need  to  dryclean  or  iron 
Lifetime  Guarantee 
Finished  to  the  exact  inch, 

ready  to  wear 
Made  in  the  USA 
Color  will  not  fade  or  wash  out 
1 00%  Polyester 

Full  cut  with  neat,  no  pleat  front 
Comfortable  2-way  stretch  knit 
Soil-Out"'  stain  repeller  finish 
BanRol'"-  no  roll  waistband 
Delivered  to  your  door 

II 


Haband 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Competition 

0 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 


With  your  order,  this  Executive  Writing  Instrument.  Looks  exactly 
like  the  expensive  French  pen  and  it's  yours  free  with  this  order. 
Also,  it's  yours  to  keep,  even  if  you  decide  not  to  keep  the  slacks. 

100  f-airview  Ave.,  Prospect  Park,  NJ  07530 


The  Custom  CurSlacks^12 

3  for  $36.00    -   4  for  $48.00    -   5  for  $60.00    -    6  for  $72.00 


*  Minimum 
order  of  2 
Pair  pairs 


Haband   1  GO  Fairview  Ave.   Pr9spect  Park,  NJ  07530 

WAISTS:  30-32-34-35-36-37-38-39-40-41  -42-43-44 
*Big  Men's  add  $2.50  each  for  46-48-50-52-54-56-58-60 
Your  Inseam:  27-28-29-30-31-32-33-34 


7TA- 
OGT 

COLOR 

What 
Size? 

What 
Inseam? 

How 
Many? 

B 

NAVY 

E 

BU^CK 

N 

PLUM 

Q 

GREY 

R 

TAN 

Z 

GREEN 

Send  pairs  of  slacks.  I've  enclosed  $  

purchase  price  plus  $3.50  postage  and  insurance. 

□  Check  Enclosed  □  Discover  Card  □  Visa  □  MC 
(915)  This  order  receives  a  FREE  Pen! 


Card  # 
Name 


Exp.  / 


Plum 

Green  Black 

Navy  Grey 

1 

Mail  Address . 
City  &  State  _ 


Apt.  # . 


Zip. 


Lifetime  Guarantee  -  100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 
or  full  refund  of  purchase  price  at  anytime! 


